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CHAPTER  I. 


0^*^0^^m9000^^ 


For  who,  to  dumb  forgetfnlness  a  preT» 

This  pleasing,  anxious  being  ere  resigiiM, 

Left  the  warm  precincts  of  tim  cheerful  day,  ^ 

Nor  cast  oue  longings  lingering  look  behind  ? 

GftET. 

Xli  VERY  care  and  attention  which  affixa- 
tion itself  could  dictate,  was  exerted  by  all 
the  inmates  of  the  Casa  di  PcroUd^  to  re- 
lieve the  sufferings  of  the  chev^ieir  Lan* 
dolini,  and  the  distress  of  his  afflicted 
daughter.  The  shock  he  had  received 
when  first  robbed  of  his  child,  had  greatly 
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impaired  his  constitution.  The  joyful 
tidings  of  her  return,  and  the  incessant  fa- 
tigue and  an^^  of  mini  he  suffered  in 
his  rapid  journey  from  Trapani,  had  been 
more  than  his  weakened  health  could  bear, 
^^d  a  jiriol^  feyer  yp  the  copsegui^pqp. 
Irl  a;ffe1v*!iiduri5  he  reCatne  defirious,  arid 
the  physicians,  who,  from  the  first,  had 
been  far  from  sanguine,  began  decidedly 
to  fear  that  the  struggle  must  terminate 
in  death. 

Marguerita  wept  not ;  pale  as  a  monu- 
mental statue,  she  sat  beside  his  bed, 
watched  ^very  turn  of  his  countenance, 
every  fluctuation  of  his  pulse,  and  admi- 
nistered every  medicine  herself. 

Federico,  Gaetano,  and  the  baroness, 
W9ri^  .4cajro?ly  ^^SiS  ussid^oust  in  their  ^tten- 
tioQ3. .  During  ^ir^^  day  f  the  disease  was 
r^pi41y  apprp£fich^Dg  to  its  crisis;  on  the 
fpm*tU  tiie  dplirium  coas^d ;  and  when,  in 
a  sca^c^ly-^udlbl^  tonc^.  Mai*guerlta  heard 
tlie  words,  **  my  child/'  and  her  father's 
ey ^  turned  languidly  towai'ds  her,  she  felt 
as  if  returning  rea^n  must  be  tlie  synip- 
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torn  of  returning  beatth ;  and  falling  on 
her  knees  beside  the  bed,  she  wept  upon 
the  burning  hand  which  was  extended  tp 
her,  in  a  paroxysm  of  gratitude  and  hope ; 
they  were  the  first  tears  she  had  shed  since 
he  became  ill,  and  relieved  her  from  the 
oppression  with  which  her  heart  was  load- 
ed. With  intense  anxiety,  but  without 
the  alarm  she  had  hitherto  felt,  she  watch- 
ed the  countenance  of  the  physician,  who 
was  sent  for  on  this  change  in  the  state  of 
his  patient ;  with  a  sensation  of  cold  and 
appalling  horror,  she  saw  the  same  expres- 
sion of  despondency  on  his  features — ^**  My 
father  is— he  must  be  better  she  ex- 
claimed. 

**  I  fear,  lady,  that  no  favourable  symp- 
toms have  occurred ;  and/'  after  a  pause, 
he  added,  "  it  is  my  duty  to  say,  I  now 
despair  of  witnessing  any." 

**  What?"  said  Marguerita,  as  if  doubt- 
ing whether  she  had  heard  aright.  "  My 
&ther  cannot  be  in  danger  now ! — cannot 
be  beyond  your  hope ! — ^No !  Providence 
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has  not  restored  me  to  his  arms  only  to 
witness  the  extinction  of  my  hopes  for 
ever! — ^Heaven  will  not  thus  abandon  me!" 

Landolini,  who  was  now  conscious  of 
all  that  passed,  made  an  effort  to  speak ; 
Marguerita  bent  down,  and  listened  in 
agony. — "  Be  composed,  my  child,*'  he 
said ;  "  I  feel  it  is  even  so — I  feel  that  I 
am  dying.** 

•*  Oh  no,  no,  my  dear  father ;  you  are 
weak  and  low,  reduced  by  your  illness, 
but  better,  much  better,  than  you  were  a 
few  hours  back.*' 

**  Do  not  deceive  yourself,  my  child ;  in 
a  few  hours  I  shall  be  taken  from  you ;  let 
me  see  my  kind  friend,  the  baron  PandoU 
fina.** 

.Don  Giacomo  was  in  a  few  moments  in 
the  apartment;  but  Landolini  was  too 
much  exhausted  to  speak  again  for  some 
time.  Federico  was  kneeling  by  the  bed, 
the  baroness  seated  beside  it,  and  Gaetano 
endeavouring  to  support  his  old  friend, 
while  the  physician  administered  a  resto- 
rative, Marguerita  having  been  reduced  al« 
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most  to  insensibility  by  the  shock  the  fa- 
tal intelligence  had  given  her.  Don  Gia* 
oomo  appeared  deeply  affected  at  the  scene; 
the  baroness  wept  in  silence;  Landolinl 
extended  his  hand  to  the  baron  as  he  ap- 
proached the  bed,  who,  taking  it  within, 
his  ovm,  affectionately  hoped  all  might 
yet  be  well.  The  sufferer  shook  his  head^ 
and  looking  at  Marguerita,  made  a  fruit- 
less effort  to  articulate. 

^  I  understand  you,  my  friend,**  said 
Fandolfina :  **  whatever  may  be  the  event 
of  your  iUness,  Marguerita  is  my  adopted 
child ;  in  every  respect  hereafter  shall  she 
be  considered  as  a  daughter  of  PeroUo*s 
house." 

**  In  me,**  said  the  baroness,  **  she  shall 
always  find  a  mother ;  I  feel  deeply  inte- 
rested in  her;  and  had  all  been  well, 
should  still  have  hoped  to  have  supplied 
to  her  the  parent  she  has  lost.** 

^  If  a  brother^s  love  to  this  adopted  sis^ 
ter  can  be  accepted,  gladly  shall  I  unite 
^with  my  fiuBjly  in  guarding  this  sacred 
^^charge,**  added  Federico. 
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**  Heaven's  blessing  on  my  child,  and 
you  her  noble  friends  P*  faintly  articulated 
Landolini,  and  sunk  senseless  in  the  arms 
of  Pignatelli, 

"  He  is  dead  T  exclaimed  Marguerita, 
clinging  to  him. 

*'  Not  yet,"  replied  the  physician.  **The 
lady  had  better  be  removed  for  a  time. 
The  chevalier  is  not  dead,  and  may  yet 
linger  some  hours  longer." 

The  baroness  assisted  in  removing  Mar- 
guerita, and  the  attendants  exerted  tfaem« 
selves  in  restoring  her  father,  who  socm 
recovered  from  his  swoon. 

His  child  could  scarcely  be  convinced 
that  he  was  still  in  existence,  but  request- 
ed instantly  to  be  taken  back  to  his  bed- 
side. 

Landolini  seemed  very  anxious  to  speak, 
and  wa^  supported  by  Federico  and  Gae- 
tano,  who  appeared  to  emulate  each  other's 
attentions  to  the  sufferer. 

Ma>guerita  was  brought  back  by  the 
baroness,  who  entreated  her  to  exert  her- 
self, for  her  father's  sake,  to  bear  the  cala- 
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nuty  with  calmnessi  and  not  to  shorten 
the  few  remaining  hours  of  his  existence 
here,  or  render  them  more  painful  by  the 
sight  of  her  anguish.. 

When  she  approached  him  again,  he 
held  out  his  arms,  and  tenderly  embracing 
her,  said,  m  a  &int  voice — ''  Let  it  be  a 
comfort  to  you,  my  darling  child,  in  this 
iKnir  of  affliction,  that  your  virtues  and 
excell^ice  have  been  to  your  unhappy  fa* 
ther  a  consolation  greater  than  can  be  ima- 
gined»  and  fhr  greater  than  he  deserved ; 
that  my  knowledge  of  your  conduct  and 
disoretion   mitigates  even  the  agony  of 
leaving  you.**     Here  the  father's  feelings 
overcame  all  restraint ;  his  voice  became 
inarticulate,  and  the  tears  coursing  down 
his  pale  cheeks,  fell  on  the  head  of  his 
child.     The  scene  was  -agonizing  to  all 
who  witnessed  it;  and.the  physician,  fear- 
ing the  exertion  was  speeding  the  parting 
spirit  of  the  sufferer  from    his  worldly 
trials,  attempted  to  lift  Marguerita  from 
his  bosom  ;  but  Landolini's  locdsiof  suppli* 
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catioii,  and  pressing  with  all  his  remain- 
ing strength  his  arms  round  bis  child,  for* 
bade  dl  opposition ;  and,  after  a  minute 
or  two,  he  spoke  again.—**  Do  not  grieve 
for  me,  my  beloved  Marguerita;  I  am  go- 
ing from  a  world,  which  has  been  to  me, 
since  my  early  youth,  a  scene  of  trial 
and  distress;  but  remember  always,  that 
those  sorrows,  great  ^  they  were,  I  brought 
upon  myself-— remember  that  I  owe  my 
own  sufierings,  those  of  your  angel  mo- 
ther, perhaps  her  death,  and,  above  all, 
my  most  intolerable  ai^guisb,  the  leaving 
you  thus  early  unprotected  by  a  parent's 
care,  to  yielding,  in  eariy  life,  to  tlie  in- 
dulgence of  my  own  passions.  Never,  my 
diild,  indulge  an  affection  at  the  expence 
of  its  olgect,  or  at  that  of  imy  duty.** 
'  The  sympathy  of  the  surrounding 
friends  seemed  too  great  to  be  repressed ; 
and  LandoKni  had  exerted  himsetf  till  his 
relaxhig  hold  of  all  he  wished  to  retain, 
aiid  his  dosing  eyes,  prodaimed  that  he 
had  again  fiiinted.    He  remained  longer 
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in  a  state  of  inflendibility  than  he  had  dotie^ 
before,  and  seemed,  if  possible,  still  weaker 
than  after  bis  last  recovery. 

Don  Giacomo  took  the  oppwtunity  of 
again  assuring  him,  that  his  Marguedta 
should  hereafter  be  the  object  of  his  tert-. 
derest  car^,  and  that  her  present  asylum 
should  be  her  future  home. 

Tlie  confessor,  who  was  in  attendance, 
now  approached,  to  perform  the  sad  du*^ 
ties  of  his  office.  Laiidolini  acknowledge, 
ed,  by  signs,  that  he  was  oonsdoua  of  all 
that  passed,  and  endeavoured  in  vain  to 
speak. 

Marguerita  was  borne  insensible  from 
the  room ;  the  looks  of  her  father  followed 
her  to  the  door ;  and  as  it  shut  her  from 
his  sight,  he  sunk  upon  the  bosom  of  Pig- 
natelli,  to  rise  no  mcH^.  She  was  still  re« 
elining  in  the  arms  of  the  baroness,  and 
Federico  standing  by,  when  don  Giacomo 
came  from  the  apartment  of  death.  He 
stood  for  some  moments  regarding  her 
with  the  tenderest   compassion.     Tears 
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teXkA  Bilendj  down  his  cheeks;  and  as 
Mat^erita  raised  her  eyes,  she  caught  the 
expression  of  his  countenance,  and  with  a 
stte«m  again  threw  herself  on  tlie  bosom 
clPiiie  baroness* 

Plindblfina  began  to  speak,  but  was  over- 
jiowered  by  his  fedings,  and  liastily  quit- 
ted the  apartment 

Fedcricb  was  aware  of  what  had  taken 
plaoe^  yet  wishing  he  might  still  hope» 
rQBe'ymiA  w^s  advancing  towards  the  door 
(if' the  room,  where  the  remains  of  Lando^* 
Icni  reposed,  when  Marguerita,  raising  her- 
self, exclaimed — "  I  know  it  well — I  am 
informed  of  my  misery;  take  me  with 
yon,  signor.'* 

*  "Impossible,  at  present,"  said  the  ba- 
Fon^s. 

**  Your  affectionate  kindness,"  said  Fe- 
derieov  ^  will  no  longer  be  felt  Why 
add  to  your  own  distress  needlessly  ?" 
oIHe  took  her  hand  with  the  kindest  sym- 
]nlAiy^  and  with  the  aid  of  his  mother  con- 
duxrted  iier,  in  a  state  of  passive  and  stupi** 


fied  miserf;  to  lOi  ajpaftment  fortfaer  re« 
moved  fvooiithcf  i^iene  of  death.      .,  )   . 

A  cloud  of  gloom  hung  for  some  4ay9 
over  the  Casa  di  Ferol]^.    The  obsequies 
of  the  cavalier  Landolini  were  performed 
with  thewm  attention  as  if  he  had  beeft 
related  to  doit  Giacomo,  and  his  rematnai 
deposited  in  the  cemetery  o£  the  Penollo 
family,  with  every  mark  of  respect  wbicli 
the  banon  Panddifina  could  pay;  every 
member  of  his  family  attended  and  moum^ 
ed  as  for  a  kinsman.     The  grief  of  MaN 
guerita  eotitinued  with  nnabated  violence* 
The .  kind  and  parental  affection  of  hex^ 
guardians,  and  the  fi'atemal,  considerater 
attentions  of  Federico  and  his  friend,  were 
unwearied,  but  generally  produced  a  hursb 
of  grief,  as  if  recalling  the  memory  of  hin^ 
whose  kxBS  they  were  intended  to  supply* 
— •The  cahn  and  cheeHul  deVotion  of  the; 
baroness^  without  any  studied  exhortations^ 
first  led  her  tliought&  to  tiie  only  source 
from  which,  she  could  detive  consolation ;; 
and  in  the  empk>yment  of  her  religious 
dutkfl^  Mlarguerita  &und  that  resignationi 
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and  comfiort,  which,  in  the  eariier  days  of 
her  (borrow,  she  had  thought  never  to  taste 
again. 

Don  Giacomo  had  taken  upon  himself 
the  arrangement  of  her  fathei^s  afibirs,  and 
repeated  to  her  the  assurances  he  had  be- 
foremade,  of  considering  himself  henceforth 
as  her  parent  and  protector,  replying  to 
her  grateful  tears  with  the  kindest  expres- 
sions of  the  gratification  he  should  feel  in 
fulfilling  the  duties  he  had  taken  upon 
him. 

The  baroness,  by  every  means  in  her 
power,  demonstrated  her  affection,  making 
no  other  distinction  in  her  conduct  to  her 
adopted  child  and  her  own  offspring,  than 
the  different  i^es  of  the  parties  rendered 
Becessary. 

Federico  appeared  to  watch  fyf  every 
opportunity  of  shewing  his  entire  concur- 
vtnce  m  tlie  kind  intentions  of  his  family^ 
ij^  Ms  desire  to  relieve  her  from  the 
weight  of  her  past  sKnrrows^  <»  any  anticipa^ 
tioii  of  evib  to  come. 

Gaetano,  who  had  deeply  felt  the  Joss  of 
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Landolini  himself  oould  ibr  some  days 
scarcely  look  at  Marguerita  with  oompo* 
sure ;  his  attentions  afterwards  were  not 
so  apparent  as  those  of  his  friend,  but  they 
were  not  less  kind  and  delicate,  never  fat 
a  moment  forgetting  his  regard  for  her  fit* 
ther,  or  the  situation  of  his  orphaned  child. 

All  intercourse  with  the  Solanto  family 
had,  during  these  sad  scenes,  been  inter- 
rupted. The  baron  had  attended  the  fu* 
neral  rites  with  the  other  friends  of  Pe- 
rollo,  and  the  baroness  and  Costanza  sent 
their  inquiries  after  Marguerita ;  but  no 
meeting  had  taken  place,  all  visitors  be- 
ing excluded  from  the  castle,  in  the  same 
manner  as  upon  the  death  of  a  near  con- 
nexion of  the  family. 

Marguerita  felt  all  the  kindness  of  her 
fnends,  and  exerted  herself  to  conceal  the 
poignancy  of  her  grief  with  all  her  fotti* 
tude  and  resolution,  by  which  she,  in  a 
great  degree,  recovered  her  self-command ; 
and  her  sorrow,  though  unabatec^  was  less 
frequently  displayed  in  public 

The  fiimily  of  Solanto  had  taken  up 
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their  abode  in  a  cassino,  beautifully  situ-i^ 
ated  in  the  rocky  valley  where  the  hot 
springs  rise,  and  at  about  the  distance  of  half 
a  league  from  Sciacca*  It  had  been  the 
choice  of  count  Luna ;  and  being  the  pro- 
perty of  his  relation  Francesco  Iiubiag- 
nia,  every  thing  was^  instantly  done  which 
could  make  it  convenient  to  the  friends^of 
don  Sigismund.  At  some  distance  from 
tlie  other  habitations  round  the  baths,  it 
afforded  at  once  every  advantage  of  the' 
spriiigs,  quiet,  and  retirement,  which  the 
baioness  might  require. 

Don  Sigismund  every  day  spent  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  time  with  bis  mistress^ 
and  exerted  hirasell*  to  the  utmost  to  in-^ 
gratiate  himself  with  all  the  family. 

The  countess  had  made  one  visit  of 
form,  and  took  occasion  to  urge  the 
speedy  fulfilment  of  the  baron's  engage- 
ment with  her  son^  both  to  the  father  and 
mother  of  Costanza ;.  the  latter  referred 
the  matter  solely  to  her  husband ;  and  the 
baron  politely  declined  hurrying  on  the 
a^ir^  till  the.  parties  so  deeply  interested 
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were  better  informed  on  the  subject  o€ 
their  mutual  dispositions; 

The  friends  of  don  Sigismund  had  not 
been  backward  in  shewing  every  atten- 
tion to  the  family.  A  grand  entertaiiv 
ment  had  been  given  at  the  Castel  di 
Luna,  in  honour  of  the  count's  future  rela^ 
tives,  at  which  they  were  introduced  to  all 
the  friends  and  adherents  of  his  hoiise^ 
with  the  exception  of  thebarons^  Adrlano 
and  Delia  Bardia ;  the  former  had  not  ap-^ 
peared  pubHcly  at  the  castle  since  his  fra« 
cas  with  Solaiito,  and  the  latter  was  agaiijt 
abs^it  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Sciacca*. 

The  party  assemUed  were  none  of  them^ 
persons  calculated  to  interest  the  Sokntoa 
in  any  way.  They  consisted  chiefly  of 
the  nobles  of  the  city,  whose  conversation^ 
was  usually  details  of  each  other's,  affairs 
to  all  their  ao^uaintance,  and  abuse  of  don 
Giacomo  FeroUo  and  hiis  friends;  as  tl^ 
latter  subject,  however^  was  understood  to 
be  the  one  on  which  the  baron  Solanto  had 
expressed  such  vehement  anger  against 
Adxiano^  il:  was  carefully  f(V0id6(]^  ex^ecqptr 
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by  cdblique  liints,  shrugs,  and  ejaculations 
of  horror  and  antipathy  at  any  allusion  ta 
the  party's  foe. 

Some  few  of  the  visitors  had  been  occa* 
tonally  at  Falenno^and  attended  the  vice- 
regal court ;  they  consequently  considered 
tliemselves  as  men  of  the  worid,  and  deep* 
ly  versed  in  the  politics  of  every  European 
state. 

Amongst  the  company,  don  Ferrante 
Luche$e  was  the  prindpal  person  who  at-^ 
tracted  the  notice  of  Solanto.  He  was  dis^ 
tantly  related  to  the  countess,  and  warmly 
attached  to  the  interest  of  Luna,  but  with- 
out any  of  the  virulent  antipathy  to  the 
house  of  Perollo,  which  generally  marked 
all  the  friends  of  don  Sigismund.  He  was 
introduced  to  the  baron  by  Geronimo  Fer« 
rara,  and  they  were  soon  mutually  pleased 
with  each  other.  Don  Ferrante  seemed  to 
appreciate  the  polished  manners  of  the  ba- 
ron»  and  his.  extensive  information,  derived 
from  the  active  part  he  had  so  long  taken 
in  public  afibirs ;  while  the  frank  good-na« 
ture^  and  intelligent  and  rationai  con vorsa^ 
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tion,  of  Luches^  were  a  considerable  relief 
to  Solantofrdm  the  unmeaning  prate  of  the 
faarone  del  Nadore,  and  many  others  of  the 
party. 

The  countess  Caltabellotta,  enveloped 
in  the  idea  of  her  own  consequence,  as  pre* 
siding  over  the  splendours  of  Luna  Castle^ 
received  the  homage  of  such  as  chose  to 
flatter  her,  and  remained  perfectly  inat* 
tentive  to  all  beside. 

The  count  had  attached  himself  to  Cos* 
tahza,  of  whom  he  daily  became  more  en- 
amoured, though  he  could  scarcely  hope 
he  was  mitking  tiie  slightest  progress  in 
gaining  her  afifection. 

The  weak  state  of  the  baroness's  health; 
was  an  excuse  for  her  retiring  early ;  and 
after  a  dull  and  heavy  day,  the  party 
broke  up. 

On  the  pext  morning  the  baron  and  lus 
fiunily  returned  to  their  cassino,  havir^ 
remained  at  the  Castel  di  Luna  for  the 

night. 

The  constant  attentions  of  don  Sigis.- 
mund,  though  they  had  made  qo  impr^a* 
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aioM  OP  the  !« itiiwi  rfthe  ^■y->  w»^ 
fantov  7^  Imd  MCHloaHi  kv  to  tlie 
AmigliCs  of  cirastBalj^lieooHn^kis  wifie^ 
and  to  his  daOj  iDcreamig  impstieiice  she 
hegm  to  expect  kn-  &dMA  voohitioii 
moat  jidd;  fast  is  additiaB  to  the  warn* 
ki^  of  &n  nok>  FbtoBo^  the  faBon  faun* 
adf  fi^  so  ntiiiBh  dilKcultjp  m  Atiuii^  ft 


Luna,  that  he  was  l^  no  Bans  indiiied 
to  expedite  the  affiBflr% 
Soon  after  Ae  fiamrai  of  Ae  cavalier 
^m^don  CSaoomo^  his  son,  and  sigt- 

nor  FSgnaldK,  radedoum  to  thecassino^ 
and  apologizing  for  the  bafunesa  Ftadol^ 
ftia,  who  stayed  at  home  with  Margne- 
ilt%  made  a  iitnt  of  some  length. 

The  baron  Solanto  received  them  with 
erery  demonstration  of  welcome,  and  they 
mnttially  wished  that  the  intercourse  be- 
tween their  families  might  continue  and 
ino'eiise;  their  regard  for  esdi  otl^r  seem- 
ed hourly  to  become  greater;  all  the  party 
united  in  lamenting  the  unfortunate  ter- 
mintttlCHi  of  Landolini's  illness^  mid  oom« 


miserating  the  affliction  of  his  ofphan 
child)  the  conversation  afterwards  turned 
upon  the  advantages  of  their  situation  for 
the  convenience  of  the  baths,  and  the 
short  distance  from  Sciacca.  Amongst  the 
thickets,  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the 
valley,  don  Giacomo  mentioned  that  there 
were  a  considerable  number  of  wild  boar^ 
and  offered,  at  the  same  time,  as  Solanto 
had  a  great  taste  for  bunting,  to  attend 
him  with  his  own  dogs  and  huntsmen. 
The  oSer  was  immediately  accepted,  and 
an  early  day  appointed  for  an  expedition 
up  the  country.  The  party  then  took 
leave,  and  returned  to  the  city. 

On  their  way  they  met  co^nt  Luna, 
whom  they  passed, .  without  any  notice 
whatever ;  and  as  the  train  of  Pandolfina's 
attendants  went  by,  they  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  their  lord,  and  without  saluta« 
tion  or  regard  held  on  their  way. 

Enraged  at  this  neglect,  Luna  spurred 
his  horse  impetuously  forward,  and  felt  at 
the  instant  as  if  nothing  but  the  sacrifice 
of  sill  the  house  of  PeroUo  could  appease 
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th^  fury  of  his  rage«  In  a  few  moments 
l)e  began  to  collect  histhoughts,  and  turn- 
ing hb  horse's  head  from  the  cassino,  rode 
nearly  a  league  on  the  road  to  LiculianL 
His  attendants^  and  Pietro  Infontanetta, 
who  was  with  him,  followed  without  com- 
prehending his  meaning.  At  length  he 
halted,  and  observing  to  his  companion 
that  he  had  changed  his  original  intention, 
again  turned  his  course  back  towards  Sd- 
aoca.— **The  insolence  of  Giacomo  Perollo,** 
he  said,  ''calls  for  speedy  punishment, 
and  he  shall  have  it  to  the  fiiU ;  his  auda- 
dous  disregard  of  me  rendered  me  unfit 
to  meet  Solimto's  keen  inspection ;  I  am 
now  better  prepared  to  play  the  dissem- 
bler ;  let  us  return  to  thdr  abode." 

Pietro  assented ;  and  on  their  way  they 
agreed  to  make  no  mention  of  the  meet- 
ing with  FeroUo,  but  to  place  it  to  the 
long  train  of  grievances  they  soon  hoped 
to  be  in  a  situation  to  revenge. 

Notwithstandii^  these  resolutions,  Si- 
gismund  was  not  in  a  state  (^  mind  to  en- 
joy even  the  society  of  Costanza»  or  to 


LUNA  AND  PEROLLO.  '4KI 

feel  sufficiently  on  his  guard  to  be  at  ease 
^fth  her  father,  and  his  visit  was  shorter 
than  any  he  had  yet  paid. 

When  he  reached  his  own  home,  he 
Tented  his  rage  to  his  mother  and  Adriano, 
in  imprecating  vengeance  and  destruction 
on  don  G^acomo.     His  advisers,  by  pro- 
mising him  his  full  of  both  hereafter,  sooth- 
*ed  him  into  composure  for  the  present. 
The  next  day,  his  devoirs  at  the  cassino 
•were  paid  without  any  alteration.    Again 
he  urged  his   suit  witli  Costanza,  and 
pressed  her  father  on  the  subject,  but  with 
no  more  success  than  before. 
-    ^  A  few  months,  signor,"  said  Solanto, 
^  is  but  a  short  [probation,  considering  we 
have  but  so  lately  become  personally  ac- 
^juainted;  and  I  prize  the  happiness  of 
my  child  too  dearly  to  be  precipitate  in 
an  af&ir  of  such  importance  to  the  whole 
e{  her  future  life.    I  have  no  hesitation  in 
repeating  what  has  before  passed  between 
tts»  thrt  ii^  upon  a  sufficient  knowledge 
df  each  other,  there  exists  no  didike  to 
Ae  matdi  in  eitber  party ,  I  shall  most 
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readily  bestow  my  heiress  on  the  son  of 
my  old  friend  count  Luna.  This  is  the  en^ 
gagement,  and  to  this  at  present  I  must 
beg  to  confine  myself 

In  vain  count  Luna  used  every  argu- 
went  and  entreaty  in  his  pawer.  declared 
bis  unbounded  and  unalteraUe  love,  and 
promised  a  most  unhesitating  compliance 
to  any  preliminary  the  baron  might  re- 
quire.'  Solanto,  howeva*,  remained  obdu- 
rate ;  and  the  count  again  departed  with- 
out receiving  a  more  favouraUe  answer  to 
his  request  * 

The  day  previous  to  the  hunting  expedi- 
tion, don  Giacomo,  being  himself  particu- 
larly engaged,  sent  Federico  and  Gaetano 
down  to  the  cassino,  to  make  the  final  or- 
xangements  with  Solanto.  The  baroness^ 
whose  health  was  already  considerably  im- 
proved by  the  use  of  the  baths,  was  sitting 
with  her  husband  and  daughter,  and  cheer- 
fully entered  into  conver$ation  with  Fede- 
rico respecting  his  mother  and  family.  So- 
lanto and  PignatelU  were  deeply  eiigi^fi4 
in.diacussing  the  meiila  of  d^»  hfimn. 
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adid  hunting  spears ;  and  the  SorAk^  re^ 
questing  Gaetano's  opinion  qf  some  nfiw 
purcliase;  they  withdrew  to  inspeqt  it,  the 
baroness  detaining  Federico  a  voluntary 
pris<mer  with  her. 

Sioon  itfttf  the  d^arture  of  th^  haroii 
and  PignateUi,  Beatrice,  thhiking  the  la- 
lies  alone,  came  in.  PeroUo  would  have 
retired,  but  the  baroness  8aid<~"  I  shall  be 
absent  only  a  few  minutes,  and  you  liad 
better  r0mai|i  with  Co$tanaa,  as  yo9 
might  not  be  able  to  find  the  gentlemen." 

Jje&  alone  with  Costanza,  Federico  felt 
conscious  of  KHnething  like  guilt ;  he  at^ 
tempted  in  vain  to  find  some  indifiemDt 
subject  for  conversation ;  the  lady  seemed 
equally  deprived  €^  all  presence  of  mind ; 
and  after  two  or  three  attempts  to  break 
the  distres^ng  silence,  they  both  gave  it 
up  in  despair,  the  lady  bding  employed  at 
her  embroidery,  and  the  gentleman  in 
looking  at  her. 

At  length  a  step  was  heard  approaching ; 
FeroUo  began  to  recover  his  senses,  and 
Costanza  to  lose  her  fears,  when  the  door 
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tiiiiirf  to  an 
Ae  evident  aMifiwiwi  of  tibow  wfaomhe 
hrf  dHi»  UMea^icctcd^inqwfMcd,  He  had 
levned  firom  Ae  diwM^irt  wlnt  goote 
were  at  Ae  caunDo^  bot  baTiiig  alighted 
ftomhis  bone,  he  did  not  dioocetore- 
noont,  and  be  ao  evido^f  driTen  off  by 
tboaehe  oonadeied  Mi  enemies;  he  had 
therefore  advanced  to  Ae  saloon^  expect- 
ing to  find  all  Ae  fiunilj  assemUed,  but, 
to  hi$  infinite  consternatiim  and  anger,  be- 
held (mly  Cortanza,  wiA  FederiooPerollo, 
engaged^  as  it  appeared,  in  very  interest- 
ing discourse. 

The  whole  party  were  for  some  mo- 
ments speechless.  The  lady  was  the  first 
to  recover  her  recollection^  and  she  said 
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-^^  My  mother  has  tiiis  instant  left  ilie 
apartment,  and  wiU  return  in  a  noment ; 
she  is  only  engaged  with  bar  semcant," 

^  You,  signora,  seem  to  have  been  weU 
satisfied  with  the  opportunity  she  has  af- 
forded to  this  treacherous  boy  to  employ 
his  arts  and  flattery." 

'*  For  myself,  count  Laina,"  answered 
Costanza,  '^  I  consider  your  insinuations  as 
DO  more  than  .the  natural  effusions  of  your 
ill-bred  violence,  and  unfortunate  dispofii- 
tkm ;  how  my  father  will  approve  the  in- 
sults you  may  think  proper  to  offer  to  his 
friends,  I  know  not" 

"  Your  father's  friends,  madam,  will 
doubtless  find  an  eloquent  and  willing  de- 
fender in  yourself,  but  I  must  request 
some  further  explanation  from  this  gentle- 
man." 

"At  present,  count  Luna,"  answered 
Federico,  "  I  have  no  further  explanation 
to  give,  nor  do  I  comprehend  exactly 
what  I  am  called  on  to  explain ;  if  I  con- 
■der  myself  insulted,  I  shall  find  some 
better  opportunity  to  answer  it." 

VOL.  III.  c 
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The  baroness  now  entered^  and  gazed 
with  wonder  at  the  scene  before  her.  Cos- 
tanza's  face  was  flushed  with  indignation, 
count  Luna  violently  agitated,  and  Perol- 
lo  alone  seemed  undisturbed.  To  him  she 
turned  an  anxious  look  of  inquiry. 

"  Some  misunderstanding,"  he  said, "  has 
excited  the  count's  displeasure." 

"  No,  signora,"  exclaimed  Luna,  vehe- 
mently, "  my  doubts  have  been  all  cleared 
up — no  misunderstanding  exists !  Signor 
Perollo  has  basely  endeavoured  to  sup- 
plant  me  in  the  affections  of  my  betrothed 
wife,  and  has  too  fatally,  I  fear,  succeeded. 
My  unexpected  arrival  has  clearly  proved 
his  guilty  love,  and  alarmed  me  with  well- 
grounded  fears,  that  it  meets  with  an  ap- 
proval, which  none  of  her  family,  I  trust, 
will  venture  to  excuse." 

"  Your  assertions,  count  Luna,"  replied 
Costanza,  "  are  equally  false  and  grating 
to  my  feelings  ;  such  uncurbed  fury,  such 
malignant  aspersions  on  my  character, 
have  broken  every  tie  between  us.  I  thank 
you  for  the  leasons  you  have  given  me ; 


LUNA  AND  PEROLLO. .  27 

henceforth  you  must  be  the  object  of  my 
aversion  and  contempt — Costanza  di  So- 
lanto  renounces  and  detests  you  T' 

The  baron  entered  during  this  violent 
speech  of  his  daughter's.  Federico's  glow- 
ing cheeks  had  borne  witness  to  the  truth 
of  the  love  he  had  been  accused  of.  The 
baroness  comprehended  nothing  but  that 
some  event  had  excited  the  jealousy  of 
don  Sigismund,  and  the  indignation  of 
Costanza.  Gaetano  alone  had  some  com- 
prehension of  the  truth.  Sigismund  at- 
tempted an  apology  to  the  lady,  which  was 
rejected  with  scorn. 

"  Address  yourself  from  henceforth  to 
my  father,  count  Luna,"  she  said  ;  "  you 
have  received  your  dismission  from  me ; 
I  have  been  too  deeply  insulted  by  your 
unfounded  charges  to  forget  your  conduct 
easily." 

"  From  whom  am  I  to  expect  an  ex- 
planation of  this  scene  ?"  asked  Solanto. 

"  Let  signor  PeroUo,"  said  Sigismund, 
"  explain  the  subject  of  the  interesting 

c  2 
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qonferetioe,  which  I  so  unfortiiinatety  in- 
terrupted, between  himself  tod  the  lady 
Costanza.'* 

**  We  had  scarcely  spoken,"  ainswered 
Federico,  "  during  the  rtforaentary  «b- 
sewce  of  the  hardness  Srfanto." 

**  Do  yon  mean  to  dehy  your^dishonour- 
aWe  love  towards  the  lady  ?"  asked  Luna, 
fiercely. 

Pederico  paused  a  moment.-^— ^*  Those 
who  attempt  to  brand  Perollo's  name  ^by 
any  title  of  dishon6itr,"  he'replied,  "shonild 
seek  some  other  opportunity  than  s«ch  as 
now  presents  itself." 

"  Do  you  deny  your  love  to  the  lady 
Costanza  di  Solanfto?"  agfetin  thundered 
forth  ^on  ^igismund. 

Again  PeroUo  paused,  a*id,  with  sdme 
hesitation,  answered — "  Thus  Tuddy  qu^ 
tioned,  signor,  excuse  me  a  reply." 

**'  This  discussion,  count  Luna,"  said 
Solanto,  '*  from  whatever  It  aroife,  should 
be  conducted  with  more  r^gftrdto  the  cha- 
racter of  those  to  whom  it  is  dir^idt^.*' 

'*  My  absence,  signor,"  said  the  baroness. 
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Huldly,  ^  could  not  haye  lasted  many  mo- 
ments, when  you  arrived ;  beKeve  me,  you 
are  acting  under  some  false  impression."^ 

Don  Sigismund  was  silent  for  a  few  mo- 
ments.-— ^  If  I  have  been  misled/'  he  at 
length  began,  **  the  lady  Costanza  knoifi^s 
feom  whence  my  vehemence  proceeded. 
Va  pri^e  her  fkvours  too  highly,  ia  a  crime 
which,  I  trust,  she  wiU  not  vi^t  so  severe- 
ly  as  she  has  threatened-'^ 

Costanza  did  not  deign  to  raise  her  eyf  s 
to  the  speaker, 

^  This  afiair  may  easily  be  explained,^ 
aaid  the  baroness,  ^  when  all  parties  are 
better  disposed  to  listen.  Your  own  im* 
petuosity,  Costanza,  must  iqake  yo|u  more 
lenient  to  the  same  arror-  in  another.  I 
think  I  n^ay  venture  to  undertake  the  ad* 
justment  of  the  matter ;  and  first,  signw 
Perollo,  let  me  ask  of  you  wh^t  had  taken 
pbce  during  my  absence  ?" 

^  The  lady  Costanza  and  myself-'  re- 
plied Federieo,  ^  had  not  eKohanged  any 
canvOTsation  when  eount  Luna  appeared. 
1  was  certainly  surprised  at  his  entrance. 
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and  made  some  excuse  for  our  apparently- 
private  interview." 

"  The  jealousy  of  don  Sigismnnd  seem- 
ed to  have  taken  alarm,  then,  at  the  cir- 
cumstance of  your  being*  alone  with  Cos- 
tanza  ?" 

"  The  evident  confusion  of  the  gentle- 
man, and  the  blushes  of  the  lady,"  said 
Luna,  "  gave  me  grounds  for  suspicion, 
which,  if  unjustly  excited,  demand  an 
apology,  which  I  now  beg  to  offer." 

At  this  effort  of  justice  towards  Perollo, 
the  blood  mounted  to  the  cheeks  of  Luna^ 
and  it  was  not  without  great  difficulty 
that  he  had  prevailed  on  himself  to  make  it. 

**  My  feelings  towards  you,  count  Lu- 
na," replied  Federico,  "  are  only  those  of 
amity  and  concord,  and  I  willingly  accept 
your  excuses  for  such  conduct  as  appear- 
ances perhaps  might  justify." 

tiJostanza  still  remained  silent. — "  Come, 
my  love,"  said  the  baroness,  "  you,  I  am 
sure,  will  join  in  this  reconciliation,  and 
forget  the  circumstances  which  have  oc- 
curred." 
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"  And  afford  count  Luna  another  op- 
portunity to  insult  me  by  his  insolent  and 
presumptuous  suspicions :  your  exceUenza 
must  excuse  me,  but  it  is  impossible  for 
me  so  soon  to  pass  over  the  indignation 
which  such  treatment  has  called  forth." 

The  baroness  sighed. — "  This  spirit, 
Costanza,  is  not  that  which  I  would  have 
adorn  a  chUd  of  mine." 

"  Costanza  will  think  more  correctly 
and  act  more  mildly  upon  reflection/'  said 
Solanto ;  **  and,  in  the  meantime,  we  will 
let  the  subject  subside."  Then  turning  to 
Federico,  he  gave  him  a  message  to  his  fa- 
ther, and  an  assurance  of  being  ready  to 
attend  him  at  the  appointed  time. 

The  young  men  then  took  their  leave  of 
the  family,  and  with  a  low  bow  to  don 
Sigismund,  withdrew. 

Costanza  soon  after  left  tlie  room,  not 
being  inclined  either  to  remonstrate  ^ith 
her  parents,  or  listen  to  the  supplications 
of  count  Luna. 

When  she  was  gone,  the  baroness  offer- 
ed mimy  excuses  for  her  warmth  of  temper. 
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^  Do  not,  sigxKira,"  sind  Sigismttnd,  ^  so 
9evferelj  censure  me,  as  yoa  must  do  t^ 
Cffodemmng  »  disposition  wfaieb,  m  vf-ery 
iMtanoe,  must  make  my  own  appear  to  ^fk- 
adyantage  hy  eompopison ;  besides  whicli^ 
the  signora  di  Sofemto  is  too  dear  to  me, 
to  make  it  tolerable  to  hear  her  bkimed, 
even  by  you ;  but  lend  me  your  influence 
both  with  her  and  her  fether,  t^  overcome 
^eir  perseverance  in  this  crueJ  delay." 

Bolanto  only  shook  bis  head ;  while  the 
baroness  smiled,  and  assured  the  ooutit  bar 
best  Endeavours  should  not  be  wanting  in 
bis  service: 

After  aome  further  conversation,  the 
count  withdrew,  not  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  appearance  he  had  observed, 
tiiough  he  had  seemed  to  overlook  it,  in 
order  to  sooth  the  irritation  of  Costanza. 

When  don  Sigismund  had  d^>arted,  the 
baroness  fulfilled  her  promise'  to  him,  and 
attempted  to  obtain  Solanto's  consent  to 
shorten  the  period  of  probation  he  had  re- 
solved on  inflicting  upon  the  impatient 
lover. 
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The  baron  was,  however,  fixed  in  his 
determination,  and  the  lady  soon  after  re- 
peked  to  her  daagfatef's  apartmait,  to  make 
some  particular  inquiries  relative  to  what 
had  passed  during  her  absence.  She  found 
Castanza  walkmg  vapidly  up  and  down  hjsr 
moBi,  as  if  agitating  her  body  would  quiet 
her  mind. 

On  her  mother's  entrance  she  blushed, 
and,  as  tiiough  endeavouring  to  turn  her 
thoughts  from  the  peeent  scene,  began  ask- 
ings with  ffteaJt  earnestness,  about  the  ba- 
roo^'a  bunting  party. 

The  faaroness  answered  aU  her  inquiries 
wiljpi  great  patie^ioe  and  ealmness,  and  then 
said-sn^  Now,  my  love,  reply  to  a  few 
quesjdoDS  I  have  to  ask  you ;  I  do  not  tell 
yon  to  be  candid — I  know  you  will ;  ex- 
pkun  to  me  the  real  cause  of  count  Luna's 
anger  this  morning,  fer  I  must  confess 
ihere  seemed  to  me  more  understood  than 
expressed  by  a&  parties.'' 

*^  My  dearest  mother,  how  should  I  un- 
dafstand  what  exdted  such  a  temper  as 

c3 
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count  Luna's  to  violence  ?  if  he  had  been 
good-humoured  and  gentlemanlike,  the 
cause  of  such  a  marvel  might  have  been 
worth  seeking." 

"  Costanza,  I  did  not  ask  you  for  an 
opinion  of  don  Sigismund's  temper  in  ge- 
neral, but  for  the  reason  of  the  violent  ir- 
ritation in  which  you  and  he  both  were  cm 
my  return." 

"  Mamma,  signor  Perollo  and  I — were 
— saying  nothing — and  count  Luna  came 
in — and  signor  Perollo — I  mean  myself— 
I  looked  surprised — I  believe,  and  then  he 
began  that  insolent  accusation  which  you 
heard.  That  is  all— except  that  if  signor 
Federico  Perollo  had  at  all  resembled  in 
character  this  odious  count  Luna,  the 
scene  would  have  ended  very  differently  to 
what  it  did." 

"  Costanza,  my  child,  look  at  me ;  what 
had  been  the  conversation  between  you 
and  don  Federico  during  my  absence  ?" 

"  None,  mamma,"  said  Costanza,  blush- 
ing still  more ;  "  I  do  not  believe  we  talk- 
ed at  all." 
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^  And  whence  arose  this  miraculous  si- 
lence?" 

*^  I  dp  not  know,  mamma-— I  could  not 
recollect  any  thing  to  say/' 

.  The  baroness  was  silent  for  a  minute  or 
two,  as  if  considering  what  she  was  to 
think  of  Costanza's  altered  and  embarrass- 
ed manner.  At  last  she  said — **  Federico 
Perollo  knew  of  your  engagement  from 
the  first;  surely  he  cannot  have  been  so 
base  as  to  endeavour  to  render  the  per- 
formance of  it  painful  to  you  ?" 

'^  I  do  not  think,  mamma,  that  signer 
Perollo  would  do  any  thing  base." 

"  If  he  has  ever  expressed  for  you  any 
other  sentiments  than  those  of  respect  and 
friendship,  I  cannot  call  his  conduct  by 
any  gentler  name." 

"  He  never  professed  any  sentiments  of 
any  kind  to  me,"  said  Costanza,  endeavour- 
ing to  exert  herself,  but  feeling  a  most  vi- 
olent  inclination  to  weep,  though  she 
scarcely  knew  why,  "  and  indeed  he  has 
never  said  or  done  any  thing  that  I  know 
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<rf;  which  should  lessen  the  good  ophiion 
you  entertained  of  him." 

**  My  dearest  CostaozB,''  said  the  baron- 
ess, "  I  have  nevw  attempted  to  deoehre 
you  into  obedience ;  the  indulgence  I  have 
ever  shewn  to  your  wishes,  and  the  noble 
candour  you  have  till  now  manifested,  had 
made  me  hop6  I  should  never  have  to  de- 
plore your  want  of  confidence  in  me*  Your 
own  heart  must  accuse  the  w^  you  are 
replynig  to  questions  which  can  be  dKcta- 
ted  by  nothing  but  anxiety  for  your  hap- 
piness."* 

''  What  ean  I  tell  yon  ?*  said  CMtanza, 
imich  aflfeeted.  "^  If  I  think  that  Federi- 
w  Percdlo  would  not  be  wtry  if  I  wiere 
disengaged,  I  have  only  my  own  ttiougfats 
on  the  subject,  for  he  is  too  gancrous  to 
bave  expressed  such  a  feding;  and  if  I 
eanmot  help  comparing  him  with  oount 
Luna,  and  coimt  Luna  sdways  loses  by 
Dhe  omipariaan,  what  am  I  to  do?  I  own 
I  d^  feel  WKler  a  great  restrravt  with  aig- 
MT  PeioUo^  wliich  I  oumot  aeeonut  fcr 
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any  dtlMn^ttf ;  and  wbcsi  omuit  Luna  isn- 
tered,  I  dtare  «ay  I  looked  ooniluwd  and 
uneomfortabla ;  Imt  knowing^  tiiat  I  had 
bem  uaiiig  my  utmost  power  oner  my 
own  feelings,  on  the  side  of  den  fiigis- 
mun^  I  lost  all  patience  at  being  aoensfd 
by  hkn,  witb  so  little  cettemony,  and  be- 
fore Feitillotoo,  of  enoouiBging  addrosaes 
whkdi  were  naysr  nude  to  ma" 

^  Kow,  my  ionre,  you  have  nnswered  me. 
You  are  in  a  dang^roas  situation,  but  its 
upright  kitentiona  are  ^ne  nMessary  to 
extricate  you,  I  shall  not  iong  be  yneasy 
on  the  subject,  i  will  not  prolong  this 
eoDversatiofi.  or  i,mem  it  »«i»a»s«ay; 
such  adbjeets  do  more  mkdiiief  than  they 
havecN^t  ibr ;  you  «e  engaged  to  ^ount 
Luna,  wfiMe  aiTeetion  for  you  camiot  be 
doubted)  snd  whose  gnartest  Andt  k  a 
spirit,  to  which  your  own  is  but  too  near- 
ly allied ;  it  is  therefore  your  duty  to  avoid 
all  comparisons  to  his  disadvantage.  Sig- 
nor  Perollo  departs  very  shortly  for  the 
Milanese,  and  while  he  stays,  I  will  take 
care  not  to  expose  you  too  frequently  to 
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his  society f  which  I  am  sony  you  find  so 
agreeable — ^yourself  must  do  the  rest." 

Saying  this,  the  baroness  embraced  her 
daughter,  and  returned  to  the  baron,  to 
whom  she  gave  an  account  of  what  had 
passed,  and  expressed  to  him  a  degree  of 
anxiety  about  her  child,  which  she  had  not 
thought  it  prudent  to  shew  to  her. 

Every  fresh  communication  made  the 
baron  feel  less  inclined  to  commit  the  hap- 
piness of  his  darling  Costanza  to  the  risk 
of  a  marriage,  to  which  he  saw  no  existing 
temptation ;  still,  to  behave  honourably  to 
count  Luna,  he  entirely  concurred  with 
the  baroness,  on  the  propriety  of  request- 
ing  that  Federico  would  not  at  present  vi- 
sit them  unaccompanied  by  his  family,  and 
this  they  determined  to  do,  in  a  confiden- 
tial communication  to  the  baron  and  ba- 
roness Fandolfina. 
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CHAPTjER  II. 


There  was  a  laughing  devil  in  his  sneer. 
That  raised  emotions  both  of  rage  and  fear; 
And  where  his  frown  of  hatred  darkly  fell, 
Hope  withering  fled,  and  mercy  sighed  farewell. 

Byron. 

Aftee  his  interview  with  the  countess, 
Delia  Bardia  set  out  for  Santa  Caterina,  to 
claim  his  prize.  The  abbess  knew  too 
well  the  character  of  Accursi  d'Amato, 
and  the  authority  under  which  he  acted, 
to  resist  the  order,  and  the  novice  Fran- 
dsca  was  summoned  to  the  parlour  of  the 
convent,  unconscious  of  the  fate  which 
awaited  her. 

With  astonishment  she  beheld  the  ter- 
rific figure  of  Accursi,  tall  beyond  the  sta- 
ture of  ordinary  men ;  his  gigantic  form 
was  awkward  and  unprepossessing,  and  his 
countenance  marked  by  the  deep  lines  of 
dark  and  malignant  passions ;  and  rendet- 
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ed  still  more  repellent  by  the  cadaverous 
hue  of  his  complexion,  seemed,  to  the  ti- 
mid novice,  one  of  the  most  appalling  ob- 
jects her  fancy  could  conceive ;  she  was  at 
first  so  overpowered  at  his  appearance,  and 
at  being  summoned  on  such  an  occasion, 
that  she  scarcely  heeded  the  introduction 
of  the  abbess. 

'^  The  unknown  friends,"  said  the  supe^ 
rior,  "  by  whom  you  were  placed  under 
my  care,  and  to  whom  you  ^re  in4ebtp^  for 
support,  hwve  changed  their  wishes  wMi) 
regard  to  yoi^  future  de^tinatirm^  an4  I 
wi  now,  my  child,  to  deliver  you  into  tl»p 
hands  of  thi9  gentlejor^n,  the  harQn^  delk 

Francisca  looked,  almost  incredujojis, 
jBnst  at  the  abbesiis,  and  then  at  Accvrsji ; 
horror  and  dismay  seized  all  her  faci^tie^, 

and  ^  mvik  fatoliDg  pn  the  floor. 

J)eUa  Bardia  assists  the  supiew>r  in 
raiwng  ter,  observing,  that  he  lyas  not  to 
be  iropo^  upon  by  any  affected  tpixors 
w  piows  jsgsplutK)!^  >  an4  as  ,sopa  »^  djt^ 
began  tp  Reopver,  desiypd^  tfaat  wfen  fecr 


stuprise  iiftd  m  some  degree  subsided^  she 
voi^tt  be  directed  to  prepare  for  ber  de* 
perture  withiB^  two  hours* 

*'  A  longer  delay  migbk  be  granted  by 
yooT  poMcy,  signer,"  said  the  abbess ;  *'  I 
expect  it  not  Jvotn  your  bumanity ;  Frails 
(Mca  is  timid,  and  Xff  a  delioate  conefeitu- 
tion — ^violenoe  and  barbarity  may  rob  you 
of  your  prey.  I  shall  not  grv^e  her  up  tiU 
1 9te  her  perfectly  lestorsd." 

^  You  will  do  well,  madam,  t^  remt  my 
satijk>rity,  and  that  of  tiie  natural  giiavdi- 
flMof  this  girl/  said  Aeeursi,  with  a  sneer. 

*  I  da  not  mevs  t»  resist,  signor ;  hut  I 
shall  act  with  some  attention  te  the  ibel- 
iliga  of  humanity,  which  I  lasnent  to  see 
are  so  totally  unknown  to  you.'* 

Bblla  Bardia  withdrew,  and  left  the 
abbess  to  recover  the  famting  novioe^ 
wbo^  on  her  return  to  sensation,  eagep. 
ly  inquired  if  she  had  not  been  suflfeiw 
ing  under  Ibe  effects  of  a  fHghtftil 
dream  ? 

^  You  have  unneeessarily  abumwi  your* 
self,  my  diild^^  said  the  superior;  ^  the 


42  TH£  F£nDS  OF 

fiiends  and  relatives  you  have  so  frequent- 
ly wished  to  see,  will  now  be  made  known 
to  you ;  why  should  you  feel  such  terrors 
upon  the  occasion  ?" 

"  But  to  go  with  that  dreadful  stranger!" 
said  Francisca,  clinging  to  the  abbess,  with 
horror  at  the  remembrance  of  Delia  Bardia; 
"  oh,  hide  me  from  him,  and  let  me  wait 
some  other  conductor !" 

The  superior  protested  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  detain  her,  or  to  disobey  the 
orders  she  had  received  from  the  lady  from 
whom  she  had  been  sent  in  infancy,  and 
whose  plans  for  her  being  now  changed,  it 
was  resolved  that  she  should  be  introduced 
to  the  world,  from  which  she  had  so  long 
been  secluded. 

Francisca  had  been  educated  with  no 
other  idea  than  that  of  a  monastic  life, 
and  with  a  full;  belief  that  in  the  wicked 
scenes  beyond  the  walls  of  her  convent, 
she  had  no  one  from  whom  she  had  a  right 
to  expect  either  love  or  protection,  and  she 
had  long  looked  forward  to  the  expiration 
of  her  noviciate  with  satisfaction. 
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To  the  circumstances  of  her  birth  she 
was  a  strange,  and  had  never  been  able  to 
learn  more  than  that  some  lady,  interest- 
ed in  her  fate,  had  placed  her  where  she 
was,  and  in  so  doing  had  conferred  upon 
her  a  favour,  which  her  utmost  gratitude 
could  never  hope  to  repay. 

The  strict  rules  of  Santa  Caterina  made 
it  no  desirable  residence  for  any  but  such 
devotees  as  hoped,  by  leading  miserable 
lives  on  earth,  to  be  happy  in  heaven,  and 
a  few  profligate  females,  who  trusted,  by 
severe  penance  and  fasting,  to  wash  away 
the  stains  of  earlier  life.  Few  parents, 
who  tx)ndemned  their  children  to  a  religi- 
ous seclusion,  wej-e  so  bigoted  or  so  un- 
feeling as  to  send  them  to  Santa  Caterina. 

Francisca  therefore  seldom  had  met 
with  a  companion  of  her  own  age,  or  with 
any  lighter  spirit,  who  might  have  inspired 
her  with  a  wish  to  join  in  the  pleasures  of 
the  world,  or  the  amusements  of  society. 
She  was  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  gloom 
and  bigotry;  beyond  the  walls  she  was 
taught  that  every  place  was  filled  with  vi- 
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md  crime,  md  that  a  oanventual 
Mfewas  t^o^f"  meaiscf  peace  and  bqp- 
pBKaB»  esther  in  beavien  (H*  OQ  entL  Eter 
tatffita  had  reoored  litde  or  no  caltiva- 
tioD,  and  had  not  her  iDtefleets  been  natu- 
laDy  stamg,  die  must  have  flunk  into  a 
state  of  childish  firtuity ;  but  her  mind  was 
pure  fium  evety  thought  of  evil,  and  her 
padenoe  and  Ibititnde  had  heen  severely 
tried  in  this  sdiool  of  &natic  bigotry .  The 
lives  and  maitndoni  of  all  the  saints  and 
virgins  in  the  calendar,  were  the  only  ex> 
amples  ever  hdd  up  to  her  ioiitatien;  yet 
from  them  she  learned  resoluticm  and  per* 
seveianoe  in  her  cueer  of  religion  and  vir- 
tues, nnamiahle  as  they  might  appear  in 
the  characters  by  whom  she  was  surround- 
ed. 

The  superior  of  the  convoit  had  gene- 
raUy  treated  her  with  all  the  kindness  the 
rules  <^the  sisteifaood  permitted,'  and  ha- 
bit had  fixed  the  afiection  of  the  novioe 
upon  her,  and  two  or  three  of  the  other 
nuns;  having  no  other  object  to  call  forth» 
or  rather  to  reoeive  t)ie  natural  efiusions 
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of  youthful  feeling  they  bad  been  pheed 
upon  siteh  of  her  associates  as  seemed  best 
inclined  to  foster  them.  But  the  nuns  of 
Smta  Caterina  had  few  of  them  any  woiid- 
ly  affections  remaining ;  superstition  and 
fimatidsm  reigned  without  one  rival  feel, 
ing  within  them ;  and  cool  indifference  had 
often  repaid  the  warmth  of  Francdsoa^s 
love. 

Notwitiistariding  the  inmates  of  her  con- 
vent were  tims  repulsive  and  unprepos- 
sessing, still  the  thoughts  of  being  torn 
from  the  <Mily  home  she  had  ever  seen, 
from  the  only  friends  she  had  ever  known, 
from  the  abode  of  her  youth,  and  the 
boundary  of  her  wishes,  was  a  shock  so 
violent  and  unexpected,  that  she  knew 
not  how  to  think  or  act  under  it  Sorrow  *^ 
would  have  predominated,  had  not  a  more 
powerful  sensation  of  alarm  possessed  her 
mind,  arising  from  her  dread  at  the 
thoughts  of  being  entrusted  to  sudi  atper- 
sbn  as  the  barone. 

It  was  in  vain  that  the  abbess  strove  to 
tompose  Tier,   by  assuring  her  that  she 
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would  receive  every  attention  where  she 
was  going,  and  that  she  would  still  be  un- 
der the  protection  of  the  lady,  whose  care 
had  attended  her  through  her  early  years, 
and,  in  all  probability,  would  soon  meet 
with  other  friends,  and  perhaps  relatives, 
from  whom  she  would  receive  the  greatest 
kindness. 

In  spite  of  the  representations  of  the  su- 
perior, Francisca  sat  weeping  and  lament- 
ing her  destiny,  and  protesting  that  no 
power  should  divert  her  from  her  inten- 
tion of  taking  the  veil,  and  returning  to 
her  convent,  from  whence  she  considered 
it  as  sacrilege  to  take  her. 

By  command  of  the  abbess,  her  slender 
wardrobe  was  soon  in  readiness,  the  no- 
vice herself  being  unable  to  attend  to  any 
thing.  Her  conductor  at  length  reap- 
peared, and  terror  stopped  the  lamenta- 
tions of  Francisca ;  speechless,  pale,  and 
trembling,  she  received  the  adieus  of  the 
sisterhood,  and,  with  a  convulsive  shudder, 
was  supported  to  a  litter  at  the  convent 
gate,  in  which  she  was  placed  by  Delia 
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Bardia,  who  did  not  appear  to  perceive  her 
agitation,  or,  if-  he  perceived  it,  did  not 
deign  to  notice  it. 

In  the  evening  they  halted  at  a  small 
village  near  Santa  Margarita,  where  the 
barone  was  more  attentive  to  the  wants 
and  wishes  of  his  companion  than  he  had 
been  during  the  journey. 

Frandsca  had  in  some  degree  recover- 
ed her  composure,  and  resolved  within 
herself  the  conduct  she  intended  to  pur- 
sue. She  expected  soon  to  see  the  lady 
who  had  always  been  considered  as  her 
guardian  and  protectress,  and  hoped,  by 
declaring  her  fixed  determination  to  per- 
sist in  taking  the  veil,  that  she  should  be 
permitted  to  return  to  her  convent. 

Her  fellow-traveller  exerted  himself  to 
amuse  her.  He  congratulated  her  upon 
her  release  from  the  convent,  and  the  pro- 
spect of  being  introduced  to  the  v/orld, 
from  which  she  had  been  so  long  secluded. 

This  produced  a  vehement  declaration 
of  her  abhorrence  of  the  pleasures  of  soci- 
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cty,  sndher  resohition  to  live  and 
m  the  watls  of  Santa  Caterina. 

A  little  more  knowled^  on  the  sukgeot, 
And  the  experience  of  a  few  days,  Aocursi 
observed,  would  soon  dissipate  these  spinh- 
tual  notions.*— "The  wishes  of  your  friends, 
lady,"  he  said,  ^^  will  find  a  powerful  sup« 
port  from  the  t^nptations  around  yon^ 
and  the  gaieties  of  the  world  oblitemte  the 
visions  conjured  up  by  'the  superstition 
and  hypocrisy  of  the  old  nans  of  Santa 
Caterina.** 

This  was  the  first  time  iFranctsca  had 
ever  heard  an  idea  that  the  society  she  had 
quitted  were  not  the  most  perfect  and 
most  fortunate  of  hum«Q  beings.  She 
looked  in  wonder  at  the  darkicountetiano^ 
of  AocuFsi  d'Amato,  and  fancied  that  the 
foul  fiend  himself  must  have  been  peraoit- 
ted  to  take  possession  of  his  person,  and 
crossed  herself  with  devotion  at  his  pm- 
fane  remark. 

"  At  'San  Bartolomeo,  whither  we  are 
going,"  Jhe  continued,  •*  you  ^will  find  'but 
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little  society;  I  hope,  however,  soon  to 
take  you  to  Seiacca,  where  you  will  be  in- 
troduced to  the  friends  and  connexions  of 
both  our  families." 

**  You  know  then,  signor,  to  whom  I 
owe  my  origin?"  exclaimed  Francisca, 
with  joyful  satisfaction.  "  Shall  I  indeed 
see  my  parents  and  relations  ?" 

**  This,"  he  replied,  •*  is  no  place  for 
explanations;  when  we  arrive  at  Santo 
Bartolomeo,  you ,  shall  be  informed  of  all 
you  wish  to  know ;  but  we  must  begin 
our  travels  early ;  you  had  therefore  better 
retire  to  your  couch,  signora ;  and  be  as- 
sured that  all  your  anxiety  shall  be  fully 
quieted  in  a  short  time,  and  your  curiosity 
satisfied,  when  we  shall  hear  no  more,  I 
trust,  of  returning  to  Santa  Caterina." 

The  novice  began  again  to  eulogize  the 
happiness  of  her  old  abode,  in  the  same 
strains  she  had  so  frequently  heard  it  ex- 
tolled. 

Accursi  listened  with  impatience  for  a 
short  time,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  ha- 
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rangue  wished  her  good-nigfat»  and  re- 
tired, sending  in  a  female  attendant  to  as- 
sist the  lady  in  preparing  for  the  short  in- 
terval allowed  for  her  repose. 

In  vain  Frandsca  attempted  to  com- 
pose herself  to  sleep.  The  present  and  fu- 
ture prospects  which  had  dawned  upon  her 
during  the  last  few  hours,  so  entirely  oc- 
xnipied  her  thoughts,  that  it  was  impossi? ; 
ble  to  exclude  them,  and  daybreak  found 
her  still  waking  and  restless.  She  was 
soon  summoned  to  rise  and  set  fcnrward ; 
and  during  a  long  and  fatiguing  day,  she 
was  shut  up  in  her  litter,  except  for  a  short 
time  at  noon,  when  they  halted  at  Sam- 
buca  to  rest  themselves  and  their  horses. 

Towards  evening  they  began  to  ascend 
the  dreary  heights  of  Santo  Bartdomeo,  in 
the  deepest  recesses  of  which  stood  the  cas- 
tle belonging  to  the  barone  della  Bardia;  a 
few  miserable  hovels  in  a  valley  beneath 
the  castle  were  the  only  traces  of  human 
habitation,  and  these  resembled  the  huts  of 
a  wandering  tribe,  rather  than  the  abodes 
of  civilization. 
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Frandsca  had  been  always  accustomed 
to  the  gloom  and  melancholy  of  Santa  Ca- 
tetina ;  therdfore,  perhaps  the  scene  made 
less  impression  upon  her  than  it  would 
have  done  on  any  other  person ;  yet  as  she 
passed  und^  the  dark  and  ruuied  archway 
into  the  courtyard,  which  was  cov^*ed  in 
places  with  fragments  of  the  tottering 
Jtmildang,  the  air  of  desolaticm  struck  even 
her;  and  the  few  persons  who  appeared 
had  the  same  fierce  and  military  aspect 
which  characterized  her  travelling  compa- 
mon.  The  whole  looked  more  like  a  rob- 
ber's den  than  the  establishment  of  a  feur 
dal  baron. 

As  Accursi  lifled  Francisca  from  her 
litter,  he  observed  to  her,  that  he  hoped 
the  exterior  appearance  of  her  future  home 
would  soon  be  more  prepossessing;  and 
conducting  her  through  a  dark  ha]l,  th^y 
passed  two  or  three  desolate  apartments ; 
and  finally  entered  one,  which,  though 
somewhat  better,  was  cheerless  and  gloomy 
in  the  extreme. 
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After  some  apparent  difficulty  in  find- 
ing her,  an  old  woman  entered  the  nxxn, 
and  received  Delia  Bardia's  orders  to  attend 
entirely  upon  the  lady,  until  he  could  pro- 
cure for  her  some  more  suitable  waiting- 
woman — '•  Mine  has  hitherto,^  he  said, 
"  been  a  bachelor's  establishment,  and  you 
will  find  the  castle  in  some  disorder;  but 
we  shall  soon  make  it  more  habitable,  sig- 
nora,  and,  for  the  present,  you  will  excuse 
its  want  of  accommodation.  I  have  afTairs 
of  importance,  which  require  my  attention 
this  evening,  but  you  will  give  whatever 
orders  you  think  necessary,  and  they  fiball 
be  obeyed  to  the  extent  of  our  ability k^ 
He  then  took  his  leave  of  the  astonished 
girl,  who>  wearied  by  her  journey,  terrified 
lit  her  novel  situation,  and  ignorant  o€ 
feVery  thing  around  her,  was  incapable  of 
answermg;  and  seating  herself  on  the 
nearefiit  chair,  gave  free  course  to  her  tears 
for  some  time. 

The  old  woman,  standing  by,  in  nearly 
equal  surprise,  but  her  volubility  soon  get- 
ling  the  better  of  her  reserve,  she  prated 
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most  loquaciously  to  the  almost-unheeding 
Frandsca. — **  I  never  did  expect  such  do- 
ings  as  tibis,''  she  began, ''  that  ever  I  should 
liveto  see  ac^l  lady  mistress  of  theold  Castle 
of  Santo  Bartolomeo ;  but  they  do  say,  that 
your  excellenza  has  gold  and  jewels  enough 
to  build  up  the  battered  walls  again,  as 
fine  as  any  thing  in  Sciac6a.  To  be  sure, 
I  did  think  it  Was  all  a  story,  invented  by 
that  fellow  Giuseppe;  to  make  me  guess 
and  wonder,  when  he  told  me  that  his  ex- 
cell^iza  was  going  to  marry  an  angel,  as 
rich  as  the  madonna  di  Trapani,  who  was, 
for  aught  he  knew,  a  daughter  of  the  em- 
peror, or  the  viceroy;  but  when  I  was 
told  to  put  the  best  furniture  into  this 
room,  and  the  great  bed  in  the  next 
was  dusted  and  cleaned,  I  thought  there 
might  be  something  in  it,  and  perhaps  the 
barone  was  about  to  bring  home  another 
smart  lady  from  Palermo,  such  as  he  has 
once  or  twice  before ;  but,  bless  me  !  your 
excellenza  is  quite  another  thing;  and 
when  I  heard  just  now  that  there  really 
was  a  priest  in  the  castle,  I  could  not  tdl 
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which  way  to  turn  me ;  and  so  I  sat 
in  the  room  over  the  gateway  to  watch 
your  arriyal — ^not  that  I  expected  to  see 
you ;  and  though  they  searc^d  all  ovar 
the  castle,  they  would  never  nave  found 
me,  onty  I  thought  I  might  as  well  come 
and  look  at  my  lord's  new  bride*" 

^  Yon  are  mistaken  then,**  said  Fran- 
cisca,  still  weeping.  *^  I  am  not,  nor  do  I 
mean  to  be,  any  one's  bride ;  I  am  a  imk 
vice,  belonging  to  Santa  Caterina.  Why 
I  am  brought  here,  I  know  not;  but  when 
I  see  my  friends,.  I  presume  I  shall  be  in* 
formed.** 

*^  But  your  excellenza  has  untold  sum» 
of  gold,  and  mines  of  wealth  ?"  asked  the 
old  woman. 

*^  I  neither  know  c^,  nor  wish  to  possess 
the  treasures  of  the  world,'*  said  Frandsca; 
**  only  let  nie  return  to  Santa  Caterina^ 
and  I  shall  be  happy." 

The  old  woman  stared  as  if  doubting 
the  sanity  of  the  young  lady,  who  ex- . 
pressed  a  wish  to  retire  to  rest,  hoping 
thereby  to  escape  from  her  attendant. 
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**  Your  exceUenza  w91  take  some  food 
first ;  I  will  go  and  see  what  can  be  found," 
she  said,  and  ¥dthdrew. 

During  her  absence,  the  new  inmate  of 
Santo  Bartolomeo  looked  round  her  apart- 
ment, into  which,  she  had  just  been  told, 
the  best  furniture  in  the  castle  had  been 
removed.  The  tapestiy  hangings  consist- 
ed of  various  fragments  of  various  stories, 
pot  up  by  the  taste  of  old  Beatrice,  where- 
ever  the  mi^nal  covering  had  fallen  from 
the  walls.  Warriors  upon  their  chargers, 
with  their  legs  in  the  air,  were  grouped 
with  tattered  apostles,  and  moth-eaten 
scenes  of  fiirms  and  vineyards.  The  few 
chairs  were  those  which  had  been  selected 
as  most  fit  for  service,  from  various  sets ; 
and  a  table,  which  would  stand  without 
much  trouble,  completed  the  sumptuous 
display. 

The  air  of  abandoned  and  desolate  mi- 
sery struck  even  the  novice  from  Santa  Ca- 
terina.  In  her  convent  she  had  been  ac- 
customed to  every  deprivation  of  the  com- 
forts, as  well  as  the  luxuries  of  life,  yet 
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still  there  was  order,  and  some  idea  of  neat- 
ness, in  the  humble  pallet  and  slender  fur- 
niture of  their  cells ;  and  the  parlour,  and  . 
apartments  of  the  abbess,  were  decently, 
though  simply  arranged. 

The  old  woman  arrived  at  length  with  " 
a  most  enormous  dish  of  c^lio,  which  ap> 
peared  to  have  been  prepared  for  all  the 
ruffian-like  domestics  in  the  courts  below, 
and  a  bottle  of  execrable  wine.  Francisca 
had  not  been  accustomed  to  dainty  fare ; 
she  therefore  thankfully  partook  of  the  vi- 
ands offered  her,  and  was  conducted  by 
Beatrice  into  the  adjoining  room,  where 
the  state  bed  had  been  dusted  out  for  her 
reception.  The  appearance  of  this  room 
was  much  in  the  same  style  as  the  one  she 
had  quitted. 

"  His  excellenza,"  said  the  old  woman, 
"  never  resided  much  at  Santo  Bartolomeo 
till  of  late ;  he  used  formerly  to  spend  hie 
time  in  Sciacca ;  and  ray  husband  and  I 
kept  the  castle  in  order ;  but  now  we  have 
the  barone  himself,  and  his  friend  count 
Giorgio,  and  all  their  attendants,  or  soU 


LtTNA  AKD  PEEOLLO.  57 

&&S,  as  they  call  themselves.  It  was  a 
fine  surprise  to  me,  as  your  exeellenza  may 
suppose,  when  they  came  clattering  up 
to  the  castle  in  the  dead  of  night ;  and  then 
there  was  so  much  consulting  and  debating 
mth  my  jhusband,  and  such  searching  for 
keys,  and  exploring  dl  the  old  holds,  that 
I  could  never  make  out  what  they  meant,. 
or  where  they  put  the  poor  man  who  wa9 
brought  with  them,  so  muffled  up,  that  I 
never  got  a  glimpse  at  his  face,  though  I 
peeped  at  every  opportunity •'' 

Francisca  couU  not  avoid  hearing  all 
this  gossip,  though  it  made  but  little  im- 
pression on  her;  and  having  performed 
her  evening  services,  and  secured  the  door 
after  the  departure  of  old  Beatrice,  she  re- 
tired to  rest  She  did  not  see  the  barone 
till  late  the  next  day,  which  she  spent  al- 
most entirely  alone,  and  much  in  the  samue^ 
way  as  she  would  have  done  at  Santa  Ca^ 
terina,  in  devotional  exercises.  It  appeared 
to  her  singular  that  her  friends  should 
have  taken  her  from  her  convent  to  iin»- 
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mure  her  in '  a  ruinous  castle,  with  only  a 
man  like  Delia  Bardia ;  but  she  had  been 
exercised  in  patience,  and  now  found  the 
benefit  of  that  which  she  had  acquired. 

When  Accursi  entered,  he  excused  him- 
self slightly  for  his  absence^  which  busi- 
ness, he  said^  had  rendered  necessary. 

**  When  may  I  expect  to  see  tte  friends 
to  whom  I  am  related  ?"*  asked  Francises. 

**  It  will  not  be  long  before  you  will  be 
introduced  to  them,"  he  replied ;  •*  and  in 
the  meantime,  I  hope  you  will  not  find 
this  so  uncomfortable  a  residence  as  it  at 
first  appeared.** 

**  You  promised  me,  signor,  an  explana- 
tion of  several  circumstances,  to  which  I 
am  at  present  a  stranger.** 

"  And  it  is  my  intention  to  fulfil  it^*^ 
said  Accursi ;  **  but  you,  lady,  must  first 
obey  the  injunction  of  your  unknown  mo- 
ther." 

**  In  all  things  I  am  prepared  to  honour 
and  be  obedient  to  her,"  answered  Fran- 
xHsca. 

"  I  am  happy,**  said  Accursi,  ^  to  find 
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the  abbess  has  not  failed  in  her  duty  here ; 
your  professions,  signora,  are  now  to  be 
proved;  you  must  accompany  me  to  the 
altar,  and  instantly  become  the  wife  of 
Delia  Bardia." 

The  novice  was  for  a  few  minutes  si« 
lent ;  she  had  rallied  all  her  presence  of 
mind,  all  her  composure,  to  hear  the  ex- 
pected intelligence  of  her  family  and  ori- 
gin, to  meet  the  terrific  barone,  and  to 
kam  the  intentions  of  her  friends.  She 
had  spent  the  greater  part  of  the  day  in 
prayer,  and  felt,  when  she  began  the  con- 
versation, as  if  capable  of  bowing  in  hum-i 
ble  resignation  to  the  event,  whatever  it 
might  be ;  but  when  she  heard  the  price 
she  was  expected  to  pay  for  the  introduc- 
tion to  her  friends,  the  suddenness  of  the 
shock  for  a  moment  overpowered  her. 
Her  mind,  however,  was  firm  and  dedded; 
she  considered  herself  devoted  to  the  altar^ 
and  resolutely  determined  to  resist,  like 
the  numberless  virgins  with  whose  histo- 
ries she  was  so  well  acquainted,  even  to 
martyrdom!  any  matrimonial  conr.edon^ 
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This  resolution  she  announced,  in  firm 
yet  gentle  terms,  to  Delia  Bardia,  whcr  re- 
plied, with  a  shout  of  derision — '^  Most 
pious  lady,  we  have,  it  is  true,  neither 
racks  nor  executioners  to  try  your  forti* 
tude,  but  the  power  of  Accursi  d'Amato 
is  not  to  be  resisted  by  a  child.  My 
friends  are  waiting  in  the  chapel  below, 
the  priest  is  in  readiness,  and  you  must  in^ 
stantly  attend  me  thither." 

Francisca  knelt,  but  not  to  Delia  Bardia, 
in  humble  supplication  ;  she  bent  to  Hea- 
ven for  aid  and  support  in  this  hour  of 
trial. 

"  Now  for  a  miracle,  holy  Santa  Cateri- 
na  !'*  exclaimed  Accursi,  "  to  save  your 
credit,  and  your  votary's  virgin  fame." 

"  No  miracle,"  replied  Francisck,  meek- 
ly, "  is  requisite  to  support  a  resolution 
which  defies  your  tyranny,  signor,  and  is 
fixed  on  Heaven  alone.'' 

As  she  spoke,  a  hasty  footstep  was  heard 
advancing  to  the  door ;  the  novice's  heart 
fluttered  with  hope ;  the  countenance  of 
Accursi  fell ;  an  armed  attendant  appear- 
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ed  at  the  entrance. — **  A  courier  from 
BiTonia  requires  yoiir  excellenza's  imme- 
diate attention." 

••  He  must  wait,"  exclaimed  the  barone, 
furiously ;  "  neither  earth  nor  Heaven 
shall  stop  my  purpose  now  !" 

The  man  retired. 

"  Your  saint,"  continued  Delia  Bardia,. 
with  a  sneer  of  derision,  ^^  must  find  some 
other  means  to  save  you,  lady ;  this  but 
accelerates  your  doom." 

He  took  her  hand  with  a  grasp,  which 
she  found  it  vain  to  resist,  and  led  her 
from  the  apartment. 

As  they  advanced  through  the  desolate 
chambers,  the  novice  looked  round  for  aid» 
but  saw  only  a  few  ferocious-looking  men» 
and  they  arrived  at  the  chapel,  where  a 
priest  was  waiting  their  approach.  With 
him  was  a  tall  man  in  armour,  and  two  or 
three  persons,  who  appeared  to  be  subaU 
tern  oflBcers. 

"The  lady  Francisca  di  Luna,"  said 
Accursi,  leading  her  up  to  the  principal 
pi^rson. 
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*'  My  friend,  count  Giorgio,  kdy^  who 
honours  our  nuptials  by  his  presence.  Pto- 
ceed,''  he  continued  to  the  priest ;  '^Ihave 
a  summons  to  attend  to,  the  instant  that 
this  ceremony  is  concluded;  therefore, 
good  father,  make  no  delay  in  the  duties 
of  your  office,** 

^'  Hear  me,  father,''  said  Frandsca. 

^  Silence,  lady !"  said  Accursi,  with  a 
frown. 

"  No,  signor,  I  will  not  be  sdlenced««-«- 
Father,'*  she  continued,  **  I  here  protest, 
before  the  Uessed  Virgin,  that  I  am  the 
consecrated  spouse  of  God.  I  have  been 
forced  from  my  convent,  by  whose  autho- 
rity I  know  not,  and  am  now  dragged  hi* 
ther  by  one  who  has  neither  natural  nor 
acquired  right  over  me.  I  demwid  your 
assistance  to  restore  me  to  my  convent ; 
and  I  protest,  in  the  name  <^  all  the  bless* 
ed  saints  above,  against  the  further  pro- 
ceeding of  the  ceremony." 

The  party  stood  for  a  mommt  in  silent 
astonishment. 
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-These  objections,''  at  length  said  the 
priest,  **  are  most  powerful.'* 

^*  And  thus  I  answer  them,"  exdmmed 
Accursi,  vehemently  drawing  his  sword, 
and  seizing  the  monk.  *^  Either  proceed 
without  delay,  or  meet  your  fate.  This  is 
only  the  prate  of  a  wayward  girl.  At  your 
peril,  father,  delay  the  solemnization  ci 
the  nuptials!  You  know  under  whose 
sanction  we  act.* 

The  priest  opened  the  book,,  and  in  a 
tremulous  yoice  began. 

Another  difficulty  now  arose:  Ran- 
dsca  throughout  refused  her  approbation 
and  eoBsent  at  every  response  she  was  re^ 
quired  to  make.    The  monk  hesitated.. 

^*  Yon  are  to  attend  to  me  alone,"  said 
the  barone,  and  again  his  sword  gleamed 
before  the  eyes  of  the  terrified  father. 

When  this  mockery  had  ceased,  DeHa 
Bardia  cafied  on  the  priest  to  draw  up  an 
attestation  of  the  act,  which  was  signed  by 
count  Giorgio  and  the  attendant  witnesses^ 
in  spite  of  all  the  protestations  and  appeals 
of  the  lady. 
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The  barone  received  the  document,  anci 
carefully  looked  it  over,  then  folded  it  up; 
and  turning  to  the  ruffians  behind  him, 
said — "  Bear  this  most  scrupulous  good 
man  to  the  deepest  dungeon  of  the  castl^ 
and  secure  him  in  fetters;  we  have  no 
further  occasion  for  his  services,  and  his^ 
babbling  tongue  may  be  inconvenient  here^ 
after,*' 

The  men  advanced,  and  seized  the 
trembling  priest,  who  gave  one  shriek  as. 
they  threw  a  cloak  over  him,  and  £[»xdbty 
bore  him  away» 

"  Allow  me,  baroness  della  Bardia,  to 
conduct  you  from  the  chapel,"  said  count. 
Giorgio. 

Without  heeding  him,  Francisca  again 
threw  herself  upon  her  knees  before  the 
crucifix,  and  remained  some  minutes  un^ 
disturbed. 

Accursi  spoke  a  few  words  apart  to  the 
count,  and  left  him  to  conduct  the  lady  to 
the  other  part  of  the  castle. 

"  We  have  important  business,  signora,** 
he  said,  **  which  requires  the  immediate 
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attention  of  your  lord  and  myself;  I  am 
sony  to  interrupt  your  thanksgivings^but 
you  must  permit  me  to  conduct  you  from 
hence.'' 

The  novice  rose  without  further  delay; 
she  threw  back  the  veil  with  which  she 
had  been  covered ;  and  looking  steadily  at 
the  county  said*— -'^  I  am  unacquainted  with 
the  world,  signw,  but  in  my  retirement 
have  always  heard  that  noblemen  and  sol- 
ders were  honourable,  brave,  and  gene- 
rous; from  the  conduct  of  yourself,  and 
of  the  person  who  forced  me  hither,  I 
nust  suppose  that  I  have  faUen  into  the 
hands  of  brigands  and  banditti,  and  have 
cause  indeed  to  be  thankful  to  the 
Power  which  has  afforded  me  strength  to 
resist  the  tyrannous  attempt  to  tuake  me 
the  wife  of  your  friend.  The  sanle  Power 
will,  I  doubt  not,  deliver  me  from  his 
hands.     I  am  ready  to  attend  you." 

He  then  led  her  to  the  apartment  she 
had  quitted  when  forced  away  by  Accursi, 
and  Beatrice  attended  her.  The  count 
instantly  withdrew  in  search  of  Delia  Bear* 
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dia,  and  Francisca  seated  Iierself,  in  sHent 
meditation  at  the  scene  she  had  gone 
through,  and  anxious  deliberation  or  h&r 
future  proceedings.  Last  night  she  had 
wept  bitterly  at  the  bare  idea  of  being  re- 
moved from  Santa  Caterina;  she  had  now 
shedno  tear  during  all  the  violence  to  whichr 
she  had  been  exposed,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
fdt  her  spirits  supported  by  a  str^igth  hi- 
therto  unknown  to  her ;  and  hopeless  ii9 
her  situation  seemed,  she  suffered  ndtfier 
despondency  nor  fear  to  the  degree  she 
might  have  expected ;  her  firm  reliance 
on  Frovidaice  was  unabated  by  danger 
and  difficulty,  and  she  calmly  awaited  sue* 
ceeding  events. 

About  an  hour  she  continued  undis-. 
torbed,  when  the  clatter  of  horses  in  the 
courts  below  drew  the  attention  of  the 
old  woman--^  Bless  me !"  she  exclaimed^ 
"  what  a  bustle  there  is !  Why  all  the 
men  are  armed,  and  seem  as  if  preparing 
for  some  grand  expedition." 

The  barone  entered  the  apartment  as 
she  was  speaking-—^  Your  brother^"  he 
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said,  -  signora,  count  Sigismund  di  Luna, 
requires  my  immediate  attendance  at  Bi^^ 
vonia;  he  is  my  near  kinsman,  and  the 
head  of  our  illustrious  house.  Exclusive 
€{  our  new  connexion,  I  am  bound  to  him 
by  the  strongest  ties,  and  am  now  about 
to  hasten  to  his  aid  with  all  my  vassals 
and  adherents.  My  return  is  uncertain, 
but  shall  not  be  unnecessarily  delayed; 
you  will,  in  the  mean  time,  remain  mis* 
tress  here.  One  thing  only  I  have  to  cau- 
tion you  against;  all  hopes  of  escape  are 
now  fruitless;  you  are  my  lawful  wife, 
and  any  attempt  of  the  sort  which  you 
may  engage  in,  will  be  visited  by  my  hea- 
viest displeasure.  Adieu !  I  have  no  mo 
m^its  for  delay." 

Frandsca  was  about  to  speak,  but  he 
hastily  left  the  apartment ;  the  notes  of  a 
bugle,  which  sounded  in  the  court,  ap- 
peared to  be  the  signal  f<^  departure.  The 
dattering  of  horses  on  the  pavement  in- 
creased ;  she  heard  them  thunder  over  the 
drawbridge,  and  all  was  again  silence 
round  her. 
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Thankful  for  her  present  release  from 
persecution^  by  the  departure  of  the  baron, 
Francisca  gratefully  <^ered  up  her  pra^^rs 
to  Heaven,  and  commended  her  future 
destiny  to  the  same  prptecting  Power 
vrhich  had  hitherto  defended  her.  The 
parting  words  of  Delia  Bardia  had  inform- 
ed her  of  her  origin,  and  the  name  of  her 
family;  but  she  was  an  utter  stranger  to  all 
the  world,  excepting  .the  inmateis  of  Santa 
Cuterina ;  and  don  Sigismund  di  Luni  was 
to  her  almost  as  remote  a  person  as  the  em- 
peror Charles;  he  was,  however,  some  con- 
nexion on  whom  she  had  a  claim,  and  eager- 
ly and  anxiously  did  she  question  Beatrice 
as  to  her  knowledge  of  him  and  his  family. 
To  her  great  satisfaction,  it  was  a  sulject  on 
which  the  old  woman  could  give  her  in- 
formation. From  two  or  three  visits  to 
Sciacca,  and  from  the  circumstance  of  his 
being  the  chieftain  of  Delia  Bardia's  family, 
lie  was  an  object  of  interest  to  all  the  vas- 
sals ;  and  with  much  embellishment,  and 
no  small  additions,  the  attendant  manu* 
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&ctured  a  complete  detail  of  all  the  affairs 
of  the  house  of  L#una. 

The  novice  learned,  that  at  least  she  had 
a  motJier,  and  many  powerful  relation^; 
and  fully  ccmfided  in  their  future  com- 
pliance with  her  wishes  to  reassume  at 
her  convent  the  life  from  which  she 
had  been  torn.  Her  time  during  the 
eventful  day,  and  several  which  succeed- 
ed,  was  uniform  and  undisturbed ;  the 
only  person  she  saw  was  Beatrice,  and  her 
principal  conversation  was  respecting  the 
newly-found  relatives,  whose  names  only 
excited  so  much  interest. 

To  return  to  the  affairs  of  Sciacca.  On 
the  day  afler  the  encounter  of  Federico 
and  Sigismund,  don  Giacomo  and  his 
party  accompanied  the  baron  Solanto  on 
his  hunting  expedition;  and,  after  a  fa- 
tiguing but  successful  day,  returned  to 
the  cassino. 

Don  Sigismund  had  been  there  during 
their  absence,  and  endeavoured,  by  every 
means  in  his  power,  to  appease  the  anger 
of  CoBtonm^  but  her  mother's  authority 
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could  alone  make  her  listen  to  him  i  and 
she  would  only  engage  to  overlook  his 
late  conduct,  upon  such  a  continuance  of 
better  temper  as  might  manifest  an  im- 
provement in  his  powers  of  self-commanoL 
He  had  retired  before  the  return  of  the 
hunters,  and  the  baroness  took  the  earliest 
opportunity,  unperceived  by  the  rest  of 
the  party,  to  speak  to  Federico  upon  the 
subject  of  Costanza,  and  the  jealousy  a£ 
count  Luna. 

FeroUo  blushed  deeply  when  she  first 
mentioned  the  subject ;  the  baroness  ap- 
peared not  to  regard  it,  and  gave  him 
every  possible  credit  for  his  honourable 
intentions,  and  for  having  innocently  caus- 
ed the  disagreeable  scene  which  had  taken 
place. 

Federico  attempted  an  apology,  but 
could  not  produce  an  intelligible  sentence. 

The  baroness  perceived  his  agitation, 
and  proceeded  in  the  conversation — "  Un- 
der the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  we 
are  placed  in  regard  to  both  families,  bound 
by  the  strongest  ties  of  gratitude  to  your 
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fiaither  and  yourself^  and  connected  by  our 
^igagements  with  count  Luna,  it  is  an 
imperious  duty,  signor  Perollo^  which  calls 
upcm  the  bardn  Solanto  to  act  with  ho- 
nour and  confidence  to  all  parties,  neither 
to  provoke  the  irritable  feelings  of  count 
Xiuna,  by  giving  him  unnecessary  pain, 
nor  in  any  way  to  fail  in  shewing  every 
testimony  of  friendship  towards  the  house 
of  Ferolla    Much  also  is  due  to  the  feel- 
ings and  the  character  of  our  daughter ; 
and  I  shall  not,  I  hope,  be  thought  acting 
eitlier  with  harshness,  ingratitude,  or  sus- 
judon,  if  I  request  you  to  avoid,  as  much 
as  possible,  the  society  of  my  child.''    Fe- 
xollo  started,  and  shewed  violent  signs  of 
a^tation.    The  lady  continued — **  It  is 
neither  from  a  want  of  confidence  in  your 
honour  or  generosity,  signor,  that  I  am 
tempted  to  urge  the  necessity  of  your 
withholding  from  all  particular  attention, 
dther  in  public  or  private,  but  from  a  re- 
gard to  the  peace  of  all  parties — ^to  count 
Jjonsi,  to  yourself,  and  to  Costanza." 
Federico  had  bowed  assent  to  all  that 
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the  baroness  had  said,  but  without  trust* 
ing  himself  to  answer  her.  She  now  paused 
for  a  reply,  but  all  he  could  say  was  a 
disjointed  sentence,  in  which  he  acknow- 
ledged the  justice  of  her  opinions^  and  pro- 
mised obedience  to  her  wishes. 

The  truth  was  now  but  too  evident  to 
the  mother  of  Costanza^  and  she  trembled 
for  the  event. — ^**  Remember,  signorPe- 
roUo,"  she  said,  "  I  rely  confidently 
upon  your  honour  and  discretion.** 

Don  Giacomo  requested  to  have  his  at* 
tendants  summoned,  as  he  was  impatient 
to  return.  His  son  gladly  took  advantage 
of  the  circumstance,  and  in  a  short  time 
the  party  left  the  cassino. 

Costanza  quitted  the  room  when  she 
saw  the  effect  her  mother*s  conversation 
had  upon  Federico,  whose  countenance 
she  had  watched  when  she  could  do  so  un^ 
perceived.  He  had  thus  escaped  the  ne- 
cessity of  taking  leave  of  her ;  and  during 
his  ride  home,  endeavoured  to  recover  his 
spirits;  but  fearing  to  excite  the  inquiries 
of  his  mother,  as  soon  as  he  arrived  there. 
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he  pleaded  fatigue  from  the  exertions  of 
the  daj\  and  retired  to  his  own  apartment 

The  barcHiess  Pandolfina  had>  however, 
learned  from  Gk^tano  the  events  of  the 
preceding  day,  and  had  considered  them 
with  deep  and  painful  interest  Some 
days  after  the  hunting,  she  succeeded  in 
peimiading  Margueritai  to  accompany  her 
fear  the>first  time  to  the  Cassino;  .^ 

G>stanza,  who  sjrmpathiaed  sincerely  ini 
the  sorrow  of  Landolini's  orphan,  exerted 
every  power  she  possess^  to  £imuse  and 
relieve  her  thoughts,  which  gjive  the  ha* 
roness  Solanto  the  means  of  a  long  conver- 
satlto  with  her  friend,  in  which  the  two 
•ladies  discussed  the  subject  of  Federico's 
unfortunate  attachment,  and  his  niother 
eogi^red  to  exert  her  influence  to  prevent 
his  visiting  at  the  cassino,  or  having  any' 
mteroourse  with  Costanissa^  except  such  as 
their  mating  in  public  rendered  unavokU^ 
aUe  and  unsuspicious.   . 

Socm  after  the  departure  of  the.  ladlei;- 
don  Giacomd,  don  Paolo  Peirdlo,'  and' 

VOL.  III.'  E 
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signer  Pignatelli,  arrived  at  the  cassino* 
Solanto.  who  had  been  out  for  an  hour  or 
two,  was  returned)  and  the  party  were  en- 
gaged in  general  con  versation,  when  count 
Luna  entered  the  saloon.  A  silence  im- 
mediately  ensued. 

The  count  slightly  saluted  Solanto  and 
the  ladies,  and  turning  fiercely  towards 
don  Paolo,  said — ^- 1  am  happy,  signor,  id 
this  public  oppcM-tunity  of  demanding  sa- 
tisfaction, at  your  .hands,  for  the  injury 
which.  I  have  been  informed  you  in  pri* 
vate  sought  to  render  me,,  by  insidiously, 
seeking  to  discover  the  secret  transactions 
of  my  family,  and  exposing  tliem  where 
they  might  most  materially  injure  me,  and 
forward  the  interest  of  your  friend  and 
kinspian  with  this  lady,"  pointing  to. Cos- 
tanza.   . 

^\  Less  intemperate  language,  count  Lu? 
na^"  answered  dpn  Paolo,  calmly,  "might 
have  suited  both  yourself  and  me  more 
properly. than  that  which  you  have  now 
thought  fit  to  use.  I  should  not  think  it 
necessary  to  reply  to  your  attack,  but  that 
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I  ocHisider  myself  as  bound  in  duty  to  the 
barm  Solanto  to  explain  my  conduct  to- 
wards him.  I  did,  signor,"  he  continued, 
addressing.  Sc^nto,  **  a  short  time  ago,  re- 
quest you  not  to  precipitate  your  engage- 
ment with  count  Luna ;  my  motive  for  so 
doing  I  did  not  state  at  the  time,  nor  did 
I  allege  any  cause,  or  produce  any  accu- 
sation against  the  count  himself,  (nt  any 
one  comiected  with  him  ;  I  am  now  most 
willing  to  account  for  this  conduct,  and  to 
give  my  reasons  for  acting  in  the  manner  I 
have  done." 

*'  I  require  no  explanation,  signor,"  said 
Solanto;  **  the  character  of  don  Paolo  Pe- 
roUo  stands  too  high  in  reputation  to  make 
me  doubt  his  honour  or  his  judgment." 

^*  But  I  am  qot  thus  to  be  evaded !"  ex- 
claimed the  count,  with  vehemence,  ^^  aiid 
again  demand  an  explanation !" 

**  For  my  own  sake,  I  beg  I  may  ex- 
plain the  motives  which  urged  me  to  ad- 
dress you  on  the  subject,  baron  Solantos»?' 
said  don  Paolo.    "  I  had  received  inforr 
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mation  firosn  a  friend,  that  a  lady^  nearly 
connected  with  the  count  ii^as  in  j^istene^ 
the  production  of  whom  would.iDiiteri«% 
a£fect  the  interest:  of  your;  daughtw/^abd 
yourself;  and  I  was  atithe  thne  arequMfeBfl 
to  state  thus  much  to  your  exoelleiiaft 
The  proofe  upon  the  sul^ect. were,  piobfldbit^ 
but  not  decisive,  and  I.  was. unwilling^  ia»- 
til  iurther  information  could,  be  l$dd  he&me 
you,F  to  pledge  myself  to  any  tbiag  which 
could  imply  dishonourable  secrecy  in  liie 
family  of  count  liuna,  or  hereafter  be/al^ 
together  refuted.  I  therefore  .  contented 
m.yself  with  requesting  that  some  delay 
might  be  made,  which  would  afiprd  time 
for  other  knowledge  to  be  obtained  opos 
this  most  mysterious  subject;  ibut  I^nci^ 
tber  sought  for  the  intell^nce  wbieh  was 
given  me,  or  received  it  through  a  cKs- 
honourable  channel*' 

*'  And  who  is  this  unknown  ladyl  who 
has  risen  from  the  grave  to  ^interrupt  my 
negodations  with  the  baron  Solanto  ?*  re- 
plied Luna,  with  insolent  coiitemptc 

"  That,  signor,"  replied  don  Paolo,  **  can 
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only  be  answefed  by  those  membcfrs  of 
your  firmily  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
secrets  of  the  alffiur.*' 

•^-  ¥t6m  whom '  did  the  infontiation 
Dome,  -  and' who  bat  a 'madman  Should  have 
believed  soimptobable'-a  tale?**  •  * 

Federicxi  was'iEnxnit  to  interfeie,  but  don 
Faolb  prevented  ^him;  and  his  father  took 
up  the  contest  *•: ■'■'       -'^ 

3 "if  my ikWsman  can  stand *y  ami  hear 
ymiFiim^6ftiTi)inoe'-mth  pati^nKe/  Sigis- 
mund  di  Luna,  it  is  more  than  I  can  do !" 
flaid.don-GiaoUmK),'  losingrhis'tempi^it  / 
"  I  'Thai  barovr^ss^i  tHed  to  dntercedei'-Knd 
SolkiDt#  fceqfuesti^  xHTunt  'Liii»a'>toKTestndii 
his.iinpetfiQG^ifTV-i^i-'Hfi   •.''.?   )".   •-.      -i  m:;  .»:: 

'  :^!  I  loi^^ve  Ii>fiiePe0iilk>'&»flolenee'f ' 
siid  iStgisiiiuTidj libricvuly t  ^  At  wasr  b&t 
iatdiy  (bprpaased '  .me^iuttahited  id^  the  icit^ 
gate,  and  all  his  dissolute  folio weft-dsd. the 
«iiiie,)iiDitatijB^]the  disKSpoot  their  itiiBan 
diief  daved^lo  (^^-taap}jrraaperi!ortanl&'?! 
*^  Myacif  and  •  my  aMendanta^^;  ansWefM 
dMi  :  Giilebmop  '^  shewed  flt/  ihe ;  maip^et 
whidi  i«€  idbiieklered  .due  ta  <thjs^  iHubtsioiss 
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don  Sigismund ;  but,  fw  superior  rank,  it 
is  a  point  on  which  I  am  disposed  to  yield 
to  none  in  Sciacca;  no,  not  to  count  Calta- 
bellotta,  Bivonia,  Sekfani,  and  Caltayentu- 
ra,  wbo^  with  all  his  high  pretences,  I  must 
confess  I  hold  in  slight  esteem.'' 

*^  Don  Giacotno  PeroUo  shall  soon  be 
taught  another  lesson,  and  repent  this  in^ 
solence,**  said  Luna. 

*'  It  must  be  some  other  tiiaoi  ^  miniac, 
who  shall  <teach  me  humility  and'  siihmis^ 

sion.**      ^ 

Solanto  exhorted  PefoUo^  and  oom*^ 
manded  his  antagcxiist  to  hear  him ;  the 
buoness  added  her  entreaties,  and  CoBtuf- 
za,  alarmed  at  the  increafldhg  Tiolenee  of 
the  parties,  endeavoured  to  exert  her  in- 
fluence over  don  Sigismund,  whilst  Paolo 
Perdlo  strove  to  moderate  the  anger  of  his 
kinsman. 

**  Is  it  thus,  count  Luna,"  asked  Cos- 
tanza,  *'  that  your  promises  ape  kept  ?  Is 
this  the  regard  you  profess  to  shew  in  all 
things  to  tny  feelings  and  my  wishes  ?  and 
is  such  violence  intended  to  disprove  -  the 
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story  your  friends  have  sent  abroad  re- 
specting this  unknown  female  ?'' 

^  Torture  me  not  by  your  reproaches, 
lady  Ck)stanza !"  said  Sigismund ;  ^  can  I 
calmly  listen  to  the*  aspersions  these  ma- 
lignant enemies  would  cast  upon  my  cha- 
racter ?  can  I  endure  this  insulting  abuse? 
and  would  you  persuade  me  to  humble 
myself  before  these  hereditary  foes  ?  but, 
above  all,  am  I,  without  resenting  it,  to 
sufEer  their  interference  to  delay  my  hap- 
pinessy  or,  perhaps,  eventually  to  deprive 
me  of  that  which  I  value  above  all  things, 
your  afieotion  and  regard  ?  No,  Ferollo," 
he.  continued,  turning  to  don  Giacomo, 
^  the'vengeance  of  Luna  and  Peralta  has 
dept  too  long ;  yon  have  at  length  awa- 
kened Jt,  and  the  eKtermination  of  one  or 
both  our  parties  can  ale^ne  extinguish  the 
deadly  feud  between  us/*- 

**  Your  most  heroic  resolutions,  signor,'' 
said  Giacomo,  more  coolly,  ^*  are  doubtless 
fimned  witli  infinite  wisdom,  and  will  be 
executed  with  equal  valour  and  judgment. 
But  we  will  no  longer  disturb  these  ladies 
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by  our  broils ;  when  next  we  meet,  illus- 
trious count  Luna,  you  shall  not  find  Bb- 
roUo  wanting  in  respectful  Mlutations. 
Forgive  me,  my  friends,"*,  be  added,  .'ad- 
dressing himself  to  Solanto  and  his  femily, 
*'  for  the  intemperance  into  which  thi&  on- 
counter  has  betrayed  me.  I  have. some 
a£^r8  to  arrange,  a  leagiie  firom  hence,  imd 
must  be  In  Sdacca  by;  &  certain  hbur^."*    .1 

He  then  took  :fais  leav^  and,,  attmdid 
by  his  friends,  pur8ued.»his/.jouni6y  lifikig 
the  road,  .towaida  Cal^abdlot^„to  ^^cmoo)- 
try*8eat  belonging  .to  Viointi9((:CuhEiai» 
where  he  had  appointed  to  meet:  som^ 
members  of  bis  femily^  and.his-ddheDenM^ 
Matteo  Benfari,  Giovanni .  di  ^R^ggio^  ;Gi- 
acomo  di  P^Qermo^  mid  Di  Viseo^  a  SpaniA 
relative  of  the .  baroness  Pandolfina. 

Don  Sigismund  remained  at  the  cassino 
a  short  time  after  the  departure  of  PeroUo^ 
and  entered  into  a  long  and  vehement  jus- 
tification of  himself.  Costanza  had  .with- 
drawn, but  the  baroness  remained,  and 
endeavoured  to  remove  the  displeasure  .of 
Solanto,  and  sooth  the  irritation  of  Sigi&- 
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mund  against  tfce  femily  of  don  Giacbmo. 

«  Howtevei-^^^iSptosed  I  might  be,  'si^^ 
nor/'^^h&t^ed  1*i^  baron,  •*  t6  fo*givd  yoaf 
indigiiMSim'iat'tbe  'repoii:  to  which  tdbn 
Ba<do<  alhi4<^,  ^yeit  there  was'  nothing  in 
hiBi^ianditct  t^  jtistHy  yc^tir  violence  to 
woldr  Mm,  or  yom  tht^kti^^^f  i^^engeahce 
agaiBfirt  my  friend  ^don  Giaicotfio ;  ^nd  al-^ 
thoQgb  i '  fiilly  exculpate  y&u  from '  the 
sttspidcm  of.  any  dishonourable  transaotibn; 
yet  the  history  of  this  unknown  fem^fe 
mast  be  another  objectioii  agiainst  uny  eoii^ 
dttsive  engagdinents  with  you,  even  wem 
the'great  obstacle  of  temper  removed,  of 
which,  I  must  spy,  I  now  see  no  hopes/' 

The  prospect  c^losii^  Costanza  increajs-^ 
ed  the  tumult  in  the  breast  of  lAinar'he 
vowed  to  sacrifice  to  his  fury  the  autbctf 
(rf^  sudi  ah  unfounded  falsehood;  be  hb 
whom  he  might ;  and,  lafter  the  tnost  lii*^ 
gGiilit  supplications  to  Solafito  and  the  ba* 
nnkm,  torjudge  his'eonduct<  more  lenient^ 
\y^  and  t6  iritCTcMe  with  theif  datrghtei^ 
he  Hastily  took  his  leave,,  and  *  monnlliig 

;•  ■•i    .1':  ;-.  E-8   ■    .-'    7    'lrfK:^  triU 
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his  horse,  retumed^-with  dl  $pepd|  tQ  Lu- 
na Castle^  to  eiKLeavour  viatap|Iy,to  un- 
fold th^l^istory  of  this  tsecret  Semdej'  md 
to  prove  its  total  want  of  foundnttoii^^.Mi, 

Impatiiently  he  sought  the.apaftoientof 
his  mother,  with,  whom  he  found  her^kias- 
man^  Mafuco.Luchese,  and,  without  pifafiice 
or  hesitation,  declared  that  the  informatiOD 
he  had  received,  respecting  the  privufce  in- 
quiries made  by  Paolo  PeroUo,  was  true^— 
that  he  confessed  to  have  listened  io  some 
secret  ispy-— that  he  had  reported  his  o^pir 
nion  to  Solanto— -^lelayed  the  completion 
of  his  engagement  with  Cbstanza— and^  fi- 
nally, attempted  to  justify  himself,  I^ 'al- 
leging ;  in  excuse  that  he  had  heard  of  the 
dxist^nce  of  some  lady,  nearly  conneoted 
with  the  house  of  Luna,  whose  life  or 
death  would  materially  affect  the  interest 
of  the  future  countess. 

An  exdamation  of  horror  and  surj^ise 
from  his  mother  arrested  the  Toice  of  Lu^ 
na.-^^  Is  it  thus  the  villain  Delia  Bardia 
cedes  his  revenge?^  she  exclaimed,  and  en- 
deavoured to  escape  fiN>m  the  room. 
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Luna  caught  her  ami)  and  foccibly  de- 
taining her,  demanded,  in  a  voice  soarc^y 
audiUe  fix^m  agitation — ^  Has  Lucretia 
risen  fiom  her  grave?" 
•  .With  a  look  of  guilty  teiror  the  coun- 
rtegs  inquired  his  meaning. 

**  To  whom  should  the  report  allude, 
but  to  her  ?"  replied  Luna. 

His  mother  perceived  the  direction  of 
bis  thoughts,  and  instantly  recovered  her 
self-possession — **  It  is  all  an  invention  of 
the  PeroUo,  to  destroy  the  confidence  of 
Solanto,  to  break  his  engagement  with  you, 
and  to  secure  his  daughter  to  the  son  of 
Giacomo." 

The  sudden  change  in  the  manner  of  his 
mother  struck  Sigismund  with  suspicion. 
_<<  There  must  have  been  some  ground 
for  the  tale,"  he  said ;  '*  I  would  not  credit 
the  oaths  of  all  the  rest  of  their  united 
party ;  but  the  word  of  don  Paolo,  and  his 
general  diaracter,  though  he  bears  the 
name  of  Perollo,  persuade  me  that  we  have 
some  traitor  in  our  confidence,  who  has 
given  rise  to  the  report,  though  ftqm  what 
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^1$V€forfoliiidaftioni  tppdab;  ittexplicable. 
^^mir  ex^]eii2»^  mentiesieA  Ibe  ^ine  of 
t>(»U9  Bardla,  airif  suspicyoutf  of  his  Mikr 

The  countess  seetnc^^lSii  ttfift>i;^li  bff 
•Ifer  guard  (br  an  Imtant,  i^tid  6isM^'<  I 
have  no  trust  in  Accura  d'Amttto^\ivtien 
biisr  interest  or  his  mieilighity  may  tempt  liim 
to  betray  his  frieto'ds." 

•  ^Ttife:barbtitddbBar(jlia,''Msw«ed  Si- 
gisfilttMd/^  has'et^  been  a  fii^  told  zeal- 
o^S ' ■■  ^^Isah,  smoerely  ^ttadh^  'to  our 
tmn^ ;  'What  should  indude  him  to'  invtot 
thiisfebl^r^  .;  :.- 

'*  I  did  not  meafi,"  replied  the' couiitess, 
hesitating,  "  to  accuse  him,  or  any  of  oiir 
friends,  <if  that  which  has  its  origlh  only 
in  FeroUo ;  I  wds  ^lluding-to  other  events, 
between  myself  ^nd  Delia  Bardia,  with 
'which  tio  otie  else  has  any  confi^hi.  I 
d6ubt  ncA  but  this  tepdrt  may  sbbn  be 
trafeed,  and  pWved  to  have  bri^nated  in 
Piaolo  himself,  though  j^ou^s^^tn-^^Wrfl. 
aidt)6Sed toexonferttte him  fi*crth  €lii& (iha*ge, 
and  fix  it  on  yotir  friends.  The  deepest 
injury  th^d^dly  foes  ca^  do;  ^)m  be  to 
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SOW  suspicion  in  you,  my  Ison,  against  our 
nearest  kinsmen  and  connexions ;  I  would 
advise  you  instantly  to  follow  Adriano, 
who  cannot  lie  finr  lupiMi  the  road ;  bring 
him  back  to  Sdacca,  and  be  guided  by  his 
advice.** 

"  Has  Adriano  departed  ?**  asked  Sigis- 
mund. 

*'  Almost  an  hour  ago,**  said  Luchese, 
and'  oflfeifted  to  aftetid  the  eetmt,  if  he 
wi*eff%(y>i^«tekeliim.^i  '   ' 

' '^k^  «o6ktess;  anli^dttb  t^^ 
diiseKi^i^iliand  <)6j4iave^«^  te- 

flebRcb'on  hW  ^n  best  m^t^todbf  ^ro- 
tiieii&i^  lirgied  her  son  to  se^k  Peralta  in- 
stantlyJ"' ■  ■  "''^'  »••"•■•  -i-^  '^;-  ^i'^i^'    j^  '"' 

leaviiT^'^tfie  atjhf  the  Potfii  ctegli'TB^- 
m.  mitfieatfthe  cohV^  ctf'SMi  J'ran- 
dseo^thb^  ita^'W2(il8i^liey>e^uHte!Kfd 
tHe  feiuttitegtwrty  of PeroM  •"' 
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CHAPTER  ni.  . 
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I '  '■'  0|i,  wifie  was  the  founder,,  apd^w^lL  said  he| 
Where  there  are  women,  mischief  must  beu 


Queen's  Wake. 


.Rbcognisino  instantly  the  party  of  Pe- 
roUO)  Luna  spurred  his  bcn;se  to  its  utmost 
speedy  endeavouring  to  ride  violently 
thiiough  the  cix>wd  around  don:  Giacomo, 
who  exd^imed  loudly  to  his  attendants^— 
**  Here  is  this  illustrious  personage  again ; 
let  us  watch  his  motions,  and  salute  him 
a^.^e  desires,  and  his  great  wprfli^  de- 
mands f  ,and  immediatdiy  turning  his 
horse,  he^ro^e  back  with  all  his  band. 

At  the  distance  of  a  bowshot,  he  halted 
on  the  little  plain  behind  the  diurch  of 
St.  Bamaba|3^'  apd  ordered  such. of  his  men 
as  had  fire-arms  with  them  to  discharge 
them  in  the  air ;  and  as  Luchese  and  the 
servants  of  don  Sigismund  passed,  the  ad- 


LUNA  AKD 

herents  of  don  Giaoomo  pursued  them  by 
die  most  insultii^  shouts  and  cries. 

Luna,  furious  at  tins  outrage,  halted  afi 
mstant,  and,  with  a  trettiendous  oath,:  v6w>- 
ed,  in  the  destruction  of  aB  PeroUo's  naaxie^ 
to  raise  an  eternal  monument  to  his  r&i 
venge,  and  then  took'tfie  road  to  Bivonia, 
without  addressing  a  word  to  his  compa- 
nions, and  apparently  forgetful  of  the  ori- 
^al  intention  with  which  he  had  set  out. 

^  I  hope  we  have  now  saluted  the  most 
noble  count  with  all  the  distinction  he  de- 
ares,''  said  thie  baron,  as,  with  his  party,  he 
retook  the  road  to  Sdacca.  '*  Paolo,'  you 
look  grave;  was  it  not  right  to  pay  the 
deference  that  sweet  youth  demands  to  his 
pre-eminent  greatness P*^  '  <  ''    ;j'  -» 

^  I.  cannot  help  wishing,^  said  don  Pao^- 
lo^  **  that  your  exc^Qenza  treated<  that:  un-^ 
happy  temper  -of'  count'  Luna,  with  .the 
oompassien  it  >  dissolves,  CHr/at  "least;  tiiat 
yoa  had  not  given  it  ihik  cohsequeHdeiof 
such  notice  as  (iiat  wUch  has  just  pasaetk*!* 
-  ^*  Why;  Paoto,  would  you'haveiniesubf 
mit  to  be  braved  and  d^ed  by  a  Lurnn^ 
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by  the  bereditary  foe  of  my  ftmily  9  Bud 
besides,  ^cre  was  BometMriigr'^ao  ^ddi|;hU 
ftdl^  absurd  m  a  tmn,  ib.  a.'iaftnsport  of 
jedous'tage  about  liis  mutress^  g^ing  o«t 
0£:hi$i  wey  to'  qdntel  wvdi  tiie abokit  a  »* 
lutatik^n  iatt  week  in  the  tnty  gote^  anrefy 
it  was  right  to  indulge  the  yoiing  gentle^ 
man  ia  his  lo¥e  of  sudi  imremdmes.^.  . ; . 
4  "f  That  he  iaa  I^iih^  and  iihM  tlie  Jj^^ 
nas  and  FeroBos  were  foes,  iS)  just  tirhat 
I  wish  you  Hirould  foi^et^**  said  doh  Pao- 
lo; ^It  ap|>ear8:toin)e^the:iiiost<unreaM^ 
able  thiqg  ;ih  the  woi^kU  that  beeaiise  our 
greatrgtan^fathers  quarrelled^  we^irfioiskl 
be  condemned  to  perpetual  ennnty  tb  a 
person  of  don  S^ismund's  dispositioD  ^  my 
interference  (which  JiAs  doubtleas^  teen  re^ 
preM^nted'to  him  under ;  every:  &lse  and 
aggravatihg^fbrm)  coijdd  hardly  fail  to  be  ii^ 
ritating;  but»  as  I  ^do  believe  hhngenefooil 
and  sincei!e,i  when  he  bad  discovered'  the 
truth  (of  whtoh  J  bdieve  h^m  ndwcomf 
pletdy  ignorant),!  iC.ia.  most  likely-  he 
would  himself  have  repented  bis:  iatem- 
peranoa'^'  '•■:  -■■'  ''"■  :«■  wi-     'jv--.      ■  '  ^'^  .;   ^ 
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^Pecfaap&ilie  .mighiv^  said  Pandolfina ; 
**  butLiCKHife8&  itf>a|)p$ars^to  tn^ljfoll^  as 
likely,  that  Jae.KvouJd  not^  and^  in:  the  mean 
time,  I  <»nnot  io^yJ  have,  any  incKnation 
to.be  .^ubje^fe  to  bis^fiiomLenGe  ;  heas  just 
4he  iQOst.dis^greeal)lBjfeHQw  Irever  unet 
with,  and  certainly^I^onldjfeel  nobbjec- 
tion  :to  thfi jtaak.  bijtsanecting  /him ;  his 
,4siiiper-i8  very  lu^rtutiate  perbafis^  ismd 
-tbe^^gQ^eic  >be^  gets:  a  n&w  mte  tbelbtfttfir;; 
I  have  no  patience  with  such  yiol^t.hQt- 

)Nwd^  jfo€j9»)WJbiOi  pr(»mdiy  (b^ 
iiMiiiotjckeep  Sildieir .  oiwitorikp^rs^ .  ot^^ 
lM^vjtyitk.£i^ifir<»tk;.¥^l^  ta.tcy>)liiip¥<)if 
jHftfigr:  Q9Dei$)a^  must  9Hhmit  tp  :tbehr.4m- 

:.!^.I  imr  yMtf  desire  ..qfcdttsoifiptittgtdbiB 

«BSW«^;  d$»li  V^\Qi,^h§^'\4mtm^'^8^ 
qiiwr^iWiilinftttiBijft^^rftijand  tf  ^jfeyqi^ 

ed  i^.qu^M^-Af;  itiM^uld  pfsch»t^gWe 
US  the  satisfaction  of  n^Utog  ftb6 ^dtty;^ 
AdrittDPf  JPt^  Bfkndi^^ignd  a[)fmrimi>i«  of 
tbe:partjr^I^ai'4)0t)9iir^^]l.sbdu)diregi«ikiikt 
But  it  «mU  Javotee  dliucb>distoeta>t«^iipf^^ 
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who  have  only  to*  obey/ -and  can  derive 
but  little  advantage  fix)m  our  contest.'' 

"  Those  you  mention,  who  have  only 
to  obey,  are  the  very  people  who  are  most 
fond  of  the  amusement  of  fighjdng,"  said 
don  Giacomo ;  ^  but  do  tell  me,  Pignatet 
li,  what  you  think  of  it  ?" 

«  Why  I  am  afraid,"  answered  Gaetano, 
^  that  don  Paolo  is  right  in  his  argun^^it; 
but  I  should  certainly  have  acted  like  your 
excellenza;'' 

*'  Oh,  Paolo  always  ends  par  avoir  rau 
^m,"  said  the  baron;  ^  and  if  he  could 
pa-siMide  us  all  to  be  as  vatumal  and  sd  good 
as  himself)  I  should  not  despair  of*  s^eifig 
that  old  demon  the  countess,  in  Spanish 
cdstume^  bearing  to  the  font  some  in&nt 
heir  of  a  PeroUo,  or  hcMiouring  me  with 
private  conferences,  as  she  does  DeUa  Bft^ 
dia;  'but  isdnce  that  will  not  be  easily  ac- 
complished^ we  must  "prepares  I  f^dr,'  for  a 
few  Inoken  heads.'' 

^  I  should  hardly  have  thought  it  pos- 
sible," said  Ptolo,  ^^  to  have  wished  your 
temper  other  than  it  is,  my  kinsman ;  but 
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indeed  you  are  more  wrong  than  will  be 
seen  at  present ;  the  best  advantage  to  be 
drawn  from  good  temper  is  not  to  be  ruf- 
fled by  the  bad ;  if  you  were  like  count 
Luna,  you  could  but  be  provoked  to  hos- 
tility by  his  folly-;  why  will  you  not  treat 
such  childish  viol^ee'as  it  deserveis,  and 
leave  it  to  its  own  ins%mficance  T" 

**  Let  me  but  teach  him  a  little  civility, 
and  I  will  then  leave  him  to  your  mode- 
ration.'* 

**  Would  you  then  commence  open  war 
against  this  misguided  young  man  7** 

••  Uo,  Paolo^  he  wiBy  ?I  befieve^  save  me 
the  trouble ;  why;  if  yon  wete  hot  known 
^  thie  bravest  of  thebnive,  I  should  sui^ 
pect  you  '4ov0d  not  danger,  so  warmly  do 
you  plead  for  peace,**  '  » 

*'  I  had  almost  rather  -be  branddd^  for  a 
coward,'  than  invcflve  Sdacca  in  a  h^  ieud 
of  Luha'andPevolkH**  said  Paolo,  as  they 
entered  tbe  gates  o£  the  Gasa  di  PeroUo.  : 

Count  Si^mund  preserve  the  strictest 
silenoe  during  the  whole  of  bis  journey  to 
Bivonia.  an  if  brooding  over  the  vengeilnce 
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he  had  threatened,  and  unwUUng  to  al 
any  cause  whatever  to  divert. his  n 
ftom  the  one  great  end  he  had  in  view, 
destruction  of  Perollo.  -      ' 

On  arriving  at  his  castle,  he  heeded 
the  attentions  of  those  about  hiih,'ifeft 
all  refreshment,  and,  offering  a  slight 
cuse  to  Marco  Luchese,  retired  to  >a/ 
vote  apartment,  where'he  ^esjsedthe.wl 
night  in  writing  to  all  the  contteadta 
his  house,  to  his  own  personal  friends^:) 
to.  every  one  over  whom  he  p<}saekBec 
ther  iqfluwce  or  power,  r^uMng  tl 
to  join  him  instantly  at  Biv<»ia,.<  fin* 
purpose:  of  consulting  upcMi  business  of 
utmost  importance,  and  to  bring  ^9 
theni  cdl  their  vassals  and  retainers ; : 
by  daybreak  messengers  were  sent  oj 
all  directions  with  his  letters. 

Within  the  castle  all  was  bustle 
]^refparation  for  the  reception  of  the 
pected  guests,  and  Sigismund,  in  the  1 
ty  and  tumult. of  external  objects,  and 
full  ^soi^ytoient  of  his  time  and  thoug 
endfii^voured  ix>  &id  some  recite  from 
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conflicting  passions:  wbiich  agitated'  fail 
mind. 

In :  ihi  first  burst  of  fury  at  the  insult  he 
liad  recdved;  every  6tb^r  idea  had  betm 
orerpowered;  Cmtanza  even  had  been  iTctfi 
gotten ;  and  when  the  l*einembtaiif6e  of  his 
love  rietQitied,  it  catiae^nringted  with  <  the 
recoUectidn'  of  the^  vai^ous  inciden<^  in 
which  his  enemies  had  crossed' him. - 

The  a£^r -of  Sericiin  had  gvven  a  bias  to 
tlie  mind  of  Solanto  in  favour  of  Perollo. 
The-eemces  of  F^erieo:  had  previously 
made  an  impressions  on;i  the*  mind  of  Cos^ 
tanza,  which  had):been -improved  by  cir- 
cmnstances;  whilst  unid^wat«d  accidents 
had  ^h^nifbitfa  his  own  temper  in  dts 
Qiostunprepossessipg  form!  The  intimacy 
of  tlie<blEircmes8  Fandolfina  with  the  mother 
of  liis  kitendefd  bride,  and  the  interference 
of  I\K)lo.Beh>llc^  an  tended  to  confirm  his 
jealdttsy,  and:  to  impel  him  forwards  in 
scddng' tii^  destvaction  of  his  foes^ 

Anxiously  he  awaited'  the  arrival  of  his 
finbnds^^mi[»«  particularly  that  of  Adriano, 
ob  wlftoffit  >h6  defiended  to,  4^vise  ^lome 
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plan  by  which. his >inarrii«eHdthC<»tan« 
might  be  secured,  .   r 

The  •summons  of  their  chiisftain  was 
obeyed  with  alacrity  by  ^1  the .  adherents 
of  .his  hous^.  In  the  course  of  a  few  days, 
a  numerous  band  of  nobles  and  :t\ieir  re- 
tainers were  assembled  at;  Bivonia;  a- 
mongst '  whom  were  Fietro  Gilbei!tO|  a  Par 
lermitan  oaValier,  and  Michelisi  Pugiades, 
a  newly-dedsared  enemy  of  Perollo.  • 

All  the  men  of  Bivonia,  and  the  smv 
rounding  country^.and  fr(»n  every  part  of 
the  domains  of  count  Luiia,  were  collected 
with  the  gr^test  expedition.  Aocursi 
d'Amato  obeyed  the  call,  and  brought 
with  him  the  Greek  count  Gior^o,  who 
was  immediately  engaged  as  a  stipendiary 
with  many  of  his  countrymen  and  follow- 
ers,  men  of  evU  life,  and  despisere  of  eveiy 
danger.  Of  these  Greeks  there  were  at 
that  time  considieraUe  numbers  scattered 
over  the.  island,  and  distinguished  for  acts 
of  cruelty  and  revenge. 

Having  assembled  nearly  four  hundred 
men,  Aon  Sigismund  communicated  to  the 
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chiefe  the  purpose  he  had  in  hand ;  and, 
iinding  them  all  zealous  m  his  cause,  selects 
ed  those  on  whose  judgment  he  could  hest 
rely  to  advise  with  on  the  conduct  of  his 
designs. 

To  them  count  Luna  psdnted  his  grie- 
vances, with  all  the  aggravation  which  long- 
cherished  hatred,  jealousy,  and  a  sense  of. 
recent  injury  and  insult,^  could  give;  and 
pleaded,  with  all  the  animation  these  in- 
citements must  necessarily  inspire,  and  at. 
the  same  time  pleaded  to  an  audience  in- 
stigated by  similar  feelings,  and  whose 
swords  were  always  ready  to  start  from 
their  scabbards  at  the  command  of  their 
chieftains.  One  heart  and  one  mind  ap- 
peared to  animate  the  whole  body,  and 
with  enthusiasm  they  entered  into  his 
measures. 

.  The  d^rk  visage  of.  Accursi  d' Amato 
was  rendered  more  terrific  by  his  smile  of 
^tvspated .  vengeance ;  and  perhaps,  for 
the  first  time,  the  countenance  of  Adriano: 
exhibited  the  real  feelings  of  his  heart,  as, 
with  a  look  of  triumphant  malignity,  he 
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surveyed  the  poi^rs' asMRiMi^  t6  c^vJAi 

testtition,  ■  ■  '  ■  '>"'/'     ■'■'■  r- 

To  dtecide  upon  ^b^'  su^fest  in^hdd  of  at^^ 
taining  their  end,  was  a  work  of  tim^'.ttfill> 
called  fokthali  their  etie^gi€».  P^/w^i-ftjifas 
they  were  in  nifibb^rs;4Adrian6{>MM^4Mi|r 
the  hopeless^  cham»?of  ^pe^iortu^ti^v^ldk^ 
dcAi  Sigi^mund  impetumsly^d0(Ai[nd^;-ii)« 
dty  populous  asSdfiCedi  with  the^multitttAK 
in  favour>ef  1i!iiei^^tl^my^;>m^ 
cipal  inhkh4tantd  not  to  be^deprndedupMlp- 
and  others  deddedfy^fri^Hdly*  to  P^rdlW  - 
**  It  Wbuld,^  Urged  Adrtdiio,  f'  he  ^tt  act 
of  madness'  to  d«tk6k  the  c^te>  of  tf<Ahf 
Giaconlo;^  the  wall  and* towers  of  >Whii:dl' 
had  be^::so  lately  stk'engthened  and^reiij 
paired ;  they  had>  the  command  of  no  tnru 
tillery,  whilst  Perollo  had  seven  pil&cMtif 
considerable  w^ght,  his^  wmlls  W^rg '  'weU 
manned,  hl§  anbouiry  well  fuinish^,  Wd  he 
himself,  witli  all' his  crimen  imd  tytfiiiii^i: 
had  ever  botne  the  reputation' bf  a  wis^ 
and  brave  oommanderJ  '  Not^^  welhb'  the* 
stktengtfai^tid^^talentbi^  hisikinsmieii  tHit 
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affiierents  to  he  forgotten  and  despised, 
Byadyancing  openly,  and  with  hannen 
di^layed,  it  would  appear  as  if  they  were 
risen  in  declared  rehellion  against  the  em- 
peror himself,  and  thus  excite  the  country 
in  general  agamst  them,  and  place  their 
lives  and  property  in  jeopardy  hereafter, 

^'  And  what  then  are  the  temporizing 
plans  of  Geronimo  Peralta  ?**  asked  Delia 
fiardia,  with  a  look  of  contempt ;  ^*  by 
what  crooked  paths  of  policy  does  he  in- 
tend to  lead  us  on  to  victory  and  venge- 
ance ?     Is  a  force  of  four  hundred  gallant 
men  to  be  wasted  in  devising  schemes  of 
individual   assassination  ?     Count  Luna, 
you  have  now  the  united  powers  of  your 
finends  and  family  obedient  to  your  com- 
mand; with  one  heart  they  have  vowed  to 
redress  your  wrongs — with  one  voice  they 
edlibr  the  total  extermination  of  our  mu- 
tual enemies ;  and  if  but  one  individual  of 
Perollo's  accursed  race  shall  escape,  this 
tjrranny  will  hereafter  be  again  revived, 
and  our  posterity  will  crouch  beneath  the 
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yoke  from  which  we  may  deliver  them. 
Ijet  us  draw  our  toils  around  their  deii, 
nor  let  one  thought  of  mercy  be  permitted 
to  any  soul  connected  with  Perollo." 

No  one,"  said  Calogero  Cakndrinoiy 
can,  I  think,  accuse  me  of  supporting 
plans  of  needless  caution,  or  of  charity  Uh 
wards  the  party  of  PeroUo ;  but  I  must 
think,  with  the  baron  Adriano,  that  oar, 
forces  are  too  weak  to  cope  with  the  un^ 
divided  power  of  don  Giacomo ;  if  he  ca^ 
himself  be  surprised  and  slain,  the  residue 
would  fall  an  easy  conquest  Let  then  a 
l^umber  of  our  men  be  selected  for  his  de? 
struction— *-let  them  be  received  and  se^ 
cretly  kept  in  Sciacca,  till  an  occasion  offers 

■ 

when  they  may  rush  out  and  crush  the 
insolent  oppressor,  surround  his  walls,  adr 
mit  into  the  city  the  remainder  of  our 
troops^  and  finally  complete  our  glcnrioufi 
|;numph  of  revenge  and  justice." 
,  The  opinion  of  Calandrino  met  with  al- 
most  universal  approbation.  Sigismund 
and  Delia  Bardia  at  length  acceded  to  it« 
and  the  assembly  proceeded  to  deliberate 
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on  the  surest  way  of  putting  their  designs 
in  practice.  Finally  it  was  determined  to 
select  an  hundred  of  their  boldest  men, 
who  were  to  be  conveyed  into  the  city 
during  the  night,  and  await  an  opportu- 
nity when  Ferollo  should  leave  his  castle ; 
and,  by  a  sudden  assault,  they  then  hoped 
to  compass  his  destruction,  after  which 
they  might  proceed  as  circumstances  should 
dictate.  The  first  difficulty  to  be  sur- 
mounted was  the  conveying  so  large  a 
body  oi  persons  into  the  town  unnoticed. 
The  gates  being  regularly  closed  at  night, 
made  this  more  difficult;  but  it  was  at 
length  proposed  that  they  should  enter 
by  means  of  a  lower  window  in  the  house 
of  Pietro  Infontanetta,  which,  as  adjoin- 
ing the  exterior  wall  of  the  city,  in  a  situa- 
tbn  little  exposed  to  public  notice,  could 
afford  the  surest  and  most  private  ingress 
to  any  number  of  men,  and  at  any  hour  of 
the  night 

Tbe  impatience  of  don  Sigisniund  ur^ed 
the  immediate  execution  of  their  enter- 
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prise ;  but  Adriano,  Pugiades,  and  one  or 
two  of  the  more  cautious  leaders,  demand* 
ed  a  few  hours  preparation  and  rdtectimii 
that  every  thing  might  be  better  arranged 
and  considered,  and  no  oversight  destroy 
their  hopes  at  the  time  of  action.  The  de- 
lay was  not  obtained  without  much  de- 
bate and  opposition  from  the  tnore  impe- 
tuous members  of  the  confederacy;  attd 
only  u^on  an  assurance  that  the  scheme 
should  be  put  in  practice  on  the  second' 
night.'- 

As  the  party  separated,  Sigismund  took 
an  opjiortunity  to  desire  Adritoo  private- 
ly to  follow  him  to  his  own  apartment,  as 
soon  as  he  could  escape  from  general  obser- 
vation. 

A  long  interview  took  place  between 
the  cbimt  and  his  confidential  friend,  which 
contihtied  during  great  part  of  the  night ; 
and  at  daybreak  Adriano  lefl  the  castle, 
attended  by  ten  of  his  followers ;  anQ  to 
all  inquiries  after  him  the  next  day,  Sigis- 
nSund  replied,  that  the  baron,  havingsome 
affairs  of  importancie  to  transact,  had  de- 
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parted  for  a  few  hours,  but  would  proba-> 
faly  letum  to  partake  in  the  expedition  on 
the  ensuing  night 

During  the  morning  after  this  secret 
journey  of  Peralta,  Sigismund  encounter^ 
ed  Delia  Bardia  on  the  ramparts  of  the  cas- 
tle; and  entering  into  conversation  with 
him  on  tlie  subject  of  their  approaching 
enterprise,  observed,  that  it  did  not  appear 
that  many  of  their  party  concurred  with 
him  in  considering  it  of  consequence  to 
destroy  other  of  their  enemies  besides 
Pandoifina  himself— ''^Yet,''  added  Luna^ 
^  I  ftel  as  deeply  injured  by  the  treache* 
ly  of  the  son,  in  endeavouring  to  alienate 
the  aflSKStions  of  my  betrothed  wife,  as  by 
the  insults  of  the  father,  or  the  imperti* 
Dent  interference  and  unfounded  accusa* 
tion  of  their  kinsman  don  Paolo,  who 
pretends  to  have  bad  information  of  the 
existence  of  some  female  connexion  of 
mine»  which  may  be  an  obstacle  to  my  in^ 
tended  allianoe.'' 

**  Indeed  T  said  Delia  Bardia,  looking 
surprised    ^  To  whom  could  be  allude?'* 
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Sigismund  fixed  his  eyes  steadily  mi 
Accursi — "Can  it  be  possible  that  my  sus- 
picions are  well  founded,"  be  said,  **  and 
that  my  mother's  mysterious  allusion  bad 
any  foundation  7* 

"  If  your  excellenza  derived  any  know- 
ledge from  the  countess  Caltabellotta,  it  is 
probably  correct,"  coldly  replied  DeUaBar- 
dia. 

"  My  mother  hinted  at  some  transact 
tion  in  which  you  yourself  were  concent' 
ed,  signor." 

"  Speak  out,  count  SigismunddiLuna; 
I  am  prepared  to  meet  your  questions', 
nor  shall  I  refuse  to  answer  them  ~ 

"  Your  vehemence,  Delia  Bardia,  has 
rendered  you  forgetful  where  you  are.  If 
you  have  any  information  to  communiciEite, 
let  us  retire  to  a  more  private  spot ;  we 
are  here  exposed  to  all  the  vassals  who 
crowd  the  courts  below.** 

**  It  matters  not,"  answered  Accursi; 
"  it  will  not  long  be  a  secret  that  Francisca 
di  Luna  is  restored  again,  and  claims  her 
natural  rights.** 
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••I  know  not,"  said  Sigismund^  **  wha 
this  same  lady  is;^  but  be  she  who  she 
may,  we  need  not  subject  her  history  or 
her  claims  to  the  discussion  of  our  vassals  ;> 
nor  can  I  easily  forgive  those  who  pretend 
to  be  my  friends,  and  have  exposed  me  to 
the  suspicions  of  the  baron  Solanto,  thQ 
insinuations  of  Faoto  Perollo^  and  to  the 
appearance  of  having  acted  with  disho-~ 
ndur  and  duplicity.  Let  us  retire,  anc[  in 
a  more  convenient  place  inform  pie  of  ^^he 
particulars  of  this  mysterious  affair." 

^*  There  is  no  occasion  for  retirement^ 
doD  Sigismund ;  the  bride  of  Delia  Bardia, 
and  the  sister  of  count  Luna,  has  been 
too  long  concealed  from  the  knowledge  of 
the  world.'' 

Sigismund  stood  in  mute  apiazement 
~^  You  must  have  been  imposed  upon^ 
barcme  della  Bardia;  my  &ther  had  no' 
diild  but  me,  save  one  who  died  in  in*^ 
fimcy.'* 

^  Your  excellenza  hasr*  been  misinform* 
edL  The  baronesa  della  Bardia  was  report- 
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^  dead,  and  since  that  time  resided  with 
the  nuns  of  Santa  Caterina.". 

"  My  mother*s  evidence  will  sodn  con- 
fute this  foolish  history,*^  observed  don 
Sigismund. 

^  The  countess  dares  not,  cannot,  does 
not,  disown  her  daughter,  the  lady  Fran- 
cisca  di  Luna,**  said  Accursi. 

Again  don  Sigismiind  paused.-^'' Shoold 
this  improbable  tale,"  he  said  at  littt,  ^  he 
tnie]  who  has  dared  to  gfve  a  daughter  d 
our  house  in  marriage  withMit  th^  OdMcmt 
of  bttr  Ingh  relatives  ?" 

'^  The  countess  CitkabeUotta  baft  found 
no  unfit  husband  for  her  chfid,  I  troMi  in 
her  kinsman  Accnrsi  d'Amato ;  and  be  sho 
finally  acknowledged  or  not  by  her  nearer 
connexions,  we  have  evidence  sufficient  to 
compel  them  not  to  withhold  her  rights.** 

**  Do  you  threaten  me  with  this  impo^ 
ture,  signor?  Have  you  yet  to  learn 
that  Luna  is  not  to  be  acted  upon  by  in^ 
i^olence  or  terror  ?• 

**  Neither  has  arrogance,  or  afiected  iiK 
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credulity,  yet  influ^ced  DelU  Bardia^  I 
Irave  no  desire,  doiv  Sigisoiundr  to  expose: 
your  mother's  deeds  of  unnatund  cruelty 
towards  her  helpless  <^ild,  nor  CoiM^  |it  var* 
nance  with.  y(HirseI«f  *r  it  whs  not  my  i»« 
tention  to  have  made  this  disclosure  until 
after  jrour  nuptials  witU  Solanto!^  daugh- 
ter; your  own  curiosity  has  drawn^  it  fcoin 
me,  «nd  wHfar  yourself  it  remains  to  make 
it  publie,  or  still  to  cooeeal  it  till  that  event 
baa  taken  place ;  until  when,  I  am  willing 
to  aUow  our  claims  to  continue  dormant.-*^ 
^I  wish,  stgnor  d'Amato,  to  take  nor 
andue  advantage  of  the  baron  Soknto^ 
and  ta  shew  the  world,  that  Sigismund  di 
LtmH  isr  dear  from  the  imputation  cast 
aprni  him ;-  but  whilst  the  present  hnport^ 
mt  afi&dr  is  |iendiBg,  it  Ivill  be  impoa$ible^ 
tot  me  to .  atfamd  to  any  other.  As^  soon; 
as  leimre  ]s:affbtdjed  me«  I  shall  be  happy 
to  investigate; ^ the  lady-s^  claims;  and  if 
substantiated, 'gladly  receive  her  as  my 
sister.  ^  Had  thift  infonhation  come  in  any 
other  manner,,  or  through  any  other  chani% 
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nel  than  a  Perollo,  I  should  have  welcom* 
ed  it  more  cheerfully ;  but  I  cannot  now 
deny  the  justice  of  their  accusation,  and 
may  find  it  difficult  to  dear  myself  from 
the  suspicion  of  being  accessary  to  the  coii* 
cealtnent** 

''  Your  excellenza  can  arrange  that  as 
best  pleases  you,"  said  Accursi ;  ^'  it  will 
be  a  matter  of  little  import  when  you  have 
secured  the  lady  and  her  dower." 

Don  Sigismund  was  going  to  reply,  not 
in  the  gentlest  manner,  to  tliis  cavalier 
mode  of  treating  his  character ;  but  Delia 
Bardia  interrupted  him,  by  requesting 
permission  to  bring  a  prisoner  to  Bivonia^ 
whose  life  and  safety,  he  said,  were  of  ma* 
terial  consequence  to  him  ;  and  as  during 
the  approaching  hostilities  he  should  be 
abjsefit  from  his  own  castle,  his  captive 
i^outd  be  more  secure  at  Bivonia,  where  a 
g^riison  was  always  kept,  than  elsewhere. 
The  count  gave  the  permission,  without 
troubling  himself  to  make  anyinquiries^ 
and  left  his  companion  to  himself.      ... 

A  few  days  after  the  scene  of  alterca* 
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tion  between  don  Sigismund  a^d  PeroUa* 
at  the  casano^  the  family  of  Solanto  were 
thrown  into  astonishment  by  the  arrival 
of  the  countess  Caltabellotta^  attired  in  a 
state  dressr  which  she  had  wom.fifty  years^ 
before  at  Palermo^  attended  by  her  awk- 
ward domestics,  and  endeavouring  to  imi- 
tate the  el^ance  and  splendour  of  the  ba- 
voness  Fandolfina.  Her  arrival  was  an-r 
Munoed  some  minutes  before  she  made 
her  entrance,  and  she  appeared  to  be  stu-^ 
dying  the  means  of  making  her  dignity 
most  conspicuous.  She  was  received  with- 
easy  and  respectful  attention  by  the  baro- 
ness, and  with  reserve  by  Costanza. 

*•  Count  Luna,''  the  lady  began,  "  haa 
commissioned,  me  to  offer  his  excuses  to 
the  signora  di  Solanto.  for  his  involuntary 
absence.  Unexpected  business  has  called 
him  over  to  Bivonia,.  which  may  detain; 
him  there  for  several  days.** 

Costanza  bowed,,  but  expressed  no  re- 
gret at  hia  absence;  hec mother  however 
endeavoured,.by  every  means  in  her  power,. 
tocpnci^ate  her  guests  but  apparently,  in; 
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tdtt :  thetoolw«  with  which  tfaeymirigei^ 
hdy  iiemVed  herself  and  her  iutdfigmioe^ 
pfddaeed  a  doud  ofill-huhioutv  whidi  no* 
thing  seemed  likely  to  diteipate.  Witir 
the  delhrerjr  df  her  embassy,  the  eonversa^ 
tion  of  the  countess  was  exhansted ;  but 
she  ednsid^red  ft  as  a  matter  of  etiquette 
to  make  her  irisit  of  ia  certain  laigth.  Af- 
Ut  some  time^e  i^ain  addressed  Costansa 
— ''•TTpon  the  retumof  don  Sigismnnd  to 
Sciacda,'^  she  said^  "  some  time  will,  I  sup- 
pose, be  fixed  for  the  fulfilment  of  ywir 
togagement,  "signora  ?" 

"My  destiny,  madam,**  replied  Cos- 
stanza,  "  is,  in  this  instance,  in  my  fatliei^s 
hands;  bouht  Luna's  violence  is  little  likely 
to  make  me  anxious  for  any  such  period," 

•*  There  are  -few  young  females,  signora, 
m  Sicily,**  said  theelder  lady,  "  who  would 
not  appreciate  the  merits  of  my  son,  and 
the  honour  of  his  alliance,  at  a  sufficiently- 
high  rate  to  overlook  any  little  effusions  of 
vehemence  which  his  warm  and  generous 
temper  sometimes  involves  him  in." 

'' The  Skilian  damsels,  and  pfartieularly 
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those  in  Sdacca,  possess,  I  doubt  not,  all 
the  meekness  and  patience  of  their  ma» 
thersy"  said  Costanza;  ''but  I  am  unfor-^ 
tunately  not  gifted  with  the  gentle  spirit 
of  the  baroness  Solanto." 

The  oonntess  shewed  symptoms  of  an- 
ger  and  impatience ;  biit  represisnng  them^ 
answered-^^  Sigismund's  love,  sighora,  is 
ardent  and  impetuous  \  but  your  influence 
over  him,  in  every  instance,  will  shew  itself^ 
when  hH  causes  for  jealousy  and  fear  are 
at  an  end/* 

**  Your  excellenza  is  arguing,**  repfied 
Costanza,  •*  as  if  every  impediment  to 
tins  union  were  obviated;  whereas  the  con- 
duct of  oouiit  Liinia^  during  the  last  inter- 
view with  winch  he  honoured  our  iamily, 
was  such  as  would  have  made  me  refuse 
him  even  at  the  altar;  and  I  beg  once 
igain  to  state,  timt  I  consider  myself  as 
under  no  obligation  to  fulfil  tlie  treaty 
which  was  begun  before  our  arrival  hete ; 
and  tiiat  I -should  expect  my  future  days  to 
pas&  more  pteoedMy  m  fuiy  way,  than  as 
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united  with  the  head  of  a  &ction,  so,  vio^ 
lent  as  that  with  which  count  Luna  is 
connected." 

^  It  i»  well  the  baron  Solanto  possesses 
an  authority  over  this  high  spirit,  lady/' 

'^  in  that  I  perfectly  agree  with  your* 
e3&eeHenza,r  answered  Costanza ;.  ^  and  sa* 
gently  does  he  Hse  it,  that  I  should  be  un* 
willing  to  exchange  it^  were  thedisposi* 
tions  of  my  future  connexions  niore  in* 
viting,.and  had  no  other  lady  claims  upoa 
don  Sigismund." 

^  I  am  ignorant  of  your  allusion^  sig- 
noray""  said.the  countess,  looking  pale. 

The  baroness  prevented  her  daughter'a^ 
r^ply,  by  mentioning  that  she  had  heard, 
some  mysterious  history,,  which,  she  doubt? 
ed  not,,  eount  Luna  would  easily  explain, 
when  next  they  met . 

^'  Some  malignmit  invention  of  Perolloj^ 
I  presume;" 

^*  Don  Paolo  Perollo^?  interrupted  Cos^ 
tanza,.  '^  has  never  been  accused,. by  envy 
itself,  of  falsehood  or  malignity*" 
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^  The  detested  race  are  all  alike,'' 
the  lady,  furknisl  j,.  asu  the  oountess  Sam-* 
baea  entered  the  room  .. 

Without  perceiving  all  the  party  pre^ 
sen^  y/nth  a  nlent:  salutation  to  the  baro^ 
nesS)  ahe  rushed  up  to  Coatatiziq.and  em^ 
braoed  her,  witli'  every  ^mptom  of  the 
moat  violent  afiectionf~'*'My  dear  crea-^ 
tine  r  said  she,,  ''allow  me  ta  cengratu*^ 
late  y&OL  on  your  delightful  eseape  I  I 
have  been  enchanted  ever  since  I  heard 
this  exquirite  story  ;  it  is,  to  be  sure,  very 
drea^ikr  but  you*  must  be  most  happy  at 
its  tMnoination." 

**  Jtllow  me  to  introduce  you  to  tha 
etmntess  Caltabellotta,*'  replied  Costonza; 
The  lady  looked^  round  surprised;  and 
seeing  the  countless,  was  silent  for  a  feii^ 
mmnents.  The  mother  of  Sij^smund, 
however,  a£fected  not!  to  perceive  the  in* 
trader,  who  Ksumed  bar  conversation  in 
an  nnder^tone. 

•'I  was  in: hopes,. my  dear  friend,!!  she 
«aid,.  "  <rf  not  finding  any  of  .y our  .old 
kiv€r>:&mily  pit  t|ie  i^suno,:  and  .of  .hfi|!(T 
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Big  more  df  thiff  divine  Imtoty. '.  K  VidA  I 
dnnt  speak  to  that  old  wietdir  aAd  aifc 
her  a  few  questions.  She  looks  dieMU. 
fatty  grim ;  iMit  I  cannot  restrain  my  cu* 
riosify;^  and,  in  laHier  a  filtering  tonsi; 
the  countess  Sambaca  bcgan^^  Yoir  naii^ 
ly  must  excuse  me,,  my  dear  madam;  but  I 
am  so  interested  in  the  afl&ir,  ^at  I  jctn- 
not  help  applying  to  you  for  inibrmatioa; 
— Wifl  you  teU  me  some  of  the  dvntdftil 
particulars?** 

Tiie  countesft  Caltabellotta^  between  a»r 
ger  and  surprise,,  was  perfectly  mute;  unA 
the  inquirer,  taking  her  silencfeusipennis^ 
lion  to  proceed,  continued — **  Itctttaityy 
must  be  a  very  unpleasaht  cirounnt8ilceta> 
your  family,  signora ;  but  as  it  is  noW  so 
generally  known,  'and  all  the  &cts'so  dear-* 
ly  estaUisbed,  there  con  be  no  longer cacnjjr 
use  in  secrecy.  When  Laura BeiY&riftnst 
told  me  that  the  lady  Lucretta  wasillivid 
again,  I  assure  you  I  said  directly — *  Ma« 
dama  di  Trapani!  "  What  a  horroic^fdrthe 
pooroouotess  OAltabeUotta  P  But  really,. 
y^kimt  I  heclid  tlM<f«hel^4i¥^^HirAlJA^ 
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ill  ^bk  fime  with  that  fright  the  barOM 
ddlaBaidia,  I  was  ao  shocked  at  her  con* 
ducty  that  I  even  pitied  her  husband.  I 
do  abhw  aoandal)  ind  think  it  the  most 
dieadfid  thing  in  the  world;  but  when 
one  hears  of  such  interesting  events,  one 
eannofc  hej^  listening.  I  dare  say  doit  Si- 
giamnnd  wont  be  able  to  get  a  divoree^ 
fot  the  pope  will  not  l&e  to  expose  his 
nieoe;  aa  my  dear  superioT'-iiunded  Cos- 
tanza  will  be  free,  and  many  my  coudn 
FedcrioQy  as  I  tdid  signor  Pignatdb  when 
irefintmet" 

The  faatoness  had  been  so  ailtonished  a| 
the  b^pnning  of  this  harangue,  that  she 
hMl  kat  her  presence  of  mind,  and  had  not 
attempted  to  interrupt  it;  but  both  Co6« 
tanza  and  hersdf  hsooming  alarmed  at  the 
eonaequences,  exerted  tfaieBaaelyes  by  pro- 
testing against  the  absurdity  of  her  inform 
matkm;  Coatansa  Uusbed  deeply  at  the 
mention  of  Federioo^  and  th^  aUusion  to 
the  conversation  at  the  Caaa  di  PeroUo, 

^  Pmyi  ladies,**  said  the  countess  Gaksr 
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bellotta,  pale  with  rage,  '^  let  this 
and  most  amusing  personageprooeed ;  she 
linay  elucidate  several  mysteries  with  which 
we  are  unacquainted!  Probably,"  die  eoii- 
tfaiued,  ^the  signora  di  Sambuca  iis  od 
emissary  fiom  this  honourable  lover ;  .let 
me  be  no  interruption  to  your  proeeed-t 
kigiB^  madame ;  I  am  about  to  depart ;  but 
first,  you  must  let  me  express  my  thanka 
for  your  avowal  of  the  ccmnexion  between 
this  lady  and  Perollo/* 

^  I  declare  I  had  no  idea  she  was  so 
agreeable^'*  said  the  countess  SiEunbuoa;  ^  I 
had  al  wayfr  been  told  shewas  ttiemost—^'* 

^  I  must  request,  signora,"  said  Cos*^ 
tanza,.  '^  that  you  will,  for  my  sake^  ex^ 
plain  the  8ul:]gect  which  the  countess  Cal-- 
tabellotta  appears  to  misimderstand.'' ; 

^  Really,  my  dear  creature,  I  cannot  ex* 
plain  it,"  she  answered.  ^*  You  knew  it 
has  been  leported  that  the  lady  Lucreti^ 
was  spirited  away,"  with  a  significant  nod 
at  the  countess. 

^  Silence,  fool!"  exclaimed  the  lady,, 
shaking  with  emotion.. 
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Tbe  conntess  Sambuca  screamed  at  the 
vehemence  of  her  tone  and  gesture. 
-  •*  I  must  desire,"  said  Costansa,  grave- 
ly, and  with  firmness,  **  that  the  signoFB 
be  allowed  to  explain  her  insinuation  about 
signor  Perollo ." 

Poor  madame  Sambnca  was,  however, 
terrified  into  silence,  and  seemed  only  anx- 
ious how  to  escape  from  the  preseilce  of 
the  enraged  countess  CaltabelIotta«. 

**  Nothing  more  is  necessary  on  the  sub- 
ject" *aid  the  latter ;  •*  every  one  will  now 
be  convinced  of  the  treachery  with  which 
don  Sigismund  hab  been  treated." 
'  The  baroness  Solanto  pointed  out  the 
justice  of  hearing  her  daughter's  explan»- 
tioD. 

*•  The  first  time,*"  said  Costanza,  *•  I 
met  this  lady  at  the  Casa  di  Ferolto,  she 
eertainly  expressed  a  wish  that  my  en^ 
gagement  with  count  Luna  could  be  trans- 
ferred to  her  kinsman ;  but  it  was  said,  i 
then  considered,  in  the  Sftme  uhthinlcing 
jf ay  in  which  she  has  iww  repeated  ifc 
This,  signora  di  SMfibiica,  is^  I  believei. 
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the  true  history  of  all  jour  conversation 
on  the  (wtject." 

^*  Really,  my  dear  creature, ;  Idaie  say 
it  is ;  but'  pray  take  me  awaT'  fixxn  that 
dreadful  person ;;  I  am  :so  terrified,  I  shall 
not  be  able  to  speak  for  a  month." 

**  Your  aooount,  signora  di  SokKito," 
said  the  countess  Calta);ieUottm .  f*  ihas  fui* 
fortunately  so  many  circumstaofses  tq  oop* 
tradict  it,  that  it  can  scarcely  be  believed.'^ 

<<  When  I  condescended  to  explaiii  .the 
thoughtless  expressions  of  this  lady^'*-  s^ 
Gostanza.  with  calm  dignity,  ,«, it  was 
done  to  vindicate  my  own;  epn4actv  and 
toinlbnnr  my  mother  of  theu:  meaning;!  I 
wagh  too  lightly  the  Qpinion  of  your  ex« 
cellenza,  to  have  entered  into  any  expire* 
nation  pn  your  account.'' .  .  i  *  .. 

-*€  \^i^i  ^  delightful  spirit !"  whispered 
the  countess  Sambuca  to  the  baroness; 
''  I  would  iK)t  speak  again  to  the  cross  old 
creature  for  the  universe^".  ;, 

^  I  must  request,  signora,  that  you.wiU 
have  the  goodness  to  con$rm  or  contnk^ 
diet  the  statement  ^Costanza."    * 


LUNA  AKD  P£B6I/L0.  117 

**  iliy  €lMr  madam,''  she  replied,  still 
in  an  under-tone,  •*  I  never  contradict 
any  body  but  my  husband ;  I  would  not, 
I  aim  slire^  expose  tliat  lady,  tbough  ivhat 
denna  CSostanza  Bays  is  perfectly  true/* 

^  Be  ^  ^so '  good,  counted  Caltabellotta, 
*  as  to  beikr  this  lady's  acknowledgment,** 
sttid  -tfie  baioness. 

•*  Addio,**  said  the  signora  di  Sambiica, 
roakiilg  to  the  d^oor. 

The "Bomniahds^  and  entreaties  of  Cos- 
Man^  find  her  naother  were  in  vain;  she 
hasftfly  withdrew,  and  the  mother  of  count 
LunlA'ldoked  with  a  sarcastic  smile  to  the 
{Mtrties  reminfmng. 

^idy  assertions  want  not  further  proof 
with  you,  my  inothef,  I  trust,**  said  Cos- 
tanza. 

' '  -  .^  Noj  my  child ;  lior  willi  they  with  any 
who  knows  and  can  ep^^dtb  you  as  you 
dfterreT  ' 

^fPoUF  iKend,  sigBldra,**  said  the  coun* 
tess,  '^seemed  unwilling  to  confirm  the 
Itatement  yM  vouchsafed  to  give;  don 
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Sigismund  will  have  no  smaK  right  to 
demand  a  more  explicit  fiatisfaction." 

**  Don  Sigismund  can  have  no  rig^iover 
my  conduct^  madame.  The  aecufiatipii 
under  which  he  himself  now  lies, .  is  such 
as  demands  the  fullest  explanotioik  If 
my  &ther  has  been  insulted  by  the  yofkr 
of  an  engagement,  to  which  any  secret  im* 
pediment  existed,  he  may  indeed  com- 
plain of  treachery  and  dishonourable  usage. 
But  I  wish  not  to  recriminate,  and  i|gain 
repeat,  that  I  consider  my  engagement  to 
your  son,  count  Luna,  as  null  and  void*'' 

*'  That  you  may  fulfil  your  contract 
with  FeroUo,"  said  the  countesa;  "  but 
beware,  young  lady;  you' may  raise  a 
storm  which  shall  crush  your  house»as 
well  as  theirs..  The  friends  of  Luna  are 
numerous  and  brave ;  force  may  revenge 
his  injuries,  but  not  redress  them.** 

*^  The  threats  and  promises  of  don  Si- 
gismund, his  friends^  and  family,  I  equal- 
ly disregard,"  said  Costanza. 

Solanto  now  entered  the  apartment,  and 
good-humouredly  saluted  the  countess. 
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•  •"  You  heard»  I  hope,  the  kst  reply  of 
donna  Costanza/'  she  said ;  ^*  though  with* 
out  perhaps  fully  understanding  the  hn- 
pulae  under  which  she  acts»  her  engage^ 
ments  with  FeroUo  are  now  exposed  be? 
yond  a  doubt'* 

**  Engagements  with  PeroUo!"  repeated 
Solaiito;.  ^ to. whose  engagements  does 
your  excellenza  allude  ?" 
.  !*  To  those  ef  your  dfiughter,  signor,  the 
betrothed  bride  of  Sigismund  count  Luna* 
We.  shall  now  see  how  far  you  have  been 
infected  by  their  schemes." 

".  If  we  have  any  arrangements  with  the 
faacoaPandolfina,''  replied  Solanto,  ''there 
would  be  some  treachery  perhaps  in  break* 
ing  them ;  but  what  treaty  can  Costanza 
have  entered  into,  to  excite  such  vehe- 
m&ace  in  your  excellenza  ?"* 

^*  It  appears  hardly  possible,"  said  the 
eountess,  *'  that  you,  baron  Solanto^  shou.d 
be  ignorant  of  the  love  entertained  by  Fe« 
denoD  FeroUo  for  your  daughter,  though 
ihe  qiay  have  denied  the  return  she  has 
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dared  to  make  to  bis  presnmptuoiui  pas- 
Mon." 

^  And  who  has  now  disoorered  this 
most  important  secret  ?*  asked  the  gentk^ 
man. 

"  Her  friend  the  countess  Sambuca.** 

^*  Costanza  has  been  most  imprudent  in 
her  choice  of  a  confidante,''  sdd  SolmtQi 
smiling. 

^  And  you  intend,  signor,  to  justify  her 
falsehood?" 

^*  By  no  means,  signora ;  I  onty  mtend 
to  doubt  the  authenticity  of  your  infbr* 
mation." 

"  And  dare  you  doubt  the  word  of  the 
countess  Caltabellotta  P''  asked  the  lady, 
in  no  gentle  tone. 

"  I  may  be  allowed,  I  hope,  to  doubt 
the  authority  on  which  your  excellenza^s 
opinion  is  formed. 

The  composure  of  the  baron  provoked 
the  lady  beyond  endurance— "  Once  for 
all,  baron  Solanto,"  she  said,  ^  as  the  mo* 
ther  of  count  Luna,  I  demand  to.  knew 
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your  determmation — whether  you  intend 
to  fulfil  your  contract  with  my  son,  or,  in 
defiance  of  honour  and  justice,  give  your 
daughter  to  Perollo  ?** 

**  Probably  neither,"  said  Solanto,  with 
indifference.  "  I  should  be  sorry  to  dis- 
please  you,  lady,  or  treat  count  Luna  im- 
properly ;  but  I  see  too  much  against  the 
intended  union  at  present  to  allow  it  to 
proceed,  though  this  denial  by  no  means 
involves  a  future  contract  with  Perollo,  or 
a  final  rejection  of  count  Luna's  suit.** 

**  This  then,  sir,  is  your  decision  ?" 

"  For  the  present,  signora,  this  is  my 
resolution." 

**Then,  baron  Solanto,  on  your  own 
head  be  the  fatal  consequences,"  replied 
the  lady,  and  rose  to  depart 

The  baroness  received  a  slight  parting 
salutation;  but  Costanza  was  regarded 
only  with  a  look  of  indignation. 

**  Allow  me  to  see  your  excellenza  to 
your  litter,"  said  Solanto,  as  the  lady  was 
quitting  the  room. 

VOL.  III.  G 
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''My  attendants  are  in  waiting/'  mr 
swei:ed  the  countess ;  and  re£using  his  of- 
fered hand,  deputed. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 
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So  that,  from  point  to  point,  now  have  you  heard 
The  fundamental  reasons  of  this  war, 
Whose  great  decision  bath  much  blood  let  foith^ 
And  more  thirsts  after.       AWi  Well  that  Endi  WtlL 

Th£  hot  springs  of  Sciacca  are  situated 
in  a  deep  and  rocky  valley,  at  the  distance 
of  about  half  a  league  from  the  city,  and 
have  been  the  resOTt  of  invalids  from  time 
immemorial.  The  waters  are  powerfully 
impregnated  with  sulphur,  and  rise  at  a 
very  high  temperature,  and  of  the  odour 
of  milk ;  so  great  is  the  quantity  of  the 
mtineral  contained  in  them,  that  the  pipes 
through  which  they  flow  into  the  baths  be- 
come choked  up  from  the  deposit ;  and  by 
evaporating,  the  fluid,  after,  it  has  passed 
through  the  places  designed  for  the  bathers, 
a^ast  quantity  of  sulphur  is  obtained. 

OS 
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The  springs  rise  at  no  great  distance  from 
each  other,  are  many  in  number,  and  vari- 
ous in  their  appearance  and  quality. 

Beside  the  principal  one  above  described, 
is  one  which  is  called  the  Acqua  Santa. 
The  waters  here  rise  clear  and  pellucid^ 
about  the  temperature  of  new  milk,  arid 
possessing  a  pleasant  soft  taste.  Three 
other  springs  near  the  spot  are  black  and 
brackish ;  and  a  fourth,  though  perfectly 
clear,  has  only  a  slightly  sulphuric  flavour. 
At  the  distance  of  a  leaguef  from  hence, 
eastward  of  the  city,  rise  a  chain  of  lofly 
hills,  on  whose  summits  are  wells  of  a  si- 
milar nature,  which  are  much  frequented 
at  certain  seasons. 

The  scenery  in  this  valley  of  the  baths 
is  wild  and  picturesque.  On  the  emi- 
nence which  bounds  it  to  the  west,  are  the 
white  towers  of  the  city,  interspersed  with 
the  various  trees  which  adorn  the  gardens 
attached  to  the  convents  and  palaces. 
Eastward  the  hills  rise  successively  one 
behind  another,  till  the  prospect  is  termi- 
nated by  the  lofty  mountains  between 
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Sciacca  and  Girgenti,  from  which  descends 
the  Fiume  Flatani,  one  of  the  principal 
rivers  in  the  island.  The  lower  part  of  the 
valley  afiprds  occasional  views  of  the  sea» 
whilst  northward  it  is  closed  in  by  hills 
covered  with  thickets,  and  abounding  in 
game,  in  pursuit  of  which,  and  in  wander- 
ing amongst  these  lonely  scenes,  the  ba- 
ron Solanto  spent  a  considerable  portion 
of  his  time,  frequently  unattended  by  any 
of  his  domestics. 

The  baroness  Solanto,  always  nervous 
and  delicate,  had  been  so  distressed  at  the 
scene  of  altercation  which  took  place  during 
the  last  visit  of  the  countess  Caltabellotta, 
that  she  had  in  consequence  been  for  some 
days  far  from  well,  which  the  baroness  Fan- 
dolfina  hearing,  came  down  to  the  cassino 
with  Marguerita ;  and  whilst  the  two  elder 
ladies  were  engaged  in  conversation,  the 
baroness  requested  Costanza  would  take 
the  benefit  of  air  and  exercise  in  the  olive- 
grove  adjoining  the  house,  fearing  her 
confinement  with  her  mother  might  be 
injurious  to  her  health,  and  Marguerita 
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<^ered  to  accompany  her.  The 'latter, 
though  in  low  spirits,  was  calm  and  com- 
posed; and  her  young  friend  sought  eveiy 
means  of  beguiKng  her  sorrows  in  detailing 
the  event  which  had  so  unfortunately  af- 
fected her  mother. 

Costanza  said,  she  could  easily  harre 
forgiven  the  attack  upon  herself,  after  the 
irritation  of  the  moment  was  over,  for  the 
take  of  the  effect  which  the  fury  of  the 
countess  had  produced  upon  her  father's 
mind,  it  having  almost  determined  him  to 
give  up  all  thoughts  of  a  union  for  ber 
with  don  Sigismund,  to  whom  she  now 
felt  so  decided  a  dislike,  as  to  make  her  r^ 
joice  in  any  event  which  broke  their  en- 
gagement, without  involving  her  in  dis- 
obedience to  her  parents ;  "  for  the  sagacity 
of  my  unfortunate  friend,  the  countess 
Sambuca,"  she  continued,  "her  absurd 
terror  of  the  old  lady,  and  provoking  re- 
petition of  her  own  ridiculous  conversa- 
tion, they  would  have  afforded  me  so 
much  amusement  in  the  recollection,  that 
I  should  have  felt  obliged  to  her  for  the 
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8Cene^  had  it  not  involved  my  mother's 
present  iUnees.  The  Arrival  of  tbe  baroness 
Pandolftiia  will,  I  hope,  revive  her ;  and 
my  father  has  all  along  endeavoured  to 
plaee  the  intemperate  violence  of  the  coun- 
tess in  as  absurd  a  light  as  possible.^ 

The  ladies  wandered  for  some  time  h6* 
neath  the  olive  and  almond  trees  around 
the  house,  and  at  length  seated  themselves 
on  a  fragment  of  rock,  at  some  distance 
frmn  it,  sheltered  on  all  sides  from  the 
beams  of  the  sun,  and  embosomed  amongst 
the  shrubs,  which  grew  luifuriantly  above. 
Sfarguerita  was  unable  to  support  the 
(xmvefsation ;  and  Costanza,  fearful  of  fa- 
tiguing her,  was  silent  also.  The  hum  of 
the  insects  fluttering  in  the  air  was  the 
only  sound  which  disturbed  the  repose  of 
the  scene ;  and  the  ladies  had  sat  for  se- 
veral minutes,  when  a  loud  yawn,  as  if 
from  a  person  awaking  from  sleep,  startled 
them  to  attention. 

^  A  pretty  watch  you  keepT  said  a 
hoarse  gruff  voice  on  the  other  side  of  the 
roek  on  which  they  were  resting. 
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"  Watch !"  replied  some  other  person, 
*'  after  riding  all  night ;  not  for  count 
Luna  himself,  much  less  for  this  good 
friend  of  his." 

Costanza  looked  at  her  companion  in 
speechless  amazement,  and  Marguerita  ap<- 
peared  equally  terrified. 

The  first  speaker  began  again — "  We 
shall  have  a  troublesome  job,  I  expect,  and 
our  chieftain  seems  to  think  so  too,  for  he 
keeps  himself  pretty  well  out  of  the  way." 

"  This  carrying  off,"  said  the  second 
voice,  "  is  poor  work,  and  gives  a  deal  of 
useless  trouble — a  stiletto  would  do  the 
business  in  half  the  time.  Our  leader  has 
commanded  us  to  be  tender  over  them, 
but  I  am  inclined  to  think  he  was  not 
much  in  earnest,  and  would  have  little  ob- 
jection to  our  making  short  work  of  it, 
and  giving  his  prisoner  over  into  the  keep- 
ing of  a  good  deep  grave." 

A  dark  ruffian-like  face  appeared  amidst 
the  bushes,  and  the  terrified  females  fled 
with  the  utmost  speed  towards  the  house, 
where  they  arrived  breathless  from  alarm. 
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Costanza  had  the  presence  of  mind  to 
prevent  her  companion  from  disturbing  her 
mother  or  the  ^baroness  Pandolfina,  and 
eagerly  inquired  for  her  father.  The  ba- 
ron,  she  was  told,  had  left  the  house  soon 
after  the  young  ladies,  and  was  not  yet  re- 
tamed.  The  amusement  she  had  derived 
fifom  the  society  of  her  friend  was  of  con- 
sderable  service  to  the  baroness  Solanto, 
who  entreated  her  to  repeat  her  kindness 
soon. 

After  their  departure,  Costanza  impa- 
tiently awaited  the  return  of  her  father, 
diat  she  might  detail  to  him  the  con  versa- 
tbn  she  had  heard  in  the  grove ;  but  she 
looked  for  him  in  vain  ;  and  as  evening 
approached,  her  terrors  rapidly  increased. 
She  inquired  if  the  baron  had  gone  to  visit 
ion  Giacomo?  The  baron  Pandolfina, 
her  mother  said,. was  so  occupied  with  bu- 
siness of  importance,  as  to  be  prevented 
from  leaving  his  castle,  even  for  an  hour. 
After  which  information,  communicated 
by  the  baroness,  it  was  not  probable  that 
Sdanto  had  gone  thither. 

Q3 
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The  distress  of  Costanza  beosme  eirery 
moment  more  insuppcnrtable ;  and  ber  mo» 
ther  also  began  to  be  impatient  for  the  re^ 
turn  of  her  husband,  when  a  noise  of 
horsemen  was  heard,  and  soon  after  oount 
Luna  was  announced.  Costanza,  who  at 
any  other  time  would  have  met  him  with 
repulsive  coolness,  now  welcomed  bis  ar^ 
rival,  as  a  possible  means  of  being  relieved 
from  her  uneasiness,  and  from  the  idea  of 
having  some  one  to  whom  she  could  oom* 
municate  ber  fears. 

*^  I  am  come  over  from  Bivonia  only  &r 
an  hour,"  he  said,  ^  but  would  not  lose 
the  opportunity  of  paying  my  respects 
here,  and  of  inquiring  after  the  health  of 
the  baroness  Solanto  and  yourself,  lady 
Costanza.** 

"  My  mother  is,  I  trust,  improving,** 
she  replied,  **  but  unable  to  bear  the  fa- 
tigue of  much  conversation ;  and  my  father 
is  at  present  absent  from  the  cassino;  but 
I  h<^e  and  expect  each  moment  to  Bee 
him  return.*" 

Encouraged  by  bis  fiivoorablereoeptkii^ 


don  Sigismund!  attempted  to  eonrerse  oil 
indifferent  subjecfaf,  but  his  matnner  waS 
contistmined,  and  he  seemed  ill  at  ease. 

Under  the  pretence  of  not  disturbing 
lier  mother^  Costanza  attracted  the  count 
to  *  distent  window,  and  refquested  a  few 
minates  private  conversation  with  him. 
Luna  appeared  confounded  at  the  request, 
and  aa  if  he  knew  not  how  to  proceed.^^ 
*♦  Take  leave,*^  siud  Costan^a,  "  and  with- 
draw, and  I  will  join  you  immediately  in 
another  apartment." 

Her  anxiety  appeared  excessive,  and 
Sigismund  could  not  but  obey.  He  ex- 
cused the  shortness  of  his  visit  on  account 
of  the  necessity  of  his  return  to  Bivonia ; 
and  teking  leave  of  the  baroness  and  Cos- 
tanza,  begged  his  respectful  salutations  to 
the  baron,  and  retired. 

In  a  few  minutes  the  signora  di  Solanto 
found  some  excuse  to  follow  him. 

In  relating  the  conversation  she  had 
heard  in  the  grove,  and  the  subsequent  ab- 
sence of  her  fiither,  Costanza  was  so-  over- 
poweMd  by  i^taticm  and  distress,  that  it 
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was  some  time  before  she  observed  the  ex- 
traordinary conduct  of  don  Sigismund; 
but  having  related  all  she  knew,  and  de- 
tailed her  fears  that  some  misfortune  had 
befallen  her  parent,  she  requested  the  ad- 
vice and  assistance  of  Luna,  and  waited 
his  reply.  As  she  looked  earnestly  in  his 
face  through  her  tears,  don  Sigismund 
averted  his  eyes  with  precipitation,  and 
stammered  forth  an  unintelligible  attempt 
to  console  and  support  her  spirits,  with* 
out  any  comment  on  what  he  had  heard, 
or  proposing  any  immediate  plan  of  pro- 
ceeding. 

^^  It  is  not  consolation,"  said  (!ostanza, 
^*  that  I  am  now  in  need  of,  but  advice  and 
active  exertion.  The  ruffian  I  overheard 
in  the  grove  mentioned  your  name,  count 
Luna,  and  some  friend  of  yours."  Sigis- 
mund trembled  beneath  her  look,  blush- 
ed, and  was  about  to  defend  himself.  **  I 
am  not  going  to  accuse  you,  count  Luna, 
of  any  connexion  with  those  persons, 
neither  am  I  aware  that  my  father  can 
have  excited  any  enmity   amongst  the 
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people  of  the  country,  but,  by  what  I 
heard,  I  am  assured  t^at  they  are  known 
to  some  of  your  friends ;  and  if  any  dread- 
M  design  has  been  perpetrated  against 
my  father,  to  you  I  look  for  redress." 

Liuna  assured  her  of  every  exertion  in 
his  power  being  made  to  discover  the 
cause  of  the  baron's  mysterious  absence^ — 
"  But  it  is  now  early  evening,"  he  said, 
**  and  your  alarms  are  perhaps  visionary." 

**  Oh  no,  no,"  replied  Costanza ;  "  eve- 
ry moment  confirms  the  dreadful  suspi- 
cions which  the  scene  to-day  gave  rise  to; 
I  foresee  the  certain  death  of  my  mother 
in  the  shock  this  horrible  event  will  give 
her,  if  any  accident  has  befallen  my  fa- 
tha:."     She  shuddered  at  her  thoughts. 

LiUna  again  attempted  some  common* 
place  topic  of  consolation  j  but  proposed  no- 
remedy  for  her  distressing  anxiety.  Cos- 
tanza again  looked  steadily  in  his  face. 
He  appeared  anxious  to  avoid  her  inquir*' 
ing  gaze,  and  to  be  confused  and  uneasy 
at  it.     She  started,  and  suddenly  left  the 
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stpattment  Luna  waited  for  her,  and  she 
camenot^and  he  was  impatiently  pacing  the 
room,  when  he  heard  a  horse  pass  npidif 
under  the  window.  He  summoned  a  do* 
mestic,  and  requested  that  the  lady  Cos- 
tanza  might  be  informed  that  be  awaited 
her  further  commands. 

*^  The  signon  desired  me  to  say,"  an- 
swered the  man,  ^  should  yoor  exxsellenza 
inquire  for  ber,  that  she  has  no  further 
wish  to  detain  you.** 

**  Is  the  baron  Solanto  returned  T*  ask- 
ed Liuna. 

No,  fflgncM*.** 

What  horseman  just  left  the  cassino?" 

*'  Perhaps  one  of  your  excellenza's  train.'' 

Sigismund  stood  some  time  in  rilent  de- 
liberation with  himself;  tiie  servant  wait- 
ed as  if  to  oonduct  him  out— ^  I  must 
see  the  lady  Costanza  agson." 

^  It  is  impossible,  signor ;  she  is  now 
widi  the  baronesi^  and  desired  me  penemp- 
tority  to  tdl  your  exceUenza  she  had  no 
further  commands.'' 
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With  beaitatiiig  step,  Lima  departed, 
and  inquired  iiripatimtly  if  any  of  hfe  suite 
had  kft  the  cassino  during  his  stay, 

^  Your  exoeilenza  gave  no  such  orders^'* 
said  oneof  the  men.  ^  A  horseman  pasa* 
ed  us  some  time  since,  but  whence  he 
came  I  know  nof 

The  county  in  the  hearing  of  Sohmto's 
attendants,  now  ordered  his  party  to  Bi-* 
yonia. 

The  extnoidii»ry  di«compo8ure  of 
count  Luna,  and  his  conduct  altogether, 
had  exdted  in  Costanza  a  suspicion  of 
some  foul  de^  with  whidi  he  was  at 
leaat  aeqpiainted ;  and  instantly  quitting 
Urn,  she  dispatched  a  trusty  messenger  to 
don  iSacbmoPeroIkH  stating  her  fears  that 
some  a9Dspiracy  was  on  foot  against  her . 
ftther  and  his  family,  and  entmating  big 
anmediate  presence  and  proteetioii,  she 
denred  the  messenger  to  use  his  utmost 
speed,  and  that  noone  might  inform  count 
Luna  of  her  proceedings* 

After  this  she  returned  to  her  mother, 
wiio  was  getting  anxious  and  uneasy  to  a 

M 
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most  painful  degree.  Costanza  felt  unable 
to  excite  hopes  to  which  she  herself  was  a 
stranger,  yet  to  disclose  the  whole  of  her 
fears  she  dared  not  At  length  she  in- 
formed her,  that  she  had  dispatched  a  mes- 
sage to  PeroUo  Castle,  to  inform  the  baron 
Pandolfina  of  her  father's  absence,  and  to 
request  his  presence  and  adyice.  This 
step  met  with  the  decided  approbation  of 
the  baroness,  but  as  it  shewed  the  strength 
of  Costanza's  fears,  contributed  to  increase 
her  own.  She  however  thought  it  too  early 
in  the  evening  to  excite  any  great  alarm. 
Every  passing  sound  caught  the  attention 
of  the  mother  and  daughter.  Costanza  had 
closed  the  lattice,  lest  the  night  air  should 
inconvenience  the  invalid ;  but  she  herself 
wandered  every  mmute  to  the  antux)om, 
to  listen  from  the  balcony.  She  had  dis- 
missed servants  with  torches,  in  various 
directions,  to  search  the  thickets ;  but  one 
by  one  they  returned  as  the  time  wore 
away,  without  any  tidings  of  their  lord. 
She  had  counted  the  time  also  which  it 
might  take  to  bring  PeroUo,  and  thought 


LUNA  AND  PEKOLLO.  187 

he  also  was  delayed  beyond  all  expecta- 
tion* At  length  a  distant  sound  caught 
her  ears ;  she  again  hurried  to  the  balcony, 
and  listened  with  breathless  anxiety.  A 
loud  trampling  of  horses  sounded  from  the 
craggy  road  to  Sciacca — "  It  is  only  don 
Giacomo,''  she  said,  and  a  fearful  weight 
pressed  heavily  on  her  heart  The  party 
approached  with  rapidity,  and  seemed  more 
numerous  than  she  had  expected.  A  few 
minutes  brought  them  to  the  cassino.  Cos- 
tanza  ran  to  meet  them,  and,  with  some- 
thing like  disappointment,  saw  don  Paolo 
Perollo,  attended  by  Gaetano— "  My  fa- 
ther !".  she  exclaimed,  in  a  hurried  tone. 
The  countenances  of  the  gentlemen  exhi- 
Uted  no  cheering  signs  of  intelligence. 

"  I  regret  most  sincerely,  lady,"  said 
don  Paolo,  "  this  distressing  event.  For 
the  ultimate  safety  of  the  baron  Solanto,  I 
trust  you  need  feel  no  alarm ;  but  1  fear 
tiie  machinations  of  our  enemies  and  his 
have  succeeded  in  securing  his  person.  I 
have  directed  a  body  of  our  men  to  search 
every  road  and  passage  in  the  neighbour- 
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bood^  and  to  uae  etery  means  to  diaftovcf 
tidings  of  your  &tlier«  In  the  meantiiDe 
the  safety  of  your  mother  and  yoursdf  can 
only  be  ensured  by  your  immediate  i^ 
moval  to  the  Casa  di  Perdk>;  imperious 
eireumstances  detained  my  Idnsman^  don 
Giacomo,  from  hastening  to  your  assist* 
mice;  but  he  has  sent  signor  FSgnat^ 
and  myself  to  conduct  yoo  thither.  A 
litter  will  arrive  instantly,  and  it  wiU  be 
rigbt  to  lose  no  time  in  apprising  the  hth 
roness  of  the  necessity  of  putting  tiie  plan 
in  execution  instantly*** 

Costanza  stood  for  some  time  speechless 
with  horror  and  astonishment ;  thus  to 
have  her  fears  confirmed,  no  hopes  given, 
and  dangers  still  unknown,  which  made 
all  these  precautions  necessary,  was  more 
than  her  mind  could  comprehend  at  first 
The  idea  of  her  fitther's  ultimate  safety, 
which  don  Paolo  firequently  repeated,  and 
the  necessity  of  supporting  her  mother, 
obliged  her  to  rally  her  spirits,  and  with 
some  composure  she  conducted  the  gen- 
tlemen to  hen 
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PeroOo  endeavonred  to  make  the  aflkir 
as  fight  as  possible  to  the  baroness — ^  Pan- 
dolfina  and  his  friends,*  he  said,  '*  signora, 
hare  no  doubt  of  the  source  from  whence 
your  distiess  arises.  Some  petty  malice 
of  the  countess  Caltabellotta,  Adriano;  or 
some  of  the  partisans  of  Luna,  who  are  bu- 
sily engaged,  we  learn,  in  planning  some 
offensive  operations  against  don  Giacomo, 
has  induced  them  to  decoy  the  baron  So- 
hnto  into  their  society,  to  endeavour  to 
make  him  espouse  their  party ;  they  will 
soon  find  their  weakness  and  error,  and 
release  him.  But  to  counteract  their 
schemes,  we  all  think  it  necessary  that 
your  excellenza  and  the  lady  Costanza 
should  be  conveyed  in  safety  to  the  Casa 
di  Perollo.  I  have  assured  the  signora  di 
Solanto,  and  here  repeat,  that  I  do  not  ap- 
prehend any  personal  danger  to  the  baron ; 
but  during  his  detention,  which  may  be 
prolonged  a  few  days,  you  will  be  more 
secure  from  insult  in  my  kinsman's  castle 
than  here.  Our  suppositions  may  still  be 
wrong,   and  I  have  dispatched  men  in 
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every  direction  to  search  for  your  lord. 
Should  they  be  so  fortunate  as  to  recover 
him,  they  have  orders  to  escort  him  to 
Sciacca ;  and  Pandolfina  has  sent  a  litter 
for  yourself  and  daughter,  to  be  conveyed 
to  his  protection,  should  you  so  please/' 

**  Count  Sigismund  himself  was  here 
this  evening,"  said  Costanza. .  ^*  I  did  not 
wish  to  distress  you,  my  mother,  by  my 
fears,  but  in  a  private  interview  with  him 
after  he  quitted  you,  I  saw  such  signs  of 
confusion  in  his  conduct,  as  excited  my 
suspicions;  other  circumstances,  I  sup- 
pose, don  Paolo,  you  have  heard,**  she 
added,  alluding  to  the  conversation  which 
Marguerita  had  been  witness  to,  but 
which  she  so  trembled  to  reflect  upon, 
that  she  would  not  alarm  her  mother  by 
the  detaiL 

PeroUo  understood  her,  and  replied, 
that  he  had  collected  other  information, 
which  strongly  proved  that  no  fears  were 
to  be  entertained  for  the  safety  of  the  ba- 
ron,  but  that  they  could  gain  nothing  at 
present  to  direct  their  search. 
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The  baroness  was  so  shocked  by  the  in- 
telligenoe,  even  softened  as  it  was  by  the 
care  of  her  friends,  that  she  remained, 
during  this  conversation,  gazing  in  silent 
terror  on  those  around  her,  and  at  last 
fidnted  on  the  bosom  of  her  daughter. 
Their  exertions  restored  her  in  a  short 
time  to  animation,  but  it  was  only  by  her 
looks  she  could  assent  to  the  wishes  of  the 
party  for  her  removal. 

.  The  ladies  and  their  female  attendants 
were  immediately  conducted  by  PeroUo 
from  the  cassino,  and  escorted  by  a  nume- 
rous body  of  well-armed  men,  whom  don 
Oiacomo  had  sent 

The  party  set  but  for  the  Casa  di  Pe- 
rbllo,  leaving  the  male  domestics  in  the 
house,  with  strict  orders  to  forward  any 
information  which  could  be  gained,  with- 
out loss  of  time,  to  the  baron  Pandolfina. 

They  arrived  at  the  castle  gate  without 
the  walls,  which  was  immediately  opened, 
and  both  don  Giacomo  and  the  baronesis 
were  waiting  to  receive  their  unhappy 
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guests,  with  every  attentioa  which  cipcnm- 
jitances  would  allow. 

The  wife  of  Solanto  was^  however,  near- 
ly ia  a  fitate  of  insensihility^  and  appear- 
ed scarcely  to  perceive  the  kindness  of 
her  friends.  She  was  immediately  earned 
to  a  private  apartment,  and  Jier  hostess 
then  begged  Costanza  to  leave  bet  Jwother. 
jQx*  a  short  time  to  her  carev  whilst  she  in^ 
formed  don  Giacomo  of  every  particular 
she  had  been  able  to  make  outrelatlTe  to 
this  unfortunate  afi^.  The  conversation 
she  had  heard  in  the  groves  the  circmop 
stances  of  her  interview  with  don  3igis» 
mund,  and  the  vague  thceats  of  the  CQiun« 
tess  CaltabeUotta»  were  the  only  grounds 
fix*  suspicion  she  could  furnish;  buit  l^mr 
doUina  appeared  to  have  other  corrolxv 
rating  circumstances^  which  weighed  upon 
his  mind»  to  fix  the  absence  of  her  &tbtf 
on  some  of  the  Luna  party — '^  I  am»  bow- 
ever/'  he  added,  ''  decidedly  of  don  Pao- 
lo's Gpinion^  that  there  is  joo  danger  o( 
their  oflGering  any  violence  to  their  pri- 


lATHA  AND  FEBOLLO.  14S 

•oner;  «nd  I  have  no  doubt  but  a  rerj 
ftw  days  at  furthest  will  enable  me  to 
discover  more,  and  to  effect  the  release  of 
Hie  baran,  for  which  purpose  I  will  exert 
every  means  that  can  be  devised;  and 
should  there  be  any  psrticular  line  of  pro- 
ceeding idiieh  will  rdieve  the  anxiety  of 
your  mother  and  yourself,  more  than  the 
eourse  I  intend  to  pursue,  I  will,  with  rea- 
dfeiess  and  pleasure,  Bdopt  it'* 

An  appeal  to  tlie  feelings  of  count  Luna 
Coetanaa £^  would  be  in  vtain,  and  tooaH 
fbt  die  aid  of  the  viceroy  would  take  too 
raueii  time ;  yet  still  she  willed  that  both 
these  measures  should  be  resorted  to  <&* 
reotty. 

*  I  wi&  instantly  dispatch  a  courier  to 
Ademo,^  replied  Fandolfina ;  '^  but  by 
sapressing  our  decided  suspicion  of  Luna, 
wesbdl  put  him  on  his  guard  against  our 
more  private  inquiries :  still  it  shall  be  as 
yon  wis^,  ngnora.* 

Cbstanm  left  the  whote  affidr  in  the 
hands  ef  her  friends,  assuring  them  that 
AMeKedmost  confidently  cmtibieir  zeal  and 
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wisdom  in  the  cause,  and  then  returned  to 
her  mother,  who  was  in  a  slight  degree  re- 
covered^ the  judicious  conversation  of  hier 
friend  having  revived  her  hopes,  and  some- 
what  cheered  her  spirits. 

Tediously  the  hours  of  night  wore  away, 
and  morning  brought  no  intelligence  of 
the  baron. 

During  the  scene  of  distress  which  /the 
preceding  evening  had  witnessed,  Fede- 
rico  PeroUo  had  not  been  an  uninte- 
rested spectator ;  he  had  earnestly  entreat* 
ed  to  be  one  of  the  party  to  the  casaino^ 
or  at  least  to  be  permitted  to  go  in  seardi 
of  Solanto,  and  it  was  only  the  representa^'^ 
tions  of  his  mother  which  restrained  him. 
She  anxiously  pointed  out  the  improprie- 
ty of  his  interfering,  after  the  jealousy  of 
don  Sigismund  had  been  so  publicly  shewn 
towards  him  — "  The  assertions  of  the 
countess  had  -attempted  to  accuse  Costaflw 
and  himself  of  dishonourable  proceedings, 
and  the  baroness  Solanto  had  remonstrated 
against  a^iy  particular  attentions.  For  the 
sake  of  the  signora  di  Solanto  you  ought 
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not  to  take  any  part  in  the  proceedings,  my 
son ;  all  that  can  be  done  will  be  effected 
by  your  fatiier,  don  Paolo,  and  Pignatelli ; 
and  as  your  exertions  could  not  be  of  sig- 
joal  benefit,  the  characters,  both  of  the  lady 
and  yourself,  require  you  to  avoid  any 
public  display  of  the  interest  you  take  in 
her  and  her  family." 

Unwillingly  Federico  consented;  and 
though  he  deplored  the  sufferings  of  the 
mother  and  daughter,  yet  he  could  not 
avoid  contemplating,  with  no  little  satis- 
fiiction,  the  circumstance  of  their  being 
inmates  in  his  father's  house,  and  the  cer- 
tainty of  Costanza's  engagements  with 
count  Luna  being,  from  henceforth,  en- 
tirely at  an  end. 

During  the  whole  of  the  day  on  which 
the  destined  expedition  was  to  leave  Bi- 
xomsL,  the  Castle  of  don  Sigismund  was  a 
scene  of  bustle  and  confusion  ;  the  count 
himself,  with  all  the  principal  leaders,  were 
to  be  of  the  party  to  Sciacca,  and  had  se- 
lected an  hundred  of  their  most  daring  fol- 
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lowers.  AdiiaiK)  was  notr  returned^  bot 
was  expected  t  to  join  them  isooti'  after  thra? 
Clival  in  the  city.  It  was  arranged^  tbati 
Sigismund  should  go.  (xveae-  esafy  in  the' 
evening,  and  that  Aoeum  d'A2natQ>shoiddi 
remain  to  superintend*  the  coMveyairce  ofl 
the  troopsk 

The  count  departed  in  the  afternoon,, 
with  only  the  small  train  of  his-  usual)  do- 
mestics, and  after  a  short  intcryiew  with, 
bis  mother,  on  arriving  at  Luna  Catde^ 
rode  down  to  the  Solan  to  oassino^ .  giviog 
it  out  as  his  intention,  to  return  to  Bm»^* 
nia  for  some  time  longer.  After  hia-  di84. 
missal,  therefore,  by  Costanza^  he  had  givsDi 
directions  to  his  followers  to  take  tUe  read/ 
thither ;  but  as  soon  as  he  had  got  a  short 
distance^,  he:  turned^  his  horscv.  audi  rade 
back  to  the  cit^  with  his  party; 

Three  hours^  after  sunset  the  enesnies  ofi 
Perollo  started*  on  their  murderous*  exsjpe^ 
dition,  in  small  companies  of  fbur  or  six: 
each,  and  at  short  intervals  g£  time,  being: 
strictly  enjoined  tto  avoid  the  principal  roaAl 
as  much  as  possible,  and  to  proceed  with 
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aH  die  silence  and-  seerecy  Jttey  oaold. 
Fietro  Infontanetta  himself  went  widi  the 
first  pttrty^  to  guide  them  to  the  window 
in:  liis  house  by  which  thej  were  to  effeet 
tfacir  unobserved  entrance  into  the  city. 

The  night  was  dark,  mid  vdled  their' 
purpose  to  the  utmost  of  their  wishes;  the. 
firsts  party^  without  meeting'with  any  in* 
cident  or  interruption,  reached  the  walls  c/t 
Sciacca,  and  skirted  the  city  at  some  shoM' 
diatanoe,  till  they  arrived  opposite  the  Castf ' 
d'lniiintanettay  as  any  thing  like  pvepara^^ 
tkm  might  have  excited  suspicion.    The* 
party  were  obliged  to  break  away  the  h&ts 
oil  ibe  window,  and  remove  some  of  the 
8tofi6*work,  before  they  could  effect  their 
entianee.    This,  however,  was^  done  witb- 
out  creating  any  alarm^  and .  they>  gainedt 
the  interior  unperceived  by  any  but  the 
members  of  die  conspiracy,  and  immedi^ 
ately  proceeded  to  Luna  Castle,  to  ^  aw»fc^ 
the  coming  of  their  companions.    Fftrty 
after  parly  ccmtioued  to  arrive  dunBg.tte'i 
part  of  the  night 

.  .     ■     1  . 
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One  of  the  companies,  under  Calogero 
Calandrinc^  in  proceeding  along  the  walls 
of  the  city^  perceived  at  some  distance  ra^ 
ther  a  numerous  band  of  persons  with 
torches  surrounding  a  litter ;  and  imme- 
diately  ordiering  his  companions  to  conceal 
themselves,  he  approached  the  travellers^ 
as  nearly  ds  be  could,  wdthoat  being  perr  . 
ceived,  and  watdhed  them  till  he  saw  them 
enter  the  private  gate  of  the  Casa  di  Pe-- 
rollo./  With  this  intelligence  he  hastened 
on  to  the  place  of  his  destination,  to  in- 
form his  chieftain  of  the  circumstance  to 
which  he  had  been  witness. 

The  succeeding  parties  were  longer  in 
arriving,  having  been  obliged  to  conceal 
themselves,  for  some  time,  from  the  search 
of  a  band  of  horsemen,  who  had  scoured 
the  road  to  Caltabellotta  and  Bivonia,  be- 
ing some  of  those  sent  by  don  Paolo  in 
seandi  of  Solanto* 

**  They  are  evidently  spies  of  the  Pe- 
roUo, .  and  will  doubtless  fall  in  with  some 
of  our  companions,"  said  Marco  Luchese 
to  Infontanetta,  on  his  arrival. 
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*^-  No  matter,"  replied  don  Pietro, "  they 
can  haye  no  cause  to  suspect  unarmed  men 
proceeding  in  such  small  companies.  Ma- 
ny <^our  troops  are  already  come,  and  some 
will  doubtless  pass  unseen,  in  the  dark- 
ness of  night,  as  you  have  done." 

With  some  of  the  succeeding  bands,  the 
scouts  in  search  of  the  baron  met;  but 
baying  questioned  them  on  the  persons 
who  had  passed  them  on  the  road,  and 
hearing  no  tidings  of  Solanto,  diey  had 
not  proceeded,  but  diverged  into  more  un- 
frequented, paths,  in  other  directions,  by 
which  the  greater  number  bf  the  partisans 
of  Xfuna  gained  the  city  unperceived. 

The  informaticm  of  Calandiino  seemed 
to  have  great  effect  upon  Luna ;  he  in- 
quired anxiously  and  repeatedly  if  he 
could  tell  him  who  was  in  the  litter,  orfrom 
whence  it  came. 

*^  It  appeared  to  have  come  from  the 
baths,**  said  Calog^ro,  **  and  might  perhaps 
be  Giacomo's  wife  returning  from  a  visit 
to  the  Solanto  family." 
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llieoonducfctbf  Gci6tanza,.)dttiing^^^  in- 
tarview  with  -hw,  in  (tfae>eii«iiiog»  fatd  m- 
tonished  and  perplexed  the  count:;  sod 
the  detail,  of  Calanddtto  awrakened  Jus 
fisars,  lest  she.should,  l^an  immediate  ap- 
plication to  {PevoUo^  isfaew  ther  diuiqMi- 
dcDce  of ihimsdf  mid  lus  inends. 

The  horaamen  isenft  out  ^bjr  doniPaofe 
proved  that  Pandolfina  dmd  rhw^  igiprifled 
<tf  the  :absence.  lof  (the' baron,  mnd  waaioK- 
crtin^g  himself  1 1^  recover;  Iiiin« 

It^wasiktenhnftareiAacacti  i£Anuito:«r- 
^ved,  joid  Jlidnttui  did  ndt  mAjB  Ms  tap- 
penanoe  tin  the  ^uoeeeding  da^.  it  dud 
been  ideternined  ^hy  ihe  fea^  in  Xuna 
iQaslie  to  oiamislf  as  oat efii%  '^m  possible, 
the  idrcumstanoeqdf  tb^:bdiig  anmaEles  KDf 
theicity,  ^^nd  tobe^in  aiiibui»h  tsU  thetn^- 
otnent  >of -ex)dcuting  their  project  of 'revenge 
against  don  Giacomo.  The  count  -was 
itfaevefore  prevented  from  making  inquiries 
ioperson  at  theoassino,  relative  to  tbe p»0- 
oaedii^'iif  &ilanto'8ifamil}r^,  jbutttiiemes- 
tic  was  dispatched,  early  in  the  morning, 
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in  thenaive^of  tii£  couatess  Xlldltabeliotta, 
toijaqwi^af  the'baron  was  returned,  and 
to  1  well  Jiow  *the  ^ladies  were  employed. 

QThe  answer  his  messenger  brought  back 
emfinned  the  wwst  fears  the  count  had 
mtertained.  He  was  thunder^Etricken  at 
^/inteU^nee  tiiat  the  ladies  had  taken 
upltbeir  abode  at  the  Casadi  Perollo, -with- 
out any  mention  of  returning  during  the 
Diygterious  absence  of  the  'harem. 

JM&BL  fiardia'was  'summoned  ^o  a>pri- 
wAeJuteraew,  as  Bigismund^didnot  wb^ 
immediately tto  ^publidh  the  ^tiSair  among!!it 
his  friends,  and  to  expose  4iis  chagrin  "and 
diaiq^pointmeBt. 

Accursi  >found  the  eount  in /a  state  of 
fury  bordering  on  ilesperation^-*-^  'Cfaese 
fiends ;  have  ;at  ieiigth  suooeeded,"  'be  oried, 
^ antvofabing  me  of ftheiressuve I'had^hoped 
was  moiw  my  <  ewn !  >the  ^fe  'wid  daughter 
of  >8oiflntoiane  vrnmatsa  lof  Ferollo  Castle, 
and  that  insidious  young  traitor,  the  -mm 
offfiiaocmo,  wilioiow  espeusei^e  pG^ted 
bride  «filama,4uid  laugh  «itiiiiB  tfdly  and 
ddwion  ifk  letting  <he  prize 'escapeimn;^ 
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"  Probably,  signor,*  said  D*Amato. 

^*  And  this  then  is  to  be  the  end  of  all 
our  stratagems !  all  my  exertions  are  to 
come  at  length  to  this!  Curse  on  the 
folly  that  made  me  listen  to  Adriano  and 
his  schemes  >  myself  to  be  the  cause  of  all 
this  mischief — to  be  defeated  by  the  per- 
verseness  of  a  girl,  and  made  the  tool  cS 
Pandolfina !'' 

**  Adriano,"  said  Delia  Bardia,  coolly, 
^  was  the  adviser,  and  ought  to  bear  the 
blame  of  a  defeat,  which  his  mighty  wisd<»n 
surely  could  have  foreseen,  and  ought  to 
have  guarded  against." 

"  I  sent  not  for  you,  signor,'*  said  Luna, 
"  to  discover  where  the  blame  of  our  fail- 
ure should  fall,  but  to  find  a  remedy.** 

**  Patience !"  said  Accursi,  with  a  shrug. 

*'  My  blood  is  too  hot  to  bear  thes^e 
taunts,  signor ;  nor  did  I  expect  my  feel- 
ings to  be  thus  outraged  by  your  indiffer- 


ence." 


*^  I  am  called  on,"  answered  Delia  Bar* 
dia,  **  to  remedy  an  evil  brought  on  by 
the  folly  of  another,  when  nothing  but  pa- 
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timice  remains ;  had  I  been  consulted  ear- 
lier in  this  affair,  the  present  dilemma 
would  not  have  occurred." 

^'  Indeed  !"  interrupted  Sigismund ; 
•*  and  how  could  it  have  been  prevented  ?•* 

**  When  Accursi  d'Amato,  signer,  has 
the  game  within  his  toils,  he  is  Hot  wont 
to  let  it  thus  escape  him.  You  had  So- 
lanto  and  his  family  within  your  walls, 
surrounded  by  your  friends  and  piurtisans ; 
force  should  have  completed  their  engage- 
ments; and  when  again  these  females  were 
deprived  of  their  natural  guardian,  why 
did  you  not  forestall  Ferollo,  and  s^d  the 
unprotected  ladies  hither?" 

^  I  want  not  to  be  informed  as  to  what 
might  have  been  done,"  said  Luna,  impa- 
tiently, and  unwilling  to  accuse  himsdf  in 
the  affair,  **  but  what  there  now  remains 
to  do,  to  prevent  the  probable  effect  of 
these  ladies  seeking  an  asylum  with  Fe- 
rollo." 

**  Had  we  all  our  forces  here,  it  might 
be  possible  to  surprise  the  castle,  and  effect 

H  S 
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-anreMEfe  by  ^DTtse.;  bult  ihe^fiBiaiimanto: 
<ifroiiritaeftinfdi0s  *Uis  xmpiac&dhleL*' 

Adriano  entefiefl^tlie  apaGrtm^ntraSiDeUa 
iBardiawjis%p0dcmg>~^^  CongratuUte'to^ 
iftgB(k;''ifaeisaid^"'  ^  the  IfuU  mdcen  df 
any  .mndntaldl^^  may  rthe  fsanse  Ibrtune 
icrawncfilHbe  enteepnses  (of  the  (bouse  itf 

'**  ^atite  Mariia  prevent  <yoiir  praj^n, 
'PmlltXl^!T  mii  ^Amtifsi. 

WihiletiiliiiEivowTied  in  anger,  tthe'fca- 
^conladked  to^dtSi  lin  wonder  fioranaeiipla- 
uxtion. 

^'''IHfe  4ady'jCo9tan2a  andifaer  lAOthepare 
fled  to  Perollo  fbr  protection,^'  said  ®^Aiimi- 
Tto,  ^ith'a  i&neep ;  •*  and  if  *you  «Kert  your 
wonted. sagacity,  signor,  you  mi^tpeHiBps 
rbe^nifitbyedto  draw'up  the  marriageaar- 
^des'^of  iFederieo  and^Coiltanza.'' 

Adfiano  looked  to  Sigismund  in  dismay 
and  xionfusion.*— ^^  It  is  '^ven  so,  bawn 
Adriano ;  a  proper  subject  for  congratula- 
tion, think  you,  this  termin^ltron  of  your 
•manoeuvring  ?  no  doubt  you  ^U  <easily 
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devise  a 'remedy  to  counteract  the  mischief 
^hich*is  done.** 

**  A  little  more  caution,*'  said  Accursi, 
**  may  perhaps  'be  necessary,  to  avoid  ex- 
pediting the  nuptials,  for  which  this  flight 
of  the  ladies  will  be  so  fair  a  pretext/* 

**  Barone  della  Bardia,**  replied  Adri- 
ano,  **  if  I  have  failed,  it  has  not  been 
through  want  of  devotion  to  my  kinsman's 
cause ;  nor  shall  my  future  exertions  be 
-wanting  to  repair  any  errors  I  may  have 
committed ;  but  I  do  not  see  the  present 
motives  for  condemning  the  plan  I  advised 
count  Sigismund  to  follow." 

**  Peralta  will,  without  a  question,  make 
his  own  cause  good,  signor,**  said  Accursi ; 
^  and  having  now  so  able  and  so  fortunate 
a  counsellor,  my  services,  I  trust,  may  be 
dispensed  with." 

**  I  should  rather,*'  answered  Adriano, 
"  avail  myself  of  any  assistance  your  ad- 
!vice  can  give,  signor,  though  perhaps  it 
may  not  be  delivered  with  all  the  consi- 
derati(m  towards  my  feelings  which  I  could 
;  yet  I  am  not  so  lukewarm  tin  the 
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service  of  count  Luna»  as  to  risk  the  in- 
jury of  his  interest  from  any  personal  feel- 
ings, and  shall  act  with  more  confid^ice,  if 
you  will  give  your  opinion  on  the  proceed- 
ings I  may  think  proper  to  advise  at  the 
present  juncture.** 

"  In  professions  or  devices,"  replied  Ac- 
cursi,  "  the  baron  Adriano  will  never  be 
found  wanting ;  but  the  wisdom  of  his 
schemes  may  require  some  deliberation." 

"  Which  is  just  what  I  require  you, 
signor,  to  bestow  upon  them.  I  have  no 
doubt,"  he  continued,  "  that  your  anxiety, 
count  Luna,  at  the  conduct  of  the  wife  and 
daughter  of  Solanto,  will  be  needless." 

**  I  should  be  happy  to  find  it  so,"  said 
.  Luna ;  "  but,  with  the  full  conviction  of 
the  love  this  son  of  Pandolfina  entertains 
for  the  signora  di  Solanto,  the  opportuni- 
ties their  present  intercourse  will  give  him 
to  press  his  suit,  the  arguments  he  may 
draw,  and  the  suspicions  he  may  excite, 
respecting  my  conduct,  I  must  confess 
that  no  little  sophistry  is  wanting  to  make 
me  r^ard  the  present  situation  of  affairs 
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with  composure,  or  any  hope,  of  future  be- 
nefit from  our  exertions.'' 

^  During  the  absence  of  her  father,  and 
under  such  circumstances,  it  is  not  prob- 
able that  the  lady  Costanza  will  contract 
an  engagement  of  so  important  a  nature,  as 
that  of  betrothing  herself  to  the  son  of  Fe- 
roUo,  or  even  that  she  will  accept  his  of- 
fers of  affection.  Her  anxiety  and  grief 
will  fully  occupy  her  for  a  time,  and  give 
us  an  opportunity  to  perfect  our  schemes. 
By  the  success  of  our  great  design  against 
her  present  protector,  we  may  hope  to  cut 
off  at  least  one  object  of  alarm.  And  why 
may  not  this  dreaded  Federico  be  one  of 
our  earliest  victims?  if  our  swords  are 
charged  with  the  fate  of  Fandolfina  and  his 
house,  a  few  days  will  probably  deliver 
you  from  all  these  jealous  fears.  Deprived 
of  don  Giacomo,  his  party  will  not  dare 
to  make  head  against  the  power  of  your 
excellenza,  and  the  just  claims  your  en- 
gagement with  Solanto  furnish  wiU  be  ir- 
resistible to  a  dispirited  fection ;  or,  should 
ouir  intended  vengeance,  by  any  unfcMre- 
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•wen  ievent,  be  delayed  or  'counteraetefl, 
the  ladies  may  be  decoyed  by  -dtratagem 
(from  their  asylum,  or 'terrified  V  threats 
irom  mfknown  quarters,  'whidi,  in  Hhenr 
jpiesetit  stAise  of  dotibt  and  anxiety,  must 
"wei^  upon ^the  minds  of  week  fmd.fimM 
-femateET." 

"  Your  advice  is  spedous,  as  it  gene- 
rt%  is,  «ignor;"  said  Delk  'BarOia ;  "  but 
remember  that  you  have  Perollo  to  deril 
•with,  «s  WiSll  as  *these  wedk  femdles,  who 
have  shewn  'no  'want  of  resolution  in  the 
decided  -step  <hey  have  thus  'promptly  ta- 
ken :  if  we  succeed  in  fulfilling  our  revenge 
'Upon  Perollo,  still,  unless  all  the  race. can 
be  exterminated,  these  ladies  will  find  ad- 
'visers  and  defenders  to  prote(it'them:fin>m 
y our  ^vidlence  or  deceit,  and  will  probably 
'apply  to  the  reigning  powers,  with  whom 
we  know,  by  fatal  experience,  the  influ- 
^ence  of  Perollo;  and  this  Solanto  also 
was  too  highly  in 'fevour  at  the  imperial 
eomt,  <to  suffer  'his  disappearance  to  pass 
unquestibned,  or  his  wife  and  child  to  be 
left  ddeneeless.    X  am  ^tiU  fbr  opeti  force ; 
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had  we  all  our  troops  within  the  city,  they 
might  be  cantoned  amongst  our  friends, 
and  the  castle  be  surprised." 

'^  Let  us  finit  fcfllow^tip  our  plans  against 
don  Giacomo,"  said  Adriaho,  **  and  then 
your  scheme,  signor,  will  be  feasible 
enoiigh>;  at  .present,  there  can  the  no  cause 
for  alarm  with  regard  to  the  lady  Costan- 
za;  and,  before  she  can  have  recovered 
ficom  the  shock  of  her  recent  loss,  we  shall 
be  enabled  to  follow  up  our  blow,  and  to 
'depri^  ^herof ^her  pesent  protector*--^ 
"dfdlyet  ^  ^weH,  count  liUna  "paramourlt 
iin  Sc&ueca,  'anid  Xlostanza  'di  Solailto,  'His 
KflSatieieed^de,'re[»toFed  in  trium^  toliis 
annsr 

'SIgtomiffid  .listened  to  4ik  ttdvisers  "wH h 

-Mtne  (X>ffl|^lae6ncy,'iaiid  ^WHs^socnn  penoald- 

•^iijto'itom^hing^like  etrmposure^  unQ^ 

•give  tip  liis  thoughts  ^to  ^ttie  condwwtt  '6f 

their  main- diesign.    Tlieamieflhand^weWB 

bep^  «vrith  the  ^utmost  privacy  ^within  the 

»ca#tib,  ^rnid  ^ies  plwed  inievepy^posdil^ 

diredi0n,n;o  wAtiih'theiindtioiiB  df  PevdUo 

4aid  tiie  inmtld90ff  hk  ^^. 
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CHAPTEE  V. 


i»*»»»#^ 


Twill  vex  thy  soul  to  hear  what  I  shall  epeak ; 

For  I  mast  talk  of  morders, 

Acts  of  black  night,  abomioable  deeds, 

Complots  of  mischief,  treason,  yillainies, 

Ruthful  to  hear.  Hftfs  Andron%cu%, 

Th£  proceedings  of  count  Luna  and  his 
friends  had  not  been  so  secret  as  to  escape 
the  knowledge  of  Fandolfina,  who  had 
been  apprised  of  their  assemblage  and  ex- 
pedition to  Sciacca ;  and  not  wishing  to 
disturb  the  public  peace  by  any  broils  or 
tumult,  he  determined  to  remain  a  volun- 
tary prisoner  within  tlie  walls  of  his  castle, 
and  to  keep  his  party  also  from  any  en- 
counter with  the  opposite  faction. 

The  inquiries  after  Solanto  had  been 
pursued  by  his  emissaries  with  unabated 
zeal,  and  a  courier  had  been  dispatched  to 
the  viceroy  with  the  information  of  the 
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baron's  sudden  disappearance.  But  no 
due  had  yet  been  discovered  which  might 
explain  the  affair,  or  tranquillize  the  ago- 
nized feelings  of  the  family.  The  baroness 
still  continued  in  a  state  of  hopeless  des- 
pondency, and  Costanza  was  herself  too 
deeply  distressed  to  be  able  to  offer  much 
comfort  to  her  mother. 

Don  Giacomo  had  sent  a  messenger  in 
their  name  to  Bivonia^  to  inform  count 
Luna  of  the  dangerous  state  into  which 
the  baroness  had  been  thrown,  and  exhort- 
ing him,  by  every  tie  of  friendship  and 
compassion,  to  assist  them. 
:  After  some  delay,  a  reply  was  sent^  re- 
questing the  ladies  to  return  to  their  cassl- 
no,  and  assuring  them,  that  every  exer- 
tion would  tihen  be.  made  by  the  house  of 
Luna,  and  that  they  should  not  despidr  of 
being  successful ;  intimating,  that  while 
they  remained  in  their  present  abode,  count 
Luna  could  not  communicate  with  them, 
and  that  his  exertions  therefore  would  be 

ofnoavail. 
The  ccmduct  of  Federico  Perollo  during 
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tUs  time  was  guarded  on  Idie  >eBtreafie>;  it 
is  true,  lie  seldom  "saw  the  kdjr  CmtuuB, 
whose  hours  were  pnncipalty  passed  wydi 
her  motha:  and  tke  baroness  iVmdotfiM 
(their  kind  liostess  nquittmg  her  wahapfif 
friend  ^hs  rardy  as  ipossifole):;  yet,  when 
they  did  (meet,  he  Jkept  the  strictest  wscbA 
over  every  word  and  Betium,  tknt  ni>thiiig 
imght  escape  him  joffaisive  ito  ^he'dc^iOEite 
situation  jn  which  ishe  was  ^^plaoed,  'or 
whic^  might  he  constmed  tinto  any  thing 
\jke  f taking  jd^rantageiaf  theaneknidioly 
e^ont  ywhi^  had  driven  her  )for:  refiij^  h^ 
neath  his  father's  loof. 

^oraomedays  aU  the  Pesrollo(pair(y.con- 
fiaiad  "(hemaelv^s  ^to  <the  castle,  :aiad  js^em 
tbe4epeBdants  of  the  femily  waie  aUbwed 
to  be  jas  (litde  as  possible  within  'the  city; 
but  the  sigQoca  di  Solanto,  wisfadi^  to  have 
some'of  ;tfaeir  property  removed  from  the 
GaasinQ,*dQiifGiaeomo  was  induced  tosend 
tvmlvie(men,  imder  thedirection  of  twoialT 
his  fiuronrite  iilBSoers,  ilntonio  Margievi 
and  Francisco  Scanzarella,  to  convey  it  rto 
theoaatle. 


fComt  liQim  .Mid  iiis  'partiafidis  ^mpMi- 
^nlfy  ;iitf«Eited  the  'time  mhen  VwMo 
sboiildisMe)fitmi4ii6  GBstle;  but,  day  after 
^tajr,  thejrweredisappointedin  their  witches. 
Vhe  gates  of  *the  Casa  di  Kerollo  were 
^(floaed,  and -all  wa^  qiikt  within  ^  the  waHs. 
®rai  Sigismund  was  «neng  'fhe  most  anx- 
WI18  of  ihis  party;  he  could  learn  no  tidings 
^flonna  Cortanaa,  and  >aU  the  alignments 
of  Adriano,  to  tranquillize  his  niindon  the 
tttl9Mfc*i$f  ^edeiKeo  IPeixdlo,  ^weve  fruitless: 
flk  jedtMa  tfeney'had  piotuved  >them  as 
^dnadj  mamed,  and  lanj^ikig  at  iiis  Ml- 
•WMtaottd  i^kM,  jcvineh 'bad  liastenttd  the 
ev^^Qt,  and  congvatidating  tliemMkEes  iOn 
tke JBBCuses  fAef  qpodgbt  ^derive  from  fcls  ill- 
*govam0d4»ei]aper/anAe|^<imitoiward«^^ 
4t»bflid'  oomsiotied*  >ikt  times  4ie was  «Mr- 
igr  UmtpteA  to  lU#ten  nx)  iJbe  furious  «ag- 
j^astions  «f  O^a 'B£a:diiEi,  toHninMMn  ^e 
"reoMKitidisr  ^  his  ^^fi^niees  Irom  Bi vonlia,  BasA 
^dosBauit  in  ^c^i^i ^watfafe  fthe  ^towers  lof 
Itts  ^eneniies ;  Vhe  ^entreaties  ef  Adnano, 
and  the^d^t^mined' resistance  of  ^manifiof 
%enfiiofe>{mdent  of  ^bispnMrf,  aOione^ne- 
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vented  him  from  giving  way  to  his  vio* 
lenoe  and  impetuosity,  and  risking  all  on 
the  hazard  of  this  hopeless  scheme.-p*-*'  It 
was  impossible,"  they  sdd,  **  that  Petollo 
should  long  continue  in  his  present  state 
of  sedusi(Hi,  but  that  he  must  soon  afford 
them  the  opportunity  they  wished  for;"  and 
several  refused  to  join  in  any  attempt  which 
must  end  in  defeat,  as  such  an  open  attack 
was  sure  to  do. 

During  the  time  they  thus  remained  in- 
active,  the  count  had  made  inquiriect  of  his 
mother,  as  to  the  truiih  of  the  statement 
which  Accursi  d'Amato  had  given  him  of 
the  existence  of  his  sister. 

The  countess  had  expected  the  conver- 
sation, and  prepared  herself  to  meet  the 
questions  of .  her  son  upon  the  subject 
Whatever  were  the  faults  of  count  Si- 
gismund,  and  they  were  manifold  and 
grievous,  want  of  respect  and  affection  to 
his  sole  remaining  parent  was  not  one  of 
them ;  the  defects  in  his  own  temper 
made  him  look  with  indulgence  on  his 
mother's  violence  and  ill-humour;  and  her 
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ardent  afiection  for  him,  which  she  had 
shewn  on  all  occasions,  and  at  all  hazards 
and  sacrifices,  would  easily  have  oblite- 
rated the  remembrance  of  weightier  sins 
than  any  he  suspected  her  of  committing. 

With  feelings,  therefore,  of  reluctance, 
he  prepared  for  the  unpleasant  task  of 
gearching  into  this  secret  and  equivocal 
aSair.  He  opened  the  subject  with  every 
possible  expression  of  delicacy  towards  her, 
and  of  his  perfect  confidence  in  the  recti- 
tude of  her  intentions,  thus  giving  her 
time  to  collect  her  thoughts  to  meet  the 
investigation',  and  having  briefly  stated 
the  circumstances  of  Delia  Bardia's  infor- 
mation, he  requested  her  to  confirm  or 
deny  it. 

**.However  injuriously  I  may  have  been 
treated  by  Accursi,"  she  said,  "  it  never 
was  my  intention  to  have  kept  you  much 
longer  in  ignorance,  my  son,  of  the  exist- 
ence of  your  sister,  for  such  is  Francisca 
di  Lmia ;  he  has  betrayed  the  secret  soon- 
er than  I  intended  it  should  be  known, 
and  related  the  circumstances  in  a  way. 
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pedbaps^.  tot  make  youi  judger  wn&iiQunfefy 
oimy^  eonducl  in.  thb  affaifii;.  but  I.tvuakJ. 
catt  exf^lam  <  the-  whole !  to.  your  a»^6ftietidli|, 
a»d  vindk&to  m^lf*  iiiiydup  eyes,  aHtofi^ 
from  any  asf^eraioim  he  may'  havereatti  ufmi 

SigiamundprofBuediMs  p8r&efr.»liaiioir 
upon  her»  but  assured  ber  tint  Acmni 
had. given  no  detail  of  events^  ithicbi  iSit 
confessed  he  felt  deeply  inteMsted- to  be  Ib*- 
formed  upon. 

<^  You  murt.  itnell  remembeiv  my  soMi/ 
sh6  said^*V  the  period )q£  Franoiscmt's  birth*-*- 
an  event  prematurely  bnought  on;  by  the 
death  of  yoiur  father,  firomi  which*  hef^  in*  ^ 
&ncy  was-  rendered  so  weak-  and  aieldjiSf 
that  she  appeared,  from  the  first,  as^if  de^ 
voted  tothe  grava     In  this  eKts^mily  I 
(rashly  perhaps). vowed,  should  her  ttfe.far! 
spared,  to.  dedicate  her  to  the  shrine  o£' 
Sante<:!aterina,.and.firom  that  moment  hen: 
stnength:   and.  health  rapidly '  unprov^edL^ 
Fearful  lesfe  any  purpose  should  be!  frns* 
tmtedhy  the* cppesitibn  of  my  fitmiljt;  l 
instantly  eonv^rad  my  diiUi  W  Ito  txiBM 


vcBfi^  and,  by  tbead  of  rdomestic;  eamei^ 
fter  deefHp  to  be  generaUy  believed!    Itv  tbe^ 
iMaotuHe,^  Fmniaiica  grMiually  improvedi 
under  the  care 'of:  the  superiar,  6neoftxiy^ 
euliest  friends,  with:  whom  she  has  been, 
untill  the  prosent  act  of  Dolla  Bardia  n^ 
nsvediher  from  her  convent;    The  wilt-of^ 
ll^wifredl  Peralta,  which  divided  his  im<^ 
iflcnse'  wealth'  in  equal   shares  between 
ymir  fttther^s  heirs^  indueed  me  to' conceal^ 
Hdtb*  the  greatest  stridtness,  the  existence 
of' any  ckdmant!  except  yourself^  not  wish-^ 
mg  to  enrich  tile  cdirrent  with  the  spoiL^ 
of  my  dnld'ir  hiheriflinfeev  or  to  diminish 
the^gHEUidenrof  the  house  of  Luna,  by 
divcnting  its  property  into  other  channel^: 
B^<wfaat  means^  Acimrsi  made  himself  mas^ 
ter  of  the  secret,  I  -know  not ;  but  havitag' 
dotte  ao^  he  never  ceased  from  importun- 
ing^ me' opolv  the*  sulgeet,  threatening  to* 
dladose  the  purpcVrt  of  P^ralta's  will,  and^ 
to^Miidithe  portion  of  Frandsca  from  her^ 
finily.    The  i^trong  dislike  I  felt  to  me^' 
tii*»odiuixi  w4]ieh'  this  disclosure  must  htif¥i& 
butaglil  upM^  our  Honse,  tempted' me"  ler^ 
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listen  to  bis  proposals,  to  break  my  cc 
lution,  and  to  change  the  destinaticAi 
my  child;  but  Delia  Bardia  has  huit 
on  beyond  the  limits  I  had  conceded ;  i 
without  waiting  for  the  approbation  off 
member  of  her  family,  has  possessed  hi 
self  of  the  hand  of  Frandsca.  It  is  n 
too  late  to  remedy  this  evil,  and  will 
useless  to  expose  the  private  transacts 
of  our  house ;  therefore,  as  Aceursi 
given  me  his  word  to  keep  the  secret 
Solanto's  daughter  is  secured,  we  m 
compromise  the  matter  with  him." 

This  detail  was  &t  from  satisfactory,ei 
to  count  Luna,  who  observed,  that  it  i 
something  unlike  the  usual  spirit  of  his  i 
ther  thus  to  yield  to  the  insolence  of  I 
la  Bardia. 

**  The  fear,**  she  said,  "  of  throwing  f 
impediment  in  the  way  of  her  son's  8 
cess  with  the  daughter  of  Solanto,  and 
unwillingness  to  expose  the  name  of  Li 
to  the  censure  which  might  have  fal 
upon  it,  fit)m  any  false  statement  <^ 
afiair,  induced  her  to  temporize,  when 
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audadty  cf  Acciirsi  led  him  to  the  step 
he  had  taken ;  but  as  resentment  on  their 
part  would  now  be  of  no  avail,  the  coun- 
tess earnestly  implored  her  son  to  over- 
kx>k  the  past,  and  when  his  own  nuptials 
were  completed,  to  acknowledge  and  re- 
ceive his  sister ;  nor  to  weaken  the  power 
and  influence  of  his  family  by  dissensions 
among  themselves,  particularly  at  a  junc- 
ture like  the  present,  when  so  much  was 
at  stake. 

Don  Sigismund  had  never  before  seen 
Iris  mother  acting  under  any  other  influ- 
ence than  that  of  her  own  ungovemed 
temper.  She  was  was  now  attempting  to 
(^oss  over  the  unjustifiable  act  to  which 
ambition,  and  the  desire  of  aggrandizing 
her  son,  had  excited  her ;  and  suffering 
under  the  f^  of  confessing  enough  to 
otmdenan  her  in  the  eyes  of  the  count,  or 
of  concealing  so  much  as  might  draw 
ferth  the  anger  of  Accursi,  it  was  with  dif- 
fimlty  she  restrained  her  rage  againrt  the 
httterfiom  bursting  out;  but  tihe  terrors 
ef  Us  vengeance   were  more  than  c9ie 
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dared  venture  to  provoke.  Unaccustom- 
ed to  contradict  his  mother,  or  to  question 
the  propriety  of  her  conduct,  count  Luna 
did  not,  in  the  present  instance,  doubt  the 
truth  of  her  statement ;  and  however  he 
might  wonder  at  her  actions,  it  did  not 
enter  his  imagination  to  discredit  or  con- 
demn them ;  and  when  he  parted  from 
her,  after  the  explanation  she  had  chosen 
to  give,  she  congratulated  herself,  with  no 
little  justice,  on  the  good  effects  her  ma- 
nagement had  produced. 

The  excursion  of  the  party  from  the 
Casa  di  PeroUo  was  soon  made  known  to 
count  Luna  and  his  friends,  who,  impa- 
tient of  their  long  confinement,  eagerly 
caught  at  an  opportunity  of  sacrificing 
some  of  their  enemies,  and  resolved  no 
longer  to  wait  for  don  Giacomo  alone,  but 
to  assail  any  of  his  friends  either  by  force 
or  stratagem. 

The  conduct  of  those  who  were  now  to 
be  sent  out  against  the  adherents  of  Pe^ 
rollo,  was  given  to  Accursi  d'Amato,  Fer- 
rante  Luchese,  and  Pietro  Infontanetta, 
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who  selecting  twenty  of  the  boldest  and 
stootest  of  their  followers,  prepared,  with 
joyM  alacrity,  for  the  encounter. 

Every  thing  had  been  so  long  in  readi- 
ness, that  no  time  was  lost ;  but  as  soon 
as  it  was  decided  to  whom  the  enterprise 
was  to  be  confided,  they  mounted  their 
horses,  and  rode  furiously  towards  the 
Porta  degli  Bagni,  whither  Antonio  M ar- 
gieri  and  his  band  had  directed  their  course. 

Fearing  lest  any  accident  should  pre- 
vent his  sanguinary  purpose,  Delia  Bar- 
dia  exhorted  his  companions  to  lose  no 
time  in  the  pursuit ;  nor  when  within 
musket^shot,  to  \vait  for  parley,  or  to  give 
their  enemies  time  for  preparation,  but  to 
level  their  carbines,  and  let  none  escape 

them. 

They  then  hurried  on,  with  all  the 
speed  the  rugged  pathway  would  admit ; 
and  on  reaching  the  brow  of  the  descent  to- 
wards the  baths,  saw  their  enemies  at  no 
great  distance  before  them. — **  Now  for 
Luna  and  Feral ta!*'  exclaimed  Delia*  Bar- 
dia ;  and  such  was  their  impatience,  that 
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their  first  volley,  which  had  they  ivBervei 
their  fire  till  a  nearer  appixiad),  miffht 
have  been  fatal  to  half  the  compaiiiQiiB  of 
Margieriji  wounded  but  t^o  of  tiiem.  .  His 
brother  fell  from  hisr  horse,  «)d  fitanath 
rrila  received  a  ball  through  his  shoulder. 

The  retainers  of  Perollo  halted;  sop- 
prised,  but  not  dismayed^  they  faced  Hmt 
enemy.  Antonio  exhorted  them  to  mdbe 
a  gallant  defence-~^'  Our  only  bbpei.'^  he 
said,  *^  must  be  in  cutting  onr  way 
through  this  troop  of  aasasstna."  Some  of 
the  men  attempted  to  raise  the  Mien  body 
of  his  brother,  hut  life  was  totally  extinct; 

^*  To  revenge  his  fall  is  all  we  now  cmi 
do,"  said  Margieri.     **  Attend  to  Scansar 

rella." 

The  latter  seemed  incapable  of  sittingMs 
horse ;  but  his  companions  placed  themselves 
around  him,  and  gallantly  advanced  agmnat 
Hifi  adherents  of  Luna.  ^  Though  the  numi* 
hers  were  so  fearfully  unequal,  an  ardii. 
Otts  stniggle  wsued  ;  the  valour  of  the  as* 
saiUnts  was  met  with  as  determined  reso- 
lution.   Seansarella  was  totally  tncapaUa 
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of  defeMe,  and  the  generosity  of  hi^  com* 
panioiM  would  not  allow  them  to  neglect 
hJB  6aftty ;  but  they  attempted  in  vain  to 
fiirae  their  way  through  their  opponents. 

Tlie  fight  was  long  and  obstinate ;  three 
<lf  the  partiisans  of  Luna  had  faUen,  and 
I&fintanetta  was  wounded.  Maigieri  and 
his  fiiends  had  also  suffered  severely ;  and 
SoMiKarella,  during  the  conflict,  fell  from 
hiB  hc»sev  and,  in  spite  of  the  exertions  of 
bis  party,  was  trampled  to  death  beneath 
their  chargers*  The  adherents  of  Perollo 
b^an  to  give  way  ~*  Accuni  d- Amato 
pfosed  on  with  sanguinary  fury  s  he  had 
received  a  wound  from  the  sword  of  Mar* 
gieti,  and  infuriated  at  the  sight  of  his  flow- 
mg  blood,  redouUed  his  blows. 

^  Let  us  retreat  to  the  lower  road,"  said 
one  of  AtitoDiD's  men,  **  and  we  may  gain 
the  advantage  <rf*  the  ground,  and  succeed 
in  reaching  the  castle  gate,  or  obtain  suc- 
ooon  to  match  the  number  of  our  ene- 


Della  Bardia  pressed  violently  forward, 
endeavouring  to  prevent "  their   retreat. 


174  THE  FEUBS  OF 

wheir  his  horse  fell»  and  he  received  at  the 
same  time  a  violent  blow  from  the  hand  of 
Margieri,  which  rolled  him  in  the  dust;  but 
the  sword  had  only  lighted  on  his  helmet^ 
and  sheared  the  plume  from  his  crest.  Don 
Ferrante  threw  himself  from  his  horse,  and 
extended  his  shield  over  his  fallen  fiiend. 
The  party  were  thrown  into  some  confu- 
sion, and  Antonio  again  strove  to  foro^ 
his  way  through  ;  but  they  still  cfosed  up 
the  road  against  him ;  and  Delia  Bardia 
was  beginning  to  recover,  when  the  ob- 
jectsof  his  vengeance  wheeled  round,  took 
advantage  of  the  exertions  their  enemies 
were  making  to  remount  the  fallen  ba- 
ron, and  fmally  succeeded  in  gaining  the 
lower  road.  Soon  however  they  were 
pursued  by .  Luchese,  and  several  of  his 
men,  who  once  more  discharged  their  car- 
bines, and  wounded  Margieri,  and  two  of 
his  followers.  They  again  encountered 
on  the  brow  of  a  hill,  nearly  within  view 
of  PeroUo  Castle.  Antonio,  though  suf- 
fering severely  from  his  wounds,  roused 
the  courage  of  "his  men — "  One  more  sue- 
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cessfiil  straggle,"  he  said,  ^  and  we  shall 
teadi  these  ruffians  to  stoop  to  the  valour 
of  Perollo.- 

'*  Hew  them  down  for  Luna  and  Pe- 
ralta  ^  exclaimed  Delia  Bardia,  forcing  his 
horse  impetuously  up  the  hill  towards  the 
scene  of  action ;  "  vengeance  for  the  in- 
sult I  received,"  he  continued,  aiming  a 
blow  at  Margieri,  **  shall  soon  overtake 
PeroUo  and  his  slaves." 

His  antagonist  warded  the  stroke ;  and 
esSerting  all  his  remaining  strength  and 
skill,  he  deprived  the  furious  baron  of  his 
sword,  who,  catching  a  dagger  he  wore  by 
his  side,  made  a  second  blow,  which,  fall- 
ing short  of  Antonio,  wounded  his  horse, 
which  springing  forward  from  the  pain, 
flew  up  the  rocky  way,  but  not  till  the 
sword  of  his  gallant  rider  had  inflicted  a 
deep  wound  in  the  side  of  Accursi.  Lu- 
diese  once  more  rushed  forward  to  defend 
him,  but  the  party  of  Margieri  seeing  their 
leader  borne  away  by  his  ungovernable 
steed,  rode  after  him,  and  left  the  followers 
of  Delia  Bardia  to  attend  to  him,  and  re- 
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store  the  sword  of  which  he  had  been  de- 
prived. Regardless  of  the  blood  whidi 
flowed  from  his  wound,  he  urged  his  com- 
rades to  the  pursuit ;  but  their  oppon^dts 
had  gained  the  summit  of  the  hill,  and 
were  too  near  their  fiiends  in  the  castle  to 
afford  any  hopes  of  completing  their  mur- 
derous intentions ;  the  party  therefore  rode 
back  in  search  of  those  who  had  fallen  in 
the  affray. 

Near  the  bottom  of  the  hill  lay  the 
corpse  of  the  younger  Margieri,  who  had 
been  the  first  victim  of  Delia  Bardia  and 
his  crew.  A  bullet  had  struck  him  through 
the  head,  and  he  had  fallen  instantly  li^ 
less.  His  friends  had  removed  him  from 
the  roadway;  but  when  they  found  all 
their  attentions  to  him  were  in  vain,  they 
abandoned  him,  in  the  hope  of  saving  the 
wounded  Scanzarella. 

When  the  murderers  arrived  where  the 
body  laid,  they  halted,  to  enjoy  the  sight 
of  their  bloody  act — **  It  is  Margieri's  Iwro- 
ther,"  said  one  of  the  party,  looking  at  the 
dead  man.    In  an  instant  Accursi  had 
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thiowtl  himself  from  bis  horse,  and,  in 
spite  of  fiiintness,  he  seiised  the  lifeless 
body  with  a  look  of  savage  fury,  which  ap^ 
palled  even  the  hearts  c(  his  companions, 
and  dashing  it  upon  the  rock,  stamped  vi- 
olently upon  it,  hewing  it  with  his  sword^ 
and  imprecating  curses  on  all  the  adh^^ 
rents  of  PeroUo,  and  mote  particularly  the 
raoe  of  Margieri.  Luchese  remonstrated 
^inst  this  useless  barbarity ;  but  Delia 
B»dia  still  continued  to  vent  his  rage  upon 
the  corpse,  till  the  eii:ertion  brought  a  se- 
ocHid  stream  of  blood  from  his  side,  and  he 
sunk  lifeless  beside  the  object  of  his  san- 
guinary vengeance. 

The  body  of  Scanzarella  had  been  trod- 
den in  the  dust  beneath  the  horses  feet ; 
but  Luchese  ordered  both  that  and  the 
mutilated  remains  of  Margieri^  to  be  con^ 
veyed  to  the  neighbouring  convent  of  San 
Franeisoo.  Of  their  own  party,  two  were 
dead,  a  third  desperately  wounded,  Ac- 
cursi  senseless  from  loss  of  blood,  and  In- 
fontanetta  scarcely  able  to  sit  his  hottm. 

iS 
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They  were  however  greeted  on  their  re- 
turn with  rapturous  joy,  thpugfa  their 
work  had  been  so  imperfectly  performed; 
yet  to  have  made  their  first  assault  on 
the  party  of  PeroUo,  seemed  to  be  the  be- 
ginning of  the  series  of  triumphs  which 
they  confidently  anticipated. 

Don   Sigismund  appeared  unable   to 
express  the  pleasure  he  took  in  the  ser- 
vice his  fiiends  had  peiformed.     As  soon 
as  Accursi  was  a  little  recovered,  he  over- 
whelmed him  with  thanks,  presented  him 
with  a  valuable  diamond, and  declared  him- 
self eternally  obliged  to  him.   To  Luchese 
he  presented  a  valuable  charger,  and  gave 
Infontanettaa  jewel  of  great  price;  whilst 
to  all  the  vassals  engaged  in  the  expedi- 
tion he  ordered  a  considerable  largess  to 
be  given.     The  gates  of  the  castle  were 
thrown  open,  and  the  whole  troop  issuing 
out,  paraded  the  streets  in  complete  ar- 
mour, as  if  in  triumph  at  their  victory, 
and  in  defiance  of  the  vengeance  of  the 
baron  Pandolfina. 

On  their  return  to  the  castle,  the  count 
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ordered  a  banquet  to  be  spread  in  the  grei^ 
hall,  and  all  tihe  retainers  to  be  feasted. 
Sudi  <^  the  nobles  of  the  dty  as  had  hi- 
therto remained  secret  enemies  of  Perollo^ 
now  flocked  to  the  castle  of  his  adversary. 
Amongst  others,  came  Del  Nadore,  and 
one  of  his  colleagues  in  office,  Giovanni 
Maurid — ^*  But  here  comes  one,*"  said 
count  Luna,  **  whom  I  hardly  hoped  to 
see  amongst  us — Geronimo  Ferrara !" 

"  No  good  purpose  brings  him  here,'' 
said  Adriano,  in  a  low  voice.  ^*  Under 
the  mask  of  friendship  and  candour,  he  is 
the  spy  of  don  Giacomo,  and  now  will 
strive  to  fathom  all  our  future  plans.  Un- 
der pretence  of  healing  the  strife  which  is 
b^un,  he  comes  to  wrest  our  weapons 
fiom  our  hands,  and  give  us  up,  defenceless 
and  unarmed,  as  victims  to  the  rage  of 
Pandolfina." 

"  We  have  never  found  him  false,**  said 
Sigisipund. 

^*  From  whom  but  some  such  neutral 
friend  can  PeroUo  have  had  such  infor- 
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matioii  Its  he  mlways  boasts  of  ^  our  |Ni- 
tolie  Mtions  ?^  Thi8  too  is  the  friend,  wki, 
I  cm^ect)  eafrried  the  pmsoa  to  SolfltitonB 
mxBf  which  bligfated  v3A  jambopeg  ftom 
thence.** 

The  near  ifiproadi  of  the  ipenoit  of 
whmn  be  spoke  checked  Peralta.  The 
contrast  of  the  tall  and  venerable  figuie  of 
Fenrara,  with  the  sorFOunding  groups, 
struck  Lima  forciUj.  Totatty  «mani»d, 
dad  only  in  ^ae  robes  of  peace,  be  advanced 
dbwly  throogh  the  crowd  of  amted  war- 
riors who  filled  the  hall ;  hiss  white  lodss 
hung  from  fats  tinoovered  head,  and  an  air 
<f£  ^ad  and  silent  oommiaeralti^n  nuuked 
his  «oiiintenanee^  as^  he  reoeived  the  «in- 
tmiee of  don  S^^tsmimd.  Like  an  evilge- 
neitis,  Adriano  stood  by  the  side  of  kds 
kinsman,  ready  to  miskita^rat  eveiy  woid 
and  action  of  Ferrara. 

^  Welcofme,  don  GeronimOy  amongst 
my  friends,"  said  Luna,  kindly;  ^Iihad 
-scarcely  hoped  to  see  yoa  *with  us ;  and 
the  high  value  I  have  aWays  fek  for  yaur 
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opuioni  adds  fraiglut  indeed  tx)  the  land- 
newttod  counitenfiaee  this  v»tt  ^¥es  to  oar 
ftocoeding&" 
Doa  Gevoniino  Jighed  lieavily* 
*^  Aocomplisfaed  hypocrite  T  whispaned 
AdriflDo;  **  he  was  j%ist  seen  to  come  from 
the  Casa  di  PeroUo^  aiid  has  probably 
been  utging  the  suit  <tf  his  young  £rieiid, 
Federico,  with  the  same  weapona  be  brings 
to  conqiier  na^^his  fflghs  and  groans.^ 

^  I  hai^  known  your  excdlenza,"  said 
Feixara^  **  from  infancy  to  manhood;  I 
have  vatehed  with  int^est  and  affection 
tlie«»wtfa  of  y««r  a»Dy  virtues,  md  k. 
Bbented  the  fotbles  I  have  seen  acise  a- 
mongst  them.  I  had  hoped  to  see  boDOW 
sbkI  BeDown  accomnkited  on  (the  boose  of 
Luna  by  count  Sigismund,  and  cantDOt 
but  MgB^  the  dang^pmM  fireeipke  to  which 
you  are  now  hasteuu^.  Hear  me^Neoiifiit 
Luna !  these  deadly  foes  to  the  house  ^f 
Peio)^  would  sei%  tbe  serpent  by  >any 
other  hands  than  their  own:;  for  (tbejopn^ 
'Of  Heaven,  and  aU  its  saints,  ibten  iMkio 
their  seductions!  in  Meking  tbemiBiaf 
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Pahdolfina'8  race,  you  seek^  at  the  same 
time,  the  down&l  of  yom*  own.  By  every 
tie  of  humanity,  by  every  bond  of  Chris- 
tian charity,  I  implore  you  to  attend  to 
me !  I  willingly  offer  myself  as  a  media- 
tor between  the  chieftain  of  Perollo  and 
yourself;  I  pledge  my  life  and  honour  to 
redress  your  wrongs  with  full  and  ample 
satisfaction — ^with  oblivion  for  the  past, 
and  for  the  future  the  friendship  of  the 
baron  Pandolfina,  which  shall  more  avail 
to  your  happiness  and  glory,  than  all  the 
power  of  such  false  friends  as  those,  who, 
for  their  own  interest,  and  their  own  re- 
venge, are  urging  you  on  to  certain  de- 
struction." 

Count  Luna  turned  away  in  silent  an- 
ger. 

"  This  well-delivered  speech,  signor  Ge- 
ronimo,"  said  Adriano,  **  comes  a  little  top 
late  and  out  of  season." 

An  insulting  laugh  from  Del  Nadore 
applauded  the  reply;  but  the  frowns  of 
many  of  the  party  shewed  that  they  felt 
the  reproaches  of  Ferrara  deeper. 


LUNA  AND  PEB0LLO.  189 

He  nw  the  fruitless  nature  of  his  yint, 
and  with  a  respectful  salutation,  whidi 
was  unheeded  by  Luna,  retired  from  the 
haO. 

^*  Insolent  and  malignant  spy  I''  said  Ta- 
lyavia ;  **  has  don  Giacomo  no  better  me- 
thods of  defence  than  to  send  such  emissa- 
ries here,  to  sow  dissensions  in  our  party?" 

*^  Unless  don  Sigismund  intends  to 
countenance  the  aspersions  this  insidious 
foe  has  cast  upon  us  all,"  said  Adriano, 
^  he  will  give  his  orders  that  punishment 
shall  speedily  overtake  him." 
.  '*  His  blood  alone  can  wash  away  the 
indignity  P'  cried  Calandrino. 

Luiia  still  was  silent 

**  A  glorious  opportunity  is  now  oflfer- 
ed,**  continued  Adriano,  "  to  shew  the 
confidence  you  feel  in  your  friends ;  to 
prove  to  the  Perollo,  that  endeavours 
to  alienate  your  affection  from  us,  will 
meet  with  exemplary  chastisement.  And 
it  will  be  a  lesson,"  he  added,  in  a  low^ 
er  tone,  ^*  to  all  who  may  henceforth  aid 
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aad  abet  the  treaeheries  of  Federioo  with 
QodtBiiza  di  Solwto." 

''  Be  it  as  you  wiU/^  laid  Sigfwiiliiid. 

'*  Follow  the  traitor,  and  dispatch  him 
iitttaDtljr  r  died  Adriano;  Umdlgr^ 

Severei  of  tine  yaasala,  at  ibbe  fewer  part 
of  the  hall,  half  intoxicated  with  wine^ 
and  the  ardour  of  the  time^  rushed  fuii- 
ousljr  into  the  streets  towards  the  abode  of 
F^enrara,  who  was  proceeding  up  ihe  flight 
of  <^ps  to  his  restidence ;  but  seeing  the 
approach  4)f  some  of  the  partisans  of  Luna, 
bearing  the  badges  of  their  faction^  ixiA 
brandishing  their  naked  weapons,  he  stop- 
ped to  watch  thdr  proceedings ;  they  ad- 
vanced rapidly  towards  him,  bat  he  felt 
neither  &ar  nor  sospidon^  when  two  of  the 
ruffiansy  running  up  the  steps,  buried 
tiieir  poniards  in  his  side,  and  be  Ml  a 
HfiAess  corpse  fiotn  the  iop  of  the  steps  to 
the  bottom. 

The  murderars  baring  completed  thtir 
act  of  buteheiy,  they  returned,  waving  their 
bloody  weapons,  and  crying-^^  Viva  Ln- 


na  6  F^ralta !  death  to  PoroUp  and  his 
spies !" 

Their  return  was  greeted  with  shouts  of 
exultation  by  thdr  companions;  but  count 
Luna  looked  not  as  if  he  partook  in  the 
iuunoderatejoy  of  his  mends. 

The  return  of  Margieri  and  his  wound- 
ed associates  had  excited  a  general  indig- 
nation throughout  the  Casa  di  Perollo, 
The  impatient  vassals  and  soldiers  of  don 
Giaoomo  urged  him  with  vehemence  to 
allow  them  to  revenge  the  outrage  by  an 
attack  on  the  Castel  di  Luna* 

The  barouy  however,  firmly  resisted 
thdr  aitreaties»  resolved  to  stand  on  the 
defensive,  and  call  on  the  viceroy  to  pih 
nisht  by  a  legal  process^  the  atrocious  ofi 
fenda:f.  He  well  knew  that  an  act  of  vi« 
deuce  on  his  part  would  be  a  plea  with 
his  enemies  to  justify  any  future  crimes 
they  might  commit ;  and,  as  a  stoenuoue 
defends  of  the  laws  of  his  country,  he  did 
not  dbioose  now  to  violate  them,  by  taking 
the  redress  of  his  partisans  into  bis  own 
bands. 
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To  the  entreaties  of  his  followers  he  re- 
plied, by  pointing  out  how  much  beneatli 
their  characters  as  soldiers  it  would  be,  to 
take  upon  them  an  office  which  would 
soon  be  performed  by  the  pubUc  execu- 
tioner ;  and  how  derogatory  to  them,  as 
citizens  and  adherents  to  him,  who  in 
every  instance  had  maintained  the  cause 
of  civil  justice,  to  give  themselves  up  to 
their  passions,  and  be  parties  in  exciting  a 
popular  commotion  from  motives  of  private 
feeling. 

The  murder  of  don  Geronimo  Ferrara 
was  soon  afler  known,  and  excited  deeper 
feelings  of  horror  and  detestation,  plung- 
ing all  the  family  of  Pandolfina  in  sorrow 
and  affliction.  The  baron  invited  all  con- 
nected with  him,  by  any  tie  whatever,  to 
take  refuge  within  the  walls  of  his  castle, 
until  the  violent  faction  of  their  enemies 
could  be  brought  to  legal  punishment. 

Every  member  of  the  family  repaired  to 
the  castle,  with  all  their  retainers,  except 
Francisco  Perollo,  who  had  been  placed 
by  don  Giacomo,  with  Del  Nadore,  among 
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the  five  giurati  of  the  city,  and  who  ex- 
cused himself  from  his  ofiicial  capacity, 
but  afterwards  escaped  from  Sciacca,  ter- 
rified at  the  danger  of  the  name  he  bore* 

Count  Sambuca,  his  lady,  and  her  bro- 
ther the  baron  Celano,  who  were  in  the 
dty  at  the  time,  availed  themselves  of  the 
protection  offered  by  their  kinsman ;  and 
before  evening,  all  Perollo*s  connexions  in 
JBdacca  had  secured  themselves  within  his 
tciwers.  The  drawbridge  was  up,  the  walls 
well  manned ;  and,  without  any  act  of  hos- 
tility, Pandolfina  manifested  his  resolution 
and  ability  to  protect  to  the  utmost  his  fa- 
mily and  friends  from  the  outrages  of  their 
infuriated  enemies. 

.  The  passing  events  were  easily  conceal- 
ed from  the  unhappy  baroness  Solanto, 
who  appeared  gradually  sinking  under  her 
scNTows ;  but  her  kind  hostess,  though 
anxious  and  alarmed  at  the  threatening 
evil,  still  bore  herself  with  the  composure 
and  dignity  of  her  general  character. 

Marguerita  exerted  herself  more  than 
she  had  done  since  the  melancholy  deatii 
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of  h^  fatha*,  to  dietf  Hie  spirits  cf  Coa- 
tansm  and  assist  ia  the  care  crf^  the  baran^^ 
ess»  and  the  exertion  appeared  to  be  of  ioi- 

finite  use  to  her» 

The  signwa  di  Solanto  spent  her  time 
almost  entirely  with  her  mother^  and 
struggled  with  her  oi/m  feelings  of  de»> 
pondency  to  dieer  the  baroness.  Vague 
tidings  had  been  heard  of  some  peraons 
who  were  seen  in  the  mountains  at  tub 
great  distance  from  Samboes  t  but  tliit 
tale  could  give  no  clue  to  the  mysterious 
disappearance  of  Solanto.  The  enviititti 
of  the  cassino  had  carefully  been  searched^ 
and  as  no  trace  of  blood,  nor  the  marks  ef 
any  violence,  had  been  discovered.  Pan* 
dolfina  and  his  friends  w^e  still  sanguine 
Ui  their  beli^  that  the  baron  was  only 
held  in  confinement  by  the  policy  of  the 
Lfuna  faction^  until  don  Sigismund  bad 
secured  the  hand  of  Costanza. 

During  these  events,  Federico  had  re- 
mained a  silent,  but  deeply-interested  spec- 
tator; whenever  Costanza  appeared,  he 
had^  by  every  deMeate  attention,  attempt* 
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ed  to  dheer  her  spivits»  and  to  inspire  b^ 
with  hopes  for  the  safety  of  her  father,  and 
die  nltiniate  recoverj  of  her  mother,  and 
deckred  his  readiness  to  undertake  any 
[^an  she  might  devise  to  discover  intelli- 
fftnce  of  her  lost  parent. 

His  oonduct  failed  not  to  make  the  ioi- 
pfeoraon  it  deserved — Co^nza  felt  and  ap- 
preciated his  delicaey.  From  the  moment 
dbe  had  considered  her  engagement  with 
COQnt  Luna  at  an  end,  she  had  ceased  to 
pMnptent  her  tholights  from  d^'^Uing  cm 
IStderico  Perollo;  and  although  during 
heir  present  distress  she  had  few  nK>ments 
ik  which  her  mind  was  unocbupied  by  the 
doubtful  state  of  both  her  parents,  yet 
tere  were  intervals  at  which  she  did  think, 
ibd  think  favourably,  of  Federico. 

The  eount  Sambuca  offered  to  make  his 
wvy  to  his  castle,  and  raising  his  own  re- 
tainera,  and  tlie  friends  of  PerolH  the 
iwp^s  Oeraei  and  the  baron  Partanmi, 
te  ffcittferoe  the  garrison  within  the  cacrtle ; 
Int  ttieir /Strength  was  considered  fuQy 
to  Hoe  defence,  and  his  offisr  was 
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declined.  To  don  Paolo  the  second  place 
in  the  command  was  given,  and  all  ap- 
peared fully  to  rely  upon  his  conduct,  va- 
lour, and  moderation.  ^ 

These  arrangements  being  made,  the 
baron  Pandolfina  prepared  his  dispatdies 
for  the  viceroy,  which  he  sent  off  by  the 
gate  of  the  cairtle  which  -opened  beyond 
the  city  walls,  as  soon  as  the  shades  of 
evening  promised  to  conceal  the  departure 
of  the  couriers.  The  baron  took  the  pre- 
caution of  sending  both  to  Palermo  and  to 
Messina,  to  prevent  any  delay,  in  case  the 
viceroy  should  have  left  the  capital  for  the 
port,  from  which  he  expected  to  embark 
with  his  army. 

Don  Giacomo  referred  the  necessary 
measures  which  must  be  taken  entirely  to 
the  wisdom  of  his  highness,  and  the  coun- 
cil of  state;  and  having  informed  them  of 
what  had  occurred,  requested  immediate 
directions  how  to  proceed,  and  begged 
that  some  person  of  weight  and  authority 
might  be  sent  over  to  investigate  the  -a^ 
fair,  to  impose  legal  punishments  upon  the 
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guilty,  and  to  secure  the  peace  of  Sdacca 
from  such  outrages  in  future.  At  the 
same  time  he  stated  to  the  viceroy  the  con- 
^dnued  absence  of  the  baron  Solanto,  and 
the  mtense  anxiety  under  which  his  wife 
and  daughter  suffered ;  and  giving  it  as 
his  opinion  that  he  was  detained  by  the 
machinations  of  the  parties  who  had  been 
guilty  of  the  other  crimes  complained  of, 
in  order  to  further  the  intended  marriage 
of  count  Luna  with  the  heiress  of  the  ab- 
sent baron ;  and,  finally,  he  concluded  by 
mentioning  the  resolution  which  had  been 
adopted  by  himself  and  his  friends,  of  pre- 
serving  a  pacific  conduct  until  they  re- 
ceived instructions  fi^om  the  court,  which 
he  hoped  would  be  forwarded  with  all  the 
eiqpedition  possible,  as  the  peace  and  safe- 
ty of  so  important  a  place  was  now  at  the 
mercy  of  these  insurgents. 

After  the  messengers  had  departed, 
guards  were  stationed  for  the  night  on  the 
towers  and  battlements,  to  prevent  any 
surprise,  and  the  same  precautions  taken 
as  if  the  castle  had  been  in  a  state  of 
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Md  don  Pd(^  saw  every  thh)^  plsced  in 
s^emity,  &hd  the  nigfat  passed  withmrt 
my  atHstiipl^  fh)m  the  adheranto  of  Lu-*^ 
flit  to  tKstdrb  the  peace  tyfthe  Casa  di  Fe» 


LUKA  AMD  PEBOLLO.  193 


CHAPTER  VI. 


^  Go  bid  the  timid  lover  choose, 

And  1*11  resign  my  charter. 
If  he  for  ten  kind  how-d'y'dos. 

One  kind  good-bye  would  barter." 

The  viceroy  received,  at  Messina,  the  in- 
formation forwarded  to  him  by  Perollo,  re- 
specting the  affairs  of  Sciacca,  and  instant- 
ly summoned  the  council  of  state,  to  com- 
municate tcf  them  the  contents  of  the  dis- 
patches  he  had  received. 

Count  Sigismund  di  Luna,  his  highness 
informed  the  assembly,  having  placed  him- 
self  at  the  head  of  a  &ctious  multitude, 
and  being  joined  by  many  nobles  in  Sci- 
acca and  its  vicinity,  had  made  himself 
master  c^  the  city :  there  being  no  power 
sufficient  to  curb  their  deeds  of  lawless  vi- 
dence  and  outrage,  the  insurgents  had  at- 
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tacked  a  party  of  the  adherents  of  the  ba« 
ron  Pandolfina,  some  of  whom  they  had 
slain,  and  others  desperately  wounded ; 
and  afterwards  most  inhumanly  murdered 
don  Geronimo  Ferrara,  a  cavalier  of  rank, 
whose  virtues  had  endeared  him  to  all  his 
fellow-citizens.  And,  further,  he  stated, 
that  the  rebels  who  had  thus  outraged  the 
majesty  of  the  empire,  and  the  laws  of  civil 
society,  still  sought  the  destruction  of  the 
gallant  don  Giacomo  FeroUo ;  and  that, 
unless  their  crimes  were  visited  with 
promptness  and  celerity,  these  atrocious 
transactions  would  affix  an  eternal  stain 
upon  the  present  government  of  the  island* 

The  council  were  unanimous  in  express* 
ing  their  abhorrence  at  the  conduct  of  the 
insurgents,  and  in  advising  the  most  de« 
cided  measures  to  be  instantly  taken  for 
bringing  them  to  punishment. 

It  was  resolved,  that  don  Geronimo  Sta^ 
tella,  barone  del  Mundino,  a  noble  Cata« 
nese  officer,  should  be  sent  with  a  suffi* 
dent  military  force  to  quell  the  disturb- 
ance ;  and,  that  his  proceedings  might  not 
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want  the  solemnity  of  legal  authority,  a . 
number  of  counsellors  and  lawyers  were 
to  attend  him,  for  the  purposes  of  exami- 
ning into  the  affiiir,  and  of  inflicting  pu- 
nishment upon  the  guilty. 

To  don  Geronimo,  the  commander,  his 
highness  particularly  commended  his 
friend,  the  baron  Pandolfina,  desiring  that 
erery  provision  might  be  made  to  ensure 
his  safi^%  and  that  his  wishes  should  be 
attended  to  in  all  matters  of  consequence ; 
to  which  he  added  his  earnest  request, 
that  all  the  expedition  which  justice  would 
p^mit  sliould  be  made  in  dispatching  the 
afbir,  in  order  that  the  troops  should  not 
be  taken  from  their  destination,  but,  if  pos- 
sible, return  in  time  to  embark  witli  the . 
rest  of  the  army  for  Italy. 

The  messenger  who  had  brought  the 
intelligence  from  Sciacca  was  sent  back 
without  delay,  with  an  account  of  the  de- , 
termination  of  the  viceroy,  and  the  pre- 
parations which  were  making  in  conse-. 
^enoe ;  he  was  also  the  bearer  of  private 
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dispatches  from  his  highness,  which  con- 
tained orders  for  the  immedlite  return  of 
Federico  and  Gaetano  to  head-quartiers» 
the  Iraperial  mandate  being  expected  for 
the  embarkation  of  the  troops,  and  as,  at 
all  events,  the  viceroy  wished  to  remove 
the  young  men  from  the  scene  of  tumult 
and  contest. 

In  four  days  the  courier  arrived  in  Sd- 
acca,  delivered  his  'dispatches,  and  an- 
nounced the  coming  aid.  The  letters 
which  he  brought  all  gave  unmixed  plea- 
sure and  satisfaction  to  Perollo,  save  that 
which  contained  the  order  for  the  departure 
of  his  son  and  Pignatelli. 

To  Federico  this  summons  was  a  sen- 
tence which  condemned  him  to  despair 
and  misery;  he  had  of  late  indulged  in 
such  flattering  hopes,  that  the  blow,  though 
no  other  than  he  had  eveiy  reason  to  ex- 
pect, overwhelmed  him  with  the  deepest 
sorrow.  From  the  exertions  of  the  go^ 
vernment  he  had  confidently  expected  the 
release  of  Solanto,  whose  connexion  with 
count  Luna  would  undoubtedly  be  at  an 
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end,  and  himself  therefore  at  liberty,  to  of* 
ier  hia  hand  to  the  lady  Costanza ;  and» 
just  at  this  important  crisis,  to  be  called 
away,  was  a  trial  of  fortitude  not  likely  to 
be  borne  with  equanimity  by  the  ardeat 
spirit  of  a  youthful  lover. 

He  received  from  his  father  the  orders 
and  the  information  contained  in  thedis* 
|)atebes,  and  concealing,  as  much  as  ppsisi* 
Ue,  the  distress  he  felt,  said,  he  Wpuld  &3u 
Gaetano^  and  conu^aunieate  to  him  the  io- 
telligenoe;  a«d  Je^;  the  apartment,,  int^tidr 
ing  to  go  to  his  own,  and  there  endea^!C^ 
to -recover  his  composure,  wheQ«  huu^ying 
albng  the  corridor,  he  was  met  by^Costanxf. 

The  agitation  of  bis  couutenane^  terri* 
fied  her,  and  scarcely  able  to  support  hev* 
sei^  she  clasped  her  b^d^  a%  in  ^ufipttca* 
ticm  to  Heaven,  and  exclaimed—".  CH|, 
PeroUo  j  for  what  newimaay  as^  1 4o  pre- 
pare?** 

'*  None,  none,  to  you,  I  triist,  iady  Coft- 
tanza;  do  not  alarar  yourself;  sit  dowi^ 
iiere," .  he  said,  opening  the  door  of  the 
nearest  room. 
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**  There  mast  be  something,  ugnot/'  she 
said,  '*  or  yon  cbuld  not  look  so  cimnged 
since  you  left  us  just  now.'^ 

**  Dearest  kdy  Costanza,  I  was  distress- 
ed by  an  order  from  the  viceroy  fiwr  my  in- 
stant departure." 

Costanza  felt  ill,  and  looked  Tery  pale. 

Federioo  sat  down  by  her,  and  took  her 
tmreluctant  hand. — ^  If,"  he  said,  much 
embarrassed,  **  I  could  only  hope  that  my 
going  or  my  return  could  be  of  interest  to 
you,  I  should  quit  even  yen  more  eheer- 
fiilly." 

Costanza  trembled  with  emotion,  but 
was  silent. 

•*  Tell  me,  dearest  Costanza,  may  I 
hoper 

She  tried  to  speak,  but  burst  into 
tears. 

Federico  drew  her  towards  him,  with 
the  arm  which  had  supported  her  to  het 
seat,  and  she  wept  upon  his  shoulder  in 
uncontrollable  agitation. 

For  some  minutes  the  feelings  of  both 
were  at  too  high  a  pitch  for  words ;  and 
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Federioo  was  just  beginning  to  pour  forth 
his  gratitude  and  joy,  when  the  opening 
door  shewed  the  baroness  Pandolfina. 

Costanza  started  up,  and  threw  herself 
into  her  arms. 

^  My  child,  how  is  this?  Federico^ 
have  you  forgotten  for  a  moment  the  si 
tuation  of  lady  Costanza  ?"* 

^  My  dear  mother,  I  met  the  lady  Cos- 
tanza, when  I  could  think  of  nothing  but 
the  agony  of  leaving  hen-' 

*^  lieaving  her,  my  son  r 

"  Do  not  you  be  distressed,  my  beloved 
mother ;  we  have  been  all  along  uncertain 
how  soon  this  order  might  arrive.'* 

^  And  has  it  come,  my  darling  child  ? 
Grood  Heavens,  to  be  taken  from  me  at 
such  a  time!  yet,  how  oflen  have  I  thought 
that  you  were  safer  any  where  than  in  Sd- 
acca  during  these  scenes  of  tumult  and 
horror." 

In  the  quickly-succeeding  idea  of  part- 
ing from  her  son,  the  baroness  had  forgot- 
ten  Costanza  for  a  moment,  but  immedi- 
ately recollecting  herself,  she  embraced  her 
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afTefetionately,  and  said — ^  I  cannot  chide 
you  now,  my  children,  though  there  are 
two  who  will  have  great  right  to  do  so. 
Federico,  though  you  might  perhaps  reck* 
on  on  your  own  father's  hapjnness  at  re> 
ceiving  the  lady  Costanza  into  his  family, 
still  you  could  not  answer  for  the  baron 
Solanto." 

Costanza  hid  her  blushes  on  the  bosom 
of  the  baroness,  as  she  whispered  that  het 
father  was  not  less  indulgent,  and  that  her 
engagement  with  count  Luna  he  himself 
had  broken. 

**  It  would  be  to  me,*^  said  the  baroness^ 
"  a  happiness  only  inferior  to  your  owi^ 
my  children,  to  witness  the  completion  of 
your  wishes ;  but,  for  the  present,  circum* 
staneed  as  we  all  are^  let  the  subject  be  car* 
ried  no  farther." 

Federico  was  just  beginning  to  remon^ 
strate,  when  the  baroness  interrupted  hira 
with  a  smile,  and  added — ^*  So  much  ap- 
pears to  have  been  effected  by  this  sudden 
event,  and  the  explanations  it  has  pro- 
duced,  that  surely,  Federico,  you  may  de* 
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part^Tfitfa  confideDoe;  and  without  ui^ing 
cmr  Costanza  to  repent  the  happiness  «be 
has  conferred  upon  you ;  remember  her  mu 
tuation  at  present,  and  the  delicacy  which 
is  required  from  every  member  of  our  fa^ 
mily.** 

PeroUo,  who  was  silent,  and;  gazing  on 
the  blushing  half-averted  face  of  Costahasa^ 
heeded  not  his  mother's  inquiry  respect^ 
ing  the  tidings  \^hich  had  arrived  with  his 
orders.  When  she  again  repeated  her 
question,  he  endeavoured  to  collect  his 
thouglits,  and  to  reply. 

The  signora  di  Solanto,  with  an  affect 
tionate  embrace  to  the  baroness,  made  her 
escape  from  the  apartment,  and  Federtco^ 
then  seemed  to  recover  the  use  of  his  fa« 
culties.-—"  Troops,**  he  said,  "  are  now 
marching  hither,  undar  the  command  of 
don  Geronimo  Statella,  barone  Mundiho, 
with  a  sufficient  number  of  legal  advises 
to  search  into  and  punish  the  atrocious 
crimes  of  these  lawless  ruffians ;  their  ar* 
lival  may  be  expected  in  two  or  three 
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days,  and  itnmediately  after  their  coming 
we  must  obey  onr  orders,  and  jmn  his 
highness  at  head-quarters/' 

^  At  any  other  time  I  should  more 
deeply  have  regretted  our  separation,"  re> 
plied  the  baroness ;  *^  but  it  will  now  be  a 
consolation  to  me  to  know  that  you  are 
safely  removed  from  this  scene  of  vindic* 
tive  hatred^  far  from  the  machinations  of 
tlie  Luna  party ;  and  in  the  uncertainty 
under  which  the  family  o£  the  baron  So- 
lanto  suffer  from  his  absence,  it  is  better 
for  the  lady  Costanza  that  you  should  be 
removed  for  a  while,  till,  under  better  aus- 
pices, your  mutual  wishes  may  receive  the 
sanction  of  both  your  families ;  and  I  trust, 
my  child,  that  you  will  not  seek,  by  any 
engagement,  made  without  the  consent  of 
her  parents,  to  bind  the  lady  Costanza.  It 
might  be  considered  as  taking  an  undue 
advantage  of  the  circumstances  which  have 
driven  her  here    for  protection,  and  not 
CMily  be  a  stain  upon  the  name  and  family 
of  PeroUo,  but  displease  the  baron  Solanto^ 
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atid  eventually  be  a  bar  to  the  completion 
of  your  hopes." 

Federioo  acknowledged  the  justice  of  his 
mother's  sentiments,  and  with  fedings  very 
different  fix>m  those  whicli  had  occupied 
his  bosom  a  few  minutes  before,  he  re-^ 
mmed  his  search  for  Gaetano. 

He  found  his  friend  upon  the  ramparto 
with  don  Paolo.- — **  By  your  appearance^ 
Fed^ico,"'  said  Pignatelli,  *^  the  messenger 
from  my  uncle  has  brought  pleasant  intel- 
ligence." J. 

**  Orders  are  come  for  our  immediate 
appearance  at  Messina,"  answered  Fed^ 
rico. 

"  And  is  that  the  cause  of  your  exube* 
rant  happiness  ?"  asked  Gaetano,  in  amaze^ 
ment. 

Don  Paolo  also  looked  astoni^ed,«but 
said  nothing. 

**  The  barone  del  Mundino  will  be  here 
in  a  day  or  two,  with  forces  sufficient  to 
quell  the  insurgents,"  said  PeroUo. 

**  And  what  beside  ?  some  stiU  better 
news  remains  behind." 
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i\^*  Noftii^t?: answered  Fedarioo* 

**  Nay,"  said  Gaetano,  ^^lua  not  to  b^ 
told  thai  the  «el£*gnitulation  and  pletsure 
U)  youif  eountchance  proceed  dther  &om 
ihe  anticipation  d  our  campuga  in  Itafy^ 
or  that  of  don  Gefonimo  StateUa  and  the 
hangman  in  Sdao^ ;  something  more  hat 
given  you  these  smiies— 4ias  any  intelli-^ 
gence  b€»en  received  o^  the  baron  Solanto?* 
'    "  No, -said  Federico,  looking  gravely.* 

^*  And  am  I  to  reoeive  no  further  eluci<- 
dation  on  the  subject  ?^  asked  PignatelH. . 

''  I  have  seen  the  kdy  Costanza^*^  said 
Perollo,  and  hesitated* 

•*  Really  !'*  said  his  friend : "  why  I  should 
have  thought  you  might  have  done  the 
same  yesterday,  or  any  day  for  this  fort^ 
night.  I  suppose  she  is  equally  enchanted 
at  the  prospect  of  our  departure.*" 

"  The  lady's  sentiments  upon  the  subi 
ject,"  replied  Federico,  "  are  all  that  I 
would  have  them  ;  and,  for  the  acknow- 
ledgment  she  has  just  made  of  them,  I 
n9^.4sk  the  congratulations  of  don  Paolo 
and  yoiirself." 


LUNA  AiKB  PEKOLLa  MS 

**  Yoa  hsve  done  nothing  dandesthie, 
my  dear  Federioo  ?"  asked  the  fonner. 

^  My  modiery''  he  answered,  ^  has  not 
refused  her  aj^robaticm.'* 

**  What  the  baroness  does  not  cxmdemn,'^ 
sud  d(m  Paolo,  with  a  smile,  **  I  shall  not 
long  disapprove;'*  and  embracing  his  young 
kinsman,  he  assured  him  oftlie  interest  he 
should  ever  take  in  his  happiness,  and  that 
no  evait  could  give  him  equal  satisftu^tion 
with  that  of  seeing  him  united  hereafter 
with  the  signora  di  Sokinto. 

^  All  I  am  at  present  sure  of/*  replied 
Federtco,  •*  is  the  lady*s  consent.  Th* 
baron  Solanto  will  soon,  I  hope,  be  re^ 
stored  to  us,  and  not  prove  more  inex^ 
oraUe  to  our  wishes.  At  present  they  re^ 
main  unknown,  except  to  you,  my  friends,, 
and  to  my  mother." 

^' But  the  particulars?^  said  Gaetanor 
**  as  far  as  I  may  be  indued,  do,  my  dear 
friend,  let  me  hear  more  on  this  sitbjeot." 

"  You  have  caught  your  mania  fromour 
fair  fiiend  Sambuca,  I  fear,"  said  Perollo ; 
**  and  this  is  no  {4ace  for  explanations." 
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.  ^  Not  beii^  80  deeply  interested  in  de- 
taSs  of  loven  conferences,  and  having 
Qther  affiiifs  upon  my  hands,''  said  don 
Paolo,  **  I  shall  retire,  wishing  you  all  the 
happiness  whkh  an  union  with  donna  Cos* 
tanza  pramies;  and  to  signor  Pignatelli^ 
all  the  patience  a  confidant  stands  in  need 

:  The  young  men  withdrew  to  the  apart* 
ment  of  Gaetano,  where  Federico  detailed 
aU  his  newly-encouraged  hopes,  which  his 
friend  no  lon^  sought  to  discourage; 
and  the  interview  with  Costanza  seemed 
to  have  so  entirely  dissipated  the  cares  of 
Perollo,  that  he  had  never  appeared  in 
such  spirits  since  his  arrival  at  his  father^s 
house,  as  now  on  the  eve  of  quitting  it 
.  The  approach  of  the  expected  succours 
from  Messina  gave  general  satisfacticm 
throu^iout  the  castle;  preparations  were 
busily  carried  on,  as  don  Giacomo  intend- 
ed  to  ofifer  the  hospitalities  of  the  Casa  di 
PeroUo  to  all  the  party.  Oa  the  third 
day,  the  arrival  of  Statella  was  announced 
by  a  coiuier,  di^tched  to  the  giurati  of 
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of  the  city,  and  bearing  to  the  baron  Pai> 
dolfina  farther  dispatches  from  the  vice^ 
roy. 

The  baron  excnsed  himself  from  joming 
the  party,  who  awaited  at  the  city  gates 
the  representatives  of  the  vicer^l  autho* 
rity,  as  he  wished  not,  by  his  presence,  to 
excite  any  symptoms  of  discord,  but  re^ 
quested  the  general  and  his  troops  would 
honour  him  by  occupying  the  Casa  di  Fe- 
rollo  during  their  stay  in  Sciacca. 

Upon  his  entrance  into  the  city,  Sta*- 
tella  proceeded  immediately  to  the  resi^ 
dence  of  the  baron  Pandolfina,  to  thank 
him  for  his  ofier,  which,  however,  he  de> 
dined  accepting,  as  not  wishing  to  give  so 
public  a  demonstration  of  partiality ;  and 
declared  his  intention  of  taking  up  his 
abode,  during  his  stay,  in  the  house  of  Ste^ 
fano  di  Lauro,  near  the  church  of  St.  Ca- 
taldo  (which  in  later  times  was  the  pro* 
perty  of  don  Fabricio  del  Carretto,  barone 
della  Fabica,  to  whom  it  descended  from 
his  ancestors  of  the  house  of  Luchese):  but 
at  the  same  time  that  the  general  declined 
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Mcepting  the  castle  of  don  Giaeoiino  as  8 
jpennm^t  abode^  he  did  not  refhae  to  par* 
take  of  a  banquet,  which  had  been  pre* 
pared  in  honour  of  his  arrival;  and  de- 
dared  with  how  mudii  plegsuie  lie  shoujid 
return  to  avail  himself  of  the  kindnesss  of 
the  chief  of  PeroUo,  as  sorai  a^  he  had  made 
arraiigem^ts  for  the  aocomniodation  c^ 
his  followers. 

The  house  of  don  Stefano  was  lai^e  and 
commodious,  and  easily  accomtnod^ted 
Statella,  his  officers,  and  the  legal  advisers 
wlio  attended  him,  whilst  the  troops  were 
quartered  in  the  neighbourhood<  The 
whole  affair  was  quickly  arranged,  when 
the  g^ieral,  and  his  principal  companions^ 
returned  to  fulfil  their  appointment  witfr 
don  Giacoma  A  long  consultation  took 
place  between  the  chiefs,  Statella  profess* 
ing  his  intention  to  be  guided  in  all  things 
by  the  advice  of  Pandolfina ;  but  request* 
ing  that  as  little  open  display  as  possible 
might  be  made  of  their  private  connex^r 
ion,  he  informed  PeroUo  of  the  wishes  of 
the  viceroy^  that  the  affair  should  be  dis* 
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patehed  with  all  possible  expedi^on,  in 
order  tbat  the  troops  might  not  be  detain^ 
ed  from  th^  destined  service. 

**  With  the  number  of  our  fnends,*'  re- 
plied PeroUo,  'Mt  appears  to  me  unne- 
cessary to  retain  931  the  force  the  viceroy 
has  sent  us.  The  partisans  of  Luna,  see- 
ing the  determined  resolution  with  wh^ch 
his  highness  is  prepared  to  asisicirt  th^  c^use 
of  justice,  will  hardly  think  of  <^p(X$ition ; 
and  your  exoellenza  may  shew  yotir  zeti 
for  the  Imperial  cause,  and  y^cpr  oo;^ 
dence  in  the  loyalty  o£  ouv  i^^^^  hy 
dismissing  part  of  your  men  wiib  iny  §09 
and  signorF^nateUi,.who  return  to  hefidr 
quarters  the  day  after  to-morrow.'' 

To  this  proposition  the  general  seemed 
much  inclined  to  accede;  bat  don  Paole 
urged,  with  great  anxiety,  that  no  so(^ 
step  ought  to  be  ventured  upon — ^^  It  is 
at  present  unknown  to  any  oiu%''  he  s^id, 
^what  force  the  count  Qow  has  at  Bivonia, 
or  what  addition  he  may  be  able  to  make  to 
it.    The  present  power  of  your  ex^ellep^Ht 
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will  fffve  you  so  decided  a  superiority  over 
any  number  of  men  which  they  can  have 
the  means  of  bringing  fcnrward,  as  to  make 
all  opposition  hopeless ;  but  having  once 
reduced  your  strength,  they  will  gain  oon^ 
fidence,  and  exert  every  nerve  to  avoid 
punishment,  by  adding  to  their  crimed 
and  we  may  yet  find  ourselves  too  weak 
to  resist  their  overwhelming  force/' 

^  Your  caution,  my  dear  Pacdo,**  said 
don  Giacomo,  ''is  always  prudent;  but  in 
the  present  instance  it  is,  I  think,  ratb«¥ 
offried  beyond  necessity ;  and  the  Imperial 
cause  may  su£^  even  from  the  slight  rei- 
duction  of  the  force  which  is  now  in  Scip 
acca,  besides  the  trouble  and  inconveni- 
ence  it  will  hereafter  be  to  convey  them 
to  the  main  body  of  the  army,  if  they  are 
delayed  here  till  after  the  expedition  has 
set  sail.'' 

StateUa  seemed  more  inclined  to  listen 
to  the  barcm  than  to  don  Paolo ;  but  no- 
thing was  decided  at  the  time,  and  the  ge> 
fieral  inquired  if  any  particulars  had  yet 
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transpired  respecting  the  fate  of  Sdanto. 
To  this  PeroUo  answered  in  the  negative; 
he  lekted  the  circumstanoes  of  the  event, 
and  his  reasons  for  supposing  don  Sigis- 
mund  to  have  been  the  principal  contriver 
of  the  act ;  and  concluded  by  lamenting 
the  melancholy  effect  it  had  produced  upon 
the  declining  health  of  the  baroness.  Sta- 
tella  requested  that  the  ladies  might  be  in- 
formed  of  the  assurances  of  the  deep  inte- 
rest which  his  highness  the  viceroy  felt 
for  the  baron's  restoration,  and  which  be 
had  been  commissioned  to  deliver.  Fe- 
derioo  immediately  carried  the  message  to 
the  lady  Costanza  (who  would  not  leave 
her  mother  to  appear  at  the  banquet),  and 
brought  back  her  most  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments for  the  kindness  of  his  highness^ 
and  those  whom  he  had  deputed  to  act 
for  him.  The  signora  di  Solanto  endea- 
voured, but  in  vain,  to  restwe  her  mpthar 
to  hope  and  cheerfiilness ;  she  had  received 
a  shock  from  which  there  appeared  but 
iittle  chance  of  her  ever  recovering,  even 
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though  Solanto  hnnself  should  be  kistant* 
ly  restored. 

The  proceedings  at  Luna  Castle^  after 
the  murder  of  Ferrara,  had  been  much 
baffled  by  the  precautions  taken  by  don 
Giacomo.  The  Luna  party  had  hoped  he 
would  have  been  instigated  to  some  act  of 
hostility,  which  would  have  exposed  him 
to  their  arms;  but  so  well  was  the  castle 
jvatched  and  guarded,  and  so  strictly  wel^ 
its  inmate  confined  within  its  limits,  that 
no  occastoti  offered  to  gratify  their  increas- 
ing desire  for  slaughta*.  The  severe 
wound  of  Accurffl  d'Amato  also  confined 
him  so  dosely,  that  for  some  days  he  was. 
no  more  able  to  excite  others  to  action, 
than  to  unite  with  them  in  it  Anothar 
circumstance,  which  considerably  deranged 
their  plans,  was  the  prompt  and  decided 
steps  which  the  viceroy  appeared  about  to 
adopt  Till  the  arrival  of  Statella  in  Sci- 
acca,  they  bad  fondly  hoped  that  the  Im- 
perial mandate  would  have  compelled  the 
duca  to  quit  the  island  with  all  his  forces, 
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and^that  the  orders  of  those  who  were  to 
inarch  to  punish  their  offences  must  be 
countermanded ;  and  that  when  once  the 
army  had  quitted  Messina,  they  would  be 
able  to  act  free  from  the  fear  of  an  over- 
whelming force.  The  irritation  of  don  Si- 
gismund  was  continually  kept  up  by  the 
artifices  of  his  friend  Adriano,  and  the 
vehemence  of  the  countess,  who  seemed  to 
have  entered  into  the  conspimcy  with  all 
the  energy  she  possessed.  Her  pride  was 
gratified  in  contemplating  the  strength 
and  resources  of  the  house  of  Luna,  and- 
her  hatred  and  revenge  fully  satisfied  in 
the  anticipated  downfall  of  PeroUo.  To 
the  interference  of  her  cousin,  pope  Cle- 
ment, she  confidently  looked  for  the  Impe- 
rial pardon;  and  as  afiairs  between  the 
pontiff  and  Charles  wore  a  more  amicable 
aspect,  she  felt  no  fears  for  the  conclusion 
of  all  things  according  to  her  wishes.  The 
subject  of  Frahcisca  was  no  longer  one  of 
such  anxiety  as  it  had  been;  she  had  suc- 
ceeded in  overcoming  any  ill  impression 
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it  might  leave  upon  the  mind  of  Sigisv 
mund;  and  upon  the  full  acknowledg- 
ment  of  her  daughter's  rights,  Delia  Bar- 
dia  repeatedly  declared  his  intention  of  re- 
storing the  pledges  which  he  held^  and. 
which  she  was  so  aniuous  to  regain. 

The  feelings  of  the  party,  in  r^ard  to 
the  unhappy  &mily  of  Solanto,  were  va^ 
rious,  and  yet,  openly,  all  appeared  to  con- 
tinue most  anxious  for  the  completion  of 
the  count's  engagement  with  the  lady  Cos- 
tanza.  Don  Sigismund  felt  his  passion  in« 
crease  with  the  obstacles  to  its  gratifica- 
tion ;  he  would  almost  have  resigned  his 
hopes  of  vengeance  for  the  immediate  pos- 
session of  the  object  of  his  love ;  and  her 
present  protection  in  the  Casa  di  PeroUo 
appeared  amongst  the  heaviest  crimes  of 
Pandolfina.  The  affliction  under  which 
they  laboured  from  the  absence  of  the  ba- 
ron, was  a  subject  on  which  he  thought  as 
little  as  possible ;  and  when  it  did  occur, 
he  called  to  his  recollection  that  his  offered 
services  had  been  refused,  and  those  of  his. 
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enemy  accepted ;  and  this  excuse  was  ge«. 
nerally  the  antidote  by  which  he  quieted 
his  oonsdence  on  that  head. 

The  countess,  though  anxious  to  secure 
the  wealth  of  Solanto  to  her  son,  had  yet 
had  so  severe  a  proof  of  the  spirit  she' 
should  have  to  encounter  in  Costanza,  that 
she  bad  lost  much  of  her  real  anxiety  on 
the  subject ;  yet»  in  order  not  to  displease 
her  son,  she  still  kept  up  the  appearance  of 
being  most  sincere  in  the  cause,  and  did 
not  even  hint  at  the  pleasure  with  which 
she  should  receive  as  wealthy  a  bride,  with 
a  temper  more  obsequious  and  yielding. 

The  baron  Adriano,  the  great  mover  of 
all  the  actions,  and  many  of  the  thoughts, 
of  Sigismund  di  Luna,  in  this,  as  in  every 
thing  else,  consulted  entirely  his  own  ad- 
vantage and  gratification.  The  fury  he 
had  conceived  against  the  baron  for  the 
exposure  of  his  conduct,  and  the  slight, 
consideration  in  which  the  lady  Costanzar 
had  always  held  him,  had  steeled  him 
against  any  suffering  they  might  meet 
i|rith ;.  and  as  he  no  long^  counted  on  tbeL 
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power  and  support  of  the  baron  in  tibeir 
great  design  against  Percdlo,  he  had  no 
motive  to  wish  for  the  marriage ;  whilst, 
like  the  countess,  he  would  willingly  have 
transferred  the  count's  afiections  to  some 
female  in  whom  he  had  not  to  fear  a  coun* 
teracting  influence  over  his  mind ;  yet  he 
knew  the  passion  of  Luna  to  be  too  vio* 
lent  to  bear  opposition,  and  he  found  his 
jealousy  of  Federico  Perollo  at  all  times  a 
useful  weapon  in  his  hands,  wherewith  to 
raise  the  slumbering  fury,  or  to  stifle  the 
rising  feelings  of  moderation,  in  the  bosom 
of  his  friend. 

The  arrival  of  Statella  in  Sciacca  threw 
all  the  party  into  consternation,  and  their 
debates  upon  the  subject  were  long  and 
anxious.  To  avoid  the  punishment  they 
had  provoked,  or  openly  to  defy  it,  was 
the  alternative  to  which  they  appeared  re- 
duced, and  various  were  the  opinions  which 
were  given  on  the  different  methods  to  be 
pursued.  Adriano  was  inclined  to  tempo- 
rise — ^to  disperse  their  assembly  for  a  time 
-i-to  conced  the  principal  delinquents,  and^ 
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by  every  species  of  delay,  iq  endeavour  to 
thwart  the  le^al  proceedings,  until  the  pa- 
tience of  the  viceroy  should  be  worn  out, 
and  the  troops  ordered  to  their  final  desti- 
nation ;  and  when  dear  of  these  adversa- 
ries, he  smd,  they  might  again  assemble 
with  what  celerity  they  chose,  and  sate  their 
anger  against  Pandolfina  and  his  party. , 

To  this  Delia  Bardia,  Calandrino,  and  se- 
veral of  the  more  vehement  partisans,  ur- 
ged the  difficulty,  and  almost  impossibility, 
of  concealing  so  large  a  number  of  persons 
as  would  undoubtedly  be  involved  in  the 
proscription  dictated  by  the  vengeance  of 
.Perollo«  By  separation  also  they  would 
give  their  enemies  the  means  of  taking 
tiiem  singly ;  and'  without  a  hope'^of  deriv- 
ing any  advantage  from  resistance,  their 
force  would  then  be  exterminated,  and  the 
*  purpose  of  their  foe  effectually  secured 
through  their  weakness  and  irresolution. 
Upon  count  Luna  himself,  left  thus  unsup- 
poorted  and  undefended,  the  heaviest 
wrath  of  don  Giacomo  would  assuredly 
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be  poured,  and  not  only  would  they  be 
thus  subjected  to  present  punishment  and 
degradation,  but  every  future  hope  of  com- 
passing their  ends  would  be  annihilated. 

The  advocates  for  yielding  to  the  storm, 
and  withdrawing  from  its  influence,  de- 
clared the  impracticability  of  resisting, 
with  any  hopes  of  success,  the  powers  of 
the  viceroy,  united,  as  they  would  be, 
with  the  strength  of  PeroUp  and  his'friends, 
and  if  necessary,  by  aid  drawn  from  the 
neighbouring  towns ;  many  also  of  those 
in  Sciacca,  who  had  stood  as  neutrals  during 
the  contest  of  the  rival  families,  would  con- 
sider themselves  as  obliged  to  take  part 
with  the  representative  of  the  Imperial 
power,  and  professed  supporters  of  law 
and  justice. 

Don  Sigismund,  though  unwilling  to 
give  up  his  plan,  and  disband  his  men, 
though  conscious  of  the  heavy  accusations 
which,  in  all  probability,  would  be  brought 
against  himself,  yet  could  not  but  confess 
the  fruitless  prospect  offered  by  open  re- 
sistance.    With  respect  to  the  deaths  of 
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Hie  younger  Margieri  and  Scanzarella,  he 
considered  tbenni  as  the  chances  of  a  hos- 
tile skirmish,  for  which  no  disgrace  could 
attach  to  bis  party ;  but  the  murder  of 
Fenrara,  even  in  his  eyes,  appeared  an  act 
of  intemperate  barbarity.  It  was  not, 
however,  now  a  question  as  to  what  had 
been  done,  but  what  course  they  must  for 
the  future  pursue,  to  ensure  their  safety, 
and  provide  for  their  ultimate  success  in 
the  contest. 

A  medium  between  the  two  opinions 
which  had  divided  the  party,  was  pro- 
posed by  Pugiades,  and  met  with  appro- 
bation from  all  but  Delia  Bardia,  Ferrante 
Luchese,  and  Calogero  Calandrino.  His 
advice  was,  that  the  principal  actors  in  the 
late  scenes  should  return  to  Bivonia,  where 
the  great  body  of  their  forces  still  remain- 
ed ;  that  the  rest  of  the  party  in  Sciacca 
should  continue  where  they  were,  with- 
out shewing  themselves  openly,  or  mak- 
ing any  display  of  opposition ;  not  refusing 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  viceregal  messeur 
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cgdifSf  but  keeping  entirety  idtit  of  their  ^nty, 
.Mid  by  ^very  device  cfeating  diffieuUy 
and  delay ;  and  should  eifcutnstances  id- 
low  of  resistance,  oc  the  stffety  of  tkdr 
x^hieftdin,  count  liuna,  be  endangered,  he 
/would  still  have  force  etioi^h  about  him 
•to'ddiaid  his  castle  £>r  some  time»  until, 
^by  treaty,  some  terms  might  be  procured. 
**  Which,**  added  Adriano,  ^  we  may 
keep  or  break,  as  we  may  heireafter  'find 
most  to  our  advantage,** 

'^  No,  signor  barone,**  said  Fumades, 
**  warm  as  I  am  in  the  cause,  and  devoted 
to  count  Luna,  I  should  consider  it  no  act 
of  jfriendship  towards  him,  to  bring  disho- 
nour on  his  name  and  party,  by  compiD- 
-roising  our  good  faith  even  with  don  Gia- 
c^mo  PeroUo/* 

'^  Such  sentiments,**  said  Feralta,  with 
some  slight  appearance  of  shame  at  the  re- 
,  proof,  "  are^proper  to  be  held  out  in  pub- 
lic, but  we  shall  find  them  useless  in- 
cumbrances in  our  present  conflict  with  a 
.power  so  superior  to  our  own.** 

Don  Sigismund  interrupted  theconver* 
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mioMk^  and  gave  his  most  decided  appro^ 
batixm  to  die  counsel  of  don  Micliele,  in 
wiudb  he  was  followed  by  a  large  majority; 
and  it  was  determined  immediately  to  re* 
biOYe  from  Sciaoca  Accursi  d'AmatOi  Fer* 
nnte  Luchese,  Pietro  Infbntanetta,  and 
tfaoae  men  who  had  been  concerned  in  the 
attack  on  Maigieri,  and  secretly  to  retain 
die  feat  of  their  forces. 

The  day  before  Federico  and  Gaetano 
were  to  leave  Sciaoca,  the  latter  entered 
the  apartment  where  the  baroness  usually 
paaasd  the  morning  with  her  younger  chil- 
AreB,  with  whom  the  good  temper  and  per-* 
petudl  dieerfolness  of  Pignatelli  made 
him  a  rery  greet  fiivourite;  and  in  a  mo^ 
metit  i^e  boy  had  found  employment  for 
him,  in  shewing  the  best  way  tonew  fea^ 
ther  his  arrows,  and  to  new-string  the  bow 
with  which  he  intended  to  perform  mar* 
yels  against  the  Luna  party;  for  all  the 
moderation  of  the  baroness  could  not  pre- 
sent those  who  attended  her  children  from 
teaching  them  that  the  house  of  Luna 
were  foes* 
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*^  I  promise  you,"  said  Gaetanc^  ''  tkat 
when  I  return,  I  will  bring  you  the  best 
bows  and  arrows  in  Sicily,  if  you  will  not 
insist  on  my  repairing  these  just  now,  for 
I  came  to  beg  your  mamma  would  in- 
dulge  .me  in  half  an  hour's  con  versaticm." 

"  Willingly,"  said  the .  baroness ;  and 
giving  permission  to  the  boy  to  seek  his 
brother  in  the  armoury,  and  to  the  girls  to 
go  to  Marguerita,  she  remained  alone  with 
Gaetano,  who  now  seemed  hesitating  what 
to  say ;  at  last  smiling,  and  sitting  down- 
by  the  baroness,  he  said — '^  I  am  not  dear 
that  you  will  not  think  me  v^  absurd^  or 
perhaps  very  vain,  but  I  can  think  of  no 
way  so  likely  to  be  right,  as  one  which  will 
involve  your  excellenza  a  little  in  my  ac* 
tions" 

"  My  young  friend,  what  ails  you  ?" 

"  Nothing,  I  believe,  except  that  I  be- 
gin to  think  that  I  have  caught  the  com- 
plaint of  Federico,  and  fallen  in  love.  I- 
confess,  indeed,  I  do  not  feel  in  any  danger 
of  dying  immediately  of  ray  passicHi,  and 
that  I  have  still  some   very   ungallant 
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doubtsof  such  things  ever  taking  place;  but 
I  .think  that  I  should  live  very  much  hap- 
pier,  and  perhaps  a  little  longer,  if  I  could 
pass  my  future  years  with  the  signora  Lan- 
dolini.  I  am  afraid  I  shall  explain  myself 
badly»  but  what  I  mean  to  say  is,  that  I 
am  conscious  of  a  degree  of  attention  to 
Marguerita^  which,  merely  as  her  father's 
^end,  I  should  not  have  been  justified  in 
jewing.  I  know  not  if  it  has  been  agree* 
able  to  her  or  otherwise,  or  if  she  has 
thought  enough  about  me,  unconnected 
with  her  father,  to  have  observed  it ;  for 
under  so  recent  an  afi9iction,  to  have  sought 
such  knowledge,  would  have  been  to  in- 
sult her  feelings ;  and  going,  as  I  am  now, 
with  the  chances  of  war  against  my  return, 
I  would  not  seek  to  involve  her  in  any  en* 
gagement,  even  if  I  were  sure  I  could  per- 
suade her  to  it  But,  my  dear  madame,  I 
do  not  think  it  generous  or  honourable  in 
a  man,  after  particular  attentions,  to  leave 
any  doubt  of  his  sentiments  with  the  lady ; 
the  world  does  excuse  such  things,  but  I 
could  not ;  and  what  I  would  request  of 
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she  will  bear  ft  ftiodt  farouwibly,  of  tny  titi^ 
dtettible  respect  and  afiection  fbr  ber,  my 
earnest  desiife  to  devote  niy  KRi  tte  the?  fiajpu 
piness  of  hers ;  and  to  say  fiiirther,  thiA 
Aodgb  she  is  perfectly  free,  my  gresftesf 
indulgence  will  be  thinking  Kiyself  bowMi 
to  her  tiH  she  forbids  toe  to  do  so.* 

•^  Excelleht  yourtg  ifl*w!*  i^d  tlte  hA* 
rdhesisf,  whilst  ber  cbunteiiariee  shewed  how 
i^e  estimated  such  tinconltooii  deiiestey 
<md  gene*owty  of  fetHi^, 

"  Dottot  prahe  hlei''  siaid  Gfeetatw,  ^fclt 
IMde^ourtng  to  appropi^te  the  wdMrMd 
W^ortli  of  Maa^uerita :  and  t  fmte  y^t  «tt» 
other  ci6mmissfon  to  trodbie  you  witfte 
This  packet,  if  I  return  in  siafety^  you  will 
restore  to  me ;  if  otherwise,  it  is  for  Mar- 
guerifej  afnd  will  gix^e  her  the  (»rfy  thing 
^hich  would,  I  believe,  add  to  her  ooni- 
fort  noir — I  nlean  the  power  of  shewing 
that  independence  of  the  unequalled  boun« 
ty  of  yourself  and  the  baron  would  not 
abdte  her  respect  or  affection  towards  you.** 

"  My  dear  young  friend,  Federico  ever 
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spoke  of  your  vrorth  with  so  much  enthu* 
siasm,  that  I  ought  not  to  be  surprised  at 
what  you  now  do ;  but  I  must  be  heart- 
less indeed  if  I  received  such  prooft  of 
them  unmoved.  I  trust  and  hope  my 
lovely  prot^gie  will  receive,  in  your  safe 
fetum,  the  most  precious  gift  Heaven  can^ 
bestow  upon  her.  But  let  me  ac^  you 
one  question.  Should  you  not  consult 
your  uncle,  ere  you  dispose  either  of  your 
fortune  or  your  hand  ?'* 

••  No,  my  dear  madame,  not  m  this  in-^ 
stance ;  I  am  more  than  of  age  to  act  for  » 
myself^  and  my  fortune  is  in  my  own 
power;  though  not  large,  it  issuffident 
to  support  our  rank.  If  I  am  so  happy  as 
to  be  accepted  by  the  signora  Landolini,  I 
shall  bring  into  my  family  one  whose 
name  is  fully  equal  to  my  own ;  and  if  my 
nnde  ol]gected,  he  would  be  unjust,  and 
therefore  unwcwrthy  of  attention;  and 
though  I  liave  all  due  respect  for  a  natural 
guardian,  still  I  should  not  choose  to  be 
idwaysinleadmg-strings;  and  if  I  suiSered 
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any  ideas  of  my  unple's  future  wealth  to 
•make  me  ^trifle  with  the  feelings '  of  an 
amiable  woman,  I  should  deserve  to  be 
left  in  the  world  alone,  without  one  tie  of 
friendship  or  affection  to  delight  my  youth, 
or  to  cheer  my  age.  But  I  have  taken  up 
your  time  unmercifully  with  my  egotism ; 
allow  me  to  thank  you  for  your  indul- 
gence." 

.  ^*  From  the  character  of  his  highness/' 
said  the  baroness,  *'  there  is  little  danger 
of  his  disapprobation ;  and  upon  one  con- 
dition I  will  freely  and  willingly  accept 
the  office  you  have  thought  proper  to  con- 
fer upon  me ;  and  this  condition  is,  that 
you  inform  the  duca  de  Monteleone,  im- 
mediately upon  your  arrival  in  Messina, 
of  the  steps  which  you  have  now  taken/' 

"  Most  readily,"  replied  Gaetano ;  "  it 
is  far  from  my  wish  or  intention  that  there 
should  be  any  thing  clandestine  in  an  en- 
gagement upon  which  I  shall  always  look 
with  pride  and  satisfaction." 

"  These  love-tales  of  yourself  and  Feder 
rico,"  said  the  baroness,  with    a  smile. 
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•*  come  to  light  under  strange  auspices — 
in  the  midst  of  discord  and  preparation  for 
war.** 

**  All  will  end  at  length  in  peace  and 
amity,''  said  Pignatelli. 

"  Heaven  make  you  a  true  prophet,  my 
young  friend !  I  cannot  but  feel  the  anx- 
iety which  the  present  time  produces ;  the 
events  of  both  your  declarations  have  gi- 
ven me  a  deep  and  lasting  satisfaction." 

They  conversed  for  some  time  on  the 
subject  of  Marguerita,  with  whose  charac- 
ter her  kind  protectress  had  every  day  ad- 
ditional cause  to  be  captivated. 

Gaetano  listened  with  no  little  deliglit 
to  so  grateful  a  subject,  and  had  never 
thought  the  baroness  herself  half  so  charm- 
ing. From  the  discussion  of  his  affairs, 
they  wandered  to  those  of  Fed^erico  and 
Costanza. 

*^  I  am  most  anxious,"  said  his  mother, 
^  for  the  event  of  the  proceedings  which 
will  be  instituted  by  the  barone  Mundino, 
in  regard  to  the  recovery  of  our  lost  friend. 
The  restoration  of  the  baron  Solanto  would^ 
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I  hope,  confirtn  our  happiness ;  but  should 
no  information  be  procured  relative  to 
his  mysterious  absence,  I  tremble  for  the 
consequences.  The  baroness  cannot  long 
be  supported  in  her  present  state  of  weak- 
ness and  exhaustion ;  and,  in  case  of  her 
death,  the  natural  guardians  of  the  lady 
Costanza  may  place  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
their  union,  which  may  be  insurmount- 
able.'' 

"  A  more  proper  connexion  than  with 
the  heir  of  Pandolfina  cannot,  I  should 
think,  be  found,"  replied  Pignatelli ;  "and 
as  the  inclination  of  the  parties  is  so  pow- 
erful a  plea,  I  doubt  not  but  the  influence 
of  don  Giacomo  could  procure  an  Imperial 
mandate,  which  would  set  all  debate  upon 
the  subject  entirely  at  rest." 

**  Federico  could  scarcely  be  more  san- 
guine, or  more  ready  in  devising  expedients 
to  remove  all  the  difficulties  in  his  way, 
than  you  are,  signor." 

The  conversation  was  interrupted,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  day  was  passed  in  rather 
melancfady  anticipation  of  the  parting  on 
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the  morrow.  The  baron  and  Statelh  had 
held  a  long  deliberation  on  the  question  cf 
dismissing  the  troops.  The  flight  of  AC* 
cursi  d'Amato  and  his  companions  from 
Sciaoea  was  soon  known,t  a»  his  friends 
wished  not  to  conce^  it,  and  seemed  to  de* 
clare  the  intentions  of  his  party  to  submit 
without  a  struggle  to  legal  authority. 

A  summons  which  was  sent  to  coant 
Luna  to  appear  before  the  tribunal,  was 
received  without  any  sign  of  hostility  or 
resistance,  and  no  preparation  seemed  mak- 
ing by  the  party,  which  carried  any  show 
of  their  intention  to  resort  to  acts  of  vio- 
lence^ either  to  defend  themselves^  or  op- 
pose  their  judges. 

Upon  these  grounds,  2a\d  from  the;Con- 
sideration  of  the  advantage  it  would  be  to 
the  Imperial  arms  to  set  the  troops  at  fi-- 
berty>  and  shew  that  no  intanal  discord 
made  the  retaining  garrisons  in  the  isluid 
necessary  to  keep  the  public  peace,  the 
baron  Pandolfiua  was  desirous  to  expedite 
their  return. 

Stfitella  also  was  anxious  to  shew  his  f<A^ 


e 


aSO  THE  FEUDS  OF 

wardness  and  activity  in  the  cause  of  his 
Imperial  master,  and  to  anticipate  the 
wishes  of  the  viceroy. 

Don  Paolo  Ferollo  alone  resisted  the 
opinion  of  the  others ;  and  such  was  the 
weight  he  possessed,  that  the  delay  of  a 
day  or  two  was  granted,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain what  effect  the  commencement  of  tlie 
legal  proceedings  would  have  upon  count 
Luna  and  his  partisans. 

Sentence  of  banishment  and  outlawry 
was  passed  against  Delia  Bardia,  Lu- 
chese,  and  Infontanetta,  as  principals  in 
the  murders  of  the  younger  Margieri  and 
Scanzarella,.  against  which  accusation  they 
had  neglected  to  appear  to  vindicate  them- 
selves. Giorgio  Erasta,  a  vassal  of  the  ba- 
ron Adriano^  who  had  been  one  of  the 
murderers  of  don  Geronirao  Ferrara,  and 
who  was  taken  as  he  endeavoured  to  es- 
cape from  the  city,  was  sentenced  to  death, 
and  executed  on  the  day  following.  Yet 
no  symptoms  appeared  of  any  commotion, 
or  of  any  intention  of  resistance  on  the 
part  of  don  Sigismund ;  it  was  true  that 
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He  had  neglected  to  appear  before  the  tri- 
bunal, but  had  excused  himself  for  so  dor 
ing ;  and  although  the  reasons  stated  for 
this  neglect  were  trivial  and  groundless, 
yet  the  (Bering  them  shewed  a  disposition 
to  yield  to  the  power  of  the  law ;  and  doa 
Fa(doy  though  he  did  not  approve,  could 
no  longer  expose  the  departure  of  the 
troops,  which  wa&  accordingly  decided 
upon  without  delay. 

Federico  had,  iu  this  interval,  obtained 
loiother  interview  with  Costanza,  in  which 
she  had  confessed  the  pleasure  she  should 
feel  at  his  return ;  and,  should  it  meet  the 
wishes  of  her  £unily,.  in  complying  with 
his^  entreaties  to  unite  her  fate  with  hi&t.  • 
The  gratitude  of  FeroUo  wa&  boundless, 
and  he  anticips^d,  with  little  doubt,  th9 
speedy  release  of  Solanto  fix>m  the  capti^ 
vity  in  whidbi  he  was  held,  though  little 
information  had  yet  been  obtained  upon 
the  subject 

The  young  men  were  admitted,  at  their 
particular  request,  to  take  leave  of  the  bft- 
nHiess,   who,    notwithstanding  her  own 
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gtieC  pntDok  in  the  mxtow  of  the  fiunitf 
St  this  sepUBtion.  She  thmked  them 
both  lor  Ihe  kmd  attentioo  they  hid  ihewn 
her  sioee  dieir  first  meetii^  md  witii 
wieliTirhcly  Miticiprtioii  feretoid  that  tbey 
flbocld  meet  no  more.  Both  endeaToiRed 
to  dheer  her  qiirits,  br  the  aasorsnce  that 
her  joixxtT  would  he  remored  by  the  esr 
ertinxs  which  the  bnon  Mundino  was 
znakiT^  md  br  the  eonfesaons  which 
wncld  he  eaiturted  fiom  the  adherents  of 
Ixsu :  ud  that,  when  once  her  mind  was 
riidiagJ  ti^  empoiure;  she  weald  fed  her 
fgjyjitfh  TCtara.  and  thtf  ther  should  soon 
t^  moeiTe  iDtdfigence  of  her  rapid 


« « « 


TSe  hariVKSS  slioek  her  head,  and  with 
£?vffie  ^jgaygg^  fcr  thesr  health  and  happi^ 
7tf^9^  Sadf  then  a  fiod  adieu. 

IVr  l^Sa«ca*^  w^s  oocnpied,  daring  the 
fHK^M^  wart  oif  The  erenmg,  with  bu»- 
Y^^  Of"  zsKroctrxt? :  tfce  bGLT^ness  Pandd^ 
Idfuw  tKx;^  aKTxxr^  and  sad  yet,  fix>m 
tV  t^i*  fl^ptSnr  Of"  her  ususl  manner^ 
iJW«<^  Nmt  1w*!1^  bet  Btde ;  whilst  the 
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Qbuntan  Sambuca's  lamentaticms  were  loud 
and  iuieeasing. 

.  Neither  Federico  nor  Gaetano  had  been 
particularly  assiduous  in  cultivating  her 
Mqaauitance ;  but  she  had  chosen  to  con- 
eeive  ayiolent  friendship  for  the  latter, 
and  to  profess  a  sisterly  regard  for  the 
fetmer.  From  the  time  that  the  orders 
for  their  departure  had  arriyed,  she  had, 
at  convenient  times,  when  the  coAnt  was 
not  in  the  way,  chosen  to  suffer  the  most 
violent  hysterics  at  the  mentiob  of  their 
parting,  and  now  bewailed,  in  all  the 
terms  of  dcispair  she  could  find,  the  sad  lost 
i9ie  should  experience. 

The  bevoness  Fandolfina  paid  as  little 
attention  as  pditeness  would  dlow  to  the 
tiresome  details  and  incessant  qi^stions  of 
the  lady,  and  generally  permitted  her  to 
engross  all  the  conversation,  which  made 
the  countess  differ  from  mkny  <^  her  fe« 
male  friends,  in  thinking  the  wife  of  don 
Giacomo  vastly  agreeaUe ;  and  when  the 
lady  of  Cosmo  Luchese,  or  of  Geronimo 
Ferollo,  complained  that  the  pride  of  th« 
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baroness  made  her  reserved  and  unsocid^ 
and  only  permitted  her  to  bow  her  head 
when  they  entered  the  room,  and  to  do 
the  same  when  they  quitted  it,  the 
countess  vehemently  defended  the  el^ant 
and  courtly  politeness  with  which  her  be- 
loved baroness  listened  to  her  conversa- 
tion—" An  example,"  she  generally  re- 
marked with  a  significant  look,  *^  whrcb  it 
would  be  well  if  the  other  ladies  in  Sciac- 
ca  were  to  follow." 

On  the  present  occasion,  the  volubility 
of  the  countess  was  not  likely  to  be  check* 
ed ;  the  baroness  was  more  than  common- 
ly silent,  Costanza  was  with  her  mother, 
and  MargUerita  felt  all  her  sorrows  return 
at  the  idea  of  losing  her  two  friends. 

Federico  had,  by  his  kindness  and  fra* 
temal  tenderness,  excited  in  her  heart  the 
affection  of  a  sister  towards  him ;  but 
when  she  thought  on  the  departure  of  Gae- 
tano,  it  was  with  still  deeper  feelings  of 
regret ;  these  she  attributed  to  the  light  in 
which  she  had  always  considered  him,  as 
the  fiiend  of  her  father,  a  tie  which  grief 
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had  consecrated  in  hcfr  eyes ;  nor  did  she 
exmoiDe  her  sentiments  towards  Fignatelli  ^ 
with  the  scrutiny  she  might  have  done. 
Had  she  suspected  that  any  more  tender 
feeling  lurked  in  the  bosom  of  dther.  She 
now  sat  beside  the  baroness,  weeping  in 
alienee  at  the  thoughts  of  the  approaching 
separatioUj  and  unheeditig  the  incessant 
detail  of  the  miseries  which  a£B[icted  ma* 
dame  Sambuea. 

;  **  And  after  you  are  gone,''  said  the  lat- 
ter to  Gaetano,  ^  the  baron  del  Mundino 
will  depart^  and  his  officers  and  lawyers^ 
and  we  shall  return  to  our  usual  stupid 
State,  without  another  murder,  or  any  thiRg 
to  do  tiU  the  feast" 

"  !Tis  a  pity  your  excellenza  cannot  con- 
trive another  encount^  with  the  countess 
CaltabeUotta,  to  pass  y<>ur  time  in  a  more 
enlivening  manner,"  replied  Gaetano. 

**  Pray,  signor  Fignatelli,  don't  men* 
tion  that  dreadful  person ;  it  is  getting 
quite  late  in  the  evening,  and  I  never  like 
to  think  of  her  wh^n  it  is  dark.** 

*'  It  really  would  not  astonish  me,"  he 


bAA,  *  fftiie:  present  bad  aapMt  of  her  fii». 
nSty  affiiirs  were  to  indooe  her  ti»  entst' 
info  a  omnpaot  with  the  evil:  i^irit ;  atidr 
possessed  of  suparnatimtl  powers^  she  woiiidi 
indeed  be  a  dk-eadfiil  dntagoiuJsf 

I  only  wcHider,'*  said  the  couatassj^ 

how  I  ever  survived  the  ftirf  she  was  ill 
at  the  cassinoy  and  di  finr  nothing.  I  only 
jnst  hinted  at  the  reports  about  the  la^' 
Lucretia,  whom  she  most  cerfaiisfy  4kib 
murder,  and  said  something  to  Cktitattza 
abaiit  Fedaioo^  when  she  had  the  md^ 
ness  to  call  me  hovrible  niftnM^  and  to 
sifeonn  and  Mve  ai»  if  I  had  effended  her^  dhr 
CMded  the  testoration  of  the  hdy :  but  i^ 
tell  me  something  to  put  her  honSble 
image  out  of  my  thoughts,  or  I.  shall  not 
dare  to  go  to  bed  to-night** 

*•  Win  not  our  final  departure  do  that?** 
asked  the  gentleman;  ^  we  start  at  an 
early  hour,  and  shall  not  meet  to-mon-ow.** 

'^  How  inhuman,**  she  replied,  in  a  dole* 
fill  voice,  **  to  remind  me  with  such  indi& 
ference  of  the  event  which  I  have  been  aQ 
day  depl<»ring  1** 
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^  If  we  were  not  the  two  ibost  ibodest 
men  in  the  island,"  replied  Federico, "  your 
Hattery,  my  kind  cousin,  would  raise  our 
\^anity  to  an  insufferable  height."* 

^VPray,  Federioo,  don't  make  yourself 
agreeable  now,  or  it  will  be  still  more 
dreadful  to  lose  you." 

•^  You  return  to  Sambuca,"  he  continu- 
ed, ^  as  I  understand  from  the  count,  in  a 
few  days-— our  absence,  therefore,  will  be  a 
less  misfortune." 

The  lady  now  began  to  weep. 

**  The  country  around  your  castte  is 
beautiful,  I  am  told,  signora." 

^  H(»Tible !  dreadful !"  said  the  lady. 
^  Hills  and  valleys,  mountains,  corn-fields, 
and  vineyards,  are  all  we  see ;  the  most 
tiresome  things  in  life !  I,  who  doat  upon 
a  long  straight  street,  a  house  with  plenty 
of  windows,  and  people  always  passing  be- 
fbre  them,  to  go  to  a  vile  dismal  castle^  with 
nothing  to  look  at  but  groves  and  vine- 
yards, or  the  castle  walls ;  and  to  be  im- 
mured with  only  my  monkey  and  my  hus- 
band.   Santissima  Madre !  where  is  there 
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SO  miserable  a  woman  as  Theresa  di  Sam- 
buca  r 

^'  And  have  you  no  ca&tiies  in  your  neigh- 
bourhood, in  which  there  are  resident  fa- 
milies, that  you  are  driven  to .  so  small  a 
domestic  circle  as  one  man  and  a  monkey?" 
asked  Gaetano. 

"  Oh  yes,"  rq)lied  the  lady,  *^  there  are, 
to  be  sure,  some  people  at  no  great  dis- 
tance ;  but  there  is  something  dreadful  at- 
tached to  them  all.  Our  nearest  neigh- 
bour, the  baroness  San  Filippo,  was  very 
agreeable,  till  she  was  pointed  out  by  Sam 
buca  as  a  person  who  ought  to  be  an  ex 
ample  to  me;  and  being  told  that  she  was 
a  charming  woman,  on  several  disagree- 
aUe  occasions,  I  have  never  been  aUe  to 
bear  her  since,  and  am  resolved  notto  enter 
her  castle  gates  again." 

Don  Paolo  and  the  baron  Fandolfina 
how  entered;  the  latter  had  some  final 
communications,  which  he  wished  Giaetano 
to  convey  to  his  uncle ;  and  the  countess 
was  compelled  to  give  up  her  auditor^ 
without  a  hope  of  finding  another. 
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The  party  remained  together  till  a  lat6 
hour,  as  if  each  was  unwilling,  by  retiring, 
to  give  the  signal  for  separation.  At  last 
don  Paolo  rose  to  say  "  Good  night,"  add- 
ing— ^  we  have  been  indulging  our  own 
feelings,  at  the  expence  of  the  rest  our 
young  friends  will  need,  who  are  to  start 
so  early." 

Kindly  embracing  them  both,  he  wish- 
ed  them  ail  that  was  good  for  them,  and 
that  they  might  return  to  the  same  assem- 
bled friends,  when  the  feuds  of  party  had 
ieeased  in  Sciacca. 

Gaetano  took  an  affectionate  leave  of  all 
before  Marguerita,  and  when  he  kissed  her 
cheek,  and  bade  farewell,  she  burst  into 
tears,  and  fled  from  the  apartment 

The  baron  and  baroness  remained  with 
Federico  long  after  the  rest  had  dispersed, 
and  put  violence  on  their  own  inclina- 
tions in  desiring  him  to  lie  down  for  a  few 
hours. 

They  were  with  him  again,  at  his  short 
repast,  before  setting  out ;  and  as  the  ba- 
ron embraced  him  at  parting,  he  said — '*  I 
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wished  you  to  go,  my  son ;  yet  I  now  feel 
worse  than  a  woman  at  losing  you.  Hea^ 
ven  s^d  you  safely  back  again,  to  gladden 
your  paternal  home !    Farewell !" 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


Hark!  Peace! 
It  was  the  owl  that  shrieked,  the  fatal  belhnan, 
Which  gives  the  sternest  good  night — he  is  about  it. 

Shakespeare. 

It  had  required  all  the  art  and  plausibili- 
ty of  the  baron  Adriano,  to  keep  the  spirit 
of  don  Sigismund  from  bursting  into  open 
violence  during  the  days  of  Statella's  in- 
quiries. To  the  summons  which  was  de- 
livered to  himself^  he  would  have  return- 
ed an  open  defiance,  but  the  self-possesskm 
(£  his  friend  overcame  the  impetuosity  of 
Luna,  and  he  succeeded  in  keeping  him 
quiet. 

The  sentence  of  outlawry  and  banish-^ 
ment  pronounced  against  Delia  Bardia^ 
Luchese,  and  Infontuietta,  had  been  treat- 
ed by  Adriano  with  ridicule  and  contempiti 

VOL.  III.  M 
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The  execution  of  Erasta  had  required 
more  skill  to  palliate ;  the  blood  of  Luna 
mounted  indignantly  at  the  thought  of 
abandoning  even  one  of  his  inferior  fol- 
lowers to  a  shameful  death ;  but  with  cold- 
hearted  policy  Adriano  argued  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  leaving  him  to  his  fate :  such 
an  act  of*  forbearance,  he  pleaded,  would 
do  more  towards  lulling  the  suspicions  of 
their  enemies^  than  all  the  protestations 
their  whole  party  could  make,  and  would 
do  more  to  facilitate  their  purposes  than 
the  additional  power  of  an  hundred  men. 
Giorgio  Erasta  was  one  of  his  own  im- 
mediate followers,  and  it  suited  the  pur- 
j><6se  of  Adriano  at  the  time  to  make  him 
6frt  a  worthless  character ;  although  his 
erime  had  been  obedience  to  his  chieftain 
in  an  hour  of  drunken  enthusiasm,  though 
during  his  life  he  had  been  extolled  as  one 
of  his  mosi  trustworthy  adherents,  he  now 
discovered  in  him  "every  crime  which  could 
disgrace  human  nature,  joined  with  a  ten- 
dispcy  to  treachery  and  deceit,  which  would 
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make  his  death,  even  from  themselves,  an 
act  of  justice  and  prudence. 

Sigismund  did  not  attempt  to  defend  a 
character  of  which  he  knew  so  little ;  yet 
still  he  argued  with  obstinacy  and  perti- 
nacity on  the  want  of  spirit  it  would  ma- 
nifest in  himself  to  submit  to  such  an  in- 
sult 

Rnally,  however,  Adrian  o's  persever- 
ance succeeded ;  don  Sigismund  gave  up 
the  point,  and  Giorgio  Erasta  died  by  the 
hands  of  the  common  executioner — a,  fate 
he  justly  merited,  for  the  slaughter  of  the 
gentle  and  generous  Fdrrara ;  but  the  ig- 
nominy thrown  upon  his  character  by  Pe- 
ralta  was  an  injustice  his  very  crime  ren- 
dered more  iniquitous. 

The  first  tidings  which  were  brought  to 
Luna  Castle,  of  the  intended  return  of  the 
troops  immediately,  were  scarcely  credited 
by  any  of  the  party ;  but  when  their  doubts 
were  changed  into  certainty,  the  exultation 
of  Adriano  was  unbounded,  and  the  most 
tumultuous  satisfaction  was  expressed  by 
til  the  adherents  of  count  Luna. 

MS 
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All  the  leaders  who  were  concealed  in- 
Sdacca  were  summoned  to  n  midnight^ 
council  in  the  Castel  di  Luna,  where  ccHi- 
gratulation  and  unanimity  prevailed.  The. 
slight  check  which  had,  for  a  whil^  im- 
peded their  career,  Wmed  to  have  added 
tenfold  strength  to  their  fury,  and  the 
most  decisive  measures  were  instantly 
agreed  upon.  Every  individual  was  to 
collect  his  utmost  number  of  adherents^ 
and  Adriano  was  to  repair  as  secretly  as 
possible  to  Bivonia,  to  prepare  Ddla  Bar-^ 
dia  and  his  companions  to  accompany  the 
forces  which  still  remained  in  readiness  to 
march  to  Sciacca. 

The  wounds  which  Accursi  had  receiv- 
ed were  so  severe,  that  it  was  with  some 
difficulty  he  was  conveyed  to  Bivonia,  and 
for  a  day  or  two  after  his  arrival  there,  he 
su£fered  exceedingly  from  his  journey,  and 
was  strictly  ordered  by  his  medical  attend- 
ants to  remain  perfectly  quiet  His  desire 
of  getting  over  to  San  Bartolomeo  was  ex- 
treme ;  but  for  some  time  he  felt  the  utter 
.  impossibility  of  doing  it ;  however  he  had 
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determined  on  making  the  attempt^  though 
in  direct  opposition  to  the  opinion  of  his 
sui^geon,  when  Adriano  arrived  with  the 
important  intelligence  of  the  project  which 
was  oil  foot,  in  consequence  of  the  impru- 
dence of  Statella  and  PeroUo. 

It  now  required  no  great  powers  of  per- 
suasion to  induce  him  to  remain  two  or 
three  days  longer  qtiiet,  that  he  might  riot 
be  incapacitated  from  joining  in  the  ensu- 
ing actioins ;  and,  at  the  end  of  that  time, 
he  was  judged  sufficiently  recovered  to 
proceed  to  Sciacca. 

He  set  out  late  in  the  evening,  and  made 
his  way  into  the  dty  through  the  Casa  di 
Bifimtanetta.  His  first'object  was  to  seek 
the  countess,  to  whom  he  was  generally 
a  most  unwelcome  visitor,  but  one  to 
whom  she  dared  not  at  any  time  refuse 
adnOiission. 

*•  1  am  come,  signora,**  he  said,  **  for  the 
purpose  of  making  some  final  arrangement 
with  you  respecting  the  property  of  the 
bafoness  della  Bardia.  I  wish  not  to  en^ 
ier  into  any  unpleasant  dSseussion  with 
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don  Sigismund  ;  but,  in  the  uncertain 
state  of  our  affairs,  it  is  right  and  proper 
that  some  precautions  should  be  taken^  to 
secure  her  property,  beyond  the  power  of 
any  accident  which  may  happen  to  h«r 
brother  or  myself.  In  case  of  the  fall  of 
the  count,  it  is  requisite  to  have  her  claims 
duly  acknowleged ;  and  the  only  means  of 
their  being  clearly  determined,  is  by  a 
declaration  of  her  birth  from  yourself  and 
count  Luna,  upon  the  assembly  of  our 
family  connexions.*'  : 

The  countess  M'^as  uncertain  what  reply 
to  make ;  at  length  she  said — "  Don  Sigis- 
mund has  consented  to  receive  his  sister-^ 
why  press  the  matter  at  a  time  like  this, 
and  before  the  event  which  was  fixed  on 
as  a  period  to  concealment  has  taken 
place  r 

"  Your  excellenza  would  be  happy  to 
defer  my  rights  till  this  marriage  of  the 
count's  has  been  completed :  its  ever  tak- 
ing place  now  appears  so  doubtful,  that  I 
am  not  disposed  to  wait  for  it;  events 
have  not  succeeded  to  your  expectations. 
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and  I  am  too  much  the  master  of  your 
actions  not  to  make  whatever  terms  I 
please.^ 

"  And  do  you  expect  me  to  live  a  slave 
to  your  insulting  tyranny  ?" 

"  That  is  a  matter  which  is  at  the  choice 
of  your  excellenza ;  the  influence  you  pos- 
sess over  count  Luna  is  unbounded,  and 
it  is  my  intention  to  avail  myself  of  it. 
You  may,  as  you  think  proper,  obey  my 
commands,  or  provoke  my  vengeance  by 
resisting  them.  Your  imperious  spirit  I 
have  known  before  crouch  beneath  the 
dread  of  the  discoveries  I  can  make :  need 
I  recount  the  particulars  of  our  first  private 
conference,  when — 


n 
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No !"  exclaimed  the  lady,  with  vehe- 
mrace :  "  were  there  no  other  punishment 
for  my  ofience  than  that  which  I  have  suf« 
fered  from  your  insolence,  that  deed  were 
deeply  avenged." 

Your  excellenza,**  pursued  Accursi^ 
has  perhaps  forgotten  the  first  efiusions 
of  your  frenzy  at  the  proofs  I  held — the 
ebullitions  of  passion,  which  subsided  into 
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tame  and  meek  compliance — the  number- 
less soothing  promises  with  whidi  yoa 
masked  your  intention  of  ridding  yourself 
of  such  a  torment  as  D'Amato.  The  change 
from  imperious  anger  to  sullen  fury,  and 
then  again  to  fawning  hypocrisy,  gave  me 
at  the  time  an  insight  into  the  various 
powers  of  your  capricious  soul,  which  are 
not  easily  forgotten." 

**  And  to  what  do  these  taunting  insults 
tend  ?"  asked  the  lady,  with  smothered  in- 
dignation. 

'*  Merely  to  point  out  the  impotence  of 
your  resistance." 

"  And  what  are  your  present  demands?" 

**  The  immediate  possession  of  the  pro- 
perty left  by  Peralta  to  my  wife,  the  ba- 
r<mess  della  Bardia,  the  daughter  of  Gio- 
vanni di  I^una,  and  a  full  adcnowledg- 
ment  of  a^Ther  claims  on  the  failure  of  her 
brother's  issue." 

"  Ai]id  you  mean  to  bring  h«  oVer, 
and  present  her  to  her  family  immedi- 
ately ?" 

^  J^robably  not^"  said  Accursi ;  •'  there 
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can  be  no  reason  for  involving  Tier  in  the 
present  scene  of  confusion  and  discord."* 

•*  Her  presence  may  probably  be  neces- 
saiy  in  the  arrangement  of  the  affiiirs^ 
whidi  are  intricate  and  complex^  and  had 
better  be  determined  after  the  bustle  in 
which  all  our  friends  and  family  are  now 
engaged  is  at  an  end.** 

**  It  is  my  will  to  have  the  matter  pub- 
licly and  openly  arranged  without  further 
dday.** 

"  Then,**  replied  the  countess,  "  Fran* 
dsca  must  herself  appear,** 

^'  Impossible  !**  said  Delia  Bardia,  with- 
out consideration :  **  it  would  be  useless,**  he 
added,  i^  and  is  not  part  of  my  present  ar- 
rangements.** 

The  countess  had  urged  the  production 
of  her  daughter  only  as  a  pretext  to  gain 
time;  but  there  was  something  in  the 
manner  of  Delia  Bardia  which  excited  a 
suspicion  in  her  mind,  that  he  had  some 
secret  motive  tor  the  refusal ;  it  was  not 
probable  that  any  regard  to  her  fedings  or 
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comfort  induced  him  to  prevent  her  coming 
to  Sciacca,  yet  that  he  had  some  motive 
was  evident — **  Sigismund  has  expressed 
a  wish  to  see  his  sister/'  she  said.  **  and 
where  can  she  be  so  well,  or  so  properly 
placed,  as  with  her  mother?  or  what  means 
can  be  so  eligible  of  announcing  her  ex- 
i^c!rtfe,  and  confirming  her  identity  to  the 
world,  as  by  a  personal  introduction  to  her 
&mily  ?" 

"  My  own  health  and  engagements  will 
^  not  at  present  allow  of  tliis,"  said  Accursi ; 
*'  biit  this  debate  is  foreign  to  the  subject. 
I  am  now  come  to  procure  the  immediate 
.  payment  of  the  portion  due  to  my  bride, 
.  as  the  co-heiress  of  Pei-alta ;  and  an  open 
declaration  of  her  future  claims,  in  the  ge- 
neral assembly  of  the  house  of  Luna." 

"  And  in  what  way  is  my  influence  to 
be  exerted?"  asked  the  countess. 

"  By  stating  my  wishes  to  count  Luna, 
and  using  your-  power  over  him,  to  pro- 
cure the  attainment  of  them.  As  one  of 
the  trustees  also  for  the  Feralta  property, 
you  may,  by  your  evidence  and  authority. 
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.command  the  payment  of  the  siim  de-> 
manded." 

*'  And  when  am  I  to  be  freed  from  this 
state  of  thraldom,  and  the  pledges  which 
.  you  now  hold  restored  ?" 

"I  have  found  them  so  useful,  that  I 
must  beg  for  your  permission  to  retain 
them  still,"  said  Accursi,  with  a  smile. 

Her  unwillingness  to  deprive  her  son  of 
the  portion  of  wealth,  to  purchase  which  she 
had  sacrificed  so  much,  induced  the  coun- 
tess to  venture  to  the  last  extremity  she 
dared  proceed  with  Delia  Bardia.  His 
.  present  reluctance  to  produce  tl^  person 
of  Francisca,  gave  birth  to  a  hope  that 
there  was  some  motive  which  induced  him 
.  to  hurry  on  the  affair,  and  of  which  she 
might  avail  herself  The  next  morning 
she  sent  to  request  don  Sigismund's  at- 
tendance in  her  private  apartments. 

^  I  sent  for  you,"  she  said,  on  his  en- 
trance, **  in  consequence  of  an  interview  I 
had  last  night  with  Delia  Bardia  relating 
to  Francisca ;  he  desires  to  have  her  por- 
tion of  Peralta's  wealth  delivered  ihta  his 
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faandsy  and  her  connexion  wit^  us  imme' 
diately  proclaimed  to  our  friends  oti  thieir 
assembling  in  Sdacca.'* 

**  When  I  had  learned  from  you,  my 
mother,''  said  Luna,  *^  the  truth  of  my.  re- 
lationship to  diis  unknown  sister,  I  was 
iiilly  aware  of  the  daim  which  she  possess- 
ed, and  which  Heaven  forbid  I  should  even 
wish  to  depiiye  her  of.  The  demands  of 
Delia  Bardia  could  not  have  come  at  a 
taore  inconvenient  time;  yet,  as  far  as 
they  can,  they  shall  be  complied  with. 
But  why  should  he  insist  on  tins  pubHc 
recognition  now  under  such  drcum- 
stances^  ?" 

**  His  conduct,'' replied  the  countess, "  is, 
as  usual,  mysterious ;  and  it  behoves  ns  to 
act  with  ouition.  The  introduction  of 
Francisca  herself  should,  I  think,  precede 
any  other  arrangements ;  this  would  pre- 
vent the  necessity  of  much  unpleasant  de- 
tail, and  enable  the  guardians,  under  the 
will  of  Peralta,  to  act  with  more  satisfac- 
tion to  themselves.** 

^  The  whde  afl^*r/  answered  Luna,  "*  is 
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inexplicaible ;  but  I  think  with  you  that 
the  presence  of  Franciaca  id  necessary  to 
the  re-establishment  of  her  rights.^ 

"  It  is  only  necessary/'  answered  the 
countess,  ^  that  you  make  this  the  preH- 
minary  step  to  the  adjustment  <^  the  cfcf- 
fair ;  but  let  it  not  appear  to  be  at  my  in- 
stigation. I  am  in  some  degree  pledged 
to  support  the  wishes  of  Delia  Bardia, 
though  contrary  to  my  real  sentiments 
upon  the  subject ;  yet,  as  the  happiness  of 
Frandscaris  perhaps  at  stake,  I  am  willing 
to  sacrifice  much,  that  by  compliance  with 
him  I  may  acquire  ah  influence  capable  of 
promoting  her  future  welfare.'* 

The  intention  of  the  countess,  in  thus 
urging  the  production  of  her  daughter, 
was  not  perhaps  firom  an  idea  of  deriving 
any  ultimate  benefit  from  such  a  measure ; 
but  the  conduct  of  Delia  Bardia  proved 
his  unwillmgness  to  do  it,  and  fbr  that  un- 
willingness she  supposed  some  motive 
might  exist,  which  would  at  least  give  her 
time  for  deliberation ;  and,  notwithstand^ 
ng  every  probability  was  in  finrour  of  her 
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duced  to  her^  and  his  desire  that  she 
should  be  brought  to  Sciacca  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Delia  Bardia  knew  well  the  dispo^tion 
of  count  Luna,  and  from  whence  he  de- 
rived his  opinions,  in  his  intention  to  be 
introduced  to  his  sister,  before  any  steps 
were  taken  in  the  adjustment  of  her  af- 
fairs ;  he  clearly  saw  the  influence,  of  the 
countess,  and  was  aware  of  the  momenta- 
ry forgetfulness  into  which  he  had  been 
betrayed  during  his  interview  wit^i  her 
on  the  preceding  night,  and  the  impolitic 
anxiety  he  had  shewn  to  resist  tlie  pro- 
duction of  Francisca's  person,  which  he 
feared  to.  do,  until  by  his  presence  he  had 
habituated  her  to  consider  herself  as  his^ 
wife.  He  dreaded  lest  she  should  declare 
the  violence  which  had  been  offered,  and 
the  illegality  of  her  marriage;  that  don  Si^ 
gismund  should  espouse  her  cause;  and 
that  all  his  power  over  the  countess  would 
be  exerted  in  vain  to  bend  the  spirit  of 
her  daughter,  or  to  overcome  the  repug- 
nance of  her  son  to  force  the  inclinations 
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of  Frandsca^  and  to  overlook  the  means 
lie  had  used  to  possess  himself  of  her  pet- 
son;  and  he  was  consequently  enraged 
beyond  measure  at  the  manoeuvre  <^  the 
htdy,  who^  not  daring  openly  to  resist  Ins 
WiU^had  thus  endeavoured  secretly  to  coun- 
teract his  intentions,  and  instigated  Sigis- 
nund  to  require  the  presence  of  his  iBister 
in  iSdacca. 

Tlie  countess  Caltabellotta  tvas  absent 
during  great  part  of  the  day  fiom  the 
Gastel  di  Luna,  engaged,  it  was  said,  in 
devotion  at  the  convent  of  Luda ;  Delia 
Bardia  had  therefore  no  opportunity,  for 
some  hours,  of  venting  his  displeasure 
against  her. 

Information  respecting  the  steps  which 
the  Luna  party  had  taken  on  the  depar- 
ture of  the  troops,  was  soon  given  to  the 
baron  Pandolfina ;  and  he  learned  also  the 
increasing  number  of  their  partisans.  To 
remedy  the  evil  his  want  of  caution  had 
lm>ught  on,  was  now  the  only  thing  to  be 
don^  and  he  repaired  to  Statella,  to  confer 
with  him  upon  the  subject ;  and  don  Pa- 
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6lo  attended  hmi^  Who,  without  boasting  of 
his  own  wisdom  in  foretelling  what  had 
taken  place,  endeavoured  to  deVise  tome 
posnble  means  of  preventing  the  increase 
of  th6. danger,  and  to  avoid  its  coming  to 
the  terminaticm  whic&  he  dl-eaded. 

Thjey  found  Statella  surrounded  by  law« 
yers  and  ooutis^Uorsj  bu^y  employed  ill 
taking^  ihfbrmations  ahd  examining  wit* 
nesses  as  to  the  laite  disturbances. 

Don  Giacoftio  requested  a  private  au^ 
dience,  whidi  was"  instantly  granted^  and 
the  oommatader  withdrew  with  Hie  two 
cavaliers. 

**  My  consul,  don  Paolo^"  said  PandbUk 
na,  ^  wais  right  in  ilie  advice  he  gave ;  stnd 
we  hav^  beeii  too  jpsedpitate  in  the  ^si^ 
missal  of  the  forces  your  exoeU^zaltro^ght 
with  you.** 

''  How  so^  Aff^  r  ^ed  Siatdfe. 

^^  The  I^na  party^  are  making  helui  at 
]Kvonia,  and  have  coHecled  upWatds  of 
eight  hundred  men,  MtAei  thek^etoniQiin^ 
ed  ttid  {^angoinieuy  cAii^.'^ 

<'  Let  the  city  gates  be  closed  aga&ist 
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tfaem,''  said  Statella;  ^  we  will  yet  find 
means  to  make  examples  of  these  rebels, 
and  .to  shew  them  the  power  which  law 
and  justice  can  exert,  when  called  on  to 
aappress  such  insolent  presumption/' 

^'  So  many  are  thclir  friends  in  Sciaoca, 
and  so  various  tb?  private  means  they  pos- 
fljess  of  entering  f  the  city,  that  it  would 
1)0  useWss  to  dose  the  gates;  and  besides; 
an  open  attack  is  not  whatw^  immediate* 
ly.  fear;  and  all  may  yet  be  well^''^  said 
don  Giacomo,  ^^.if  your  excdlehza. would 
retire  within  the  Casa  di  FeroUo;  our 
united  strength  might  then  defy  open  as- 
saults and.privdjte  machinations^'' 
:  "  Grateful  as  I  fed  for  your  attention, 
batx)n  Fandolfina,"  said  Statella,  ^  I  am 
sorry  tb  dedine  it,  but  consider  myself 
obliged  to  do  so — we  have  yet  much  in- 
formation to  obtain,  and  many  circum- 
stances to  investigate,  and  it  would  savour 
too  much  pf  partiality,  were  our  proceed- 
ings carried  QU  beneath  your  roof,  and  ap- 
parently under  your  influence  and  direc^ 

turn."-:  r--L  ..* 
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"  The  conduct  of  don  Sigismund,"  said 
Paolo  Perollo,  "will  justify  your  acceptance 
of  Pandolfina's  offer,  signor.  I  would  not 
urge  you  to  an  act  which  might  look  like 
partiality,  did  not  the  present  aspect  of 
affairs  threaten  the  worst  and  most  fatal 
consequences.  You  may  even  suspend 
your  measures  for  a  time,  until  we  see 
what  steps  our  opponents  are  prepared  to 
take/'  ^ 

**  Representing  the  person  of  his  Impe- 
rial m^esty,''  replied  Statell^,  "  it  is  not 
probable  that  the  infatuation,  of  the  insur* 
gents  would  venture  to  offer  any  violence 
to  me ;  and  by  holding  myself  indepen- 
dent of  your  kindness^  don  Giacomo,  I 
may  prevent  any  farther  outrages  from 
being  committed  against  your  friends  and 
family." 

"  I  wish  not,**  said  don  Pad(^  **  to  ex- 
cite any  prejudice  in  the  mind  of  your 
excellenza  against  the  hpui^e  of  Luna ; 
but  from  our  knowledgeof  the  dispositions 
t>f  its  v^ous  members,  and  from  what  we 
are  able  to  leam  of  their  present  intontionfifj 
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it  18  dear  that  no  trust  ii  to  be  given  to 
any  ilhow  of  moderation  ttiey  may  make. 
The  disaflfeetion  of  several  <rf  the  chiefs  to 
the  present  government,  and  the  invete- 
rate hatred  they  dl  bear  towards  our  house, 
iape  become  excitements  too  powerful  to  be 
eonquered,  even  by  the  fear  of  utter  destruc- 
tion to  all  their  party.** 

^  The  atrocious  murder  of  Geronimo 
Ferrara  shews,**  said  Fandolfina,  **  how 
Httle  regard  they  manifest  to  the  mutual 
Mend^  of  Luna  and  myself  ^»  and  did  they 
riM  jHtopOse  some  undertaking  of  import- 
tooe,  would  they  have  gathered  togi&ther 
86  great  a  number  of  men  ?  Again  let  me 
ilrge  you  to  take  up  your  immediate  red- 
^tence  with  me." 

-  ^  No,**  replied  Statella,  obstinately  per* 
{severing  in  his  original  opinion ;  **  it  is 
impossible  for  men  to  be  so  void  of  reason, 
80  transported  by  passion,  as  to  venture 
such  an  insult  agdnst  the  migesty  of  the 
Empire,  or  to  attadc  the  representative  of 
tovereigti  power,  with  the  certainty  ci 
IMn^g  ruin  on  themselves.  Theymi^t 
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expect,  in  the  hurry  of  preparing  for  a 
foreign  expedition,  that  the  vioerqy  would 
overlook  a  trifling  broil,  or  evai  an  indi* 
vidual  murder ;  but  so  daring  an  act  as  an 
assault  upon  a  public  minister  of  justice, 
sent  with  fbll  powers  from  government, 
they  could  not  hope  would  be  passed  over 
witibout  the  severest  punishment/' 

*'  To  any  other  set  of  men,"  replied  don^ 
Paolo,  **  the  arguments  ci  your  excellenza 
might  perhaps  ^ply;  but  the  house  of 
Luna  have  fw  years  been  approac^ijig  to 
this  crisis,  and  given  all  their  thoughts  to 
the  destruction  of  our  race ;  the  hour  of> 
contest  is  arrived,  and  the  best  method  of  • 
counteracting  their  desigiis  appears  to  be> 
that  which  don  Giacomo  proposes^     If 
your  exceUenn  would  retire  within  the 
walls  of  his  castle,  the  authiority  you  can 
there  command  may  be  exerted  to  caSX^ 
fotth  the  loyalty  of  the  people^  who  may 
otherwise  not  clioose  to  take  a  pprt  with 
either.of  our  fictions ;  but  in  dividing  our'* 
force,  we  must  aU  eventually  &11,  be£»se> 
we  can  either  obtain  the  aid  of  our  distant  ^ 
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friends,  or  the  still  more  remote  assistance 
of  the  viceroy.** 

■ 

The  purpose  of  Statella  remained,  how- 
ever, fixed ;  no  arrangement  could  induce 
him  to  change  his  resolution,  and  his 
friends  gave  up  the  point,  after  a  long 
and  strenuous  endeavour  to  persuade  him 
to  listen  to  prudence  and  reason.  .As  don 
Giacomo  considei*ed  himself  in  some  de- 
giree  the  cause  of  the  dismissal  of  the  troops, 
he  felt  responsible  for  Statella's  future 
safety,  and  requested  permission  to  send 
Margieri  with  a  small  band  of  men  to  pro- 
tect him  from  the  first  effects  of  the  storm, 
as  they  might  perhaps  secure  a  retreat  to 
the  Castel  di  PeroUo,  should  such  a  mea- 
sure be  necessary. 

This  ofier  Statella  did  not  refuse,  though 
convinced  there  was  but  little  chance  of 
needing  them. 

An  air  of  unusual  gloom  hung  over 
the  hospitable  mansion  of  FeroUo.  Don 
Giacomo  was  anxious  and  uneasy,  and 
continually  reproached  himself  for  the  pre- 
cipitancy with  which  he  had  dismissed  the 
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sud  the  viceroy  sent.  Don  Paolo,  who 
had  at  the  time  resisted  their  departure  to 
the  utmost,  now  found  every  excuse  for 
the  conduct  of  his  kinsman ;  his  activity 
and  exertions  gave  fresh  spirits  to  the 
whole  party,  and  his  cheerfulness,  in  some 
degree,  succeeded  in  removing  the  depres- 
sion of  Pandolfina.  Hitherto  he  had  been 
tiie  unceasing  advocate  for  peace,  had  soft- 
ened every  irritating  event  which  had  oc- 
curred between  the  rival  houses,  and,  un- 
til the  late  outrages,  been  a  never-failing 
advocate  for  count  Luna.  A  difierent 
spirit  now  seemed  to  have  taken  pos- 
session of  his  bosom ;  and  he  appeared  to 
regard  the  approaching  contest  i^ther  with 
sal^sfaction  than  alarm.  At  all  times  a 
&vourite  with  every  member  of  his  fami- 
ly,  he  now  appeared  theur  guardian-angel ; 
his  presence  carried  with  it:  security  and 
encouragement;  the  men  regarded  him 
with  affectionate  devotion,  and  the  officers 
with  confidence  and  respect 

The  barones$  had  <been;  appris^ed  of  the 
danger  (tf  a-  tuqiiult^'andthe  probability  of 
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an  attack  upon  the  castle ;  she  had  re- 
ceived the  infcnrmation  with  cahn  and  un- 
altered serenity,  and  obeyed  the  directions 
of  don  Giaoomo  in  removing,  with  her 
children  and  the  other  ladies,  into  the 
tower  which  stood  within  the  interior 
court,  without  any  evident  symptoms  of 
alarm. 

The  baroness  Solanto  was  removed  to  ai 
chamber  as  remote  as  possiUe  from  any 
part  of  the  castle  liable  to  attack,  and  every 
precaution  taken  to  save  h^  from  unne- 
cessary agitation  and  distress. 

The  countess  Sambuca  had,  upon  the 
first  tidings  (^danger,  been  seized  with  a 
fit  of  enthusiastic  devotion ;  she  had  vow- 
ed pilgrimage  to  every  shrine  from  St 
Jago  in  Spfflin  to  the  holy  sepulchre  itself; 
had  procured  from  the  confessor  of  the 
castle  absolution  for  all  her  sins ;  and  seem- 
ed expecting,  though  not  with  much  im- 
patience, a  crown  of  martjrrdom.  She  had 
borrowed  an  immense  folio  history  of  Santa 
Radagunda,  and,  with  a  large  rosary  on 
her  arm,  was.  seated  in  oneoomet  of  tilt 
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apartment  to  which  the  ladies  had  retired, 
sometimes  redting  her  ejaculations  to  her 
pateon  saint  with  astonishing  rapidity,  lEct 
others  jmning  in  conversation  with  who- 
.ever  came  near  her. — "  Dear  ConcettaJ' 
she  said  to  the  wife  of  Geronimo  PeroUo, 
".  how  can  you  be  wasting  your  time  about 
your  husband  and  children,  when  the  as- 
sassins are  at  hand?  I  have  made  my 
peace  with  Heaven  t  and,  blessed  be  Santa 
Radagunda !  my  jewels  and  wardrobe  are 
at  Sambuca,  safe  from  these  plunderers. 
I  hope  you  have  saved  your  pearls.  San- 
tissima  Madre !  that  I  was  at  Palermo—- 
any  where  but  in  this  horrible  place!" 

She  then  resorted  to  her  book  again,  and, 
without  comprehending  a  word,  muttered 
over,  in  a  half-audible  tone  of  whining  de- 
votion, two  or  three  pages  respectmg  the 
foundation  of  a  monastery  by  the  saint 
whose  legend  was  before  her. 

^  A  curious  employment,  signora,"*  said 
madame  Luchese,  **  at  a  time  like  tiiis,  to 
be  reading  the  dimen^ns  oi  refectories^ 
donnttories,  and  cloisters.** 

VOL.  III.  K 
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**  Don't  disturb  me,"  taid  the  counteK ; 
^  it  isa  gpod  book.  I  am  sate  I  asked fih 
^er  Giuseppe  to  lend  me  a  good  book, 
and  he  brought  me  the  history  of  &m 
saint,  who  was  martyred  by  the  Stfaoens, 
as  we  shall  be.** 

She  then  resumed  her  emplo3mient,  till 
-another  opportunity  offered  of  diatuiAnng 
her  friends  by  her  individual  sorrows  and 
lamentations;  and  at  every  pause,  when 
her  terrors  returned,  she  resorted  to  the 
volume  before  her,  and  read  with  rapidity, 
•as  if  she  imagined  that  the  quantity  of  the 
•said  good  book  would  be  an  antidote^i^puast 
the  approaching  eVUs. 
,  At  the  Castel  di  Luna  the  dajr  passed  in 
busy  expectation.  The  count  returned  in 
the  evening  with  a  numerous  attendanoe^ 
and  appeared  in  the  highest  spirit!^  as  if 
the  hour  of  his  triumi^  was  already  coma 

**  You  have  considered  my  request*  I 
Slope,  don  Sigismund,**  said  Delia  Bardia, 
nvho  met  him  soon  after  his  arrival,  ^^and 
are  prepared  to  fulfil  my  wishes  ?** 

^^  At  present,"*  said  count:  Lnna»  ^  I  did 
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not  tfa^  that  ^y  of  our  party  would. 
Imve  pvesieA  his  private  interests  on  my* 
thoughts^  when  every  moment  should  he 
given  to  our  public  measures ;  mudi  less 
did  I  suppose  that  such  would  have  been 
the  conduct  o£  Delia  Bardia." 

^  Ibave  too  much  at  stake,  signer,  at- 
this  eventful  time,  to  forget  that  which  is 
due  to  others  as  well  as  myself." 

^Kpo«iUe,r*'  said  S^nuind,  ''I  will 
meet  yon  in  my  mothei^s  apairtm^tit,  when 
all  our  arrai^ments  are  completed.'*         * 

Hiafoioes  arrived  about  two  hours  aftdr 
sunset^  ttear  the  walls  of  Sciaccs^  where 
they  balked,  and  dismissed  a  mes^tenger  tcr 
the  eoont  with  the  tidings  i  upon  whicfii 
be  |ffo6eeded,  with  aconsidemble  hutnbieit^ 
9A  JdMtiy  as  possible,  to  the  Porta  di  F&ir 
leraMw  ikrhich  they  succeeded  ix^  seeUriiigt? 
and  Bibai  sdxing  the  persons  appointed  i&i 
keep  ii^  lEkdmitted  as  many  of  their*  jmtij  al? 
they  tikmght  propar.  J( 

It  had  been  deftermined  to  divide  their 
fixroos  into  two  squadron^^oneof  whidb  waa 
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placed  under  the  command  df  don  Midiele 
l^giades;  and  the  other,  in  which 'were 
all  the  noblemen  and  cavaliers,  was  headed 
1^  count  Luna  in  person.  Pugiades  and 
his  band  remained  without  the  citjr  walky 
being  stationed  in  the  valley  Dell*  Abadia, 
under  the  Casa  di  Perollo,  to  prevent  all 
egress  from  the  gate  which  opened  from 
thence  into  the  country. 

No  sooner  had  the  count  admitted  his 
friends  than  they  began,  without  loss  of 
time,  to  barricado  the  streets,  so  at  .to  pre* 
vent  all  intercourse  between  don  Giaodmo 
and  Statella,  that  neither  might  afibrd  suc- 
cour to  the  other.  They  possessed  them- 
selves also  of  the  Porta  di  Santa  Caterina, 
and  the  house  of  don  Geronimo  PeroUo^ 
which  faced  the  greater  gateof  Panddbfina's 
castle, in  which  they  found  no  resistance; 
don  Geronimo  having,  with  all  the  other 
friends  of  his  family,  removed  within  his 
kinsman's  walls.  Here  thqr  planted  them- 
selves, intending  to  make  it  their  princi- 
pal point  of  attack ;  and,  for  their  better 
defence,  threw  up  a  breastwork,  composed 
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of  sadcs  filled  with  eartfiiy  to  affbrd  some 
shdter  against  the  artillery  which  don  Gkr* 
eomo  liad  planted  on  his  battlements. 

Frandsoa  Ferollo,  the  principal  mi^is* 
strate  of  the  city,  who  lived  near  Sontaii 
Marguerita,  at  the  other  part  of  the  town; 
xnform^d  of  these  proceedings,  could  na 
jjbnger  doubt  the  danger  to  which  he  had 
exposed  himself^  by  neglecting  the  wanv 
ing  <rf  Pandolfina.  To  attempt  now  tc* 
reach  the  castle,  or  to  afford  any  assistance 
to  don  Giacomo,  he  considered  hopeless  r 
and  momiting  his  horse,  fled  from  the  city 
with  alt  the  speed  in  his  power,  taking  the 
voad  to  PlEU*tanna,  to  raise  the  vassalsofi 
Perollo  in  akl  of  their  chief. 

Having  seen  his  men  to  their  allotted 
posts^  placed  vigilant  officers  over  them» 
and  enjoined  the  strictest  silence  till  the 
signal  should  be  given,  don  Sigismund  rew 
turned  for  an  hour  or  two  to  his  castle. 
The  chiefs  whose  services  were  required,. 
were  aH  upon  their  stations,  and  every -^ 
thing  awaited  the  morning  light. 
•  Count  Sigismund  sought  the  apartment 
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of  1)18  mother,  and  was  speedily  foQowed 
thither  by  Delia  Bardia,  who  had  resolved 
not  to  resign  his  demands,  even  at  the  last 
minute ;  the  countess  changed  colour  as 
he  entered  the  room,  and  expressed  her 
surprise  at  seeing  him. 

**  It  was  by  my  appointment,"  said  the 
count  "  The  barone  pressed  me  on  my 
return  this  evening  on  the  same  subject— 
the  acknowledgment  of  Francisca,  and 
the  resignation  of  her  property.  I  could 
not  attend  to  him  at  the  time,  nor  can  I 
now  do  more  than  repeat  my  former  pro- 
mises upon  tlie  matter — that  as  soon  as  we 
have  fulfilled  our  meditated  revenge 
against  Pandolfina,  Francisca  shall  be  pub- 
licly presented  to  her  family,  and  her 
claims  of  relationship  confirmed  by  you, 
my  mother,  and  by  myself;  without  her 
personal  introduction,  I  see  not  how  the 
a^air  can  be  arranged." 
J  "  And  is  this  the  opinion  of  your  excel- 
lenza?"  asked  Accursi,  turning  to  the 
countess  with  a  look  she  perfectly  under- 
st()od. 


•  **  My.  wiih,**  she  rdfiMedy  **  is  to  oontri- 
bote  to  the  happiness  of  both  my  children;' 
I  am  willmg  ta  resign  Frandsca's  dowet) 
but  the  consent  of  the  other  guardians  of 
the  Feralta  property  must  also  be  obtain-* 
eAr 

••'  I  hare  been  trifted  with,**  said  Delia 
Bardia^  again  looking  at  the  countess,  who 
trembled  violently. 

Don  Sigismund^  astonished  at  her*  agi:-^ 
tation,  inquired  the  cause;  uncertain  of  the 
lengtii  ta  whicb  the  malice  of  Delia  Bardift 
might  provoke  him^  she  feared  the  hour 
was  come  in  which  he  would  reveal  to  hep. 
son  the  secrets  he  possessed.  How  to  apw 
pease  and  conciliate  him  she  knew  not;: 
and  eonscious  of  having  betrayed  his* 
cause^she  was  aware  of  the  plea  he  might 
advance  for  no  longer  keeping  terms  with; 
her. — **I  am  most  willing*^"  she  said  afr 
lengthy  *^  to  make  any  concession  you  de- 
mand,  signor.** 

Andtinstantly?**  asked  AccursL 
Yes,"  she  faltered  out,  evidently  un« 
der  the  impression  of  extreme  terror.    ' 
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The  Mtonisfameiit  of  oount  Luna  £n* 
tteofled.-^^  Theie  appears  to  be  some  iii>* 
doe  infiuenoe  exerted  orer  jrour  mind^  my 
mother/*  he  said.  ^  The  conduct  of  the 
harone  requires  e:q>kmation ;  ft  has  been 
throughout  a  tissue  of  mystery,  which 
time  will  not  allow  me  now  to  investigate  r 
but,  until  I  am  satisfied  with  respect  to 
his  motives,  I  forbid  you  to  proceed  in  the 
biiMness  a  step  beyond  where  it  has  now 
gone.  I  deprecate  i^  concessions  and  en- 
gagements entered  into  in  your  present 
state  of  mind,  and  insist  upon  all  discus-^ 
sion  being  deferred  till  we  are  more  at 
Idsure  to  attend.  For  you,.  Delia  Bardia,!' 
he  continued,.  "  you  have  availed  yourself 
of  circumstances  to  form  an  alliance  with 
our  house,  unauthorized  by  those  to  whom 
it  was  your  first  duty  to  apply.  I  do  not 
,wkh  or  intend  to  publish  the  dissatis- 
&tion  such  an  act  must  necessarily  have 
caused ;  but  excuse  me  if,  in  the  present 
instance,.  I  think  that  more  attention  is 
due  from  you  towards  the  feelings  of  those 


whoni  jim  have  otfendedirby  such  a  pr^- 
pitateand  unwaitatit^bl^txieasure.'' 

The  barone  had  hot  e!fcpected  to  roiise* 
diese  sentiments  of  oppo^tion  dn  don  Si«r 
gismundyhor  did  he  wish  to  provoke  h3m»t 
— ^  The  countess,**  he  r^li^,  •*  can  best' 
explain  the  motives  from  which  sh&  acltsj^ 
for  myself,  I  confess  that  my  anxiety  to 
establish  the  rights  of  the  baroness  my 
wife,  in  case  the  present  contest  should 
terminate  unfortunately  to  'myself  or  your 
excellenza,  has  induced  me  to  press  the 
conclusion  of  the  afl^ir»    But  I  will  now 
leave  it  entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the 
countess,  who  knows  my  wishes  upon  thi^ 
subject,  and  with  whose  character  I  am 
so  well  acquainted.'* 

With  this  compliance  don  Sigismund 
appeared  somewhat  appeased ;  the  fears 
of  the  countess  were  relieved,  and  she 
protested  her  wish  to  make  an  immediate 
transfer  of  the  property,  and  to  put  the 
parties  in  possession  of  all  their  legal 
right*;:-   ' 
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A  8unmions  HoOi  Admno  called  the 
cx>unt  fhmi  his  mother's  ebftmber,  and  he 
dedred  Delia  Bardia  to  foUow  him.  The 
night  was  westtik^  fast  away^  and  the  par- 
tj  in  anxious  e^tjfeetation  of  the  dawn 
whi6h  was  to  light  theftn  to  v^igieance  and 
ilai^hter. 
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•  '     Attd- pity,  lilie  » tmkid  neir^born  fadbe^,  : 
r  ^UndfBff  dMUittfyuriiQ^veD^i^cb^ubiin&hoi^'d 
Upon  the  silent  coursers  of  the  air^ 
Shall  blow  the  horrid  deed  io  every  e3re, 
'  ^ThAtf^^aVs^flhiiU  drown  riMwnid,  Ma^h. 

.    •    r  ■  t 

l    ;j     t..;»    ,      ■      .  iy!    J  '.  '.   Vi"    ' 

ITtti^Qr  firafc  gkfiios  of  the  pooming 
the.portili  }(rfi:?<^e^.oatfle  was  thrown  ^<3|>eii, 
and^llie  bamersto^  Imna;  and  Pendta  bonie 
out, jfoUoWfid:  bjr  tb^ mh^Q  of  the  tpo^ 
9Khodiad<l*€siiiiniM!9  omth  don  Siigic(iii»ii4-. 
JUxiiitBQihundijedmdB  Jiad  Jb^  deft^wMlh 
Fugiades,  and  others  had  been  iatoliQnild 
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to  protect  the  banieado,  and  to  keep  pos- 
session of  the  posts  they;  had  seized  oil 
during  the  nigiir.^  t)cn  Sigismund  him. 
self,  in  complete  amqour,  followed  his  ban- 
ner, and  was  surrounded  by  a  numerous 
bfitod^of  Ms  prineipsl  tper^s^^m^Dg  whom 
w^^  Adriano^  Delia.. Bardia,  Ferrante 
Luchese,  Nicola  lo  Yasco,  Cesare  Imbiag- 
nia,  Geronimo  and  Calogero  Calandrino, 
Erasmo  Lorifi,  ttnd  ^ii^y, others  of  the 
first  rank  in  Sdacca.  The  drums  and 
trumpets  sounded  as  the  chief  appeared, 
and  a  shout  arose  f«>m  the  miultitude, 
which  echoed  through  the  silent  ahd  de- 
serted streets. 

■  ■■■■■..<.■ 

v  Willi  wild  and  discordant  Qries»diattering 

their  arms,  and  sounding  their  warlike  in- 

^thitttehts,  the  whoLet  body^iptxideiedeif  fo- 

/    '%kiAs  the  residence  of -l^telky  against 

iv1i6m  the  rancoui^  of*1^  innn^^ents  was 

"i  jceited,  with  soarcely  le^i  bitterness  than 

^against  don  Giacomo  PmdUo,  the  ancient 

^^^ectt  of  thAt  most  kateterotei hatred  and 

^ddteStefeioii«r  ::^  i::..  ;■:  .'"^r  !:•.     ^.  ;...•:•'• 

Startled  from  thtir  slumbers  by  the  jud- 
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den  and  unexpected  tumult»  many  of  the 
citizens  escaped  from  their  bouses  in  hw- 
ror  and  dismay;  others,  in ; Immoveable 
terror,  awaited  the  approach  of  their  ex- 
pected foes  witliout  the  power  of  exertion* 
either  for  escape  or  for  defence ;  but  it  was 
only  against  Fandolfina  and  Statdia  that 
the  rage  of  Luna  and  his  partisans  was  di« 
rected.  The  latter  wfis  destined  to  be  the 
first  object  of  attack,  as  likely  to  •fidl  the 
easiest  victim  to  their  frenzy,- his  residence 
being  destitute  of  defence,  and-  himself 
surrounded  by  few  follow;ers  in  compari^m 
with  the  numerous  retainers  of  the  fiuoaily 
of  Perollo. 

Towards  his  abode  then  they  pjxioieded 
with  threats  of  vengeance  for  the  death  of 
Erasta,  and  the  proceedings  wjiich  had 
been  instituted  against  their  other  asso- 
ciates. A  storm  of  musquetry  passed 
through  the  windows,  and  a  flight  of  arrows 
which  followed  it  announced  to  the  jn« 
mates  of  the  palazzo  the  fate  whicli^  await- 
ed them.    Ladders  were  immediately  ap- 


piR^  ^.ifie  ^^mills,  and  an  infinite  number 
of  the  ihciie^less  assailants  poured  in  at 

■•'■'•'''  J     /         i    <         .  '■  .        ■ 

:CTery  apeirnre. 
•Soittb'TBlight  i^slahee  was  oflb^  by 
Stbteila  iirid  hisi  military  odmpanions^  tbeir 
valour  ^as  however  vairi  against  the  over- 
pqiweririg' strength  of  their  foes,  and  they 
t&tited!  to  a  tower  which  formed  part  of 
tire  ^Eftjifdhig ;  nor  iras  even  this  retreat 
fefifeci#k'4vitHo(rt ''lihe  fell  of  one  of  the 
t(r«^es^  of  the  devoted  band;  Antonio 
ifW^^n^'hdd  thrown  himself  before  the 
aB^^f  through  Which  Statella  had  re^ 
til*6il;^tiB'atene  arid  unsupported  for  some 
minutes,  resisted  the  united  force  of  the 

t^%iH|&d  out  and  oppressed  by  numlfners, 
Mfe*  slff ^ftfeflfh  wa|^  bcfginriin^  to  ftril ;  his  op- 
jpofferft^  givb  let  ishdttt  of*  triumph,  and  he 
VeferSytei  *b(enipath  the  alrhway;  Here  he 
Ms^ln  leSs  danger  of  being  surrounded, 
and  ^ri'sdiftfe  degree  reKeved  from  the  num- 
bwS  H^lifciili'  opposed  bim.  But  in  vain  had 
he  ^Ll&  flifrefr  of  his  adversaries  dead  a* 
his  feet,  and  desperately  wounded  several 


otbers ;  4us .  ow»  blood  streai^io^  ^P^^^f 
•and  be  &1^  bi3;Vi^e9laies9:i^p^ljr,]|iVcrea^ 

from  the  crowd, and  Accursi  {oviAhlyja^^i/^ 
his ,W9y  to  t^.oQrta^.. beneath  v^b  the 
pcfflftlwt  was  CQutinueit.  ,  -  ,.;  ,i  ,.,.  ,v 
.  jMUurgierib  feck)gnized  the  qaiurd^^  of  \^ 
brother,  and  the  ruffian  who  bad  9QCj&, Jplf- 
;fi)«p  ^pMght  this  Ijife^  =  IJ)9  rallied,  hi^f  jirits 
6x  ^jwhUe^ap^  r^tum^  tbie?£ic^.i40^9:ff 
Delia  Bardit,  with  a  sitrength  reoovaftecfr}^ 
th^  Im^  of  av^gipg  the  ftU  «£|^etirQBiid 

c»w>y;foUpW)  Ac?  stroke  4^  fa|8v.Ff¥«pmi» 
biU  waBipQw  t(K):niueh  eiLb^^  hsap 
up  tbe  ciQmba^  Heretre%]t§d.j^#tii;ilV^f 
tbe  pf»«f{g^--rbi9  fo^.»bpn|^  ^gmrnm^ 
rwbedupcm  him.  H^.  powr^blsr^cgfqfHIP- 
f^Mfi  ilWttered  ah^eld,  wi^^lifl^ifiNl  ^ 
IJie  Mwtanee  to  the  mi^t  oC  JDeUftiBiindifi, 
.  wh^  jEi  shrill  scream  of  a  fj^mdte  toimeaus- 
ed  him  to  turn  his  head  £ar  aiidn^tanfl^^d 
the  strord.of  bi8>  antagomati  irafi*»lMlun^ 
deqpijt^bis  sidew  He  sfii^geredi  bod  iiU 
at  l>^ Bardia's&ett^wlio «r8iii#lCfl.^ 
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down,  shooting — ^  Viva  Luna  e  Fendta  T* 

and  waA  nlsbing  fbm'ard  when  arrested  by 

the  female  form  from  whence  the  cty  pro- 

efeeded.' 

A  liady,  hastSy  attired/having  just  risen 

irom  her  bed,  stood  looking  wildly  around 

her — ^•*' Murderer P*  she  exclaimed,  ••you 

have  shun  my  husband  T' 

The  ruthless  monster  levelled  a  blow  at 

her  defenceless  form,  and  she  fell  beside 

the  slaughtered  Antonio. 

^  •  The  crowd  for  an  instant  halted,  as  if 
appalled  at  the  crime ;  but  the  ruslnng  on 

•of those  behind  impeUed  them  forwards, 
and  the  bodies  of  Margieri  and  his  hapless 
wife  were  trodden  in  the  dust  by  the 

*  ffwarming  multitude.  The  palazzo  was 
ioon  filled  in  every  part  except  the  tower, 
to  whidi  Statella  and  some  <^  his  fHends 
had  retreated.  The  counsellors  who  had 
attended  die  general  from  Messina,  the 
Iftwyers,  alguazils,  and  domestics,  were 

>  butdiered  in  every  apartment,  and  either 
hurled  half  dead  from  the  windows  into  the 
street  below,  or  trampled  under  the  feet 
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of  the  murderers,  like  the  gallant  Margieri. 

Every  thing  whidi  could  invite  the  hand 
of  rapine  and  plunda:  scxxi  disappeared. 
The  informations  which  had  been  tak^n 
fay  Statella  in  his  legal  capacity  were  heap- 
ed together  in  the  court^and  soon  reduced 
to  ashes,  whilst  the  greater  part  of  the  in- 
aui^gents,  with  their  principal  leaders,  were 
directing  their  attenti<Mi  to  the  retreat  in 
whidii  the  first  object  of  their  vengeance 
bad  secured  himsel£ 

Most  of  the  inhalHtants  of  the  palazzo, 
at  the  time  bf  the  attack,  had  been  buried 
in*  deep,  and  awakened  by  the  tultnult 
without;  few  of  them  had  time  to  arm 
tiiemselves,  Margieri  and  two  or  three  of 
his  companicmiB  being  the  only  persons 
who  had  not  retilred  to  rest 

Armed  only  with  his  sword,  Statella 
bad  cut  his  way  through  the  party  who 
had  first  succeeded  in  entering,  and  was 
followed  by  such  of  his  officers  and  men 
as  had  joined  him  in  the  moment  of  alarm. 
From  one  of  the  windows  of  the  tower  he 
bad  demanded  the  aid  of  all  the  loyal  citi- 


«Mff  «^  6^iiiMi  to  aelMd  fafit  fenan,  BkUm 
yt?piTatttthilv»  af tteff  Mvete^    He  JUras 
-imiiWCTcd '  onljf^  by  » ^  ^wl^  of .  mtsiqiietiy 
wid  a  ffigHt  '^iEimWtfi  whieb  stfuok  down 
tiMe  of  bitf^  ceo^imiMi  beside  hinL.  Dhe 
^dreams  and  crieatof  ^AemuideradTioiittu, 
-M^yseli  tose  fit>m  enty  pact  of  th^  pdazeo, 
hmigledwiih  ili^9kmaii»&r  the  bmirgmtM, 
imiioiinced  fo  ihMi^i  irho^had'r^tiiidd  tbe 
'  wMk  of  daughter  ^¥l<faie6  >Ml'  'patlbtimiig, 
and  the  fate  which  awaitai  ibemi^eik 
'  The>^  9eK>lTed;at^.c)v«iili,tDdefli^^ 
^ei^&i*  deadf  as^^posttbkif   Tbmrorfow 
of  the  metl  scmt  hyi.lSfem\Lof  wiU|  obe  4f 
'tha  oiBeen^of  StatdBa;  who  wa^;  taloeahly 
MKOtitred  for  Bdrrice^  statkifed  thteiarlf^ 
at  tbe*lower  do<)k*  of  Me  tower,  and  for  a 
considerable  tiUM  resicrted  the  united  §onse 
dT  their  enemiesv    One  by  dhe  tbey-fell 
beneath  the  inusket  baliai.  of  their  assail- 
aiitSy  and  were  cut  in  pieces  on-  tfae  apot 
Wbere  they  fell.    Sveiy  step  of  l^eaaoent 
w$M   mdnfiiUy   conteated*  by  -tlqie   piEurty 
within,  and  as  pefseverii^ly  assaidted  by 
the  adherents  of  Luna.  The  Greek  count 


Gebi^lbught beside  hi^  ffi/&ii4f Accupi^ 
a]i4  ^th^  l4i€he^^  and  "CaVogecq  C^f n^fi- 
no,  was  one  of  the  principal  )<paden  of  tl^ 
.i^tadc  jtipon  tli^e  tower,  Uie.  intieijiiif  of 
which  tbey  gstioed  aftei;  a  l^ng  an^  ajc^fi- 
ouji  cbuflict,  ain4^b^r$t:  ink|^.tfae<ipo^,^^ 
whici)  was  t^e.  object  of  thf^r  jsoarchi^ with 
the  small  inemnant  of  his  il^&ted  fiicfo^^  ^ 

As  they  rushed  in,  the  sw^xrd  pf  Statel- 
la  deft  the  helioetjof  one  of  the  foremo^^ 
a  kinsnian  f>f  Delia  Bardiar/pf  the  iTice-pf 
D'Amato;  he  fell  a  lifeless 'corpse  at  tlje 
feet  of  the  gweral,  whose  swo^.  wasrshi* 
vered  with  the  blow,  .and  eofint  JGefOj^gio, 
springing  ^rward,  jiaid  Sta^^^ljUi  hiaiself[b^-^ 
side  the  victim  of  hisj^hortT^vedtiTap^ph, 
having  buried  his  sword  deep  in  the^lK)- 
sotn  of  the  gallant  ^d  unaided  Qitanesp* 
He  £dl]»  and  expired:  without )i^  ff^^-  .'vr 

The  swcNhds  of  the,  other  assassips  sao^ 
completed  their  wofk  pf. slaughter,  W^^-pf 
all  the  inhabitants  of  tjiepal^i^BQ  wb&3ff^;re  . 
two  hours  before  feadesslj  peeping;  Ojot 
one  survived  this  extermmating  dqmswi^^ 
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^The  bodies  of  the  dead  were  stripped  by 
'th6  inferior  vassids,  and  cast  with  igno- 
miny from  the  tower. 

Having  searched  the  building  to  ascer- 
'taih  that  no  living  soul  had  escaped  their 
fury,  the  desperate  band  left  the  bloody 
scene,  and  advmced  with  tumultuous 
shouts  of  victory  and  vengeance  towards 
the  Casa  di  PeroUo,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  soon  guessed  that  their  rejoicing 
was  caused  by  the  destruction  of  the  un- 
happy Statella  and  his  companions. 

Their  first  act  of  hostility  Was  to  batter 
down  one  of  the  gates  leading  to  the  castle, 
called  la  Porta  del  Catogno ;  from  thence 
they  proceeded  to  another  gate,  which  was 
attached  to  the  diurch  of  St.  Pietro  be- 
longing to  the  castle,  and  endosed  the 
whble  south  side  of  it.  Count  Luna  then 
divided  his  troops  into  two  bodies.  Ac- 
-cursi,  D'Amato,  and  Ferrante  Luchese, 
-were  left  with  a  lai^  detachment  to  pro- 
^secute  the  enterprise  against  this  gate  of 
Saik  Pietro,  and  exerted  themselves  with 
useless  bravery,  eveiy  assault  being  re- 
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pubed  with  eonsiderBlile  loss  to  the  paiti« 
sans  of  Luna,  of  whom  numbers  feUf  and 
jtnore  were  wounded.  . '  '       ' 

With  the  remainder  of  his  force  don 
Sigismund  advanced  against  the  priiidpal 
entrance;  but  on  the  towor; which  suN 
mounted  it  was  stationed  doii  Faolo  Pe^ 
rolloy  who^  by  the  skilful  manageoient  of 
the  artillery,  and  the  support  of  a  few  meft 
armed  with  arquebusses,  made  the  assaiV 
ants  pay  dear  for  thdr  temerity, 
'    During  these  assaults  on  the  north  and 
wertem  sides  of  the  castle,  J^ugiades  re- 
mained in  the  valley  beneath  the  eastern 
wall*  This  chieftain  had  joined  himself  to 
the  party  of  don  Sigismund  in  a  sudden 
-fit  of  didike  to  Pandolfina,  with  whom  he 
was  nearly  connected  by  ^the  marriage  of 
his  sister  with  don  Federioo  PeroUc^  a  de- 
ceased farotba  of  don  Giacomo,  arid  upoii 
whose  death  some  dispute  had  arisen  re- 
specting the  restitutkm  of  thedowry  whidi 
Lueretia  Pugtadea  had  carried  with:her; 
the  cauae^  however^  for  the  quarrel  d^ 


TBUDB^  OF 

I  it  was  UovB  jute  a  flame 
of  AArianoL 

uld  gladly  perhaps  Ihtc 
of  Ptaidol&ia  redaced, 
;  bat  when  he  saw 
the  vkdence  of  Ae 
liicdy  to  tmn^art 
not  conmdered  it 
wriiA  his  auxiliaries 
with  ooimt 
an  retreat  durii^ 
nigfat  look  like 
£  '^rirtMOiia^  of  his  praanises 
iMH  lie  reaaaiDed  an  mac- 
jtfLioiUsd  the  tzoQps 
ofieringaDT  ho&- 
kDowing  the  tian- 
SBid  pcfoehriiigr  his  pacific 
ao  sipi  of  annoyance 
a>  ae  jiul  a  it  auawnL^  them,  thoi^h  some  of 

the  position  winch 

acti  his  2bflowcrs  occupied. 

It  die  two  parties  cm  this 

:v!OR  ^iioe  tint  of  allies  than 


retreal!,  and;  leaytng  gipr^.  eUtNogly^  [>Q9tr 
ed  imind;tfuch^pftrt6.cif4l|e^Udingiif  tl^ 
ooukL  approaeb^.  h0  w«tit  up  .^  .^tleet  of 
Sta.  Gatorina  to  theptincil^alt^biisrK'W^ 
had  bedn  idectddlbr^tbeiKbd^ayoiis  of  bis 
fotcest  the  Cattfel  di  haiim^th^glu^ 
enottgirtp  afford  q«iarfc^.'fe6^8uichajiui«b* 

ber  of  illKKU.^         "i-^   '-:.;      .»■■'",    '■^rii'i-j 

After  a  idiort  repast^:  tbejr  again  ttstm^ 
«d  tkeir  ankis^  and.cHiUecting  a  liu|»ber  of 
laoneenHi  «nd  of:.^e  l&we?  <^fess  of  citizens, 
they  loaded  them  .wkhvrladdei^  b^m^ 
ropes^  and  erveiy  maebine  by  which  ( ^y 
Slight  beat.down  the  watts.  :  They  0M|(|fii} 
others  to  carry  fire  and-  coolbustibleBjibf: 
tbe  de9tnietioii; *Qf  Ib^  .&^,l  and  .flgain^. 
with  the  soundaof  uartiti'musii^proeeQCl^ 
edtbrougbthor streets  with  oQUnt.Iauia 
at -their  head.;  ■  •■-.  •  '\      ..  .-i:;  ■;. 

Three  vigorous  attabka  were  made  ufon 
various  partif  of  fcbe  bitibliQg;  ibuit  ^  jgair 
hnt  disfendera  drpTe'them  lMsfc»*  witii  Um 
to  their,  enemies  donek  The  aeafing-kA- 
ders  tt<09e  ^pptitid^  wd  la^fti&dirt^lioiiJafBilf^ 
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lomsrofteantGeor^oraoeeeded  fai  moant- 
ing  the  batdemeiitet  ftom  whenee.  lie  was 
speedily  Inirkd  by  the  poweHbt  ann  of 
don  Giaoomo^  whilst  those  who  were  f<d* 
lowing  met  their  &te  fiom  the  archers 
above  them.  Tlie  attempt  to  fire  the  gates 
was  equally  fimitless;  the  besieged  pomed 
4owii  such  abundance  of  water^  that  the 
combustibles  were  carried  away  by  the 
torrent,  which  held  on  its  course  till  it 
reached  the  rodcy  cliff  whidi  overilun^ 
the  ocean.  The  besiegers  lost  many  men, 
and  had  a  cotiriderably-larger  number  se- 
verely wounded,  whilst  in  the  party  of 
PeroUo  the  deaths  had  been  very  few>and 
not  many  injured. 

There  appeared  but  little  danger  of  the 
final  event  of  the  contest,  and  the  spirits 
of  don  Giacomo  seemed  to  rise  with  the 
approach  of  periL  On  the  day  previous  to 
the  attack,  he  had  been  de{N-essed  and  de- 
jected ;  but  no  sooner  had  the  fi^rst  alarm 
summoned  him  to  the  ramparts,  than  all 
the  energies  of  his  soul  seemed  to  be  call- 
ed Ibrth;  his  ordafs  were  issued  with  cocA- 
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ness  aiid  compMore^  and  be  contemplated 
the  struggle  withirpperent  satisftction,  and 
without  any  doubt  as  to  ita  stiooessful  ter- 
mination. His  manners  were  cheerful^ 
and  even  gay,  and  the  rep<»ts  he  gave  to 
the  ladies  of  the  impotent  attacks  of  their 
enemies,  could  not  fail  to  quiet  the  alarms 
even  of  the  countess  Sambuca,  who  chat- 
tered with  her  usual  volubility,  which  was 
only  occasionally  interrupted  by  the  tHun- 
/den  of  the  castle  artillery,  or  the  entrance 
of  her  husband. 

The  spirit  of  Fandolfina  pervaded  every 
part  of  the  fcnrtress;  wherever  the  assail- 
ants appeared  to  threaten,  he  was  seen  ani- 
mating his  men  to  action ;  every  point 
which  sieemed  weaker  than  another,  was 
defended  with  skill,  and  escaped  not  his 
instant  observation. 

At  length  the  evening  dbsed  iiii  and 
the  trumpets  of  count  Luna  sounded  It  re- 
treat He  retired,  little  satisfied  with  the 
event  of  the  struggles*  though  eariier  in 
the  day  he  had  fully  expected  that  his 

oyerpowering  fivoe  wouU  hftve  g^veq^  hm 


IfDemjptiiHdaidiiBve^iewt^^  ^riijpjdmiifir  bis 

vfamdntion  wad  skill  wiwhhad  bfinii^be^^ 

-jmi:  aekiiowledge'  tiiftrfhw(t)ftis 
•amph  tectntaidtdodlU&l^Midfeb^  iw 
•iwlihg^iie retired  from  the aoe»i^<:faetjan» 
4iuui-  tfaoie  If  iib  wIeugIi  he  had  firti  suSvon- 

-  •  •  • 

Pandolfina  instantly  begaifctelnei^iithe 
'ttiiddMythey  tiad  tdctne.'  ^  Stoiifis^  mtftHtes^ 
*se^'  4uid:tai^.«f:ivixil^  iwete'j^oted^ 
Hriouff  pnts  «f^e  italk;  'te  arrest  the  idiat 
Ittid  janroraD  of  v  the :  besiegccs,  arid  <  ail^  ike 
^wervm^  iiled^  with:  irateri  -  to  resist  fdiy 
^diher  attenifit  to  fim  the  bidldinl^;-  wJli&t 
to  shew  that  all  were  "vogikntwitbin^^aiid 
^prl9veht^aby:^lUttek  tinder  Covc&!^Df4he 
-di^MJM^'watobJ&^Si  iii^re kin^ 
tMvaete  and  tdrpets^bfthe'eastl^  V^iaxh 
4hriew  fiir  «iid'^ide  a  tejnific  ^kre  OTte4iie 
<iAty§Bi&  4ts  eni^irons^  aiid  enabledfithoise 
ifip^il  thoiwtMi  4b.«iAsip  likit^at:iil^^|»^^ 
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imj^htfrncbfiaiiGe  fwithtii  tfaei  ntagf  »!9£ ^^ 

guii%7»id'wher  ojBatkdf  ^pBi;^rA^  iMit; 
JMAcii^wvbat^irinieiJitaSs  diiri^gilift*»^[hl; 
War«hat*d;tiiet;padfiiigi ifc  tibwr^nmshefis 

^ddcUeiied  hi«  inen>wiAi«lfhiiks.i}^ 
•iibble''M!mird5ij'  arid  ^^vctoj^/aQgtnneiit^iiifMt 

pvoMfl^g;  tbein  dtofaiiiBliilnf/tor&Uiiif* 

jieM'iik^  tb^liieipisaiigaiiiiBrf  f^^ 

tatli  tathe  «li^ite|t<dejpiSttinL  x<f  ?^*  *y/ 

baroness  Fandolfiim.haArdyNniE^fi^iQrar^- 
:  Um»  o£itlJirm  t^tibiiraltottBoDf  heii  d(eek 
had^MCtoed^miatieeafasr  irtistfoi  the  ]^lrt3l; 
'itoCi^iaiioind  and  W»MigmAtt^'^wfy^<^^ 
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«iit  attcntiTefy.  The  fiNrmer,  by  an  air 
of'  giiiety;  had  endeavoored  to  disaipate 
tier  aiixiety»  and  to  inspire  her  with  the 
leheerftihieti  :  he  felt.  Mmaelf ;  tiie  latter 
had  musteved  att  h^  resolution  to  banish 
her  past  soifowsandquiet  her  present  fears, 
ftettng  justly  that  it  was  only  by  exerting 
Iierself  in  suchf  a :  season  as  this  thi^t  she 
oould  pniv)e;(;;bey0nd  a  doubt,  theakieere 
3and:  &nrent;  gratitude  ishe  fdit  towards  her 
land  fticads;  and  l^  h«  attantions,  and 
i^pearing  hersdf  to  feel  no  apprdbenstons, 
ake  suooebded  iii  siippcMrting  tiie  spirits  of 
heir  benefactress,  ilt  was  no  easy  task  to 
'  Aippress  her  own  feelings;  but  the  a£fee- 
tionate  gratitude  of  the  signora  Landolini 
-was  more  than  equal  to  it,  though  the 
.perverse  bquadly  of  the  countess  Sam- 
buca  frequentty  made  the  trial  more  se- 
vere by  reetirring  to  past  events,  which 
Maignerita  laould  not  remember  without 
the  deepest  affiction. 

:-  When  the  eastle  tttillery  had  thundered 
on  the  asflsibmts^  and  her  first  alarms  had 
subsided,  she  eK«laimed~'<  Obj  deia:est 


MtfjAittinita !  fin*  mercy*^  mke  tell  U8 !  Is 
it  like  the  dreadful  soen^  on  board  tke 
eorinmv  when  yoo  were  irst  carried  off?** 

^  I  had  no  gallunt  defi^icier^-^  one  on 
whom  to  rely  init  Heaveii/'  she  replied.  ^ 

^  You  oett^nly  had  all  the  teiror  to 
yoorsdf,'*  continned  the  countess,  ^  which, 
i  suppose^  made  the  affiiir  so  partieukriy 
interertiing,  fix  I  ha¥e  heard  my  dear  de^ 
parted  friend,''  here^  dke  giave  a  deejp  ^^, 
''  ngnor  Giaetano,  express  his  admiratioii 
of  your  fi)rtitnde  and  designation,  and  I 
hare  rieen  him  listen  with  attrition  to  the 
detail  <rf^*the>Kiiole  afikir^  whiieh  heinust 
hiftt-  heaid  several  times,  though/I  lis- 
sure  you,  I  coidd  searoely  get  from  him 
one  attempt  at  cc^idolenbe,  when  I  related 
the  whole  d  my  dreadM  misfintune'at 
thef  time  theietiga  was  overturned^ '  and 
I  bruised  my  arm  about  five  years  badb' ; 
bendes  which,  one  mornings  duiing  mass, 
at  San  Hetro^  I  toU  him  the  whole  his- 
tory of  the  frightful  mt  I  saw  at  6amlnifla» 
wli^en  t  first  went  thereafter  my  maniage, 
and  the  count  was  so  inhumaQ  as  to  insif  t 
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Cd^O^I.  ffcftilgkl  VHwr^,  iiim'^  .-l^fi^ 
fi*  upon-  .(be  .w^^<t„;W^  iffkjn.^iBa/c 

.f|pCtp^\     Xjllp^I^Wi    Vfilb^-;X^.)l^^ 

t«||t«ii;taM9iog^^««  jflW  fitoq?  «f:^#  bM^J** 

f  tftif  bsHintsa  Solfiw^  ivl]tf»  w|is  i^ih^  jd«K- 
llairbed  >  a«4i  lenifitii;  1^  jt1»#  ;4isdl|cnQg$» .  of 
jAar.isrtiBeisr,  atoji  tile  ^ilenl;CQiifii«i$lP 
.'wrbioh.  it  ]!nt»/4Inpos||^l3e,'t«•iooI|«e(i  %fHP 

Dqn.iQiac9int(,-^ftr6}i.(^'4b9.  «$f^  it 
might :h»^  iv^an  Imn  Repaired !tft|)^«s 
<  aooa  as  -h^.  oould;  sad  -  ■  micte  *  Hghfi  >  /)f  illie 
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partisans,''  he  said,  ''  are  endeavourihg  txi 

ttsmir  ^iHysxyn.  au'I/I  lunirttm  'JN  hp  oil  uunsssiuii 

to  fii^'«»^"-ftiid:i8idi«po«edct^  trjr.his  MeIII 
aganKr^ttnv^Al^."  It'U  A  pttf  lobthat 
)^%lii^Mel}f<^y  tshould  iiHr^^Mrti  in 

bellion.  1-  Im^  ^b6i«K  «14igettl  tp  iMdeir  imy 
ihi^>ta'lillB&^  off  "lite- 'tii^  nsbfcitttes 

P^'IBnM  ake'^tViiAmiot  it  majr  o6caachfe 
tor j'c^'ek^lteiwa.^'i  •■.•■■•■'  ••j-.iiu/- 

'^  Y^  -kindncfM/  sig^idr,:^  ti^ed  1^ 
ihti^fd,  **'1i«s''linid%e4  be^  ntfroiBittiBgf; 
Ix^iitfe'it  il^  tKf^ii'b^ase  tDibcpiiieeesniy^ 
%iftf ibl^My  {xi<(r!e6s1»nsift  I'-ttustiitiwiH 
still  Me  ¥i»ei^,  ^tliea-{:tffi  t^e  restoratuin 
of  lN^1««t'fitth«^,^bi(<tm  h&r  fiMkiUjr  cMi'iid. 

<>tii''^:dil!ieklM8i«lltiMiift;<i!«itt^  tifCf;  dbbfc -wfe 
fneiidsMt»IUi«sitelt'''  iSf  sufiMiig»(|n!lifis 
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hail  the  approach  of  death  with 
tidn.^ 

^  My  dear  mother,  talk  not  tbiUr''  t^d 
CoBtanaa ;  **  you  are  low  und  terrified,  but 
indeed  not  so  mudi  worse  as  you  fear/* 

"  My  child,  -do  not  deceive  yourself; 
let  me  take  this,  perhaps  la^  ppf>Qrtunity 
qf  speaking  to  my  noUe  frieQd.T 

ff  Deer  donna  CoBtahza;*?  said;  the.baron» 
*^  I  trust  her  extiellenza  is  mad)  better 
than  she  thinks  hersdf ;  but  do  not  1^,  us 
agitate  her  by  any  opposAtipn ;  and  be  as- 
8dred»  madam/'  h^  said,  addressing  the 
barodeas,  ^  that  till  the  restoration  of  the 
baron,  which  I  hope  will  be  very  soon,  his 
daughter  shall  be,  as  much;  my  cara  as  if 
she  were  my  own;  and  if.^here  is  any 
thing  in  my .  power,  now  or  hereafter, 
which  will  contribute  to  your  comfort,  I 
bese^diyoii  to. command  me:  but  these 
Btorms  will  wcai  blow  over^  and  the  offen- 
ders  pumshed.  We  shldl  all  live  to  tell 
them  to.  QurchildrenVcJimdren^  as  tales  of 
:  dtherrtiteira;  and  for  any  services  I  am  able 
IfeDeddeTt  aomb  of  my  ftmily:  may  per- 
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hapi  be.  ddftnroiis  to  tax  yoor  ^titade  iat 
a  reiy  high  prioe.^ 

^  I  elm  think  of  none  whteh  it  would 
nol  be  happiness  to  ptfjr,''  and  the  baron* 
edti,  ^^nd  yoitlr  donfiddice  in  die  event  of 
this  fitfiiggfe  With  onr  tuthfefi^  persecutor 
^ves'Me  gi*eat  oooifefrt  for  Tou  and  those 
lii^e  behind  me.. '-  lilcnfi^ir  jjftm  will  estert 
-eV^^  effort  to  resfi^  ray  imdband^tb  li^ 
^b^y^tf  h^  is  still 'in  thbvradd,  and  your 
assurances  of  ^care  of  my  poor  cbild  giirb 
me  the  only  consolation  I  am  jaow  capable 
:of  Ai^ng."?. :  • 

l[%e' baron  then  returned  to.  the  baraip^ 
•eds' and  h^t  companicMs^  and  iiriiortljl'  after 
don^FM^  entered;  :'!fhe>bayoness  did  not 
trust  hersdf. to  8pe&;«lnitiishe  looked  at 
hitii* idtfa  iiitenK^^iiik:dety^, ^andhe ailswer- 
«id  tb^ertMk^Mp^i^  AU:lMb:|^ 
Ithe  ^  day^  eren  ,as  yodr  ^eJGceUenaRa  could 

.  .  ..ff  Da^^rocT/idyi  me^dbSrjeheJsaid^;  .withia 
jbint  smileu    ^XfiMn(d  il^o^^ttlfiim  faaddis- 
-  aumoipdakvAklneM  fAsAai  onrvftati" 
i^  £km  fiiaiBODwdkxiiiUjsobto    exp»siB* 


:"'Vi3 


individual  within  the  y/nSOA  Qvt{l^m  |(v 
Akfhaii  Briifar.  atwwgt'rpotfiitift  >4ihc;ene- 

hubB.  and  bi^^iftfty  'M»m«ci(.iB>fiii«l«RQe." 

raeatJiiQcLbfMBfiwedft  abiUrbi^b^  t0  WiMid 

qoS^  .^ndiiiile  id  at4itadr«ta  0ur'rq>o0e  mid 
accommodation,  instead  of  ouY.jhiild^  ito 
4Qiek'fiK(is^*wMdb»tii0ithe;j^aireM;(^9^  as 

:;tkiriU!:c»i)flie»  ttfoifo  ififi 

:iterfjr  iM2e  dianteiof  jUe^at^^         i.^in^ 
-7  /  if  :<b  amisfaM,^  vsldii  ifae^coHBfeaEr  SamlM- 
(ei^rt>^!t]»9ifntehM:hai^^^  fbe 

1  AiDdamri^  ^te  -otat^  gapartmepta^ftMr  J 
heard  the  most  dreadful  riot  in  that,ditee- 
i^faUyvaiid/det^anioulfliibaai  ibiK3liBngt>faE  have 

""Itmibwki  iDfaed/'aiQdlAeMiQli^ttml- 
ang^  /S  imti)dow.UncxdlaBifei  taste 
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^nd  industry  would  give  me  hopes  of  some 
from  your  hands,  and  those  of  our  other  : 
fair  cousins,  which   would  far  outvalue 
those  destroyed*" 

**  Santa  Maria!"  said  the  countess,  *' what 
a  horrible  idea !  It  is  well  the  count  is 
not  here :  if  such  a  fancy  once  got  posses- 
sion of  him,  he  would  insist  on  my  work- 
ing tapestry,  or  doing  some  shocking  use- 
ful thing  for  every  room  at  Sambuca." 

"  Here  is  the  count  himself  coming,  I 
think,"  said  don  Paolo. 

"  Is  he  indeed  ?     Then  I  am  sure   I 
must  go  and  visit  the  dear  interesting  ba-  . 
roness  Solanto,   and   the  sweet  humble- 
minded  Costanza.     I  have  not  been  near 
them  all  day." 

**  No,  for  Heaven's  sake,  don't !"  said  Mar- 
guerita,  running  to  prevent  her;  "  your 
excellenza  had  better  defer  your  visit  till 
to-morrow  morning." 

**  My  dear  creature,  by  to-morrow  we 
may  all  be  killed,  and  then,  you  know,  I 
can  never  go  at  all.** 

VOL.  IV.  c 
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Do  not  be  under  any  alarm,"  said  the 
count,  who  just  entered,  ^  for  our  foes 
must  be  too  much  in  want  of  rest  to  dis« 
turb  us  to-night,  and  to-morrow  we  will 
fihd  them  too  good  employment  to  give 
them  time  to  annoy  you." 

^  Before  her  husband  had  ceased  speak- 
ing, the  countess  had  retired  to  her  legend 
and  her  comer,  with  one  of  PeroUo's  chil- 
dren, whom  she  detained  an  unwilling 
auditor  of  a  miserable  detail  of  what 
might  happen  from  those  terrible  people 
the  Lunas,  until  the  child  began  to  weep 
audibly  from  terror,  and  was  rescued  from 
the  general  tormentor. 
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CHAPTER  11. 


i#^^»i»^*i»^»»^^^^#^^^ 


De  mon  fiel  abreuv^s  h.  mes  fureurs  en  proie 
Combattre  avec  audace,  et  niourir  arec  joie. 

Henriade* 

At  the  dawn  of  morning,  Ferrante  Lu- 
cbese  was  sent  with  a  detachment  of  the 
forces  to  continue  the  attack  upon  the  side 
of  St  Pietro,  which  church  waft  entirely 
destroyed  during  the  conflict.  With  an» 
other  party  don  Pietro  Gilberto,  a  Pa- 
lermiian  cavalier,  attached  to  count  Luna, 
took  his  way  through  the  Porta  di  Santa 
Caterina,  and  sounding  their  drums  and 
tmmpeta,  shouting  ^^  Viva  Luna  and  Pe- 
ralta !"  they  mounted  the  roof  of  a  palazzo 
which  fiiced  the  great  gateway.  From 
this  post  they  commenced  a:  discharge  of 
guns  and  cross-bows  agmnst  don  Paolo, 

c  a 
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who  was  stationed  on  the  tower.  Being 
now  more  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  be- 
sieged, their  shot  took  more  effect,  and 
many  of  the  companions  of  don  Paolo 
were  wounded,  but  he  himself  escaped, 
though  wherever  the  conflict  was  the  hot^ 
test,  there  was  seen  the  gleaming  of  his 
white  armour  and  the  waving  of  his 
plume;  nor  did  the  assailants  purchase 
this  advantage  without  feeling  the  ven- 
geance of  the  gallant  defenders;  torrents  of 
tiood  poured  from  the  roof  of  the  palazzo, 
and  many  of  Gilberto*s  men  fell  lifeless 
from  the  summit  of  the  building ;  but  the 
enthusiasm  of  both  parties  seemed  to  in- 
crease with  the  increasing  danger. 

Amongst  those  who  distinguished  them- 
selves in  this  conflict  was  don  Antonio  di 
Noto,  a  cavalier  justly  celebrated  for  bis 
military  talents  and  bravery ;  he  had 
mounted  amongst  those  who  had  taken  pos- 
session of  the  palazzo,  and  had  done  consi- 
derable damage  to  the  adherents  of  Perplla 
The  count  Sambu(^  had  been  the  chief 
victim  of  his  unerring  aim,  and  was  borne. 
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from*  the  scene  of  action  senseless  and 
bleeding. 

The  countess,  when  informed  of  the 
accident,  rent  the  air  with  screams,  not^ 
withstanding  she  was  assured  that  her 
husband's  wound,  though  severe,  did  not 
appear  to  be  dangerous. 

**  Let  us  render  him  all  the  service  we 
can,**  said  the  baroness  Pandolfina.  **  Come^ 
my  dear  madam,  you  must  be  impatient 
to  be  with  him." 

'*  Jesu  Maria,  baroness  !**  again  scream- 
ed the  countess,  *^  I  cannot  endure  the 
sight  of  blood.  Oh !  my  dear,  dear  Sam- 
buca !  pray  let  him  have  a  priest  and  a 
doctor,"  and  again  her  grief  was  vented  in 
cries  and  lamentations. 

The  baroness,  seeing  that  nothing  like 
rational  assistance  was  to  be  obtained  from 
the  lady,  left  the  room  to  render  all  the 
aid  in  her  power  to  the  wounded  man. 

Don  Paolo  saw  the  fall  of  the  count, 
and  resolving  to  avenge  him,  singled  out 
one  of  his  opponents  who  appeared  to  be 
of  consequence ;  he  levelled  his  barque- 
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liuss,  but  a  vassal  of  Gilbefto  passing  at 
the  instant,  received  the  fatal  blow*  Again 
Perollo  loaded  his  piece,  and  watched  his 
opportunity ;  the  ball  struck  with  impetu* 
cms  force  the  buckler  of  don  Antonio,  and 
smote  it  with  such  violence  against  his 
breast,  that  he  fell  from  the  parapet  near 
which  he  stood,  and  was  shattered  to 
atoms  in  his  descent. 

Don  Paolo  and  his  x;ompanidns  raised  'a 
shout  of  triumph  at  their  success^  Whiifti 
WHS  answered  by  cries  of  defiance  *arid  a 
volley  from  the  friends  of  'Sxm  Antorik), 
who  'Seemed  -determined  to  revenge  Hs 
loss. 

Accursi  d'Amato  had  teen  dispMdierd 
with  a  considerable  detadnrrent  to  "flie 
Porta  delli  Bagni,  a  gate  adjoining  the 
iKnise  of  Cosmo  Liuchese,  firom  which  was 
an  internal  communication  with  tihe  CJasa 
di  P^roHo.  The  noble  owner  of  this  man- 
sion ivas  a  member  of  a  distinct  brancjh  of 
the  house  of  Luchese,  from  'which  the 
countess  Caltabellotta  descended.  Both  don 
Cosmo  and  his  fether  had  married  relatives 
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of  Perdio,  to  whom  they  were  firmly  at- 
tached. 

Hoping  to  effect  an  entrance  into  tl>e 
castle  on  this  side,  Delia  Bardia  was  sent 
to  make  the  attempt ;  the  care  of  dan 
Giaeomo,  however,  had  anticipated  the 
danger,  and  the  house  was  strongly  barrf- 
cadoied.  The  assailants  reared  soaUng-lad- 
ders  against  the  south  wall,  and , poured  ijn 
•atrthe  windows  such  a  contihueddischarge 
of  balls  and  arrows,  that  no  one  could  ^ 
:8ome  time  approach  them.  ^At  lengthy 
'amidst  a  shower  of  hostile  weapons^  threefyf 
Ihegallant  defenders  endeiavoured^toifetum 
'the  fire:  of  ^thehr  (enemies,^  and  advancing  to 
Ae  windows,  kid  two  of  their  adversaries 
on  the. ground  by  th^  shafts,  and  slightby 
wounfied  Delia  Bardia ;  but  their  valour 
^as  fatal  to  themselves,  and  tiliey  sunk 
under  the  numberless  missiles  whicih  wene 

^  aimed  at  them  the  instant  they  appeared. 

At  this  time  ihex»stle  was  sm*rounded 

on  three  sides,  and  the  battle  continued 

-  obsturate  ^and  bloody  during  great  /part  iof 
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the  morning ;  machines  were  brought  to 
endeavour  to  batter  down  the  walls,  but 
with  little  or  no  success,  except  where 
Accurti  bad  succeeded  in  making  a  breach 

'-  in  the  house  of  Luchese ;  here,  howev^, 
don  Giacomo  had  brought  two  pieces  of 
artillery  to  bear  upon  the  assailants,  and 

-  made  a  tremendous  slaughter  of  the  parti-, 
tans  of  Luna. 

Amidst  the  combatants,  the  gigantic 
figure  of  Accursi  was  eminently  c(ms{H- 

'  cuous ;  his  dark  plumes  waved  high  over 

'the  heads  of  the  surrounding  multitude, 
and  he  appeared  rejoicing  in  the  scene  of 
blood  and  desolation.     By  his  side  was 

•  Francisco  Sacchetta,  captain  of  the  Lan- 
ces^ who  had  joined  don  Sigismund  from 
Salemi,  and  who  distinguished  himsdf 
during  the  day  by  his  intrepid  courage :  a 
shaft  from  a  cross-bow  at  length  pierced 
his  eye,  and  at  the  same  time  a  shot  car- 
ried off  his  right  arm.  He  fell  weltering 
in  his  blood;  a  cry  of  vengeance  burst 
from  his  associates,  and  Delia  Bardia,  ex- 
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horting  them  to  avenge  the  fall  of  Sac- 
.  cbetta,  planted  a  ladder  against  the  breach^ 
and  rushed  through  it  sword  in  hand. 

An  exclamation  from  the  besieged  in 
the  f ower  above  caught  the  watchful  at- 
tention of  Pandolfina — ^  Follow  me,**  he 
cried,  to  those  nearest  his  person,  and 
with  the  swiftness  of  lightning  flew  to 
the  passage  which  led  into  the  house  of 
Liuchese.  The  figure  of  Accursi  darken- 
ed the  entrance ;  the  harquebuss  of  Pan- 
.dolfina  was  levelled  in  an  instant,  and 
Delia  Bardia  lay  prostrate  at  the  thresh- 
old. 

**  Forward!"  cried  PeroUo  to  his  fol- 
lowers, as  he  rushed  towards  the  body. 

Count  Giorgio  raised  the  fallen  chiefldn 
with  inconceivable  quickness,  and  aided 
by  his  men,  conveyed  him  down  the  lad- 
der,  whilst  a  violent  contest  took  place  at 
ihe  portal.  Perollo  was  at  length  victo- 
rious; the  partisans  of  Luna  fled  before 
him,  and  retreating  with  his  friends  again 
into  his  castle,  the  passage  was  immedi* 

c8 


trtely  dosed  lagaiiist  all  iUture  darker,  by 
4»tteiittg  "down  {mrt  €ff  the  matiisian  from 
above. 

The  body  of  Accursi  WHS  conveyed  into 
Ifce  air,  and  his  helmet  taken  <*ffi  The 
T>all  had  lodged  in  his  head ;  but  he  still 
Kved,  ttiough  speechless,  and  after  a  iew 
moments  ^apfpdared  to  i^vive.  His  valbiir 
%)ad  exdted  ih  Iris  followers  the  highest 
twpect,  ^nd  they  now  crowded  round 
hitn  bewailing  his  inisfbrtnne ;  he  was 
isettsible  of  theit  conduct,  and  seemed  per- 
•fecitly  awafe  ^  his  own  situation,  intimat- 
ing by  signs  a  wish  to  be  removed  from 
the  scene,  and  waving  his  hand  to  his 
soldiers,  pointed  to  the  towers  of  the 
castle,  as  if  exciting  them  to  revenge  bis 
death  by  the  destruction  of  Perollo.  He 
was  then  carried  to  the  house  of  his  kins- 
man Imbiagnia,  as  being  nearest  to  the 
spot,  and  information  of  the  unfortunate 
event  dispatched  to  don  Sigismund. 

The  character  of  ^Della  Bardia  was  not 
such  as  to  have  conciliated  the  aflfection  of 
bis  family ;  but  their  knowledge  of  his 
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iirmness  and  resolution,  and  their  esteem 
:fi>r  ills  bravery,  made  them  deeply  lament 
the  fatal  catastrophe,  and  Luna,  in  parti* 
cular,  well  knew  the  worth  of  his  long- 
tried  services  and  attachment,  which,  from 
whatever  cause  it  proceeded,  made  him, 
under  present  circumstances,  one  of  the 
-greatest  losses  he  could  have  sustained. 
He  commanded  that  every  care  should  be 
taken  of  his  wounded  friend,  and  the 
countess  Caltabellotta  informed  of  the  ao- 
ddent 

Pietro  Gilberto  and  his  party,  from  the 
roof  of  the  palazzo,  still  continued  to  main- 
tain their  conflict  with  those  upon  the 
tower,  with  some  loss  on  both  sides,  but 
ichiefly  on  the  part  of  the  besiegers.  D^ 
spairing  of  driving  his  enemies  from  their 
-station,  and  confiding  in  the  bravery  of 
•his  fdilowers,  don  Pietro  at  length  de- 
scended from  his  post,  and  with  more  than 
^an  hundred  men  advanced  furiously  to  tlie 
castle  gate,  to  endeavour  once  more  to  fii^e 
it  This  movement  wa&  observed  by  don 
'Paolo,  and  instantly  provided  a^inst :  be 
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eommanded  a  large  mortar  to  be  filled  with 
chains,  nails,  stones,  and  whatever  means 
^offence  was  at  hand,  and  discharged  it 
.at  the  advancing  column,  who  were  swept 
down  in  multitudes,  and  nearly  the  whole 
party  killed  or  wounded  by  the  blow* 

The  adherents  of  Luna  stood  aghast  at 
this  new  method  of  destruction.  Don 
Paolo  perceived  their  consternation^  and 
bis  artillery  was  opened  upon  them  with 
.fresh  fury.  The  space  before  the  castle 
was  covered  with  the  slaughtered  follow- 
ers of  Gilberto^  the  remnant  of  whom  be- 
gan to  give  way^  and  fled  in  all  directions; 
.  the  friends  of  Perollo  shouted  in  triumph; 
the  gates  were  thrown  open,  and  don 
Paolo,  at  the  head  of*  only  twelve  men, 
rushed  out  upon  their  routed  foes. 

I>on  Pietro  had  halted^  transfixed  with  • 
wonder  and  dismay,  and  was  nearly  aban- 
doned by  his  men^  when  a  bolt  from  the 
cross-bow  of  Perollo  pierced  his  side.  He 
tunned  and  joined  his  flying  host.  At  the 
enttance  of  the  street  of  Santa  Caterina, 
he  met  don  Sigismund  and  Adriano»  and 
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staggering  towards  the  count,  fell  at  his 
feet,  and  instantly  expired. 

The  alarm  spread  by  the  fugitives,  and 
the  fell  of  Gilberto,  reached  the  ears  of 
Ferrante  Luchese,  who  hastened  with  a 
considerable  reinforcement  to  their  aid, 
upon  which  don  Paolo  retired,  and  safely 
reccmducted  his  brave  companions  within 
the  wall&  All  the  exhortations  of  Fer- 
rante, and  the  force  of  his  example,  could 
not,  after  this,  bring  his  people  to  a  fresh 
assault;  they  had  received  too  severe  a 
lesson  frcHn  the  hands  of  don  Paolo  to 
venture  again  within  reach  of  his  fire,  or 
to  expose  themselves  to  the  danger  of  an- 
other sally ;  and  gladly  did  the  partisans 
of  Luna  hear  the  signal  for  retreat,  which 
sounded  i^  sunset  dosed  the  bloody  and 
disastrous  day  which  had  seen  the  fall  of 
their  boldest  leaders^  and  the  flower  of 
their  troops,  without  giving  them  any  adi- 
va^tage  to  boast  against  their  impregnable 
enemy. 

Having  placed  guards  for  the  night, 
count  Lama  retired  to  his  eastle»  much 
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sdispJrited  at  tfie  events  which  had  deprive 
ed  him  o£  his  bfave  friends  Delia  Bardia 
«hd  Gilfoerto,  and  at  the  fruitless  sacrifice 
of  so  many  other  ikithAil  and  devoted  ad- 
4i€Mnts:  during  the  -night  the -chief  com- 
manders assembled  to  deliberate  on  the 
unpromising  state  of  their  affairs. 

Pugiades  and  Bartolomeo  Tagliavia  were 
'Smost  the  only  advocates  for  peace  t  the 
fermer  urged  that  they  had  now  ^iv«i- 
their  enemy  a  lesson  of  their  courage  ^and 
resolution  in  redressing  their  wrongs,  ^nd 
though  they  bad  not  effected  an  en- 
trance into  the  castle,  still  they  had  cut 
<3ff  many  of  their  adversaries ;  and  that  ra- 
ther than  prosecute  the  affair,  there  could 
be  no  doubt  but  that  don  Giacomo  would 
m^e  some  sacrifice  and  submission,  of  no 
less  value  than  the  destruction  of  a  greatar 
portion  of  his  vassals ;  his  men  would  soon 
be  recruited,  but  his  pride,  once  brought 
dfjwn  to  submit,  could  not  easily  rise 
to  the  height  to  which  it  had  hitlierte? 
soared. 

Don  Michele  pointed  out  the  sacrifice 


^i  whiek ihxy  imd tnmlntaihed  thbcoritest^ 
fUifl  IHbe  ^1itti6  ctianve  tbey  had  xythSng 
irtoYcf  imodftfesfkri  Ml  the  moih^w*---**  The 
wa&s  of  the  ^slter  he  said,  •*  wfere  unin* 
jik^;  Cfie  ispii^i^df  the  bes^ged  Tindauiit- 
<e&,  wli*fet>thdr  trtim  troops  weiiB  dispirit- 
J<ed  saiB,  disheaptenedi.^  If  i with  eight  hutK 
Alfid  men/*  be^C0iU»iiMei^'^l^iveJiave^^ 
•ed  'in  storniingltiiesr  f^iitress,  lean  we  hope 
to  be  ttiore^ttstiafce  wi^htxarFom 
«n«i  awl  WB^dced?  Their  friends  kte 
likely  to  incpeasfe;  swifoouts  iviU  arrive 
'fr(ito  evejij^  qbarter,  and  fcom  what  re- 
isonrces  caa  wte  multiply'  our  numbers  ? 
'Elr^y  mem'  vi^  :c&n>  oominanfl  has  ^beeii 
)>rottght  iilto  aetl^ti,  and  if  we  waste  our 
foreec  by  a  ooi^inxiatioii  of  these  useless 
9lttA(^,  wlitrt  'jirdspect  aan  wfe  have  of 
WmpeUhig  dur  enemies  ta  terms  here^ 
lifter^  'Hp(Mi  Whli:^  our  '^v^ntual  safety 
fh^ik  depend?  My  adviee  is,  that  terras 
h^  Weired  to  PeroUor--^  d;^  submission 
extdttcd  irotn  hib,  ^and  s^me  secure  gua^ 
rantee  required  against  a  renewal  of  the  op*- 
^fesioti-to  which  we  have'Jbieen  4ttbject.'^ 
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:    Bartolomeo  Tagliavia  agreed  as  f o  the 
policy  of  treating  with  Pertllo~**  The 
populace,"  he  said,  ^*  were  vehemently  at- 
tached to  his  party,  and  had  only  been 
-kept  from  rising  tumultuously  in  his  de- 
fence by  their  terror  of  the  armed  adherents 
of  the  count ;  the  bad  success  of  the  last 
two  days  would  encourage  them  to  make 
a  movement  in  fitvour  of  don  Giacomo, 
and  count  Luna  would  be  surrounded  on 
all  sides,  even  before  the  distant  firiends  of 
PeroUo  could  arrive.    Our  own  troops,*^ 
he  added,  ^  are  much  disheartened,  and 
the  catastrophe  of  Gilberto  and   his  de- 
tachment has  struck  them  with  such  a 
panic,  that  they  could  not  again  be  rallied. 
During  the  night  their  ardour  will  con- 
tinue to  abate;  they  will  learn  the  various 
misfortunes  which  occurred  in  dther  points 
of  attack,  and  by  to-morrow  we  shall  find 
them  more  anxious  to  seek  protection 
within  the  walls  of  Luna  Castle,  than  to 
encounter  the  valour  of  don  Paolo,  and  the 
terrors  of  his  irresistible  artillery." 

Adriano  thought  i%  would  be  easy  to 
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lure  don  Giacomo  from  his  walk  by  pro- 

.  posing  an  amnesty^  and  that  his  insolence 

.  would  undoubtedly  give  occasion  to  their 

followers  to  avenge  it ;  their  impetuosity 

could  not  be  restrained;  and  if  PeroUo 

thus  fell  a  victim  to  his  own  imprudence, 

he  only  would  be  to  blame.     The  chiefs 

of  the  party  would  avoid  the  danger  they 

.  plight  incur  by  continuing  their  acts  of 

.  violence^  and  might,  as  they  found  most 

.  politic,  punish  or  connive  at  the  murder 

which  the  impatience  of  their  followers, 

and  the  provocation  of  their  enemy,  would 

cause. 

A  silence  of  some  length  succeeded  this 
proposal ;  the  chiefs  appeared  not  fully  to 
Oomprehend  the  meaning  of  Peralta,  and 
Ferrante  Luchese  requested  9n  explana- 
tion. 

"  Our  cause,"  answered  Adriano,  "  is 
that  of  justice;  we  are  assembled  to  deli- 
ver ourselves  from  intolerable  oppression, 
and  to  punish  a  long  course  of  injuries 
.  against  ourselves  and  fellow-citizens^  We 
have  used  all  the  means  we  have  of  op^ 
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"Vnbr^'BkiA  since  f^ese  faave'fittled,  strati^em 
told  private  revenge  most  have  their  way. 
in  every  ittiticm,  and  in  every  age,  when 
lyrantsliave  &l}en,  by  whatever  mean^thdr 
«id  was  eompas6ed j  succeeding  generations 
have  api(lx>ved  and  jtistified4;he  hand  whicli 
stmck  the  blow;  By  one  great  ^Hct  of 
slaughter,  our  island  was  delivered  from 
its  French '  oppnessers,  >and  fhe  name  ^f 
Giovanni  di  Frodda  will  for  €^er  be  con- 
seoroted  m  tbe'4nemoiy  4if  every  true  6i* 
cfilian.  L^  us  do  for  Seiaeca  what  tibe 
^^i^Han  Vespetedidforour  forcfftthers ;  kt 
us,  as  they  did,  lull  our  foes  into  a  ^Uite 
•o^fancxed  security,  and  bavkig  persuaded 
^em  to  iay^aside  their  arms,  let  tis  Hr 
snme  ^onr  K)tm,  and  fulfil  our  purposed 
vengemae.  The  disposition  of  <^como 
is  bold  and  confident ;  he  may  be  tempted 
to  trust  our  faoth,  and  made  to  feel  our 
resohition.  Pandolfina  thus  cut  ofif^  the 
Test  will  fell  an  easy  conquest/* 
'  When  Adriano  had  concluded,  silenoe 
again  prevailed  tiH  Ferrante  once  more 
addrei^ed  him—**  I  bdieve,  signor  barone^ 
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1  iliJEill  fifpeak  the  isentknents  of  idl  ^our 
IMerfds,^^  lea^  of  ftH  whdtn  I  dbould  Wish 
to  'i^ae  amoDgst  liie  •  number,  in  r^qiiest- 
h}g  -that  we  may  be  mi  mote  inBixittd  by 
yow  dastardly  advicte.  1  am  mo  orator ;  1 
^ttnrnbt  yecourit  a^l  ¥be  succesi^fu}  tn^Fdi^s 
ih  whidh  tb0  >dfifetiders  have  es^^d  the 
kfeiyids  of  the  haH^niiaft :  to  j^tirtcflf  I  leflFVte 
^^bh  'gtuAee^  and  3F<m  t«^t  I  docfbt  not, 
tftie  flay,  find  them  serviceable.  We  are, 
signor  Peralta,  albnnd  -of  sOliiBefs  atifl  '6f* 
grtitleffMfen,  ttaet  to  avenge  oot'^rongs  in 
t^pcta  ^arfkre.  fed  heTeqiiiJed  «ie  MtA 
oT^  assffsslh,  eoiiMli/tLna^<^i^d  notlmv^ 
iBtimmoned  togttttie^  Kis  fettiity  td  i^e^Br 
Mne:  bift  4'%i!l  not  wafite  the  timte  6{ 
these  brave  caV^iis  In  corrfbifing  'ah 
■^hiion  »trhicb  rtteefe^ith  ihfe  samfe  ftiS- 
ftig$  cflTabhoirehce^oiA  ns'aH.  It  appears 
to  me  tbat^^lily  wartt  ftom  whi<ih  we 
rft  present  suHer  ^is  l!hat  of  artSllety.  Could 
ifcre  once  sfucceed-in-^mikmga  breach  in  the 
•waB,"  ttiwe  would  he'  littte  dstnger  bfut  that 
dur  brave  foUdwert  \*^btflcl  force  their  way 
Into  ihe  intierior ;  .arid  bad  we  TbUt  an  op- 
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;portunity  of  meeting  upon  equal  t^rms, 
,  pur  superior  numbers  and  our  equal  bra- 
.  very  must  be  tictorioua     It  is  not  proba- 
ble, as  no  impression  has  been  made  upon 
his  outworks,  that  we  shall  find  PeroUo 
more  inclined  to  submission  than  hefose 
the  contest  b^an ;  he  wiU  argue  from  our 
offers  that  we  feel  our  weakness,  and  con- 
sequently  reject  the  treaty,  which   will 
tend  only  to  spread  alarm  through  our  al- 
*•  ready-dispirited  troops,** 

As  Luchese  paused  for  a  moment,  Adri« 
ano  again  began-—'*  I  did  not  expect  from 
signor  Ferrante  the  very  temperate  re- 
.  proof  I  have  received ;  but  I  am  not  de- 
sirous of  railing  in  return^  or  I  might  ask 
how  his  high  and  mighty  spirit  could  be 
.  amongst  the  foremost  in  the  unexpected 
attack  upon  the  vassals  of  PeroUo,  or  in 
the  slauirhter  of  the  insolent  Statella  ?    It 
would  surely  have  been  more  accordant 
.  with  his  lofly  and  romantic  notions,  to 
have  sent  his  heralds  and  pursuivapts^  to 
announce  his  honourable  intention  to  cut 
the  throats  of  the  party  in  their  beds,  ae* 
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cording  to  the  strictest  rules  of  chivalry ; 
biit  signor  Luchese  has  pointed  out  the 
Wants  under  which  we  labour,  and  disco- 
'Htprid  the  errors,  of  others ;  may  I  venture 
^  to  Request  he  will  discover  a  remedy,  and 
tb^^his  prodigious  ingenuity   furnish   us 
[  with  the  artillqj  we  stand  in  need  of." 
[      Luchese  listened  without  heeding  the 
I.  tmnts  of  Adriano,  and  replied  with  tern- 
\  per  to  his  question — "  I  have  been  infor- 
med that  Francisco  PeroUo,  the  captain  * 
c£  the  city,  has  fled  from  his  post     We 
have  tlie   honour   to    see   amongst   our 
friends  the  barone  del  Nadore  and  the 
brave  Maurici,  who,  being  the  only  two 
of  the  Giorati  capable  of  acting,  what  pre- 
v^fits  them  from  commanding  the  dty 
artillery  to  be  delivered  to  our  use,  and  to. 
what  better  purpose  can  these  guns  be  put 
than  to  secure  the  freedom  and  welfare  of 
the  citizens  ?"  :  •  i  i 

The  proposal  of  Ferrante  was  : warmly 
approved,  arid  the  Giorati  called  on*  for: 
their -consent.    -  •   /. 

Del  Nadore  highly  extolled  the  wisdom 
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of  Lucbese  and  the  plan  he  proposed^  Kut 
declined  •  ffymg  the  (uaier  himselfy  and 
wished  to  put  the  whole  upon  MauricL 

Don  Sigismund  bowe^^^  deekred  tiiat 
he  did  not  wish  to  involve  either  of  the 
gimtlemen  in  futuoe  teoufale^  and,  orda^ 
Luchese  to  remove  the  gpna  as  soon  aa 
mooning  dawned. 

Fiigiades  made  one  more  fruitless  efEbrt 
for  peace,  which  had  but  .little  chance  of 
being  attended  to>»  and  concluded  by 
thanking  Lndiese  for  the  declaration  of  his 
sentiments  on  Adriano*s  proposed  scheme 
of  treacherous^  assassination,  in  reprobating^ 
which  he  said  every  honourable  man 
amongst  them*  must  have  united; 

Stung  by  his  censure,  Adriano  impa- 
tiently  observed  that  don  Michele  Pugi« 
ades,  the  advocate  and  the  relation  of  Pe- 
roUo,  might  well  attempt  to  excite  dis- 
cord between  the  friends  of  count  Luna, 
though  the  &te  of  that  impertinent  spy 
Ferraiu  might  have  been  ai  lesson  to  att 
who  joined  in  their  councils  only  to  weakf^ 
en  «id  betray  them. 
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•  Count  Luna,''  s^d  Pugbdes,  "  has 
this  nefarious  and  abusive  partisan  your 
countenance,,  in  thus  threatening  and  ca* 
lumniJEiting  your  friends  and  allies  ?" 

«  The  vehemence  of  Peralta,  and  his  atr! 
tachment  to  our  cause,  have  betrayed  him. 
iotp  a  wannth>"  answered  Luna,  '^  for 
vi^hich  he  will,  I  know,  hereafter  apolo* 

"  Count  Luna,"  replied  Pugiades,.  •*  this 
ia  not  sufficient ;  you  must  disown  hia  in* 
soleneei  I  had  hoped  that  the  rebuke  he 
met  with  from;  the  galUmt  Lucbese  would 
have  proceeded  front  yourself;  your  coQ«- 
science  may  find  some  plea  to  exculpatie 
your  silence,  but  for  the  aspersions  he  has  > 
dived  to  cast  on  me,  add  the  threats  he  has 
piesumed  to  bold  forth,  I  require  front 
you.  a  disavowaU" 

Luna  was  about  to  reply  in  wrath,  but 
was  interrupted  by  Lucbese,  who  protest- 
ed- against  prolonging  any  cause  for  dis«« 
cord  acnongst  themselves. 

Sigfemund  recollected  bionelf,  and  de* 
dared  his^  disapprobation;  of  tibeconduct  of 
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Peralta;  though  not  very  graciously  made, 
the  concession  was  received  by  don  Mi- 
chele,  and  the  party  separated. 

The  mind  of  the  countess  Caltabellotta 
during  the  scenes  which  had  passed  was 
involved  in  a  conflict  of  passions  which  at 
times  had  been  nearly  insupportable.  To 
obtain  full  and  ample  vengeance  against  the 
house  of  PeroUo  was  the  first  wish  of  her 
heart,  and  to  obtain  it  through  the  valour 
and  conduct  of  don  Sigismund,  the  sum- 
mit of  her  ambition  ;  yet  now  that  all  her 
long-cherished  hopes  were  on  the  eve  of 
fulfilment,  she  "trembled  for  the  event 
That  victory  must  be  the  final  reward  of 
their  exertions,  was  what  she  never  thought 
of  doubting;  but  the  price  at  which  it 
might  be  purchased  she  dreaded  to  con* 
sider.  It  was  possible  that  Sigismund 
might  fall.  The  anxiety  of  Delia  Bardia 
to  arrange  the  claims  of  Francisca,  in  case 
of  such  an  event,  had  pressed  the  subject 
upon  her  mind,  and  when  once  the  scene 
of  blood  began— -when  she  heard  the  clang 
of  arms,  the  thunder  of  the  hostile  artil- 
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lery,  and  witnessed  the  hurry  and  prepa^ 
ration  for  the  acts  of  carnage  around  her, 
she  could  not  but  remember  that  the  heir 
of  Luna  and  Peralta  was  vulnerable  and 
mortal  as  the  meanest  of  his  followers ;  and 
when  she  reflected  on  the  dreaded  Accur- 
st shie  trembled  at  the  idea  either  of  his 
life  or  death :  from  the  scene  of  action  she 
had  messengers  incessantly ;  her  time  wiks 
principally  spent  in  her  private  oratory,-: 
and  her  vows  for  the  safety  of  her  son 
most  fervent  and  unceasing ;  if  there  was 
one  feeling  in  the  breast  of  the  countess 
Luna  which  resembled  virtue,  it  was  ma- 
ternal love.  In  Sigismund  was  centered 
all  her  pride^  all  her  ambition  ;  and  to  ex- 
alt his  name  and  honour  was  the  study  of 
her  life.  He  was  the  idol  to  which  she 
had  sacrificed  eveiy  feeling  but  hatred  and 
revenge. 

With  impatient  anxiety  she  watd^ed 
the  countenance  of  every  one  who  broughti 
her  tidings,  to  anticipate,  if  possible,  theism 
details.    At  length  came  one  wboae  fafew 

VOL.  XV.  i>  s  / 
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spoke  him  the  bearer  of  ill.  The  countess 
held  her  breath  for  an  instant,  as  she  look- 
ed at  the  man — "  Is  he  dead  ?**  she  ex- 
claimed. 

**  Not  yet,"  replied  the  man  ;  "  but  it 
is  impossible  that  he  can  long  survive.** 

The  countess  stamped  in  an  agony  of 
grief,  and  was  rushing  to  the  door  — 
"  Where  is  he?"  she  exclaimed — ^  where 
is  xny  murdered  son  ?" 

The  man  looked  astonished. 

•*  Did  you  not  say  count  Luna  was  dy- 
ing ?"  she  asked,  in  a  voice  hoarse  ftom 
emotion. 

"  Excellenza,  no !"  replied  the  man, 
staring  as  if  to  ascertain  whether  her  in- 
tellects were  sound. 

•*  Fool !  idiot !"  she  cried,  her  grief 
changed  into  passion,  "  why  did  you  an- 
swer me  in  the  affirmative  ?" 

^^  May  it  please  your  excellenza,"  said  the 
man,  **I  told  the  truth.  I  saw  the  barone 
della  Bardia  borne  away  ^fter  his  wound, 
and  was  dispatched  hither  by  don  Marco 
Luchese  to  inform  you  of  the  event." 
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'"'  •»  t  messenger  mentioned  the 
name  ui  )( 11a  Bardia,  the  countess  start- 
ed, ajiJ  llirowing  herself  into  a  chair,  re- 
naincil  silent  for  several  minutes. 

The  man  proceeded  to  detail  all  he  knew 
jf  the  affair,  but  the  lady  was  too  much 
engrossed  by  her  own  reflections  to  heed 
bim. 

He  is  not  dead,"  at  length  she  said. 
No,"  replied  the  man ;  "  but  it  is  impos- 
sible he  can  recover.  He  is  conveyed  to 
the  house  of  Pietro  Imbiagnia,  and  I  dare 
my  one  of  the  monks  from  San  Francisco 
vnll  soon  be  with  him,  to  take  his  confes- 
non,  and  speed  his  soul  to  paradise,  which 
may  San  Pietro  soon  admit,  together  with 
that  of  your  excellenza  and  myself!"  he 
added,  devoutly  crossing  himself. 

The  countess  again  sat  some  minutes  in 
nlent  reflection.  At  length  she  said,  tum- 
mg  to  her  women — "  Order  what  servants 
can  be  found  to  attend  me  instantly  to  the 
house  of  Imbiagnia." 

••  Your  excellenza,"  said  one  of  them, 

D  2 
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"  Will  no*  expose  yourself  to  the  coiifUsion 
of  the  sfepeets  at  present  ?" 

'•  Obey  me  without  loss  of  titee,^  was 
the  only  reply ;  and  with  what  fe^v  men 
could  be  found  she  took  her  way  to  the 
house  whither  Delia  Bardia  had  been  con- 
veyed ftom  the  scene  of  hte  fell. 

Her  agony  at  the  idea  of  any  confession 
he  might  make,  or  from  any  -steps  which 
might  be  taken  after  his  death  by  those  to 
whotn  his  secret  transactions  were  known^ 
as  he  had  threatened  her,  in  case  she  at- 
temjpted  to  remove  him  by  assassination, 
now  overpowered  every  other  feeling,  and 
what  line  of  conduct  to  pursue  she  was 
undecided.  If  she  could  extort  from  him 
the  knowledge  of  the  place  in  which  Pie- 
tro,  her  tool  and  confidant,  was  confi)ied, 
she  thought  she  should  not  so  much  dread 
the  events  of  a  deathbed  confession/ when 
his  understanding  might  be  represented  ts 
deranged. 

On  arriving  at  the  house,  she  impati- 
ently demanded  to  be  conducted  to  the 
barone  della  Bardia.     The  family  of  Im- 
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biagfiia  had  all  reotoved  from  their  resi- 
dence, in  consequence  of  the  tumults,  and 
taken  up  their  abode  in  acassino  at  some 
distance  Irom  the  city.  Don  Pietro  was 
with  the  troops  at  the  siege,  and  oniy  two 
or  three  domestics  left  in  the  house.  By 
tliem  the  countess  was  conduced  to  the 
dkiinber  of  the  wounded  banm*  He  was 
placed  upon  a  couch,  and  attended  only  by 
one  t)£  his  own  followers  and  ia  stigiioA  i  the 
latter  bad  just  examined  his  wound,  4tod 
decsl^ed  his  skill  of  no  avail.  The  patient, 
he  ssidf  might  linger  for  some  f?w  houils, 
or  even  da3r8;  but  the  ball  was  so  lodged 
as  to  render  it  impossible  to  extmet  it,  and 
his  services  beu)g  of  no  use^  he  Wa« .  pre- 
piaring  to  retire,  fot  th^  purpose  of -fender- 
iQg  adsistaiice  to  others  who  stood  in  bised 
of  it,  and  whp  Were  in  a  less^^hopeless  c^- 
ditioti  thati  AcoUlrsi,  when,  as  he  Was  about 
to  quit  the  room^  the  eouhtess  Caltabellot- 
ta  entered ;  she  advanced  rapidly  to  the 
couch,  and  gaeed  fot  some  moments  on 
the  prostriate  fbrm  of  him  whom  most  she 
feared  and  hated  upon  earth,  yet  whose 


54  THE  FEUDS  OF 

death  was  an  event  she  contemplated  with 
infinite  alarm — "  Accursi,"*  she  said,  **  I 
heard  of  your  misfortune  with  the  deepest 
sorrow,  and  am  come  to  render  you  any 
aid  or  consolation  in  my  power" 

The  wounded  man  slowly  unclosed  his 

eyes ;  their  large  datk  orbs,  now  deprived 

of  their  fierceness,  glared  upon  her  with  a 

glossy  lustre,  which  made  her  shudder  as 

'she  beheld  him.  He  appeared  to  make  an 

^  eSoTt  to  speak ;  the  breath  raided  in  his 

throat ;  with  a  groan  the  most  appalling 

^e  again  closed  his  ey^s;  the  blood  welled 

from  his  wound ;  he  grasped  the  side  of 

the  couch  with  convulsive  strength,  and 

struggled  violently  for  an  instant. 

^*  The  baron  seems  incapable  of  speech," 
said  the  surgeon,  "and  suffers  terribly  fi-om 
every  attenipt :  it  is  cruel  to  torture  him." 

**  Is  there  no  means  of  restoring  him  for 
an  instant  to  the  power  of  articulation," 
asked  the  countess,  **  at  any  hazard?" 

"  None,"  replied  the  man,  **  that  I 
know  of*    He  may  possibly  recover  his 
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speedi  in  time,  but  no  artificial  means  can 
if* 

'  I  will  remain  with  my  dear  kinsman," 
the  lady  to  the  attendant  of  Delia 
Bardia;  "  my  women  shall  wait  in  tlie 
anti-room,  and  render  any  assistance  I 
may  want." 

The  man  was  about  to  depart,  when  Ac- 
cursi  endeavoured  again  to  articulate,  but 
in  vain ;  a  second  struggle  and  convulsion 
took  place,  after  which  he  remained  quiet ; 
and  the  surgeon  withdrew,  followed  by 
the  vassal  who  had  been  watching  by  the 
wounded  man  when  the  countess  arrived. 
The  lady  closed  the  door,  and  ordered  her 
women  to  allow  no  one  to  enter  unexpect- 
edly, as  it  might  alarm  the  sufferer. 

She  seated  herself  beside  the  bed,  and 
watched  the  dying  baron  in  silence.  He 
lay  for  some  minutes  still  and  motionless ; 
his  eyes  closed,  his  respiration  difficult, 
and  his  body  at  times  convulsed  by  inter- 
nal agony.  Could  she  but  ascertain  one 
thing,  the  countess  thought  she  should 
feel  at  peace  for  ever;  yet  the  present 
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State  of  the  sufierer  made  her  hopeless  of 
attaining  this  end.  -  It  was  true,  there  was 
now  no  fear  of  any  confession  being  made 
by  him  which  might  betray  her  secret ;  but 
he  had  always  informed  her  that  there 
was  some  other  depository  beside  his  own 
breast,  which  the  event  of  his  death  would 
tfirow  open  to  the  world,  and  with  this 
anticipation  she  was  now  tortnred  almost 
to  distraction. 

At  length  the  eyes  of  Delia  Bardia 
i^ain  unclosed.  The  countess  watched 
with  intense  anxiety  erery  motion  of  Iris 
featuries ;  he  looked  towards  her,  and  fixed 
his  regards  steadily  upon  h» — ^  Do  you 
know  me,  Delia  Bardia  ?"  she  asked. 

He  appeared  to  attend  to  the  sound  of 
her  Toice.  She  sank  on  her  knees  beside 
the  couch — "  Accursi,"  she  said,  "  your 
fate  in  this  world  is  decided.  As  you 
need  mercy  for  your  manifold  offences, 
have  compassion  upon  me;  restore  the 
pledges  you  possess;  give  me  some  intima- 
tion where  they  may  be  found,  and  wh«e 
the  wretched  Pietro  is  now  confined.'* 
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A  dight  convulsion  crossed  the  features 
of  the  wounded  man,  but  he  gave  no  sign 
of  oompfianoe  with  her  prayer. 

^*  Aceursi,"  she  continued,  "if  you  have 
a  wish  on  earth-^if  you  have  a  command 
to  b*  fulfilled,  by  all  the  saints  in  Heaven^ 
4t  shall  be  complied  with,  so  you  but  re* 
Iieve  my  anxibus  suspense!  Concealment 
eaU  no  longer  be  of  use  to  you.  The  ex^ 
posure  of  my  errors  to  the  world  would 
but  disgrace  count  Luna  and  our  &mily, 
faring  dishonour-  on  our  house,  and  ad«k 
vance  no  purpose  of  your  own.  Hear  mei 
Delia  ]&ffdia»^you  are  going  to  your  long 
account ;  the  crimes  you  have  been  guilt}^ 
of  in  this  life  are  tiumerous  and  heavy ; 
nABMe  me  fix>nl  my  suspense  and  all  the 
spiritual  treasures  and  indulgiences  of  the 
dimt^h  shall  be  purchased  to  release  you 
flwn  the  flames  of  purgatory." 

A  fresh  convulsim  shook  the  frame  of* 
the  raflferer ;  he  groaned  heavily,  writhed 
his  body  in  torture,  and  relapsed  into  in* 
•ensibility. 

D  3 
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'  For  some  fhours  he  continued  with  oc- 
casional symptoms  of  returning  sense,  and 
appeared  to  struggle  hard  with  the  agonies 
of  death,  which  did  not  however  release 
him  from  his  sufferings.  The  countess 
remained  with  him,  at  every  interval  tor- 
men  ting  him  by  her  importunities,  mak- 
ing every  promise  she  could  think  most 
probable  to  tempt  him  to  remove  her 
fears,  yet  ignc»*ant  whether  her  prayers 
were  comprehended,  and,  worse  than  all, 
without  having  her  anxieties  lessened  or 
relieved. 

Don  Sigismund  and  several  of  the  chief- 
tains of  the  party  visited  the  house  of 
Imbia^nia ;  but  Delia  Bardia  paid  little  at- 
tetition  either  to  their  entrance  or  dqp^- 
ture,  except  once,  when  he  apparently 
made  a  faint  attempt  to  detain  count  Gi- 
orgio with  him.  This  movement,  how- 
ever, was  only  observed  by  the  countess, 
whose  purpose  it  did  not  suit  to  notioe  it; 
but  it  £xed  a  suspicion  at  once  upon  her 
mind,  that  this  bosom  friend  of  Accursi  was 
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the  repontoiy  of  his  secret,  and  she  re- 
solved to  watch  him  accordingly. 

In  the  Casa  di  Perollo  the  events  of  the 
day  had  been  a  subject  of  c(Hisiderable 
satis&ction ;  they  had  indeed  lost  several 
men^  but  the  destruction  of  their  enemies 
had  been  as  ten  to  one ;  and  the  principal 
diie&  of  the  party,  with  the  exception  of 
the  count  Sambuca,  had  escaped  from  the 
danger  without  a  wound.  The  valour  and 
exploits  of  don  Paolo  were  the  theme 
of  every  tongue,  and  the  castle  resounded 
with  his  praises. 

The  baroness  now  began  to  look  with 
more  confidence  to  the  final  issue  of  the 
contest,  and  every  day  she  thought  that 
the  succours  of  their  fiiends  must  be  at 
hand-r-a  subject  which  was  seldom  absent 
from  her  mind.  The  strength  of  the  ibr- 
tress  bad  been  sufficiently  tried  to  give 
well-grounded  assurance  that  it  could  for 
many  days  resist,  as  it  had  done,  the  as- 
saults of  the  besiegers,  who  must  be  con- 
siderably weakened  and  disheartened  by 
every  firuitless  efibrt. 
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The  baroness  Solanto  sufiered  aeterdj 
from  the  constant  tumalt  and  alanA,  and 
her  friends  even  feared  that  if  the  aiege 
lasted  but  a  few  days  longer,  she  muit 
sink  under  her  weakness. — ^The  count  Bam- 
buca,  though  severely  wounded,  was  not 
Considered  as  at  all  in  a  dangerous  state, 
and  received  every  assistance  which  the 
kindness  and  care  of  his  hosted  could  give. 
His  own  lady,  from  the  first  moment  of 
the  accident,  persisted  in  declaring  that 
his  Wounds  were  mortal,  and  it  was  long 
before  she  could  be  persuaded  to  visit  him, 
and  not  until  his  desire  to  see  her  had 
been  repeatedly  announced.  The  baroness 
and  Marguerita  at  length  persuaded  her  to 
obey  his  wishes,  and  she  was  conducted  to 
the  couch  of  her  wounded  husband. 

^  You  have  alarmed  yourself  very  need- 
lessly, dear  Theresa,"  said  the  count:  **ray 
accident,  though  a  painful  one,  yet  will 
be  of  no  worse  consequence  than  that  <rf 
rendering  me  a  useless  burthen  to  my 
firiends,  and  of  preventing  me  from  retutti* 
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ing  the  favour  of  don  Sigismuiid  till  he 
is  quieted  by  some  other  hand.'' 

^  Oh !  don't  deceive  yourself  iind  me, 
Sambuca P  «aid  the  lady;  **  you  must  dib&«^ 
indeed,  indeed  you  must — ^you  dotf  t  look 
like  a  living  man.  Bless  me!  you  are  as 
fxile  a»  a  spectre !  Ob»  Santa  Radagunda ! 
he  is  going!  Maria  delli  Giumari^  de- 
fend me!'' 

''  The  loss  of  blood  I  have  suffeied»" 
said  the  count,  **  has  perhaps  taken  the 
odour  from  my  cbeeks ;  but  assure  yoar> 
ielf  I  shall  speedily  be  bettear^  and  Uiat  I 
do  not  feel  at  all  like  a  dying  man." 

^  Loss  of  blood!"  exclaimed  the  lady, 
*^  and  what  kills  people  but  losa  of  Uood? 
However,  I  am  always  wrong:  I  tk&vef 
can  judge  of  what  will  happoi*  Depend 
upon  it,  you  will  be  dead  before  to-mor- 
row, and  I  a  wretdied  widow  I" 

Here  she  burst  into  a  viplait  byiteiic 
of  grie£ 

"*  You  would  not  wish  to  be  right  tim 
time,  I  hope,  Tberesai''  bel  rqplied;  '^  kiA 
do  not  thus  distress  mtf  by  yOur  Iraleillb^ 
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tKms;  1^^  ai^  perfectly  groundlesfl^  and 
prevent  you  from  being  the  comfort  to 
me  I  had  hoped  to  find;  but  you  seem  to 
want  consolation,  instead  of  being  able  to 
give  it** 

^*  Consolation  !^  sobbed  the  countess ; 
**  don't  be  so  barbarous  as  to  talk  to  meof 
consolation.  I  have  been  two  houris  to- 
day with  my  confessor,  and  all  to  no  pur- 
pose. Let  me  send  for  him,  dear  Sam- 
buca^  for  I  can  n^ver  listen  to  your  last 
wishes.  I  would  not  see  you  expire  for 
the  wcK'ld^  and  already  feel  that  I  shall  not 
long  survive  you.** 

**  WeU,**  said  the  count,  "  it  is  useless 
to  argue  with  you ;  therefore  remain  quiet- 
hf  where  you  now  are,  and  you  will  soon 
see  how  little  danger  there  is  of  your 
prognostication  being  fulfilled,  for  I  feel 
inclined  to  sleep,  and  ishall  awake,  I  think, 
considerably  restored.** 

**  Oh,  Santa  Virgine !"  she  cried,  "  he 
grows  lethargic!  he  is  falling  into  the 
same  state  as^  the  baroness  Solanto !  they 
will  bolih  die  before  morning,   and  be 
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buried  in  the  same  grave,  for  we  neyer 
can  cany  the  body  to  Sambuca  during  the 
siege.** 

^^  Silence,  Theresa  r  said  the  count,  in 
a  tone  which  the  lady  had  heard  befwe, 
and  which  she  was  generally  wont  to  obey. 
She  therefore  cast  up  her  eyes  to  heaven, 
and  producing  her  rosary,  began  to  medi- 
tate upon  the  dissolution  of  her  lord,  and 
the  difficulty  she  should  find  in  procuring 
mourning  whilst  the  tumults  lasted. 

Seeing  the  count  compose  himself  to 
sleep,  the  baroness  Pandolfina  was  about 
to  retire,  when  the  countess,  forgetting 
her  beads,  stole  up,  and  implored  not  to  be 
left  with  a  dying  man. 

**  There  is  not  the  slightest  danger  of 
your  receiving  any  alarm ;  but  Margueri- 
ta  will,  I  know,  readily  come  and  sit  with 
you,  signora,  during  the  slumbers  of  the 
count,**  replied  the  baroness. 

Her  request  was  complied  with,  and  the 
lady  found  considerable  relief  from  her 
8CMTOWS,  in  descanting  upon  the  extreme 
perverseness  and  obstinacy  of  her  husband, 
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whoi  she  wa6  mire,  i^nduid  only  live  finr 
tibd  expiMB  putpose  of  contradicting  her 
opinions — a  rule  he  had  followed  without 
my  deviation  since  the  first  fortnight  after 
their  marriage. 
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I  . 


CHAPTER  III. 

Cbi  la  pace  non  vuol,  la  guerra  Tabbia ; 

Che  penaria  giafnmn  non  fu  di  TKse.  Tasso. 

Eably  on  the  morning  of  the  ensaing 
day,  Ferrante  Luchese  was  di^tched  to 
the  ramparts  of  the  dty ,  to  remove  the  ar- 
tiilery  to  such  situations  as  were  best 
adapted  to  the  bombardmeiit  The  popu- 
lace,  without  a-  leader,  and  without  amis, 
could  only  express  their  afiection  fot  Pan- 
dolfina  by  secret  prayers  for  his  deliv^- 
ance,  and  smothered  curses  again  A  his 
enemies. 

The  partisans  of  Lutia  were  in  fkjt  ab- 
solute masters  of  the  ^ty,  and  seisied, 
without  opposition,  what^r  arms  they 
wanted.  The  cavalry  were  dismoftnted, 
and  by  means  of  their  horses,  ^Ight  bf 
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the  largest  pieces  of  ordnance  were  am- 
veyed  to  their  appointed  stations,  part  ci 
them  being  placed  near  the  Porta  di  San 
Nicholas,  where  bastions  were  thrown  up, 
and  the  pieces  levelled  at  the  northern 
tower  and  principal  gateway,  the  post  so 
gloriously  defended  by  don  Paolo.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  cannon  were  placed  against 
the  Porta  del  Catogno,  and  their  fire  di- 
rected against  the  western  tower,  and  the 
walls  which  encircled  the  inner  court. 

This  new  device  of  the  enemy  was  seen 
by  don  Giacomo  with  some  consternation, 
and  though  he  manifested  no  dismay,  yet 
he  could  not  but  feel  the  peril  of  his  situa- 
tion, 

*^  It  is  their  last  resource,''  said  don 
Paolo^  *'  and  will  fail,  as  all  the  rest  have 
done." 

At  length,  however,  the  perseverance  of 
don  Ferrante  in  the  one  point,  and  of  count 
Luna  in  the  other,  overcame  all  difficul- 
ties, and  their  batteries  were  opened  with 
a  tremendous  fire  towards  the  castle.  The 
loss  on  both  sides  was  great,  more  exten- 


LUKA  AND  PEBOLLO.  67 

give  perhaps  on  the  side  of  -  Luna  than  of 
Fandolfina ;  but  the  latter  had  not,  during 
the  whole  siege,  snffered  so  severely,  and 
his  numbers  were  so  far  inferior,  that  every 
diminution  of  them  threw  fearful  odds  into 
the  scale  against  him. 

At  length  the  tower  on  the  western  side 
b^^an  to  peld,  and  the  besiegers  renewed 
their  efforts  with  redoubled  fury,  till  it  fell 
with  a  tremendous  crash,  carrying  with  it  in 
its  &U  a  large  portion  of  the  adjoining  wall, 
kyiiig  open  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy  part 
of  the  interim  court,  and  burying  iii  its 
ruins  nearly  a  third  part  of  its  gallant  de- 
fenders. Fandolfina  had  been  called  away 
a  few  moments  before  its  destruction^  and 
.thus  escaped  the  fate  of  many  of  his  valiant 
followers. 

The  only  person  of  note  who  fell  in  this 
desdUition  was  the  baron  Celano,  the  bro- 
ther of  the  countess  Sambuca.  The  at- 
trition of  don  Giacomo  was  immediately 
called  to  this  point  of  danger :  fortunately 
the  ruins  had  so  fallen  that  the  breach  was 
not  practicable ;  his  care  was  exerted  to 
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save  audi  of  his  wounded  soldiers  as  coaU 
teneovered  from  the  &Uen  fragmentl ; 
they  were  conveyed  to  a  remote  part  i£ 
the  building,  but  the  numbers  incvesMd 
so  rapidly,  that  it  was  almost  impoasiUe 
to  assist  them  all. 

The  noise  made  by  the  fall  of  so  large 
a  mass  of  building  thundered  through 
the  city,  and  shook  the  groimd  witli  its 
▼ft>lence.  The  shock  within  the  castle  was 
&r  mow  appalling;  the  baroness,  psle 
with  terror,  threw  her  arms  round  ter 
diildroh ;  H^  countess  Sambuca  screamed, 
and  wds  joined  by  most  of  the  ladies. 

Marguerita  was  silent  (or  a  moment^ 
^  God  will  not  abandon  us,  my  beloved 
mother  T  at  length  she  exclaimed,  taking 
the  hand  of  her  benefactress. 

**  My  husband !"  said  the  baroness ;  *  oh! 
who  will  relieve  this  agonismg  suspense?** 

**  I  will  endeavour,**  replied  the  orphan 
of  Landolini. 

*^  Ob  no !  not  you,  my  child :  do  not 
leave  me.'* 

As  she  spoke  Cosmo  Ludiese  entered, 
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euod  as  soon  as  curiosity  had  quieted  the 
sqwuns  of  the  other  females,  informed 
than  of  what  had  happ^ied. 

^  And  Pandolfina  ?"  said  the  baronesa 

^  Is  employed,  signorai,  in  removing  the 
wounded  from  the  ruins;  but  the  poor 
CUIdws  must  many  of  them  perish  for 
vrant  of  assistance.'' 

**  Permit  me  to  render  what  aid  I  can," 
laid  Marguerita. 

"  It  is  the  duty  of  us  all  to  do  our  ut- 
DDtoBt  for  our  brave  defenders,**  said  the 
baroness ;  "  but  I  fear  this  dreadful  mis- 
fortune has  reduced  us  to  the  mercy  of  our 


enemies.'* 


.  •^By  no  means,**  replied  don  Cosmo; 
"-  i¥e  may  yet  hold  out  for  some  hours ; 
but  this  range  of  building  is  now  render- 
ed insecure  for  you.** 

At  this  moment  a  tremendous  discharge 
of  artillery  shook  the  walls  of  the  tower. 
Den  Giacomo  now  appeared,  and  not- 
withstanding the  lightness  with  which  he 
qpoke  of  the  accident,  there  was  an  anSL- 
iety  in  his  manner  which  could  not  escape 
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the  eyes  of  the  baroness.  She  feared  to 
ask  if  no  succours  had  yet  arrived,  haviiq; 
felt  the  distress  she  inflicted  in  asldi^ 
often  for  a  consolation  which  he  who  most 
wished  it  could  not  give  her — ^**  Tell  me 
the  worst,  Pandolfina,'*  she  said  at  length. 

"  Why,"  he  replied,  "  we  have  lost 
many  brave  fellows,  and  I  fear  Celano  is 
amongst  them." 

"  My  brother !"  screamed  the  countess. 

^^  I  fear  is  amongst  the  slain." 

Her  grief  now  seemed  sincere  and  pite- 
ous. 

^^  I  have  ordered  Sambuca  to  be  remov- 
ed to  the  eastern  side  of  the  castle,"  ccwn- 
tinued  don  Giacomo;  ''  and  thither,  ladies, 
I  would  wish  you  to  follow  him;  these 
apartments  are  no  longer  secure." 

^^  The  baroness  Solanto  must  not  be 
left,"  observed  madame  Pandoiflna. 

^'  As  soon  as  we  have  extricated  all  our 
wounded  men  from  the  ruins,"  replied 
don  Giacomo,  ^'  she  shall  be  attended  to^ 
and  for  the  present  she  is  perfectly  safe : 
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let  me  instantly  remove  you  from  this 
place.  I  rely  securely  on  Pugiades,  and 
will  inform  him  of  your  having  taken  re- 
fuge on  the  side  of  the  castle  where  he  is 
stationed;  you  will  then  meet  with  no 
further  disturbance." 

**  Can  no  accommodation  with  count 
Luna  be  made  through  him  ?"  asked  the 
baroness. 

**  We  are  not  in  a  condition  to  make  it 
necessary,"  replied  Perollo.  "  It  is  a  last 
resource,  and  when  requisite,  we  will  use 
iV" 

The  ladies  were  now  escorted  by  don 
GKaoomo  and  Luchese  to  a  place  of  greater 
security,  where  the  wounded  men  were 
aho  conveyed;  on  their  way  they  saw 
several  whom  their  comrades  were  re- 
moving. 

**  My  services  may  be  of  use  here,  sig^ 
nor,**  said  Marguerita;  "  will  you  allow 
nie  to  exert  them  ?" 

•*  Gratefully,  my  child,''  said  don  Gii- 
oomo.  V 

^  Marguerita  has  forestalled  me  in  her 
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oflEbv"  said  the  baroness^  *'  which  the  alarm 
of  the  moment  prevented  me  from  luaki* 

^  The.  mimber  of  those  who  stand  in 
meed  of  assutance,"  said  Perollo,  ^*  I  am 
sorry  to  say  is  very  great ;  but  jo\i  OMf 
be  of  infinite  service  to  many  of  them."* 

Several  ladies^  incited  by  the  examrple  of 
Marguerita  and  her  benefactress,  request- 
edi  to  accompany  them ;  and  Ferollo  led 
tlpii  way  ta  the  piece  where  the  un&ctu- 
nate  cfien  were^,  and  the  scene  which  pre- 
sented itself  here  was  dreadful.  The  man- 
g]ad  and  bjleeding  &i:ms  of  some  scarcely 
presented  the  appearance  of  humanity,  so 
crushed  and  lacerated  were  they  by  the 
fall  of  tbe  tower,  and  their  attempts  to 
difiengage  themselves  from  the  ruins ;  that 
life  remained  in  some  could  only  be  known 
l^  the  deep  and  hollow  groans  which 
iiasjued  from  tibeir  tortured  bodies ;  whilst 
those  who  had  suffered  less  still  exhibited 
a  variety  of  misery  appalling  even  to  Fe- 
rollo. 
.Several  of  tbe  finales  bst  their  wwage 
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and  resolution  at  the  sight,  and  were 
obliged  to  be  taken  from  the  spot  The 
baroness  was  for  some  time  incapable  of 
any  exertion,  so  great  was  her  horror  and 
distress.  Marguerita  still  preserved  her 
presence  of  mind  and  self-possession ;  pale 
as  a  speptre,  and  trembling  from  the  ex- 
cess of  her  feelings,  she  was  compelled  to 
struggle  violently  with  herself  to  over- 
come the  weakness  of  her  nature;  but 
remembering  that  every  moment  she  re- 
mained inactive  she  might  be  prolonging 
the  anguish  of  tliose  around  her,  she  was 
soon  enabled  to  render  material  benefit. 
By  the  directions  of  the  surgeon  and  the 
priest  who  resided  in  the  castle,  she  was 
ere  long  actively  employed  in  binding  up 
wounds  for  some^  or  forming  bandages  for 
the  broken  limbs  of  others;  and  the  ba- 
roness in  a  short  tim^  rendered  assistance 

The  presence  of  don  Giacomo  was  re« 
quired  elsewhere,  and  bestowing  his  bless- 
ing on  thdr  humanity,  he  withdrew,  to 
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watch  the  progress  of  the  besiegers.  A 
fatal  diseovery  was  at  length  made ;  the 
ammunition  of  the  castle  began  to  &il; 
as  long  as  it  was  possible,  Fandolfina  con- 
cealed the  fiict,  lest  it  should  damp  the 
hearts  of  his  little  band ;  but  at  length  it 
could  no  longer  remain  unknown. 

"  Strip  the  lead  from  the  buildings,** 
cried  don  Paolo,  "  and  while  one  stone 
remains  upon  another,  let  us  stand  by  our 
walls,  and  we  must  be  victorious  at  last ; 
or  if  we  fall,  let  us  fall  like  men  and  sol- 
diers, and  sell  our  lives  at  a  price  which  will 
make  our  foes  rue  their  costly  purchase.** 

The  roofs  of  the  buildings  were  soon 
stripped,  and  a  supply  of  ball  provided  by 
the  ingenuity  of  Perollo,  with  which  the 
contest  was  carried  on  with  little  dimi- 
nution of  vigour,  Luchese  had  destroyed 
some  of  the  buildings  which  were  exposed 
by  the  fall  of  the  tower  and  wall,  but 
without  deriving  much  benefit  by  his 
exertions.  Don  Giacomo  however  found 
the  weakness  of  his  party  increasing,  and  re- 
solved at  length  to  try  the  effects  of  treaty. 
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A  white  flag  was  hoisted  over  the  eastern 
battlements,  and  a  parley  demanded  with 
don  Michele  Pugiades,  who  instantly  at- 
tended the  summons. 

Don  Giacomo  expressed  his  obligations 
to  him  for  his  conduct  during  the  out- 
rages against  him,  and  requested  his  good 
offices  in  procuring  terms  with  don  Sigis- 
mund. — ^**Our  friends,"  he  observed,  "must 
soon  arrive  from  Geraci  and  Partanna,  but 
I  do  not  wish  to  involve  so  useless  an  ef- 
fusion of  blood  as  must  ensue,  and  am 
willing  to  comply  with  any  requisitions 
which  are  reasonable  and  honourable." 
.  Piigiade^ .  expressed  his  willingness  to 
undertake  the  embassy,  and  lamented  the 
scenes  which  had  occurred.  After  friendly 
salutation,  the  two  cavaliers  parted;  Pe- 
rollo  returning  to  inform  the  baroness  of 
his  proceedings,  and  Pugiades  to  endeavour 
to  persuade  count  Luna  to  listen  to  terms. 

Sigismund  was  at  the  time  deliberating 
with  Ferrante  Luchese  on  the  propriety 
of  continuing  their  efforts  on  the  western 
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side.  Don  Ferrante  had  represented  the 
inutility  of  the  labour  he  had  been  all  day 
employed  in.^ — ^  !£,••  he  added,  **  we  re- 
duee  the  whole  of  this  side  to  a  mass  of 
ruins,  it  will  still  be  impracticable  to  enter, 
and  we  cannot  do  don  Giacomo  a  greater 
service  than  to  waste  our  time  and  ammu- 
nition on  such  devices." 

"  My  errand,**  said  don  Michele,  when 
he  joined  the  party,  "  will,  I  hope,  make 
all  further  debate  upon  the  subject  tise- 
less.  Perollo  has  empowered  me  to  de- 
mand from  count  Luna  what  he  requires 
from  him ;  he  is  willing  to  stop  the  fur- 
ther effusion  of  blood,  and  to  accommo- 
date matters  in  any  way  don  Sigismund 
may  wish,  provided  they  militate  not 
against  his  reputation  and  honour.  A  more 
frank  and  open  submission  cannot  be  re- 
quired; and  I  trust,  signor,  your  gene- 
rosity will  not  ask  any  thing  injurious 
from  an  enemy,  who  must  have  purchased 
your  respect  by  his  gallantry  and  con- 
duct." 

"  For  Pandolfina,'*  interrupted  LuchesCi 
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^  I  have  little  to  say ;  he  has  acted  like  a 
man  and  a  cavalier;  but  the  display  of 
hercHC  valour  I  yesterday  witnessed  in  don 
iPaolo,  when  scores  of  our  dastards  fled 
before  hitn,.  has  made  me  impatient  to  em- 
brace him  as  a  friend ;  and  whatever  be 
the  event  of  your  treaty,  don  Michele,  I 
shall .  ever  hold  him  in  the  highest  esti- 
mation, and  would  venture  my  life  in  his 
defence  at  any  time/' 

•*  He  murdered  Gilberto,**  ssad  Luna, 
frowning. 

*^  He  killed  him  like  a  soldier,''  replied 
Xuchese;  "  when  I  fall,  may  Heaven 
grant  it  be  by  the  sword  of  a  gentleman, 
and  not  by  the  hand  of  such  a  cowardly 
assassin  as  the  baron  Adriano  T 
-  **  This  recurrence  to  the  conduct  of  Pe- 
ralta,"  answered  don  Sigismund,  '*  is  not 
pleasant  to  me,  signor  Luchese ;  I  beg  it 
may  not  be  repeated." 

"  I  am  sorry,  count  Luna^  that  my  ob- 
servations are  so  grating  to  your  feelings ; 
I  would  that  the  conduct  of  your  kinsman 
liad  been  equally  so." 
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**  Count  Luna,"  said  Pugiades,  •*  you 
will  not  object  to  listen  to  such  terms  as 
may  meet  the  approbation  of  your  friends.*' 

Don  Sigismund  was  silent. 

"  To  be  sure,'*  replied  Luchese,  "  the 

cor.nt  will  now  act  with  honour  and  libe- 
rality, worthy  of  himself  and  his  cause." 

"  Hostilities  may  cease  for  the  present," 
said  Luna,  "  and  we  will  deliberate  on  our 
future  conduct  towards  PeroUo;  attend 
me  two  hours  hence  at  Luna  Castle." 

Pugiades,  without  further  delay,  rode 
to  the  north  side  of  the  Casa  di  Perollo^ 
and  ordered  the  bombardment  to  cease, 
which  was  obeyed,  and  Pandolfina  knew 
that  his  embassy  had  been  received. 

Luchese  was  ordered  to  see  the  guards 
posted,  and  the  artillery  properly  defend- 
ed ;  and  Sigismund  returned  to  Luna 
Castle,  wherie  he  was  almost  immediately 
joined  by  Adriano. 

"  The  firing  has  ceased,"  said  the  latter; 
"  I  was  seeking  you  to  ascertain  the 
cause." 

"  It  was  by  my  command,"    replied 
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XiUna ;  **  PeroUo  has  tendered  his  submis- 


fflcm." 


«< 


Submission^  ejaculated Adriano;  "can 
the  mighty  Fandolfina  descend  so  low  as 
to  submission?  your  excellenza  will,  I 
hope,  accept  no  peace-offering  but  his 
head." 

"  Surely  there  may  be  some  interme- 
diate course  determined  on ;  I  have  sunv 
moned  iny  friends,  and.  will  take  their 
counsel  on  the  subject." 

"  Then,  count  Luna,"  answered  P§- 
ralta,  **  your  cause  is  ruined;  your  mur- 
dered  friends  have  died  unavenged ;  those 
who  remain  are  delivered  up  as  victims  to 
the  wrath  of  Fandcdfina ;  your  reputation 
is  sullied,  and  the  house  of  Luna  will  have 
&llen  from  its  high  and  palmy  state  of 
honour  and  grandeur,  and  may  make  what 
speed  it  can^  to  secure  its  future  existence 
beneath  the  shelter  and  shade  of  tiie  a^ 
piring  PeroUo." 

"You  are  too  vehement,"  replied. do?i 
Sigismund ;  "  you  last  pight  betrayed 
yourself  to  the  censures  of  Pugiades,  an^ 
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it  was  but  a  few  minutes  back  that  Lci« 
chese  cast  in  my  teeth  the  sacrifice  I  made 
to  your  feelings  by  my  silence ;  you  must 
be  aware,  Peralta,  that  I  have  frequently 
deprecated  the  idea  of  private  assassination, 
and  that  my  heart  acceded  to  all  the  in- 
dignation expressed  by  don  Ferrante;  but 
I  preferred  being  implicated  in  your  cause^ 
to  adding  the  public  weight  of  my  di9* 
satisfaction  to  the  reproaches  you  met  with 
from  our  other  friends.  You  will  meet 
us  here  speedily  in  council.** 

**  Some  means  must  be  devised^''  ^sid 
AdrianOy  ^  of  offering  such  terms  as  cait» 
not  fail  to  be  rejected;  this  may  sooth 
our  doubtful  friends,  will  ensure  us  fot  the 
night  should  the  allies  of  Pandolfina  ar- 
rive, and  may  give  us  an  opportunity  to 
discover  the  secret  strength  or  weakness 
of  our  enemies.  Your  excellenza  will 
not  in  sincerity,  I  hope,  listen  to  any 
terms  of  accommodation  with  Perollo,  for 
by  what  ties  can  he  be  bound  ?  what  oaths, 
what  bonds,  what  vows,  what  protesta- 
tions, now  made,  can  shield  us  from  fu- 
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fine  dmger»  backed  with  the  viceregal 
power,  as  he  is  ?  what  force  shall  we  pos^ 
nesB  to  compel  him  to  folfil  them  ?  His 
loyalty  feisooth  will  then  enforce  his  most 
tmwilUng  sentence  to  condemn  the  foes  of 
peace  and  justice,  or  he  will  ostensibly 
^  yidd  i]qp  the  sword  of  punishment  to  Mon- 
tdeone's  myrmidons,  and  rest  contented 
with  directing  where  its  blow  shall  fight. 
Or,  say  we  now  obtain  a  full  and  ample 
act  of  amnesty,  of  peace,  of  submission, 
and  oblivion.  The  Mnnesty  and  peace 
will  be-  for  Giacomo ;  he  will  submit  in- 
deed  to  circumstanoes,  and  bury  in  obH* 
▼ion  every  remembrance  of  his  present 
TOWS  and  promises.  Every  occasion  wilt 
be  sought  to  find  oSBsnces  in  those  who 
bave  wished  the  downfid  of  his  tyranny^ 
and  without  the  means  of  resistance,  we 
shall  one  1^  one  &11  victims  to  the  enemy 
par  folly  and  weakness  sparedr** 
'  Whc«  the  chiefs  of  the  Luna  party 
assembled^  Pugtade&  stated  the  substance 
ti  the  parley  he  had  held  with  Perollo^ 
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and  urged  the  cause  of  peace ;  proposing 
that  guarantees  should  be  given  for  the 
future  good  conduct  of  Pandolfeia ;  that 
himself  and  all  his  friends  should  b&  bound 
by  every  tie  of  honour  to  aid  the  adherents 
of  count  Luna  in  obtaining  pardon  from 
the  emperor,  and  that  they  should  pub- 
licly acknowledge  the  lenity  of  the  party 
in  withdrawing  their  arms. 

Talyavia,  Luchese,  Infontanetta,  and 
several  more,  were  urgent  to  have  these 
proposals  accepted. 

"  Let  me  also,"  said  Adriano,  **  speak, 
and  lend  my  voice  to  the  cause  of  recon- 
ciliation. I  agree  entirely  with  don  Mi- 
chele,  in  considering  it  proper  to  accept 
the  offer  of  PeroUo,*  and  think  the  terms 
he  has  proposed  are  easy,  safe,  and  ho- 
nourable :  but  one  thing  yet  remains  un- 
decided— the  fate  of  donna  Costanza  di 
Solanto ;  count  Luna  cannot  in  honour 
still  leave  his  affianced  bride  a  prisoner 
with  PeroUo.  She  has  been  entrapped 
into  a  residence  with  the  enemy  of  her 
betrothed  husband ;  she  has  been  exposed 
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fo  tfae  sdidtations  and  attentions  of  Panr 
dolfina's  son,  who  doubtless  profited  by 
his  fine  figure  and  specious  manners.  On 
her  account  don  Sigismund  has  been  ca^ 
lumniated,  insulted,  and  disgraced.  Let 
some  conaideration  of  what  he  has  suffered 
in  this  way  be  taken  into  the  account. 
Let  count  Luna  remember  his  visit  to  the 
eassino,  the  treatment  he  there  met  with, 
and  then  declare  what  apology  he  will 
eonsider  necessary,  for  this  and  all  the 
otlier  hiistile  acts  of  the  party  of  Perollo. 
I  am  willing  to  shew  tliem  lenity,  to  treat 
them  with  generosity ;  but  I  think  in  this 
instance  some  slight  acknowledgment  of 
the  wrong  is  necessary." 
,  The  countenance  of  Luna,  during  this 
speech  of  Adriano,  was  dyed  with  the 
deepest  crimson  at  the  recollection  of  th^ 
evehts  which  it  had  called  up ;.  every  pa-r 
cific  feeling  was  swept  away  by  the  vio- 
lence o£  passion ;  and  in  a  voice  hoarse 
firom  agitation,  he  swore,  that,,  unless  Pe- 
Follo  would  kneel  before  him  &r ,  pardon,, 
and  kiss  his  feet  in  token  of  submission^. 
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no  power  or  entreaties  should  stop  him  in 
his  course  of  vengeance. 

*<And  is  this  then  your  answer,  sig^- 
nor  ?"*  asked  Pugiades. 

''  It  is,''  replied  Sigismund ;  ^  and  I 
shall  not  hold'  that  man  myfrfend  who 
strives  to  alter  my  resolves." 

Don  Michele  unbuckled  his  sword,  and 
qast  it  before  the  feet  of  Luna. — ^  Don 
Sigismund/'  he  said,  **  I  entered  into 
your  party  to  reduce  by  open  force  the 
power  and  insolence  of  don  Giaeomo 
PeroUo,  and  have  been  betrayed  into  the 
society  of  assassins  and  rebels.  The  mur- 
der of  Geronimo  Ferrara  waa  accomplished 
before  aid  could  be  afforded.  Remon- 
strances  would  have  been  useless,  and  I 
remained  a  silent  auditor  of  the  disgrace- 
ful act.  The  butchery  of  an  Imperial  en- 
voy I  was  removed  from  aiding  and  abet- 
ting. Since  this  I  have  been  invited  by 
your  friend  and  confidant  to  join  in  a 
acheme  of  treachery  and  murder,  and  am 
now  outraged  by  a  reply  equally  disgrace- 
ful to  you,  and  those  who  would  deliver 
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it.  I  stand  here  unarmed ;  you  may  dis^ 
patch  me  to  join  the  slaughtered  Ferrara  ; 
but  henceforth  I  renounce  your  alliance, 
and  will  shun  your  society,  as  a  disgrace 
to  8  noUeman  and  a  cavalier;  but  I  will 
not  join  the  standard  of  your  foesw'' 

**  Cut  him  down  T  cried  Luna,  stamps 
ing  with  passion,  and  drawing  his  sword. 
'  Luchese  threw  himself  before  don  MK 
chele ;  Talyavia  and  some  of  his  friends 
interfered,  and  calmed  in.  some  sCght  de^ 
gree  the  fury  of  Sigismund. 

^  I  shall  finish  my  dedaration,"  eon- 
tinned  Pugiades,  *'  and  withdraw  r  for  the 
present,  I  will  be  indebted  ta  these  gallant 
men  who  honour  Sigismund  di  Luna  by 
their  friendship  for  protection  from  hia 
violence.  I  have  joined  in  an  alliance 
with  him,^  and  though  I  here  renounce 
and  abandon  it,.  I  wiU  not  league  me  with 
Jiis  enemies^  although  I  coninder  their 
cause  as  that  of  justice,  loyalty,  and  virtue. 
I  shaH  now  seek  my  followers,  and  re« 
-tire.** 

As  Pugiades.  withdrew^,  Luna  called 
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furiously  to  detain  him ;  but  he  passed  on 
uninterrupted  by  the  assembled  party,^ 
and  unheeding  the  violence  of  the  count; 
whose  fury  appeared  to  be  diverted  from 
Perollo  to  don  Michele ;  he  reproached  his 
friends  for  having  restrained  him  from 
avenging  the  insult  he  had  received,  and 
accused  himself  for  his  folly,  in  having 
admitted  into  his  party  one  who  wcas  oon^^ 
nected  with  his  adversary. 

Of  all  the  assembly,  Luchese  was  the 
only  one  who  ventured  to  defend  Pu- 
giades,  or  to  remonstrate  against  the  un- 
generous answer  which  don  Sigismund 
still  persisted  in  returning  to  the  request 
of  don  Giacomo.  This  drew  upon  him 
the  severest  indignation  and  anger  of  the 
infuriated  count.  He  answered  quietly  to 
all  the  abuse  which  Sigismund  lavished 
upon  him,  and  seemed  to  pity  his  weak-^ 
ness,  rather  than  to  dread  his  passion; 
but  begged  to  decline  having  any  thing, 
to  do  with  the  delivery  of  this  message ; 
"  which,"  he  added,  "  if  don  Giacomo  re- 
ceives without  hoisting  the  bearer's  head 
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upon  hi»  fliGg-sta£P,  he  must  have  more 
command  of  temper  than  some  ^  of  his 
enemiesi" 

**  The  baron  Adriano  and  don  Barto^ 
lomeo  Talyavia/*  said  Luna,  sullenly, 
*'  will  be  the  bearers .  of  my  reply  to  the 
request  of  Fandolfina." 

Neither  of  these  gentlemen  wishing  to 
provoke  the  anger  of  the  count,  they  ac- 
quiesced in  his  decision  ;  and  he  again  re* 
peated  his  demand,  that  Fandolfina  should 
kneer  before  him,  .and  beg  forgiveness  for 
his  past  offences;  and  at  the  same  time 
kiss  his  feet  in  token  of  submission  and^ 
defeat. — "  Let  this  reply  be  instantly  con- 
veyed," eontinued  Sigismund,  "  that  we 
may  know  how  to  proceed  when  morning 
dawns — ^whether  to  renew  our  final  acts  of 
warfare,  and  beat  down  the  poor  remaining 
shelter  of  our  foes,  or  to  prepare  for  the 
reception  of  the  conquered/* 

The  two  emissaries  repaired,  without 
loss  of  time,  to  the  castle  of  don  Giacomo^ 
declared  the  purpose  of  their  coming,  and 
were  admitted  within  the  portaL    Ferollo 
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come  tor  meet  them,  and  inquired  wha 
count  Lmia  had  sent? 

**  The  baron  Adriano  and  don  Barto* 
lomeo  Talyavia." 

^  I  shall  treat  only  with  those  whom  I 
consider  as  men  of  honour,*^  said  FandoU 
fina,  as  he  approached.  *^  The  baron 
Adriano  may  withdraw.  PeroUo  is  not 
y^  fellen  so  low  as  to  hold  converse  with: 
the  instigator  of  Ferrara^s  murder.  AUow 
me,  signor  Talyavia,  to  conduct  you  to  a 
place  more  worthy  your  rank  and  c^ce;**^ 

He  then  took  the  hand  of  don  Barto* 
lomeo,  and  led  him  from  the  portal^, 
leaving  Peralta  surrounded  by  the  guards,, 
that  he  might  not  take  advantage  of  hia 
embassy  ta  pry  into  the  weakness  of  the 
interior*  Dcm  Paolo,  at  the  command  o£ 
his  kinsman,  attended  to  hear  the  result 
of  the  negociation. 

Left  with  the  soldiers,  Adriano  lamented^ 
in  terms  of  great  compassion,  the  useless 
sacrifice  wbkh  .would  be  made  of  their 
lives  by  the.  pride  of  Panddfina.-^**^^  We 
liKSiig.him/^:hr  said,  ^  the  most  noble  and 
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generous  terms;  all  that  count  Luna  re- 
quires, is,  that  he  will  make  some  slight 
acknowledgments  for  past  insults,  and  give 
his  promise  to  injure  us  no  ftrther." 

^  The  biaron,"  replied  one  of  the  men, 
••  will  not  reject  such  terms  as  these/* 

••  Then  never  trust  my  word,**  said 
Adriano^  *^  he  will  consider  it  beneath  his 
dignity  to  yield,  and  will  rather  sacrifice 
the  lives  of  all  his  &ithful  and  brave  de- 
fenders, than  make  a  single  promise  to 
abstain  from  ofiering  injuries  to  the  peace*- 
fiil  inhabitants  of  Sciacca.  Count  Luna, 
my  brave  fellows,  has  seen  and  admired 
your  gallant  conduct  He  would  gladly 
open  his  ranks  to  let  you  pass  whenever 
you  chose,  and  by  accepting  these  his  of- 
fers, you  would  save  your  commanders 
lives,  and  avert  the  destructioii  of  your 
wives  and  children,  Perollo  must  then 
submit,  and  will  be  received  to  the  same 
luHiourable  capitulation  we  now  ofier.'* 
Sedng  some  of  the  men  listen  with  atten* 
tion,  Adriano  renewed  his  plmisiUe  argu« 
menta.    He  pointed  ou^  the  injury  they 
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were  doing^  even  to  don  Giacomo  hims^ 
by  supporting  him  in  any  farther  contest— 
the  useless  waste  of  their  own  blood— the 
danger  to  which  they  would  expose  their 
wives  and  children,  should  the  castle  be 
taken  by  assault,  and.  given  up  to  plunder. 
To  this  he  added  the  most  tempting  c^er 
of  rewards  from  Luna ;  extolled  the  mag- 
nanimity with  which  they  would  act  by 
sacrificing  their  private  feelings  to  the 
public  good ;  and  finally  succeeded  in  per- 
suading them  to  promise,  that  if  the  baron 
rejected  the  present  propossds,  they  would 
on  the  morrow  march  out,  and  leave  their 
posts  to  be  defended  by  those  whom  he 
could  persuade  to  uphold  his  obstinacy 
and  perverseness.  These  arrangements 
were  scarcely  made,  and  the  seeds  of  dis- 
afiection  sowji^  when  Talyavia  returned^ 
and  merely  stating  that  his  ofifers  had  been 
rejected,  quitted  the  castle  with  Peralta, 
Don  Giacomo  had  conducted  him  int<^ 

■ 

a  private  apartment^  where  don  Paolo^ 
don  Geronlmo,  and  don  Giovanni  Perollcy 
were  assembled     Talyavia  declared  his 
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own  wish  for  peace,  and  lamented  the  reply 
he  was  compelled  to  deliver. 

**  Be  it  for  peace  or  war,"  replied  Pan*- 
dolfina,  "you  find  me  equally  prepared ; 
n&  motive  prompted  me  to  seek  this  am^ 
nesty,  but  a  desire  to  spajee  the  effusion  of 
more  Sicilian  blood,  and  to- relieve  the 
anxiety  of  the  females  who  have  taken  re- 
fuge within  our  wialW 

Talya via  repeated  the  insulting  ttoi^ssage 
of  count  Luna. 

Don  Oiacomo  laid  his  hand  upon  his 
sword — half  drew  it  from  its  scabbard ; 
bat  af^er  a  moment's  silence  atid  Sufipense; 
fetiimed  it 

*'  Sorry  should  I  be  in  any  thing  to  re* 
semble  Sigismund  di  Luna,!  <Mr  on  the  spot 
I  had  avenged  the  insult  you  h^ve  dared 
ta  offer  me.  The  passion^  the  ignorance 
the  malignity  bf  Luna,  might  prompt  him 
to  refuse  accommodation,  upon  any  terms 
of  honour,  liberality,  or  justice ;  but  I 
hardly  thought  the  man  could  ha^ie  been 
found,  who  would  have  ventured  to  re- 
peat the  audacious  offer  to  PeroUo.    Nel- 
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ther  Luna  nor  yourself  deserve  a  reply, 
nor  shall  I  deign  to  make  one.  Our  wallt 
may  be  reduoed  to  a  mass  of  ruins  by  your 
artillery— -the  friends  and  followers  of  my 
house  may,  and  I  doubt  not  will^  fall 
around  me,  and  PeroUo  himself  be  ex« 
posed  defenceless  to  the  vengeance  of  his 
enemies — his  spirit  will  still  defy  their 
menaces,  and  take  its  flight  as  unconquer. 
ed  as  if  it  mounted  from  a  field  of  victory. 
But  to-morrow  may  bring  a  more  &tBl 
doom  to  Luna  than  to  Pandolfina  Ge- 
laci  and  Partanna  may  arrive.  But  I  will 
hold  no  fitrther  parley .<~My  friends^  con<» 
duct  this  insolent  (whose  forfeit  head  might 
well  have  paid  the  penalty  his  tongue  dew 
served)  beyond  our  outward  gate.** 

The  orders  of  Pandolfina  were  obeyed; 
and  the  partisans  of  Luna  returned  to  re- 
count the  success  of  their  ill-omened  em^ 
bassy. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


<##i»»»»#^»^«»#^#^<^ 


Then  died  lamented,  in  the  strength  of  Hfe, 

A  yalfieri  mother  and  a  faithful  wife ; 

CaU'd  not  away,  when  time  had  loos*d  each  bold 

On  the  fond  heart,  and  each  desire  grew  cold ; 

Btit  when  to  all  that  knit  us  to  our  kind, 

6be  Ah  fast  bound  as  charity  can  bind.      '  Crabbs. 


The  alarm  excited  in  the  mind  of  the 
baroness  Solanto  by  the  falling  of  the 
tower,  and  incessant  bombardment  of  the 
part  of  the  castle  in  which  she  lay,  had 
produced  a  violent  effect  upon  her  weak- 
ened frame;  repeated  fainting  fits  had  re- 
duced her  so  low,  that  all  around  her  be- 
gtmf  to  entertain  the  greatest  fear  for  the 
filial  issue  of  her  sufferings,  which  seemed' 
to  be  drawing  near  their  close.  It  was 
with  difficulty  she  had  been  removed  to 
the  eastern  side,  and  though  every  pre» 
caution  was  tidcen  by  the  care*  of  her 
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friends,  it  was  impossible  to  conceal  from 
her  the  increasing  danger  by  which  she 
was  surrounded ;  towards  night,  after  the 
firing  had  ceased,  she  obtained  a  little  rest, 
but  awoke  from  it  in  such  a  state  as  con- 
vinced her  that  it  would  be  the  last  sleep 
from  which  she  should  awake  to  the  cares 
of  life ;  as  her  body  became  more  and  more 
enfeebled,  her  mind  seemed  to  become 
more  calm,  and  her  resolution  stronger. 
She  requested  the  medical  attendant  to  be 
sent  for,  and  as  soon  as  he  appeared,  in- 
^ted  upon  Costanza  and  the  baroness 
Pandolfina  leaving  her. 

When  they  had  departed,  she,  with 
great  calmness,  desired  the  surgeon  to  feel 
her  pulse,  and  to  tell  her  how  long  she 
should  survive.  Seeing  that  he  hesitated 
in  replying,  she  said — "  Do  not  fear,  sig- 
nor,  to  shock  me,  by  telling  me  that  my 
release  is  at  hand ;  I  know  it  must  be  near, 
but  I  wish  to  be  informed  how  near,  that 
I  may  endeavour  to  prepare  those  who  are* 
to  remain  some  time  longer  in  this  scene  of 
terror;  and  besidea,  sir,  recoUect  that  no  ten* 
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demessto  my  feelings  here,  can  excuse'you 
for  suffering  me  to  be  too  late  in  preparing= 
for  hereafter.  Now  tell  me  how  soon  this 
teelAe  flame  may  cease  to  burn  " 

••  I  fear,  signora,  to-morrow— or,  I  can-' 
not  speak  with  certainty,  perhaps  a  few 
hours ;  but  you  must  be  very  quiet" 

^  I  thank  you,  signcw ;  I  will  detain 
you  no  longer  from  the  many  who,  I  fear, 
require  your  friendly  aid;  the  calmness 
and  composure  I  now  feel  are  lent  me  to 
do  my  duty." 

The  momait  the  surgeon  left  the  apart- 
ment, Costanza  returned,  and  seeing  the 
serenity  of  the  baroness's  countenance, 
said-—**  I  trust  me,  dear  mother,  signor 
Bartelemi  has  given  a  favourable  opinion." 

**  Yes,  my  child,  for  me."  The  tone  in 
which  she  spoke  told  all  that  poor  Cos- 
tanza dreaded  to  hear;  she  staggered  to 
the  coudb,  and  hid  her  agonized  counte- 
uance  in  the  clothes ;  the  baroness  was 
deeply  affected  as  she  said — ^  My  child  !. 
my  beloved  child !  you  would  not  make 
my  parting  pangs  more  bitter  ?  Consider 
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it  is  for  you  only  that  I  grieve^  and  then 
I  know  you  will  support  yourself,  and  live 
to  console  your  father.  I  fed  a  firm  re* 
liance  that  he  will  be  restored  to  you,  and 
the  thought  comforts  me  now.  Wise  and 
wonderful  are  the  decrees  of  Providence 
my  child ;  but  for  the  capture  and  eonse* 
quent  detention  of  your  father,  which  we 
so  lamented,  you  might  have  been  irre- 
vocably united  to  count  Luna,  ere  we  had 
discovered  his  character,  and  the  baneful 
influence  which  surrounds  hun;  whatever 
you  may  have  to  bear  in  future,  remember 
that  escape  with  gratitude.'' 

Listenmg  to  her  mother  had  in  some 
degree  restored  the  calmness  of  Costanza. 
She  knelt  beside  her,  watching  every 
breath  she  drew  with  intense  anxiety,  and 
fearing  that  every  word  might  be  the- 
last. 

Those  who  have  knelt  over  the  form  of 
an  expiring  and  dearly*beloved  parent,, 
may  in  some  measure  feel  for  the  daugh- 
ter of  Solanto ;  but  not  entirely  can  they 
judge  of  the  accumulated  horrors  by  whieb 
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^  wtts^Mttounded ;  the  tenific  and  deaf- 
eniog  wmen  of  the  previous  day  made  the 
rijiiaem  of  the  night  more  awful ;  the  glare 
from;  the  watchfires  threw  a  frightful  red 
light  through  the  chamber ;  and  ahe  knew, 
though  her  mother  did  not,  that  the  mor- 
row plight  destroy  the  hospitable  roof  that 
aheltened  her,  ^nd  reduce  her  noble  pro- 
tector to  court  death  as  a  refuge  from  his 
ruthless  foes;  added  to  all  this  was  the 
uncertainty  about  her  father's  fate;  and 
who;  can  wonder  that,  as  she  pressed  her 
hands  upon  her  throbbing  temples,  she 
£elt  as  if  life  or  reason  must  yield  to  the 
scene  around  her  ?  Yet  she  bore  her  mi- 
sery in  silence,  and  strove  to  feel  the  re- 
signation and  reliance  which  her  mother 
taught 

After  a  short  pause  the  baroness  said-— 
^  Thinking  of  your  escape  from  count 
l^unap  my  child,  has  brought  to  my  me- 
mc^y  something  the  baron  Pandolfina  said 
two,  nights  since.  It  appeared  to  me  like 
a  hint,  that  he  knew  his  son's  attachment 

vpL.  IV.  r 
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to  you ;  If  mdtk  is  the  case^  and  your  own 
heart  replies  to  it^  you  have  my  entm 
concurrence,  and  I  could  wish  yott  wen 
allowed  to  remain  under  the  dare  of  die 
baroness  !Pandolfina ;  but  do  not,  tt  yoci 
Value  your  duty — do  not,  I  coti^re  jrou, 
dispose  of  your  hand,  till  either  you  have 
your  father's  consent,  or  have  lost  aU  hopes 
of  his  return ;  and  when  you  see  him,  tdl 
him,  all  that  affection  the  Boost  fervent^ 
confidence  the  most  devoted,  and  respect 
the  most  unshaken,  could  inspire,  I  have 
felt  during  my  life,  and  shall  to  my  last 
hour,  for  him — tell  him,  I  entreat  his  par- 
don for  my  faults,  and  bequeath  him  my 
most  ardent  gratitude,  for  a  portion  of 
happiness  I  think  unequalled,  and  whidi 
I  owe  to  him.** 

The  corporeal  weakness  of  the  baroness 
here  overcame  her  mental  energy,  and  she 
sTeemed  to  be  expiring ;  Costanza  tried  to 
support  her,  and  in  the  agony  of  knowmg 
not  whether  to  leave  her  and  seek  help, 
or  stay  and  perhaps  see  her  die  for  want 
of  it,  she  uttered  a  piercing  shriek^  wfaicb» 


-inthe  vtiUness  (^  Mtfe  hour/  raog  through 
^llieumg^bimriiig  iipartmecits,  end  speedily 
^MOHght  the  baroness  md  Margnerita  to 
Iyer  Ibssistance. 

¥he  <tordial3  ^ey  administered  to  the 
-bdroneto  Solanto  revived  her  a  little,  and 
in  41  tbw  minutes  she  asked  for  the  father 
'Angelkii.  He  was  instantly  summoned, 
and  the  baroness  and  Marguerita  with- 
JMiww  into  the  next  room  with  the  almost- 
distracted  Costanza,  who,  as  soon  as  she 
^fwis  away  from  the  danger  cf  disturbing 
-her  TOother,  gave  unrestraSfied  loose  to  her 
■misery  aafid  tJespair.  The  baroness  ennf- 
braeed  her  with  affectionate  tenderness, 
imploring  her  to  have  pity  upon  them  all, 
taad  endeavour  to  support  herself  with 
-eadmness;  she  oonfessed  that  her  own  dis- 
tvesses  were  at  the  moment  greater  than 
jlie  knew  how  to  bear — -^  Heaven  alone  can 
jftneaee,'*  she  said,  ^'what  to-morFow  may 
-Dfoduoe,  whether  re^f  or  an  end  to  ^very 
bopTof  comfort  to  me  on  ibis  side  thL 
jjrave.    JDo  not,    my  Costanza,   «dd  to 
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the  misery  of  my  devoted  &mily ;  pre- 
serve something  to  my  Federicb  for  the 
«ipudi  that  he ^ may  lose;  you  too,  at  thie 
last,  may  perhaps  have  power  over  the 
hiBart  of  this  mercdless  Luna,  who  would 
quench  his  hatred  in  the  blood  of  the  Fe- 
rollo  race.  Recover  your  composure,  dear 
^ild,  for  your  own,  your  mother's^  for  all 
our  sakes." 

Poor  Marguerita,  whose  distresses  had 
begun  to  yield  to  kindness  in  those  around 
her,  and  pioijs  resignation  in  herself,  felt 
jbU  her  woes  Miewed  by  the  sight  of  si- 
milar suffering  in  Costanza,  and  in  the  sor- 
row of  her  adopted  parents ;  she  paced  the 
room,  trying  to  restrain  the  gushing  tears 
which  would  force  themselves  from  her 
eyes.  From  time  to  time  she  would  ap- 
proach Costanza,  embrace  her,  attempt 
to  say  something  to  comfort  her,  and  then, 
at  the  sight  of  her  grief,  be  overpowered 
by  sympathy,  and  again  quit  her  to  re- 
cover herself. 

Father  Angelini  did  not  remain  long 
with  the  baroness  Solanto  before  he  begged 
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ht^  Anigfater  and  fKends  to  return  to  her, 
and  went  to  request  the  attendance  of  don 
Giaeomo,  who  had  retired  to  rest  for  an 
hour:  or  two;  they-  found  the  baroness 
much  weaker,  but  still  per^tly  sensible ; 
fibe  affectionately  emlnraced  her  fiiend  and 
Mtfgumta,  said  a  few  words  of  farewell 
to  each,  and  recommended,  with  a  mother^s 
tenderness,  her  child  to  the  care  of  the 
fixfrner.  You  will  be  a  mother  to  her 
when  I  am  gone-^will  you  not,  Vic- 
toria?'' 

•*  I  will,  I  will,  if  I  am  spared  to  my 
own  ofispring.** 

She  looked  shocked  at  the  appearance 
of  the  baron :  sihce  she  had  seen  him,  three 
diiys  spent  in  toil,  and  the  greater  part  'of 
tiie  nights  in  watching  and  directing, 
added  to  the  feelings  which  in  silenc^ 
swelled  his  bdtom,  for  his  wife,  his  chiW 
dren,  his  friends,  and  faithful  followers^ 
who  had  fallen  around  him,  his  hourly  in- 
creasing anxiety  for  the  result,  which  had 
vow  almost  become  despair,  could  noV 
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iail  to  shew  itoeif  ob  hb  &oe^  tfaougjlk  pof 
pliable  but  erf*  hope  and  enoenn^pemimfc^ 
iMd  eseaped  hnn;  he  laised  the  baodoC 
tiie  suflerw  to  hi»  I^is^  and  pFomiaecL 
wfailat,  be  had  life^  to  prdtect  hwdiilds 
She  hdd  out  h^  a»a9,  ust  if  one^  wove  td» 
embrace  her  dattghta",  wfai»  was  kmelk^ 
by  her.  Cortanza  rOi»e  to^  Bo^eeli  hea  cirelki|p 
arms.  A  slight  cony ufeion  seen^ed  to  a|^ 
tete  her ;.  she  looked  to  the  QQo£bssQf,:,whi3r 
held  up  the  crucsfts  before  her^  audi  f03^ 
nounced  the  awful  sentence — **  Reai^^ 
your  soul  to  him  who  gave  it.** — Om^  she 
looked  from  her  child  to  PandetSna-— 43rtedb 
toartieu]ate-*couldiH>t-^Oolted'  tat  heaven 
•~and  expired. 

What,. in  the  catalogue.of  humaikimaery;. 
13  equal  to  the  frightfid  silencer  tdiieh  £dt-» 
laws  the  departed  spirit  of  thime-  wo;  knm^ 
i^hea  fbr  a  moment  we  ttot  to  taEestiif;^ 
iMt  we  dissipate  the  li&  whieh  still  semsa 
hovering  round  us;  aaddaKUolonirn.to 
Mkiselves  that  hope  haa  fled,,  and  l^ft.  na 
with  tiie  blMdi  reality  oS  death  ?    Sack 
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«9m)«^  mcb  deathBkc^  9tilbies9*  «e!gne4 
arcHiod  tb»  couch  of  what  waa  the.  l»it>» 

Oostmiiia  Qtlll  fcflatiaincsd  in  the  attitude 
of  reo^ving  her  last  embraoe;  riie  uttcfcd 
no.  $ouQd;r  she^  aeeoaed  toraed  to  stone. 
At  leagtl)  shi^  sbwly  tm^  fewielf  upn 
tighfei  ^  pale  mA  sti;flr?i^  fcatitir^s  ^ 
h«  iRelh  V  l€>Ql(!e€!l  i^  m^PQ  ai^lUn^  thftft 
did^  h^  J&9^  WUPtpHapcef;  no  one  couj^^ 

^pe4](  fQ£  a  few  mom^nt^ ;  but  nt  laat  t^4 
«(H^[b9QK  took  b«r  hw4  ji»cI  s^i^h- ^VMjfr 
ol^d^  be. who  gai^  may  tiJie  away  i  iH;  bw 
QAiUcr  bQ  cQwfortedf'' 

^  Talk  not  to  me  of  ^oft^i^  i^t^C^ 
hirigig  bilbw  tbiB^  tig^^  of  l^un%»  and  ^b«w 
thfiii<  itilwl.  Ib^f  baiMfbdoofi}  thftw  tl^MMb 
tlmlc  gbrkHis  aehtevemerita.  SjMh  a  9i^ti 
Wiwld.  Qpmfi>irt  tbemi,  pefbi^.;  m\w^  it 

gMtf  foK  erer,.  Sweet  mnt^  wfaoit  bi»4 
fint  took  away  blD%  on  whom  yw^  l^t^^dt 

^  Ipttppjnsa^  9j«di  tboft;  sp^gbt;  tq  Ivm 
down  the  home  which  sheltered  yqk^h 

Yovamg^^dmfi^  md  j»MkBMBbHT'9<2^ 
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found  excuses  for  them,  when  no  one  else 
couM.  No!  such  swecitness  was  not  fit 
for  earth:  tell  them  that  she  U  gone: 
would  thatt  I  were  too,  for  then  there 
would  be  peace  " 

Costanza  paused,  and  the  baroness  fold- 
ed her  arms  nround  her,  and  tried  to  lead 
her  away,  but  the  action  seemed  imme* 
diately  to  restore  her  recollection,  and  sAie 
said—**  No,  no !  I  cannot  leave  her  yet^ 
I  know  I  must,  but  not  yet — I  will  be 
very  mild  in  future  and  dutiful-^she  bade 
me ;  but  do  not  take  me  from  her— -do  hot 
weep  so  much — I  make  every  one  un- 
happy— pray  forgive  me.** 

She  then  went  and  knelt  down  by  the 
couch,  and  holding  the  lifeless  hand  of  her 
mother,  buried  her  face  in  the  clothes.' 
Marguerita  begged  to  be  left  with  her 
and  father  Angelini ;  and  the  baron,  whose 
silent  sympathy  for  those  around  him 
forced  tears  down  his  manly  cheek,  sup- 
ported the  baroness  from  the  scene  of 
death, 

PeroUo  was  soon  after  summoned  to 
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ffEMii^ve  the  eniissiuries  of  hottit  LuJia; 
when  bis  fraitlesa  and  insulting  j^roposiili 
met  with  so  proper  a  reception  fh>tn'the 
gallant  chief,  whose  bosom  swelled  with 
feelings  too  indignant  to  admit  for  some 
time  of  any  thoughts  of  the  future  cbn^ 
sequence  of  the  rejection ;  but  wlien  he 
again  returned  to  his  family,  after  taking 
such  precautions  as  the  dilapidated  state 
&£  the  castle  made  necessary,  the  distress 
Und  anxiety  which  was  so  deeply  marked 
on  the  features  of  the  baroness,  recalled 
him  to  a  full  sense  of  the  dangers  by  which 
he  was  surrounded ;  still  he  exerted  him-^ 
self  to  communicate  to  others  the  a$snranctf 
which  he  himself  could  not  feel,  that  their 
security  was  a  matter  of  no  doubt  or 
anxiety.  ^ 

•*  The  attempt  to  treat  with  don  Sigis- 
mund  has  failed,**  said  the  baroness,  with 
a  sigh  of  despondency. 

^  I  never  had  much  inclination  to  re^ 
cdve  the  insulting  dictates  of  a  conqueror,*^ 
relied  PeroUo,  **  and  am  spared  this  dis- 
grace at  present;  to  think  of  which,  I  was 
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Oidyf  temptad  Vgr »  b^ipa  to- saare  thef  effW 
il4ft  of  UoQ<  on  Ifte  p«rt  «£  Luna  w  weU 
•tfof  mysalf;  Ih^  mnat  dude  bjr  tbe  eonf 
Hequeneeft  ef  their  rejdy  lo  m^  ^flfer&T 

'*  C«n  no  wediajtiag  fticwd  he  foutHi/ 
Mk^  the  Ifeid^,  ^  wb€>'  lOfiseBsai  influence 
enou^  aver  coimt  Lun^  ta  bidug  bun  ta 
more  reaaowUQ  teirafii?'' 

'^  He  hw  cut:  off  all  pos^biUty  of  a  Qom^ 
jmHnise,"  replied  4qb  Giaeoioa;  *'  and  1 
tvould  seareely  expose  any  of  my  friencla 
to  meet  the  fete  of  poor  Fermnu* 

**  Th^^  k  one  alternative  which  yell 
might  save  us  all/"  said  the  baroness.  Pe^* 
rollo  replied  by  a  look  of  inquiry.  Hift 
wife  waited  as  if  f<vr  encoumgement  to 
proceed^  and  continued — "  In  your  safety^ 
PandolBna,  is  centered  the  preservation: 
of  your  friends  and  family ;  were  you  with 
Geraci  or  Partanna*  or  even  with  the  vice* 
roy,  don  Sigismund  would  »o  longer 
waste  his  men  in  fruitless  atten^pts  to  bat- 
ter down  your  walls;  you  would  eoUect 
an  overpowering  force,  and  the  dread  of 
your  approach  must  be  to  us  a  stronger 
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bttpoie  arm  caa  give  iis.nom-;: ;  We  should 
Mot  dfead':the.iiirther  anaojwioe  ((rf^oili 
ettemifiti.  wlnlst.jou  were*  seoiueljr  iirmed 
taanrenge  any  kmilta  toiwhiob  we  inaig^ 
fat)  aufa^eefe;  and  under  jAe  protecfcion  of 
don  Paolo^  I  could  cheerfully  await  youv 
pstimi;'  wdtbout .the  distressibg.  anxiety 
w>iich  ttQW  tottuiea  me.'' 

The  fasroneis  was  silent,  tfid  don  Gia* 
QWio .  looked  at  her,  with  m  aspeet  some- 
tbing.Ukft  reproach..  She  burst  into  tears 
— "Fiwrgive  mft  VictcMia^"  be  said;  "I 
d^  not  think  tohave  been  instigated  by 
you  to  A  disgraceful  fligbt';;but  the  sad 
seenesby  whtph  we  are  surrounded  weaken 
aU  oujr  firmer  feeUngs.  ;  iJet  me,  hear  no 
more  of .  .tiikis,**  he  added;  aflfeotionately  { 
^aU  wiU>  yethe .vaU,  Without  my  fleeing 
iKfore  this  iii»(}lentjBggresson^ 

"  I  should  not  have  ventured,"  replied 
th$  It^^i^ss^  stiU  weeping,  **  to  have  pre- 
ferred my  request,  had  I  not  deeply  weigh* 
ed.  the  sutyect  In  my  thoughts,  and  fully 
^t^^ined  t^|  qo  disgrace  QOMJld  itttaph 
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itielf  to  tltemme  and  honour  of  Perallo^ 
fay  your  tfetirhig  fc»r  a  tame  before  the 
itorm^  to  coHeet  in  person  jnour  ^friends 
and.  partisans,- and  to  saTe the  remnant  of 
your  followers  and  fwnily  assembled  here.'* 

Don  Fao|o  entered  as  i^  was  speak* 
ing. 

*"  This  faithful  friend,"^  she  eontmued, 
^  shall  judge  my  cause,  and  wiH^  I  know; 
decide  with  honour  and  with  prudence.'' 

'*  It  can  require  no  deHbetatiMi,''  an- 
swered don  Giacomo,  ^  to  ascertain  that 
flight  must  always  be  disgraceftiL" 

**  There  are  instances,"'  said  don  Faolo^ 
"  in  which  the  timely  retreat  of  one  ihay 
prove  the  means  of  safety  to  those  who 
remain ;  and  if  the  force  be  overpowering 
to  which  the  retiring  party  yields,  flight 
then  becomes  a  duty — ^though  unpleasant 
and  distressing,  still  the  duty  of  a  chief- 

"  Bless  you  for  this  reply  f*  ejaculated 
the  baroness. 

PandolHna  smiled. — "  Paolo,**  he  said, 
**  is  doubtless  well  provided  with  cases  in 


potnt^  but  none^  I  think,  wfaich^will  ex^ 
ctise  8  cbieftMn  iv4ib  deserts  his  family 
and  friend^  who  leaves  his  faitbftil  sot* 
diers  to  defend  his  tenders,  and  to  shed 
their  bkK)d  in  the  cttusie  hehai  himself 
abandoned."^  -         » 

^  Abandoned  !*  interrupted  *  the  barb^ 
ness— ^^  the  cause  he  seeks  to  md,  by  rais^ 
xng  the  support  fr(mr  which  it  most  even* 
tualfy*  tritimph  ;*  but  don  PlKdo  does  tiot 
understand  my  ■  iirgtlment** 

^  i  had  fo^^dden  yoa  to  mention  i1^ 
but  he  most  now  have  a  pretty  clear  idea 
of  the  subject  of  our  cotiversatlon,'*  ob« 
served  PeroBo;  **  you  may  proceed" 

^  I  wa»  urging  to  Pandolfina,*'  she  be- 
gan, •*  the  expediency  of  his  seeking  a 
refuge  with  Greraci  or  Partanmiy  raising 
what  succours  he  can  procuire,  wrthouf 
the  delay  with  which  they  sefemtoproeeed;. 
and  leaving  myself  and  &mily  beneath  the 
protection  of  yourself  and  our  other  gat 
lant  friends.  It  19  agamst  my  husband's 
person  the  fury  of  the  assailants^  is  di- 
rected ;  and  were  he  once  away^  their  de* 
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sire  to  puiduise  the  nana  of  our  m^nsioB 
vould  not  be  safficiently  strcmg  to  urg9 
them  on  at  the  hanrd  of  their  lives  to  gam 
it:  wit^  n  full  coQvictian  thi^  Perollo 
woqjjd  speedily  retum,  airmed  with  resistr 
less  power  for  victory  and  vengeance^  J 
urge  him  to  no  disgraceful  act,  by  iirciting 
him  to  seek  our  safety  and  his  own ;  the 
lingering  conduct  of  Geracip  and  the  ii^eak- 
ness  of  Francisco  Perollo,  make  it  neoes^ 
sary  that  more  energetic  measures  should 
be  used  to  collect  their  foroesf.  Grcraci 
may  be  with  the  viceroy,  and  in  whom 
can  we  look  for  the  promptness  and  ala« 
crity  with  which  Perollo  hiinself  will  act  ? 
He  leaves  us  here  neither  defenceless  nor 
unprotected.  His  single  arm,  though 
strong  and  powerful,  cannot  alone  sup* 
port  a  sinking  cause,  and  our  friends  have 
3hewn  how  heroically  they  can  acquit 
tliemselves,  I  am  aware  that  this  conduct 
might  be  a  dangerous  example  to  the  men; 
but  when  they  learn  that  their  chieftain 
commitis  the  dearest  pledges  of  his  love  into 
their  hands^  to  stand  or  fall  together; 
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yihm  thcgr  tr¥^  W9iMied  that  U^gpm  but  to 
ftdl  enoDUJSged^  nithw  thaa  d^p^essedj^  bjf 

I  would  nott"  obsi^rv^:  do9»  Bfudo^ 
be  bastj.  in  adopting  or  r^/ecting.  the 
plan  you  propo«e»  ^ignma.  I;  sm  w^l| 
aware  that  the  viol^oe.  of  our  eoeiniles  is 

pfincipaUy  directed.  >ag^D$t  my  Jw^aman 
as  HD  individual ;  but  how  &r  hi&  abieqct 
wpuld  mitigate  thqii  thirst  £ox  vengeance 
and  destniction,  and  divert  the  stonni^oi^ 
suspend  its  fury,  it  is  impossible  tf>  dpcide : 
at  all  events^  I.  do  not  considec  the  pri^senl^ 
iposture  of  affiiirs  as  making  suehr  an  at-i 
tempt  either  feasible  or  poUtic ;  the  casUist 
16  nearly  surrounded  by  guaids^  andrX^^iv. 
tinels»  through  whom  it  would  be^ifficultn 
If  not  impossible*  tO:  pass^ ;  and  a  failure  ia. 
the  attempt  would  involve  undoubted 
jmn  to  Fandol^nai.  and  probalply  tp  a^  our 
pmrty:  should  events  grow  d?sperate»  if^ 
the  confusion  and  carelessness  wbidi  th^ 
prospect  of  victory  will  eau^  ha  may 
peit^ps  succeed,  in  escaping,    i  wiU  wii^U 
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Sfigl^'  undertake  to  remain  till  the  last 
tncinent^  as  the  defender  of  those  he  may 
leave.  The  security  of  our  chief  would 
then  perhaps  restrain  the  hands  of  the 
flssait^ts,  who  would  fear  lest  erery  hour 
should  bring  him  back  with  sufficient  jforoe 
to  quell  their  rebellious  multitude.** 

••Weil,"  replied  don  Giaeomo^  ••you 
have  made  a  handsome  compromise,  my 
frigid ;  and  when  there  is  no  hope  of  safety 
here,  I  will  engage  to  seek  it  beyond  the 
walls.** 

••  Were  this  resolution  indeed  to  be  ful- 
filled, and  if  in  the  fatal  crisis  of  afikirs 
(should  it  be  the  will  of  Providence  that 
such  should  occur),  if  then  you  would 
commit  us  to  the  care  of  don  Pac^o,  and 
seek  a  refuge  with  our  distant  friends,  I 
should  be  more  reconciled,**  replied  the 
baroness. 

••  When  Paolo  bids  me  fly,  I  will  obey^** 
sud  PeroUo,  who  being  summoned  to  at- 
tend some  afiair  of  consequence,  the  party 
separated  for  a  time. 

Count  Luna  received  the  reply  of  don 
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GiaoMBNv  at  ntUer  the  detail  <£  what  had 
taken  place  between  his  messengers  and 
the  beraiit  with  threats  of  vengeanee  and 
extennmatimi. 

.  Tfllyavia  having  conduded^his  account 
of  the  circumstances  which  occurred. dnr4 
ing  his  interview,  Adriano  observed  that 
he*^  also  had  some  intelUglenbeib  cdrntho-' 
nicate;  and  with  aflfected  hmhOity  and 
adnmes9=  related  the  contemptuous  treat-» 
ment  which  he  had  personally-  niet  with«- 
raaong  still  higher  the  ^pis^sionof  don  ^U 
gismund ;  and  finally  detailed  his  ^silccess^- 
fill  attempt  to  excite  a  spirit  of  disafiPectlonr 
and  desertion  amongst  the  tk)ops  of  Po-- 
lollo,  in  whose  custody  he  hfid  been  left 
when  Tal]ravia  withdrei^  iwith  don  Gia<^ 
comoj  aasuing  the  count  he  might  ealcu*'-' 
lat6  upon  the  retreat  of  paort  of  his  foes* 
when  the  assault  should  be  renewed.' 
These  tidings  excited  .the  greatest  satis- 
faction, and'  the  oxning  day  was  impa- 
tiently awaited  by  all  the  party,  who  now- 
looked  forward  with  cbnfidmce  to  the' 
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speedy  tenaunation  of  then  fttigue  and 

With: ,  the  earliest  %ht  count  Luna 
was  on  horseback,  surrounded  by  his  chief 
officers^  and  on  his  way  to  the  scene  of 
havoc  and  destruction.  Infontanetta  waa 
osdered  to  occupy  the  station  which  don 
Midbdie  Fugiadea  had  abandoned  in  the 
Talley.  Feirante  Luchese  was  stationed 
on  the  north)  to  renew  the  attadc  uptti 
the  great  tower,  whei;e  doa  Paolo  com-, 
nwnded ;.  and  Calogero  Calandrino>  sues 
ceeded  to  tlbe  post  on  the  western  side»: 
whif^  Luchese  had  held  on  the  day  preK 
coding :  as  the  south  side  presented  no 
practicable  point  of  attack,  and  was  not 
lijkdy  to  afford  the  besieged  an  opportu** 
nity  of  flight  (being  bounded  at  no  great 
distance  by  the  inaccessible  locks  which 
overhung  the  sea,  and  surrounded  by  the 
ruined  mansions  of  Cosmo  Luchese^  G&> 
roniaQo  and  Paolo  PeroUo),  it  was  now 
abandoned  by  tibe  be^egers,  who  renewed 
Uieir  attacks  with  violence  on  the  nwth. 
and  on  the  west 
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'  XJpoa  tile  SakBKaadtmBdehylMdkf^ 
Sie  6oi0paiikiQ9  of  ixm  Tad^  fefilftecl  to^ 
pQtttme  their  araw;  tliey  had  lenl^ed-  no 
Idl^er  to  support  e  fruitless  cbntest,  and: 
iMee  don  GSaooma  had  refused  to  eorisult 
Aleir  safety,  by  aceeptiBg  the  htfiourtribte' 
tHnm  wlkieh  they  knew  had  been  offered, 
l^egr  would '  Ho  Scmger  he  the  Tictiai^  of 
IA»  pide^  and  obstinaey^ 
■'-  AatMuteA'  at  this  sudden  defeetiofi; 
tiieir  commandievs  oxbofted  liiem  to^re^ 
turn  to  their  obedience  deebrsd:  the  tends 
tiWdi  hid  been  ofibred  were  Such  as  th6y 
wouM  tliemselves    haro  indignwt^  re-^ 
JMtod^  and  pcdnted  out  the  Kttle  hope  there 
WHS  of  their  beings  reed^^  by  Luna;  to( 
tUs  thjsy  replied^  that  the  banm  Adriano 
had  given  them  assuraaees  of  finrour  and 
protection. 

Son  Faolo  saw  that  the  case  was  hope- 
less, but  endeavoured  by  every  argODient 
tstanrakat  a  senee  of  honour,  and  those 
fediagt  of  attachment  which,  they  had  m^ 
fiequently  and  so  ardently  professed  to 
dwKlsb  £br  their  clueftain  and[  his  fiimtly. 
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Dsowg  the  del;mte,  Pandolfina  arrived 
upon  the  «pot,  and  learned  the  defection 
of  the  .^arty.— ''  Let  them  instantly  de- 
part," exdaimed  Ferojlo.  ''  Heaven  fw- 
bid  that  I  should  retaui  one  unwilling  ann 
to  aid  nay  cause ;  let  them  abandon  the 
qhirfthey  have  sworn  to  defend ;  let  them 
fpve  up  his  family  and  friends  to  the  fury 
of  their  murderers,  and  seek  with  what. 
gatiiifiMStion  they  can  another  leader  more 
fortunate  than  Pandolfina.'' 

The  nien  appeared  to  hesitate. 

'*  Will  your  excellenza  accept  the  terms 
offered  by  count  Luna  ?"  they  inquired. 

"  No^**  replied  don  Giacomo :  "  first  let 
me  perish,  and  let  the  name  of  PeroUo  die 
with  me,  rather  than  be  disgraced  by  such: 
dishonourable  submission.'* 

"  Propose  then  other  terms.*' 

^  None  will  be  aoeepted,nor  will  I  con- 
descend to  ofier  them." 

'*  Then  let  us  lay  down  our  arms,**  cried 
the  ringleader,  and  they  piled  their  wea- 
pons on  the  tower. 

^  Escort  them  to  the  gate,**  said  Gia^ 
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edmo  i  **  before  the  sun  has  se^  they  wiU 
repent  them  of  this  dishonour.'*  ^  ' 

Not  above  ten  of  the  party  remained 
behind*  the  rest  descended  the  stairs,  ao- 
-cbmpanied  by  don  Paolo,  who  halted  in 
the  portal. — **  Once  again,  my  friends,''  he 
aaid,  "  reflect,  and  do  not  stain  your  late 
Jietoic  deeds  by  desertion  and  by  fiight." 

The  men  were  however  deaf  to  all  erf- 
treaties,  the  wicket  was  thrown  open,  and 
they  departed.  Their  approach  was  hailed 
by  the;  partisans  of  Luna  with  loud  shoutft 
of  triumph,  and  they  passed  unresisted 
'through  the  hostile  squadron.  The  few 
iremfuning  fiiends  of  Perollo  were  wit^ 
iieBses  of  this  final  blow  to  their  hopes 
Smm  the  dilapidated  walls,  but  prepared 
to  meet  the  increasing  dangers  with  h 
Spirit  and  resolution  worthy  of  such  a 
chieftain  and  of  such  a  cause. 
'  With  fresh  ardour  the  bombardment 
'recommenced.  Ferrante  Luchese  had  ob- 
served the  useless  labour  whidi  had  beeh 
expended  in  attempting  to  destroy'  the 
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great  tower  wnA  gBLte,  taii,  tumed  his  fire 
upon  a  weaker  ,patt  <if  the  wsalH  wiMit 
SPitfidolfina  had  ktely  erected  ^fales  for 
the  horses  belongbig  to  his  retainenL  Tids 
jefibot  of  this  was  soon  wwkAe ;  the  newlf- 
•constructed  buildtngs  gtfve  way  in  evety 
'dieectaoB,  toid  diew  with  them  in  liiett 
fall  parts  of  theiMljaoent  bulwarks ;  pnM^ 
iioable  breaches  were  soon  made,  and  Lu- 
fchese  again  pr^red  to  tftorm  the  fortress. 
The  exertions  of  the  besieged  were  greater 
•than  could  have  been  supposed  possible 
fi*om  Hoen  so  reduced  by  fatigue.  Their 
fum^bers,  diminished  by  death,  wounds^and 
4iesertion,  were  scarcely  sufficient  to  man 
ooe  side  of  the  battlements,  and  on  every 
Ipart  ruin  and  dismay  presented  tfaem- 
.selves.  -f 

By  the  breaches  made  by  Luchese;  the 
north  tower  iiad  become  nearly  isolated 
&om  -  the  4rther  parts  of  4^e  building.  The 
companions  of  d<m  Paolo  were  redoced  to 
4^wo  or  thvee,  and  inei^idble  of  offering 
further  hostilities.    Don  Oiacomo  and  a 
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maMi  hoiy  of  men  still  fbuglit  fran  an 

n^ieest  turret,  l>iit  dl  cotnmunicatioii  was 

»  

cut  off  between  him  and  donTaoia 

/Tbe  troops  <£  Luchese  ng^  began  to 
pour  in  tiivoogfa  tbe  undefiBnded  aperture 
in  the  walls,  and  butchered  sotme  winded 
and  defencefess  men  whoni  Ihey  &iuiid  in 
tiie  a{)Grrtments  they  bad  entiered*  The 
cries  of  the  sufl^:ter8  caAKght  the  ears  of 
Aon  Faoto ;  he  descended  from  the  toliffer, 
and  rushed  sword  in  hand  amongst  the 
assailants;  wherever  he  turned  himself 
fais  foes  were  scatter^  before  faim ;  his 
wlute  aitnour  was  dyed  ef  the  deepest 
crimton ;  for  a  few  moments'  he  atopped 
the  ingress <£  the  enemies;  but  (he  fotCe 
ef  ftumbers  was  not  eventually  to  be  re- 
siated,  and  he  began  to  give  ground,  whe» 
Jjuchese  forced  his  way  into  ffbe  focHn^ 
wfaere^  alone  ^and  unassisted,  the.jgidlaiiit 
kinsman  of  Pandolfina  supported  itemself 
against  la  iio^t  of  foes. 

"  Your  valouiv  ^gobt,  is  Ttsdess^**  he 
add  **  I  woiild  same  yoitr  life  at  tht  ha- 
*rd  4>f  iwy  omu    You  may  yet  be;rf 
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aervjoe  to  your  friends ;  I  adc  no  suboiis* 
skxi-r«-4re8ign  your  sword,  and  mine  shall 
defend  you*** 

^  Thanksy  brave  Luehese,''  replied  Pe- 
rollo ;  '^  but  my  existence  is  useless,  and 
after  defeat  worthless." 

^Disarm  him  then,"  cried  don  Fer- 
rante  to  his  sddiers ;  ^  but,  at  the  peril  of 
your  lives,  injure  him  not" 
.  His  command  was  soon  obeyed,  and 
don  Paolo  a  captive  in  the  hands  of  the 
besiegers. 

*^  For  the  helpless  females  and  diildren 
I  demand  your  quarter,  signer  Luchese; 
for  myself,  I  must  yield  to  numbers." 

Don  Ferrante  returned  his  sword. 

"  You  will  not,"  he  said,  **  use  this 
weapon  again  to  resist  the  force  of  Luna 
and  Perolta;  and  mine,  signor,  shall  now 
aid  you 'an  protecting  the  defenceless. 
Where  are  the  ladies  ?" 

'^  On  the  eastern  side,  in  the  interior 
court,"  answered  don  Paolo. 

^  Hasten  thither  instantly,"  said  Lu- 
diese;  ^  as  soon  as  I  can  quit  my  post,  I 
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will  be  with  you,  which  will  be  before  any- 
other  of  our  party  can  have  reached  the 
spot  Don  Paolo,"  he  continued,  in  a  tone 
of  authority  to  those  about  him,  ^^  is  my 
prisoner ;  treat  him  no  longer  as  an  ene- 
my.'' 

PeroUo  was  then  allowed  to  make  Jbh 

way  through  the  furious  crowd,  who  were 
filling  the  northern  court,  and  hastily  tak- 
ing his  way  to  the  quarter  in  which  don 
Giacomo  fought,  he  desired  him  and  his 
companions  instantly  to  save  themselves 
— "  Resistance,"  he  said,  "  is  now  useless ; 
1  am  myself  a  prisoner,  but  have  secured 
4)ie  safety  of  the  ladies  through  the  gene- 
rosity of  Luchese." 

Giovanni  and  Geronimo  PeroUo  waited 
no  further  bidding,  but  retreating  into  the 
interior  apartments,  escaped  through  dif- 
ferent communications  with  outer  walls ; 
and  the  whole  force  of  count  Luna  being 
drawn  to  the  breach  at  which  Luchese  had 
entered,  the  avenues  were  left  unguarded. 

Pandolfina  threw  himself  for  an  instant 
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into  the  arrns^  of  don  Paolo — *^  Commend 
m^  t6  my  wife,"  he  said,  **  to  my  children 
and  tny  friends^  I  shall  not  yet  retiM^ 
bat  will  not  vei^ontarily  sacrifice  my  life. 
Befit  and  most  faffthful  of  our  devoted  raw, 
farewell!" 

*Afew  vBi^sals  still  rallied  round  their 
ImA,  tind  declai^d  their  tes^rfiitkm  to  shate 
hid  fate.  As  don  Paolo  retired,  they 
do^d  the  portal  of  the  turret,  and  awa^ 
ed  the  coming  storm. 

The  rage  of  the  assailants  seemed  to 
kno^  no  bounds :  every  living  sowl  they 
had  encountered,  except  don  Paolo,  had 
instaiatly  been  cut  in  pieces;  the  very 
horses  in  the  building  througii  which  they 
httd  entered  were  sacrificed  to  their  fury, 
and  two-and^wenty  animals  were  botcher- 
ed  in  this  indiscriminate  massacre. 

The  troops  of  Luna  now  impetnatlrty 
made  their  way  towards  the  post  whieh 
dm  Giacomo  occupied,  shouting  loudly 
to  the  besoeged  to  throw  down  their  arm^ 
t6  open  <^eir  gates,  and  yield  to  Luna 
andPeralta.    The  baron  ordered  the  <  door 
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df  the  tower  to  be  thrown  open,  and  mk 
tlie  enemy  crowded  to  the  entrance,  pour^ 
ad  upcm  them  a  shower  of  balls  and  ar« 
WW8 ;  they  fell  in  heaps  before  the  portaL 

^  Thus  shall  we  surrender  our  arms,  and 
thus  welcome  our  assassins  I**  cried  Perol* 
lo,  and  anothar  volley  firom  his  party  ar- 
nrted  the  approach  of  the  multitude. 

Cmfusion  spread  through  the  carowd ; 
tfaey  had  expected  that  the  interior  of  the 
csastle  once  gained,  all  re»stanee  on  tb^ 
part  of  the  besieged  would  cease;  wbm 
the  gallant  and  unlooked-for  defence  of 
don  Giacomo  caused  them  again  to  w* 
treat  to  the  north  court. 

The  chief  availed  himself  of  their  pernio 
and  prepared  for  flight,  exhorting  hi^  eom^ 
pinions  also  to  save  themselves,  and  thien 
took  his  way  towards  the  south  side  of  tb« 
building,  which  was  cleared  from  the  n^ 
sailants.  He  was  followed  only  by  AlH 
drea  Carusello,  the  old  and  afiectiooaW 
aervant  of  his  house,  who  for  several  g^ 
nerations  had  loved  and  honoured  theloi^ 
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of  Pftndolfina.  During  the  siege  he  had 
attended  his  master  through  every  danger, 
and  now  resisted  every  entreaty  to  seek= 
his  safety  with  don  Paolo  and  the  baroness^ 
peremptorily  insisting  to  follow  the  for- 
tunes of  his  lord  to  the  last 

From  one  of  the  southern,  towers  the 
baron  prepared  to  descend,  but  as  Andrea 
could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  remain^ 
dori  Giacomo  first  endeavoured  to  provide 
for  the  safety  of  the  old  man,  whom  he 
lowered  from  one  of  the  windows  by  a 
rope,  and  immediately  following  him,  both 
reached  the  exterior  of  the  castle  in  safety. 

The  partisans  of  don  Sigismund  soon 
recovered  from  their  temporary  dismay, 
and  again  rushed  forward  with  redoubled 
fury,  spreading  havoc  and  destruction  on 
every  sida  The  great  gates  of  the  castle 
were  beaten  down,  and  afforded  free  ac- 
cess to  the  sanguinary  ruffians,  who  throng- 
ed in  crowds  to  satiate  their  vengeance, 
and  to  riot  in  the  spoils  of  Fandolfina's 
wealthy  and  magnificent  abode. 

The  ferocious  Calandrino  seized  the  ar- 
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tillery  of  the  castle,  and  pointing  it  to  the 
yet-uninjured  buildings  on  the  east,  began 
to  batter  the  walls  of  the  apartments  in 
which  the  females  were  assembled,  regard- 
less of  the  signs  of  submission  and  truce 
which  Luchese  and  don  Paolo  had  hoisted. 
The  former  instantly  dispatched  a  messen- 
ger to  request  the  interference  of  don  Si- 
gismund,  who  commanded  the  firing  to 
cease,  and  prepared  to  take  possession  of 
his  cpnquest. 
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CHAPTER  V. 
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Gik  tioD  fii  devo  a  te  dogiia,  n^  piantq ; 

Cb^y  se  tuori  iiel  mondo,  in  ciel  renasci : 

t  chi  dove  ti  spogti  i!  mott^t  iiiatito, 

Di  gt(H-k  io&fMMife  alte  tMCig^  told.  /TiW*. 

X 

The  baroness  Fandolfina  had  repeatedly 
entreated  Costanza  to  quit  the  melancholy 
scene  of  death,  and  to  remain  with  herself 
and  the  children ;  but  this  she  persisted  in 
refusing,  and  declared  her  firm  resolution 
to  watch  by  the  body  of  her  mother,  till 
the  last  moment  it  should  be  kept  from 
its  final  abode.  Marguerita  remained  with 
her,  as  did  also  the  father  Angelini,  and 
occasionally  the  baroness  revisited  the 
mourner ;  but  from  the  moment  when  the 
bombardment  recommenced,  she  had  been 
so  absorbed  in  the  idea  of  the  peril  to 
which  her  husband  and  children  were  ex- 


fKNied»  that  her  thpughte  cou]k3iiH>t  waa- 
^  from  their  intense  anxiety  at  the  event 
whieh  e$ch  succeeding  instant  might  be 
MCpeeted  to  produce. 

For  one  short  moment  ahe  had  ^em 
^iVidolfina,  and  the  sad  change  in  hi$  apk 
pewrance  deddred  that  adverse  cirwmst^o- 
-fam  tod  added  to  their  misfortuni^ .  He 
niMntianed  not,  fcowever,  the  desertion 
.whieli  bad  tnkeix  place,  and  which  Was 
^undoubtedly  the  eventual  cause  of  hi^  di?- 
§H$t^  bat  stiU  endeavoured  to  clie^  her 
drooping  spirits,  md  pronnsed  to^  sec^ 
lafety  in  flight,  should  his  ^airs  asaume  a 
jbppeless  aspect 

Diasi^y  and  teiror  seemed  to  have  ^t^ 
jped  even  the  grief  of  such  as  had  been 
most  loud  in  their  lamenta^ons,  pnevi^NUfi 
to  the  present  alarming  posture  of  aflbirs. 
7he /«ottnt  Bambdca,  who  had  been  able 
jbQ  get  mlo  the  apartment  o£  the  baron^as, 
was  9ome  support,  and  kept  the  iU-tiipMd 
^<9Qttplaiiit8  and  loquacious  misery  of  tJbte 
QQiintess  salesit.  His  wounds  ^itirely  ph^ 
M^f^^  Jm  being  useful  in  the  contest^  and 
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he  thought  he  might  be  of  some  service  in 
aiding  and  consoling  the  baroness,  whidi 
he  moat  assiduously  endeavoured  to  da 

With  breathless  anxiety  and  alarm  the 
party  listened  to  every  sound  which  they 
could  catch  amidst  the  roar  of  the  artil- 
lery ;  at  length  a  shout,  which  seemed  to 
announce  their  fate,  was  heard  distinotfy 
nearer  than  any  of  the  confused  mnaes 
whidi  had  before  caught  their  attention. 
A  wounded  vassal  rushed  into  the  room, 
and  exdaiming — ^^  All  is  lost  T  fell  on  the 
floor,  and  instantly  expired. 

A  second  shout,  louder  and  near^  than 
the  first,  burst  upon  their  ears  before  th^ 
recovered  from  the  alarm  caused  by  the 
dying  soldier,  and  the  name  of  Luna  was 
distinctly  heard  amidst  the  cries  and 
screams  which  mingled  with  the  tumult 
The  baroness  threw  herself  upon  her 
knees,  and  clasped  her  arms  around  her 
diildren.  The  count  Sambuca  attempted 
to  rise  and  place  himself  before  the  door, 
when  the  countess,  with  a  shriek  of  ter- 
ror, cast  herself  upon  him,  and  entreated  to 
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be  ffnred.  He  implored  her  to  be  tranqnil, 
and  to  rely  on  the  protection  of  Heaven. 
She  atill  continued  clinging  round  him, 
and  vociferating  her  entreaties  to  be  res^ 
cued.  He  commanded  her  to  be  silent, 
and  she  obeyed. 

After  a  pause  of  some  moments,  which 
aeemed  ages  to  the  expectant  sufferers,  a 
fixytstep  wais  heard  approaching.  The  eyes 
of  all  were  directed  to  the  door ;  no  one 
dther  moved  or  breathed,  and  don  Paolo 
entered  the  room.  The  baroness  Pandol- . 
fina  was  the  first  object  of  his  attention ; 
the  was  still  kneeling  with  her  children 
round  her ;  her  face  pale  as  if  death  had 
already  seized  its  victim — ^*  We  are  lost!** 
she  exclaimed.  **  The  mercy  of  Heav^i 
akme  can  save  us !" 

^  I  have,  I  trust,  secured  the  safety  of 
yoursd^  signora,  your  children,  and  com- 
pani<ms ;  these  ladies  will  meet  with  a  ge- 
nerous and  gallant  protector  in  the  signor 
Ferrante  Luchese.** 

'*  And  Pandolfina  ?**  asked  the  agitated 

wife* 

OS 
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MBt  of  hin  enmmeSi  He  fled  witii  hiag^ 
aniiitig  inends  a  few  tnonMOoits  bn^  4Mid 
m  I  came  dili  wfty,  I  j^eroeived  tbst.Ui 
ndrevsaries  liare  tiot  foUowed  hittt^  and  he 
may,!  hope, succeed  in  eluding  their  Aabdk 
fie  k  in  ti»  bonds  of  Piovideooe,  «ttd  to 
its  da^MMatiaoa^  whatevier  they  UMy^  4w^ 
'Wt  mttiA  sttbnftt  ottrsditask" 

The  baroftess  bowed  her  head  upoti  the 
hosMn  of  olte  of  her  children,  and  wept  in 


:  The  tountes^  sprung  Upon  the  oeck^ 
dcNd  I\k)1q^  «nd  embraodd  him  ""frith  bouttd- 
latt  jo^^^''  Tdi  us  the  dreadful  |)Srtiei^ 
kM,  PteollD^"  she  said,  and  w»  prooeed- 
mg  t&  pour  ferth  her  terroni,  when  the 
count  commanded  her  to  retire,  «nd  ;iiot 
to  begin  m  eottrse  of  interrogatories  Aor  to 
oecupy  the  attentioei  of  don  Psolo^  wbhsfa 
aiust  be  iuUy  engaged  on  m&pt  irapottnit 
cui^eets  than  iktening  to  her  effnsiooBi* 

''  The  fortress  is  thl^  ki  the  hawib  tsf 
i^uilB  ?"  cbntimted  SaasUiea, 

''  It  is,  or  it  will  be  so  in  a  short  ttoie^'' 
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KplM  den  Paolo.  '^  Luchese  oommands 
tlm.  pttty  who  hare  entered,  and  has  pro- 
mked  me  his  protection  for  the  ladies 
here  assembled.  Our  kinsmen  Geronimo 
and  GSoranni  have  aim  escaped,  and  will, 
I  (Mist,  ivicceed  in  eluding  pursuit  till  the 
pRaent  dangers  have  subsided." 

PeroUo  then  inquired  the  cause  whieh 
had  brought  the  body  of  the  dead  retainer 
into  the  apartment  Sambuca  informed 
him  of  the  dreumstanoe  of  his  unexpected 
j|||trance  and  instant  death;  after  which 
don  Paolo  raised  the  body,  and  removed 
it  into  an  adjacent  chamber. 

Aa  he  was  returning,  he  saw  don  Fer- 
rant^  enter  the  court,  and  instantly  en- 
tveated  his  aid,  as  the  tumult  seemed  ap- 
pfoacliing.  Luchese  joined  him  imme- 
diately, and  de^ed  that  a  white  banner 
might  be  hoisted  on  the  buflding,  to  save 
it  from  the  attacks  of  his  party ;  but  his 
order  was  scarcely  obeyed,  when  the  M'tiU 
lery,  by  command  of  Cahmdrino,  was  open- 
ed njpon  it 

Lndtew  k»t  no  tmit  i»  aeekk^  don 
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Sigismund,  and  in  obtaining  his  orders  to ' 
arrest  the  firing.    Count  Luna  was  just 
entering  the  castle  as  don  Ferrante  met 
>hini,  and  preferred  his  request 

^  We  did  not  war  against  defenodess 
women  and  infants,**  replied  Sigismund: 
^  let  the  bombardment  instantly  cease^ 
and  spare  all  who  make  no  further  resis- 
tance. The  chieftains  of  the  faction  diall 
hereafter  meet  their  punishment." 

**  For  one  amongst  the  number/'  replied 
Ferrante,  ^'  I  stand  pledged  to  secure  his 
safety.  Don  Paolo  PeroUo  is  my  prisoner, 
and  has  been  by  me  received  to  quarter." 

*'  And  who  shall  presume,"  said  Luna, 
**  to  pardon  the  murderer  of  Gilberto? 
Signor  Luchese,  the  prisoners  are  mine. 
The  &tte  of  don  Paolo  is  determined,  and 
he  shall  die,  for  the  vengeance  whidi  the 
fall  of  don  Pietro  demands." 

**  He  shall  not  die,  count  Luna,"  an- 
swered Ludiese  undauntedly.  ^  If  the 
other  diieftains  of  your  party  have  lent 
their  aid  to  accomplish  your  purpose,  as 
vassals  and  retainers,  Luchese  denres  to 
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be  ocmid^red  as  an  ally  and  an  equal;  and 
befin:e  a  sword  shall  be  d;rawn  against  the 
person  of  don  Paolo,  your  arms  must  be 
turned  against  those  to  whom  you  owe 
your  victory.** 

^  This  insolence,  signor  Ferrante,  is  not 
sudi  as  I  shall  submit  to  with  impunity.'* 

^  As  you  think  proper,  count  Luna/* 
replied  Luchese.  *^  I  have  aided  you  with 
no  want  of  spirit,  I  trust,  in  destropng 
one  tyrant  in  Sdacca.  It  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  transfer  the  power,  but  to  extirpate 
it ;  at  the  same  time,  I  wish  not  to  dis- 
turb the  pleasure  of  our  triumph  by  any 
disobedience  or  schisms  in  our  party,  and 
therefore  request,  as  the  reward  of  my 
services,  your  grace  for  don  Paolo.** 

Somewhat  appeased  by  the  apology, 
and  unwilling  to  provoke  a  farther  contest 
with  Luchese,  Sigismund  granted  his  re- 
quest, though  with  reluctance  and  dissatis- 
faction, and  followed  to  the  part  of  the 
castle  where  the  ladies  were  awaiting  the 
termination  of  the  horrors  of  the  siege. 

Att^ded  by  Farante,  Infontaiietta,and 
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Taljavia,  don  Sigisnnmd  dscended  f3ie 
staircase;  the  door  was  thrown  open,  and 
be  halted  at  the  portal,  strack  wilih  the 
Stressing  scene  before  hhn.  Thebaroness 
had  risen  from  her  knees,  andwas  standing 
surrbunded  by  her  diUdreii,  Supported  on 
one  side  by  don  Paolo,  dnd  on  the  otJier 
by  Marguerita,  wh^  had  flown  to  her 
the  instant  she  heard  how  it  had  ftllen 
with  the  fortunes  bf  PeroBo. 

Costanza  still  persisted  in  remdning  at 
ber  station,  and  v&  her  young  fiiend  deem- 
ed ber  safety  to  be  secure  beyond  a  doubt, 
from  her  connexion  with  don  8figismund, 
sbe  hastened  to  i^are  the  fate  of  her  be- 
loved protectress. 

The  majestic  figure  of  the  baroness  Pan- 
dblfina  seemed  to  have  acquired  new  dig- 
nity from  hef  misfortunes;  dhe  stood 
amidst  the  rums  of  her  house,  as  if  supe- 
nor  to  fate,  and  commanding  tbe  homage 
of  her  conquerors.  The  paleness  of  her 
countenance,  and  the  sadness  of  her  brow, 
alone  pointed  her  out  as  a  sharer  in  the 
soeiies  around  hfer.    VLef  ebSdren  clung 


\ 


tveooUiiig  ^bottther,  uad  the  floor,  upon 
ti|ti9 aiy proach  of  Sig]smiin4»  was. strewed 
pith.|»o6trate  ^Bale%  whose  fate  appeared 
toJbatiig  upon  Im  lip&  But  it  was  the|ia* 
tient  y0t  dignified  sorrow  of  the  baroness 
which  awed  and  overcame  every  feeing 
^^itdrky  to  those  about  her;  and  tis  Si- 
gtsnuiad  gued  in  respectful  admiiatiqiv 
be  felt  a  tecir  of  i^mpathy  bedew  his  cheeky 
and  confess  the  conquest  she  had  .gained. 
He  advaxkcedi  with  a  salutation  as  submis- 
sive w  jtke  let  penal  person  would  have,  jer 
qvdredf  and  lamented  the  circumstancei^  ]bQ^ 
wUdi  she  was .  sunpounded— ^'  May  Hp- 
veiv'i'be  s£ud;  **  purdon  him  who  has  bei^p 
tfa^  «i^ftise  of  all  this  ruin  i  but  for  yourself, 
mfflQ^  and. tbe  ladies  by  whom  y^u  ase 
utib^ndfd^oHiimand  my  services,  and  tfiose 
of  4iitt  «p\y  £ri^id&'^      .  V  , 

The  baroness  returned  ber  thanks  £or 

■  * 

tbMft  (^pressiow  <Mf  o^urtesy^^  and  bfgged 

■ 

ipenwsflian  to  withdraw  £wa  the  seme  of 
btrCKh  and  t^  tl^e  Kmamt  fof  the  ibllow^ 
^m^^PcmUomightbetpartd^        .     ^..^ 
.Y^iHr  *6aK)dVkQa%''4WSi«ei!^  th»4{pu^ 
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'*  is  at  liberty  to  repair  to  any  asylum  you 
may  choose,  and  I  have  ahready  given 
orders  that  when  reristance  eeases^  my 
soldiers  should  no  longer  pursue  their  ene- 
mies. Whither  would  you  wish  to  be 
conducted  ?** 

*'  My  kinsman,  don  Paolo,  will  have 
the  goodness  to  escort  me  to  the  ccmvent  of 
Santa  Martha,  with  such  ladies  as  may 
wish  to  follow  me.* 

^  The  gentlemen  whom  the  fortune  of 
war  has  made  our  captives,  I  had  not'  in- 
tended to  include  in  this  capitulation ;  but 
for  don  Paolo,  he  is  the  prisoner  of  Lu- 
chese,  and  to  him  I  have  resigned  him."* 

**  Here,  signor,**  interrupted  Taljravia, 
^^^is  a  wounded  kinsman  of  mine,  for  whom 
I  must  prefer  a  similar  petition  to  that 
which  has  been  offered^  by  don  Fernmte— 
tiie  count  Sambuca." 

"  I  bear  no. enmity  to  the  race  of  Taly- 
avia,**  answered  Sigiismund.  '*  The  count 
has  chosen  his  party,  and  met  with  all  the 
punishment  I  can  wish :  I  will  not  increase 
the  sufferings  of  his  wounds  and  defeat** 
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During  this  time  Sigismund  had  looked 
anxioudy  round  him  for  the  persons  of 
Costanza  .  di  Solanto  and  her  mother — 
'^  AU  the  ladies  in  the  castle  are  not  as- 
semUed  here,  I  think,"  he  said,  turning 
to  the  baroness  Pandolfina. 

**  The  lady  Costanza,"  she  replied,  "  re- 
mains with  the  body  of  her  mother  in  an 
adjoming  chamber.  You  wiU  allow  her, 
signor,  to  accompany  the  corpse  of  her 
departed  ^parent  to  Santa  Martha  also.** 

Luna  started. at  the  information,  and 
.  heard  not  the  petition — **  Let  me  be  con^ 
ducted  to  her  presence/' 

The  baroness  was  about  to  lead  the  way, 
when  Luna  hesitated — **  Excuse  me,  sig- 
nora,'*  he  said,  **  if  I  request  some  other 
escort.  I  will  myself  conduct  the  signora 
di  Solanto  to  a  place  of  security." 

*'  You  will  not,  I  hope,  distress  the 
lady  Costanza,  by  opposing  her  wishes  at 
the  present  moment,  signor,  and  the  treat- 
ment I  have  received  at  your  hands,  makes 
me  hope  she  is  also  free  to  choose  an  asy- 
lum." 
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^  The  future  bride  of  j^gisdauiid  di  Lu- 
na can  have  no  asylum  so  proper  «8  Urn 
^ftstie  of  her  affianced  hu^and.  JSxeose 
me,  lady,  upon  this  head ;  my  resolutions 
are  dedsive." 

**  Allow  me,"  said  Marguerita^  ^  to  eom- 
duct  the  ccAmt*' 

The  baroness  saw  that  oppositaoa  was 
Aruidess,  aud  yielded  to  necessity. 

The  courts  were  now  filled  with  ^ 
victorious  ^diery,  and  all  the  Bxathoaty 
of  their  officers  was  necessary  to  keqp 
them  from  penetrating  to  the  apartmefits 
of  the  ladies. 

^*  The  sootier  you  retire  tl^  bettar,'*  said 
dkm  Faolo^  addressing  the  baroness^  *'  or  tve 
«M^  find  it  difficult  to  defend  you  fixim  the 
lawle^  rioters." 

**  I  wait  duly  the  return  of  Margiieiits»'* 
aUsweied  the  baroness^  faindy. 

'<  Commit  the  signora  to  my  care,  iwh 
dame,"  said  Luchese,  *^  and  I  will  see  her 
in  safety  to  Santa  Martha." 

^*  Sbe  wiU  be  here  immediately^  I  doubt 
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.not,  md  I  qauQot  leaye  her,  or  allow,  her 
to  ^  «qparate4  frpc(i  iTie,'* 

Don  Sigismund  followed  liis  conduc- 
•tYjifss  in  silence ;  his  bo$om  was  agitated  by 
the  most  conflicting,  passions.  His  love 
fcr  Costanzft  was.  if  possible,  more  iajpe- 
tuouS}  for  the  restntints  winch  it  bad.^et 
with,  and  he  was  now .,  rfesoLyed,  at  all 
ey^nts,  to  make  her  his  wife ;  yet  he 
jiaftBded  the  ^irit  he  should  have  to  eur 
(eounteTs  and  the  just  reproaches  which  he 
hfd  prepared  himself  to  receive.  But  the 
4Mth  of  the  Iwouess  was  an  event  upon 
.which  he  had  not,  calculated,  and  it  xefir 
4ered  his  task  greatly  more  difiScult  Her 
j;Uitle  and  comply  ing  disposition^  thecop- 
4Hd«ratioa  shq  had  always  shewn)  him,  ^ 
interest  she  had  takeafi  in  the  umon»  a^d 
ti^  &v<MMraU0  manner  in  which  she  hfid 
ioterceded  in  hiS)  hehalf/  had  ta^ht  him 
to  consider  her  as  ^ne  of  his  best  aUies. 
Now  he  felt  aware  that  he  shpuld,bave  to 
eDDftend  with  lAie  spiiit  of  Costanaat  uain- 
fliiaioed  by  fiUal  tenderness  and  suhoiis- 
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sion.  He  haci  expected  ta  find  the  ba- 
roness terrified  and  weak,  incapable  of  r^ 
sistance,  or  of  even  wishing  to  countefact 
his  plans;  but  how  far  the  sorrows  of  her 
orphan  child  might  reduce  her,  it  was  im- 
possible to  tell,  and  this  doubt  and  uncer- 
tainty made  him  look  forward  to  the  in- 
terview with  no  little  uneasiness. 

Marguerita  preceded  him  into  the  room, 
and  announced  the  unwelcome  visitor. 
Costanza  was  kneeling  beside  the  coudi 
upon  which  reposed  the  remains  of  her 
dead  parent,  and  the  confessor  had  been 
praying  with  her.  She  rose  at  the  entrance 
of  the  count,  and  instinctively  seized  the 
cold  hand  of  her  mother.  Her  face  was  pal^ 
and  she  looked  thin  and  in  ill  health  fitmi 
her  long  confinement,  and  the  sorrow  she 
had  experienced ;  but  as  the  name  <^  her 
persecutor  was  announced,  a  slight  suffu- 
sion overspread  her  cheek,  and  her  eyes 
sparkled  with  indignant  animation. 

Sigismund  thought  she  had  never  look- 
ed so  lovely,  but  unable  to  stand  her  gaasc; 
his  eyes  were  instantly  withdrawn,  and 
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fell  on  the  lifeless  body  of  the  baroness  So- 
lanta  There  his  conscience  again  re- 
proached him  for  the  misfortunes  to  which 
he  had  been  accessary,  and  he  stood  silent 
after  Margiierita  had  announced  him. 

**  Has  the  destroyer  of  the  parents,"  ask- 
ed Costanza,  "  come  to  witness  how  well 
his  work  has  been  achieved,  and  to  com- 
plete the  downfall  of  Solanto's  house  by 
the  murder  of  his  orphan  child  ?" 

*'  It  is  my  misfortune .  still  to  be  misin- 
terpreted," replied  Sigismund :  "  my  griel^ 
lady  Costanza,  is  only  equalled  by  your 
own,  I  am  come  to  offer  every  consola- 
tion in  my  power." 

**  Death,  signor,  is  the  only  consolation 
I  expect  from  your  hands;  the  only  one 
which  would  be  welcome  now." 

**  I  have  been  compelled,  signora,  to 
vindicate  a  long-continued  train  of  insults 
by  the  sword ;  but  it  is  only  against  my 
enemies  it  has  been  drawn." 

"  If  every  insult  were  to  be  thus  aven-^ 
ged,  count  Luna  would  pay  dearly  for 
this  intrusicHL    Retire,   signor;  I  have 
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strffered  sufficiently  frofti  you.  You  wouli' 
not  wish  to  follow  up  your  persecatlon 
beyond  the  grave.'* 

"  I  am  come  to  protect  and  conduek 
you  hence,  srgnora." 

**  Yoiir  protection,  count  Luna,  is  the 
last  which  I  either  wish  or  ought  to  ac- 
cept, and  it  is  not  my  intention  to  quit 
the  remains  of  my  last  parent.** 

She  threw  herself  on  the  couch  beside 
her  mother,  and  regardless  of  the  presence 
of  Luna,  yielded  herself  up  to  the  agony 
of  grief,  and  uttered  the  most  passionate 
expressions  of  affection  and  despair. 

Sigismund  could  scarcely  support  him- 
self  at  beholding  her  affliction,  and  he  said, 
in  a  subdued  and  altered  tone — "  Dearest 
Costanza!  this  mansion  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  my  victorious  troops,  and  no 
longer  a  proper  abode  for  you,  or  a  secure 
rfeceptacle  for  this  lost  object  of  your  affee- 
tion ;  permit  me  to  order  it  to  be  convey- 
ed with  every  mark  of  respect,  to  Luna 
Castle,,  and  vouchsafe  to  accompany  il 
yourself,  when  my  mother  will  endeavour 
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to  repldce  the  loss  you  have  sustained,  and- 
I  will  strive—'' 

Here  Costanza  interrupted  him  by  an 
hysteric  aob,  and  she  said — '^  Be  content 
with  the  ruin  you  have  heaped  upon  me; 
hat  do  net.  insult  my  misery  by  mention* 
ing  the  countess  Caltabellotta  as  a  substi- 
tute for  my  gentle  and  angelic  mother.'' 

^  Moderate  this  excess  of  passion,  my 
diild,"  said  the  confesses ;  '^  the  professions  • 
of  €Ount  Luna  promise  every  consideration 
to  yoiiT  feelings." 

^  The  professions,  padre,  of  count  Lu- 
na, brought  his  father's  friend,  the  ill-fated 
baron  di  Solanto,  to  this  devoted  city. 
The  professions  of  count  Luna  induced 
Solanto  to  listen  to  his  offers,  and  to  pro^ 
pose  an  alliance  with  his  daughter;  the 
j^rofessioBS  of  this  same  count  Luna  pro* 
mitoed  )to  myself  love,  confidence,  devod(»i» 
and  respect.  Mark  how  these  precessions 
wn^  fiolfiiied :  on  our  first  arrival  at  his 
cairile,  this  d^arted  saint  was  suligected 
U^kk&  misiilts  of  ills  unfeeling  mother.; 
my  father  nearly  consigned  to  slavery  by 


144  .  THE  FEUDS  OF 

the  violehoe  of  Sigismund  himseU;  nnoe 
which  he  has  torn  one  parent  from  me  by 
secret  machinations,  and  hurried  another 
to  an  untimely  grave  by  open  outrage;  and 
would  you  have  me  trust  the  faith  of  this 
most  faithless  one,  who  has  violated  every 
tie  of  honour,  of  humanity,  of  justice,  of 
religion  ?" 

**  Hush !  hush !  dearest  Costanza  !**.  ex- 
claimed Marguerita,  terrified  at  her  vehe- 
mence, and  the  efiect  it  produced  upon 
the  agitated  form  of  Luna,  who  tremUed 
fix>m  the  excess  of  his  emotion — **  Dear 
Costanza,"  continued  her  friend,  ^^  our 
protectors  are  no  longer  able  to  afford  tl^ 
aid ;  we  must  submit  to  the  mercy  of 
count  Luna.  He  has  been  generous  in 
his  conduct  to  the  baroness  Pandolfins; 
he  will  not  be  less  so  to  you,  and  indeed 
the  castle  is  no  longer  an  asylum  fyr  the 
living  or  the  dead." 

. "  And  are  you  too  deceived  by  the  pro- 
mises of  count  Luna  ?  Would  you,  Mar- 
guerita, consign  me  to  the  care  of  him  whs 
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has  made  me  an  orphan,  and  destroyed 
those  who  would  have  sheltered  my  de- 
fenceless state  ?" 

**  Lady,  you  must  be  removed  from 
hence.  Your  friends  are  detained  by  your 
Fesistance,  and  exposed  to  dangers  which 
I  cannot  avert,"  said  Sigismund. 

The  count  summoned  Geronimo  Calan- 
dfiiio  from  the  court  below,  and  spoke  a 
few  words  to  him  at  the  doorway,  as  the 
baroness  approached  to  seek  the  cause  of 
Mai^erita*s  delay. 

**  I  am  sorry,"  observed  Luna,  "  that 
the  lady  Costanza  pemsts  in  opposing  our 
desire  to  remove  her;  slie  must  be  com-  . 
pelled  to  submission." 

The  baroness  exhorted  Costanza  not  to 
give  way  to  her  feelings,  ;and  by  a  fruit- 
less opposition  to  what  was  unavoidable, 
expose  herself  to  unpleasant  consequences. 

"  What  is  the  mighty  will  and  pleasure  • 
of  this  conqueror,  which  I  am  called  ori 
to  obey?" 
.  "  Count  Luna  wishes  to  remove  you, 

VOL.  IV.  H . 
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my  child,  to  a  place  of  safety,  and  to  can* 
vey  the  remains  of  the  baroness  from  thift 
scene  of  desolation.*' 

"  I  will  attend  you^  my  kind  firien4 
wherever  you  think  proper,  as  soon  as  the 
necessary  preparations  can  be  made  to  ooq- 
vey  this  departed  treasure  with  us.** 

"  The  time,  signora,  will  allow  of  but 
little  preparation,  and  I  must  request  you 
to  make  Luna  Castle  your  abode  at  pie- 
sent." 

"  Your  power,  count  Luna^**  answered 
Costanza,  *^  I  cannot  resist ;  but  fc^rce  alone 
shall  compel  me  to  become  your  piisoner.* 

The  baroness  felt  nearly  unable  to 
support  herself,  but  made  a  violent  exer- 
tion over  her  own  feelings  to  calm  those 
around  her — "  My  child,"  she  said, "count 
Luna  will  be  generous,  I  trust,  in  ecm- 
cjuest — compose  yourself;"  then  turning 
to  the  count,  she  said — "  Don  Sigismund, 
the  baroness  Pandoliing  supplicates  for 
Costanza  di  Solanto ;  your  triumj^  over 
the  one  must  be  complete,  and  if  you  f^ 
for  the  other  as  you  profess,  you  eannot 
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lefuse  lier  revest  Undef  the  dreadful 
Gift^lltiistalices  that  I  am,  where  Cffti  I 
take  ber  that  b  beyond  your  imfluence? 
We  ask  but  for  the  privacy  and  pffOtection 
of  a  cdnvcnt.  Surdy  this  is  not  a  time 
to  oatrage  the  feelings  of  this  poor  or-' 
phan^  by  resistance  to  so  natural  ft  ymh^ 
Can  yois  tear  a  child  from  ber  last  sad 
dtttiet  to  ber  mother^  remains  ?  Sa£^ 
h€Kr  to  go  with  me  to  Santa  Martha ;  yo» 
itury  tak«  any  measures  you  dioose  to^  pre*' 
TCfnt  hev  departure  &om  theiiice.  At  aivy 
etb€Br  time  th^  this,  she  will  be  more  Wb 
to  hear  you  ;  and  considering  all  qihilMtiH 
atane^  you  cannot  wonder  at  the  itrtta- 
tion^  of  ber  mind  at  present.  Lei:  her  d^ 
part" 

Luna  bad  listened  with  impatifertee  to* 
ike  baroness,  and  lie  inteirupted  hat  by 
saying-*- '^  The  wife  of  Giacomo  Pdrdla' 
msy  thank  her  husband'^  presirmptCKMi9^ 
fi)lij  for  these  ^  present  circumBtanc^;.^ 
bat  to  her  my  word  is  given^-^^e  mtf 
depart.    From.  you,,  signora  Costanaav  I 
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had  expected  different  conduct ;  y<m 
might  have  learned  ere  now  that  Sigis^ 
mund  di  Luna  is  not  to  be  braved  with 
impunity ;  your  present  anxiety  to  remain 
with  my  enemies  shews  me,  more  forcibly 
than  ever,  the  necessity  of  removing  you 
from  such  influence.  No  power  on  earth 
shall  induce  me  to  let  you  stay  another 
hour  out  of  my  own  walls.  Here  is  my 
particular  fnend  the  baron  Adriano;  he 
will  do  me  the  favour  to  be  your  escort, 
since  I  cannot  at  present  quit  this  place ; 
these  precious  remains  shall  follow  you  in- 
stantly/' 

"  1  have  not  to  be  taught,"  replied  Cos- 
taiiza,  "  the  unfeeling  tyranny  of  count 
Luna;  or  if  I  had,  his  present  conduct 
would  have  been  sufficient.  He  may, 
however,  yet  have  to  learn,  that  even  a 
female  may  defy  his  threats,  resist  his  vio- 
lence, and  triumph  over  his  oppression; 
and  when  again  he  numbers  over  his  ene« 
mies^  Costanza  di  Solanto  begs  to  rank  first 
upon  the  list.  To  those  who  succoured 
^^md  protected  her,  as  long  as  courage  could 
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ttrive  against  overpowering  numbers,  her 
love  and  gratitude  will  be  as  indelible  as 
her  hatred  to  the  detested  and  disgraced 
name  of  Luna«" 

She  fell  upon  her  knees  as  Adriano  en-> 
tered  the  room,  and  embracing  the  body 
of  her  mother,  wept  for  a  few  momenta 
in  silence.  Then  raising  her  head,  she 
continued — "  Farewell,  dear  relics  of  my 
mother !  Heaven  has  in  mercy  taken  you 
fiom  this  scene  of  trial  and  affliction : 
may  that  mercy  still  be  continued  to  your 
orphan,  and  the  justice  of  the  Omnipotent 
be  reserved  for  your  destroyers !" 

She  threw  herself  upon  the  neck  of  the 
baroness  Pandolfina,  tenderly  embraced 
Marguerita,  and  advancing  to  Luna,  said 
— "  Your  captive,  signor,  waits  to  be 
conducted  to  her  prison." 

Luna  repressed  his  anger,  and  turning 
to  Adriano,  said — **  Let  every  respect  and 
honour  be  shewn  to  the  lady  Costanza, 
and  immediate  preparation  made  to  re- 
move the  baroness  Solanto^  with  all  th^ 
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ceremonials  of  rank  whidi  &e  time  will 
pcrmiL'' 

A4riano  offered  to  conduct  her  from  the 
apartment ;  but  she  rejected  his  assigtanoet 
and  wrapping  her  veil  around  her,  follow- 
ed him  to  the  court  below,  where  a  littw 
was  in  waiting,  in  which  she  was  imme# 
diately  placed,  and  conveyed  to  Luna 
Castle.  With  a  respectful  salutation  to 
the  baronesfb  Sigismund  followed  the  ng« 
nora  di  Solanto  to  the  court.  The  fbnnar 
gave  one  melancholy  ferewell  to  her  da* 
parted  friend,  and  yielded  to  the  r^ptatod 
exhortations  of  don  Paolo  and  Luohese  to 
retire  to  the  convent.  Don  Ferrante  sta- 
tioned  a  guard  at  the  door  of  the  apart*t 
ment,  to  prevent  any  intrusign  until  the 
body  was  removed. 

Driven  from  her  ruined  home,  her  hus* 
band  a  fugitive,  perhaps  a  captive  in  tiie 
hands  of  his  remorseless  enemies,  or  even 
a  victim  tQ  their  sanguinary  rage,  the 
unfortunate  wife  of  Perollo  still  lingered 
with  an  aching  heart,    and  unwillingly 
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abandoncid  the  abode  of  many  years  <£ 
happing  and  peace.  ^ 

Talyavia  had  waited  to  l^nd  bis  jud  in 
eseoiiiiig  the  ladies  throu^  tji^  dmgjf^v9 
to  wht<^  they  w^re  exposed* 

Don  Paolo,  to  whom  every  avenue  an^ 
passage  in  the  castle  w^s  well  known,,  cojri:* 
ducted  the  sorrowing  p^rty  tbrpugh  the 
intericMr  i^rtments  c^  the  eastern  win^ 
towards  the  gate  whieh  opened  fiHjni  thence 
into  the  valley  DegU  Giuinaxi»  in  .order 
4)0  avoid  the  dreadful  scenes  of  Myoo  and 
desolation  exhibited  throughout  tibe  courti, 
and  also  as  the  nearest  way  to  the  convei)!^ 
which  was  situated  without  the  Porta 
J)e^  Bagni«  Talyavia  preceded  them  a 
littk^  to  remove  any  obstacle  which  might 
impede  their  progress,  or  give  an. unne- 
cessary shock  to  the  feelings  of  the  baro- 
ness, and  they  quitted  the  castle  without 
impediment 

Don  Paolo  had  watched  with  anxious 
"care  every  thing  which  passed  around,  to 
ascertain^  if  possible,  the  fate  of  his  friend 
and  chieftain ;  and  as  no  tidings  of  his 
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death  or  capture  had  yet  reached  bun,  ^e 
hoped  he  had  succeeded  in  making  hss 
(escape,  and  at  every  opportunity,,  when 
unobserved,  he  endeavoured  to  cheer  the 
baroness  wi^  the  hope  of  his  erentud 
safety. 

At  the  convent  they  were  received  with 
every  kindness  which  compassion  and  re- 
spect could  devise,  and  the  security  of  her 
children  being  effected,  the  anxiety  of  the 
mother  gave  way  to  the  ,  affection  of  the 
wife,  and  every  thought  was  centered  in 
her  intense  impatience  to  leam  the  fitte  of 
'  Fandolfina. 

On  returning  to  tl>e  court,  count  Lnna 
had  instantly  demanded  to  whom  the  re- 
w^ards  he  had  promised  for  the  apprehen- 
sion of  PeroUo  were  due ;  but  no  one 
could  give  him  intelligence  of  the  death 
or  capture  of  the  baron.  Since  he  had 
fired  from  the  northern  turret  upon  the 
first  assailants  who  had  entered  the  court, 
no  one  had  seen  or  heard  of  him. 

The  rage  of  Luna,  which  had  been  in 
no  small  degree  excited  by  the  conduct  of 
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Cbstanza,  but  which  had  been  resti^ined 
while  she  was  present,  from  the  feaF  of  in^ 
ereafiJdg  her  dislike,  now  burst  forth  with 
xedottUed  violence.  He  stamped  upofi 
the  ground,  raved  at  his  ill  fortune,  abused 
liis  fidends  as  slack  in  their  exertions  in 
his  cause,  and  protested  that  nothing  yet 
had  been  done,  if  his  detested  enemy  had 
escaped  frons  his  revenge.-.—**  We  have 
battered  down  his  walls,  and  driven  out 
bk  wife  and  children,  but  the  pusillani-i^ 
mous  compassion  of  some  has  saved  the 
secondary  objects  of  my  hatred,  and  Gia- 
oomo  Ferolla  still  lives  to  restore  his  fallen 
fortunes,  and  crush  the  house  of  Luna  d 
Peralta  by  his  reviving  power.  Your 
avarice,''  he  cried  to  Calandrino,  who  was 
loaded  with  spoil,  **  and  the  disgraceful 
cupidity  of  others  like  yourself,  have  been 
employed  in  seizing  the  riches  of  the  foe, 
whilst  he  himself  has  escaped  our  hands^ 
and  laughed  at  our  lost  labours." 

^  Mateo  Benfari  was  brought  before  him^ 
in  bonds,  when  his  savage  commands  wece^ 


tQ  inutiUitD  the  wvetdied  captive  and  cBs» 
Xf^  1^19.  He  fdl  at  thf  feetafbttilsk 
bumaA  conqueror,  but  pleaded  ip  naiii, 
afi4  the  harfaaroua  sentenee  was  eixeouted 

iapon  tt)e  apQt 

WhUii  Si^aoaund  waa  thua  la^^  at 
M4  P^r^f  and  gratilying  hia  hloiad.thiraty 
)iatr<^  upon  hi«  enemies^  the  galea  of  the 
castle  had  all  heea  kvelkd  with  ^  the 
f^nnd*  aoiM^  of  the  buildings  were  in 
$»m^s»  and  tht  yrhfiks  a  aeene  ofnihi  and 
deaola^etn. 

UpiQU  4eaeeiidi^g  wi&  CaruaieHo  £Nmi 
the  window,  don  Giaeoma  had  taken  bis 
goynr^  99  f%r  as  posaible  iWon  the  principal 
streets,  a,nd  encountered  with  LucaParisi 
f^ye  ^  th^  inferiw  magistoates  of  the  city, 
to  ^hom  he  had  al^ray^  been  a  firm 
{W)d  u^ftil  friend.  Parisi  bdiie)d  with 
jPi^nc^Qly  regret  the  altered  state  of  the 
fugitive  duef ;  haggard,  and  worn  with 
toil  and  anxiety,  the  jay  and  ebeei^ulness 
^^i^lMich  had  b^n  wont  to  spaidde  in  the 
ey^  pf  PeTolIa  i&F^re  fled ;  hut  a  jfivm  and 
heroic  resolution  had  given  an  air  of  dig- 
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nity  and  grandeur  to  his  countenance, 
which  shewed  him  still  unsubdued  in 
mind,  though  in  a  state  almost  to  excuse 
despair.  The  emotion  of  Parlsi  for  an  in- 
stant  impeded  his  utterance.  At  length 
fae  said-~**  Signer,  accept  such  services  as 
respect  and  gratitude  can  offer.  Commit 
yourself  to  me^  and  if  we  reach  my  house 
unseeHy  your  safety  may,  I  trusty  be  se- 
cured." 

•*  Thanks  to  you,  my  friend,**  answered 
Pandolfina ;  **  but  I  would  not  willingly 
Invidve  you  in  my  disasters." 

•*  I  shall  gladly  encounter  any  danger 
fm  so  kind  a  benefactor^  so  respected  a 
friend,*'  replied  Parisi. 

^  Lead  on  then,"  said  don  Giacomo ;. 
^  our  only  hopes  depend  on  expedition  and 
aeoreey ;  whilst  my  enemies  are  employed 
in  plundering  and  destroying,  we  may 
perhaps  reach  some  asylum  unobserved^" 
•  The  streets  had  during  the  late  disturb^ 
«nce»  been  deserted  by  all  peaceful  citi^^ 
zens^  who  dreaded  the  lawless  violence  of 
the  pardaans  ci  lama  i  and  the  insurgents 
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were  now  completely  oecupied  in  tbe  spoi 
and  plunder  of  the  castle.  The  fugitives 
succeeded  in  passin]^  some  way  unol>- 
served,  and  were  nearly  arrived  at  the 
Porta  di  St.  Ermo,  where  the  residence  of 
Farisi  was  situated,  when  they  met  at  an 
angle  of  the  street  Antonello  dt  Palermo^ 
who  had  once  been  a  retainer  of  the  count 
Sambuca,  and  dismissed  from  his  ser- 
vice. 

**  The  holy  saints  be  for  ever  blessed^ 
who  have  preserved  your  exceUenza  from 
your  enemies  I"  he  exclaimed. 

Don  Giacomo  thrust  his  hand  inta  his 
purse,  and  giving  the  man  a  handful  of 
gold  crowns,  promised  him  that  hisr  se- 
crecy and  good  wishes  should  hereafter  be 
remembered  and  rewarded.  He  was  pro- 
fuse in  his  thanks  and  professions,  which, 
however,  time  would  not  suffer  Perollo 
to  listen  to ;  and  he  hastened  to  the  abode 
•  of  his  guide  and  protector,  wliere  they  ar- 
rived witliout  meeting  with  any  one  be- 
side. 

The  family  of  Farisi  was  small,  and 
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ccmsisted  only  of  himself,  his  wife,  and 
one  servant,  who  fortunately  waar  now 
from  home,  Madame  Paris}  cheerfully 
undertook  to  run.  all  hazards  in  protecting 
their  illustrious  guest,  and  observing  the 
fatigue  and  faintness  which  both  he  and 
his  attendant  appeared  to  suffer,  instantly 
fetched  some  wine  for  their  relief,  which 
considerably  revived  them,  as  they  had 
both  suffered  severely  from  thirst,  caused 
by  their  violent  exertion  and  labour. 
Their  kind  host  instantly  prepared  for 
their  concealment,  placing  them  in  an  nr- 
tenor  apartment,  frequented  only  by  his 
wife  and  himself;:  and  here  PeroUo  request^ 
ed  to  be  lefl  with  CaruselfO",  in  order  to 
compose  himself  recover  his  strength^  and 
deliberate  on  the  steps  it  was  necessary  "to. 
pursue  to  provide  for  his  future  safety. 

The  promises  made  by  Antonello  i3fi 
Palermo  were  of  no  avail  to  secure  hid 
faith.  He  watched  Perotto  to  his  retreat,, 
unobserved  either  by  him  arParisi,  and 
bad  no  sooner  seen  him  enter  the  house^ 
than  lie  hastened  wdli  all  possible  speed 
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to  the  castlcu  where  count  Luna  was  still 
raging  at  his  followers  for  suiTering  his^ 
uch  enemy  to  escape,  and  promising  re- 
wards of  unbounded  value  to  any  one  who 
would  still  secure  him;  in  consequence 
of  which,  many  c^  his  partisans  had  I^ 
the  plunder  of  the  castle,  and  dispersed 
tiiemselves  in  various  directions,  hoping  to 
intercept  the  flight  of  its  lord,  when  the 
treacherous  spy  a|^roached» — *•  Count 
Lupa,^  he  said,  **  I  claim  the  fulfilment 
of  your  promises,  and  will  shew  you  the 
hare  upon  her  form/- 

•*  My  gallant  fellow,*'  exclaimed  Luna,, 
exultin^y,  "  put  Perollo  into  my  hands,. 
and  more  than  I  have  promised  shall  be 
yours»  Loria^^  he  continued,  turning  to 
£raamo^  "  select  an  hundred  of  our  fol* 
lowers;  attend  this  guide  to  the  hiding* 
place  of  Giacomo^  and  bring  him  instantly 
before  nxeJ  * 

X^oria  eolLacted  the  men  with  seme  dif« 
ficoltj,  and  proceeded  with  iVntoneUo  to* 
wwedn  th^  gate  of  3t.  Ermo.  The  house 
v£  Vm/A  wa&  surrounded  by  .guai:ds,'and 
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tlie  ofiers  of  Loria  giv^  to  fbree  the 
doors,  whidi  instantly  was  done. 

THie  noise  roiisej  Fsmdolfina  from  hh 
restitig*{4aco.  He  sterted  up,  and  exQlaim* 
ed  to  Carus^o  th^t  they  were  discovered* 
mmr^  Mjr  faitkfql  friend,^  he  said,  ^  }roiur 
servkea  ean  be  of  no  further  use;  I  will 
neither  involve  you  nor  my  friendly  host 
i|^  my  misfbrtunea;  and  it  is  my  po^tivt 
Qpmmand  that  yoa  remaih  where  yoii 
are;* 

Andrea  fbll  at  his  lee^  Mid  ecnl»adng 
bis  knees,  eonj»red  to  be  allowed  to  foU 
low  him.  Parisi  came  in  teifified  at  the 
dwager  d*  his  guest. 

^  Th^f  numberSj^"^  he  said,  ^*  axe  overw 
powering,  signer,  but  I  am  wSling  to  die 
in  ;c4ip  de^ce.^ 

^  Resistance,''  said  Psvolloy  ^  i^.  useless; 
ym  liave  dwie  «dl  ki  youi  p«i«r.  Ptoisi ; 
and  iasther  I  cannot  allow  you  to  expimi 
yonnsdfi  i  will  suirendev  td  the  office* 
who  eommands^  the-  tvoop.*^ 

Andrea,  in  an' agony  of  grie^  inaptoEe^ 
his  master  to  isSkiA  hlmsdl^  and 
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him  to  perish  m  his  service;  but  die  raKi^ 
lution  of  the  bwron  Kw  inflexible.  > 

*'  When  they  have  possessed  themsdves' 
of  my  person,  they  will  seek  no  further, 
and  my  friends  may  hope  to  escape.  An- 
dreat  the  baroness  and  my  children  will 
itill  require  your  life.  Preserve  yourself 
finr  them*  Commend  me  to  my  wife,  to 
Federico,  and  my  other  children.  My 
thanks  and  blessing  be  upon  all  my 
£nendsr 

The  old  man  still  dung  about  him,  and 
the  tears  of  Parisi  and  his  wife  bore  wit- 
ness to  their  sorrow. 

FeroUo,  with  a  countenance  unmoved 
even  in  this  extremity  of  his  misfortunes^ 
again  bade  them  fireweU,  committed 
Carusello  to  their  care,  and  advancing  to 
the  door,,  met  Loria,  who  was  entering. 
Ferollo  resigned  his  sword.— >'^  I  am 
happy,''  he  said,  ^  in  meeting  a  oavaliec 
like  don  Erasmo  Loria  to  surrender  to ; 
and  request  he  will  conduct  me  to  thcp 
presence  of  count  Luna.** 
.  Don  Erasmo  received  the  submission  of 
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jhis  c&ptive  with  respect  and  compassion^ 
and  begged  that  he  would  command  his 
services  and  friendly  exertions ;  taking  his 
prisoner  by  the  hand,  he  then  conducted 
him  out,  and  surrounding  him  by  the 
guard,  proceeded  towards  I^na  Castle. 

At  the  instant  they  were  dq)arting,  a 
cry  of  wild  despair  was  heard,  and  Andrea 
rushed  out  in  search  of  his  master.  He  saw 
bim  surrounded  by  his  enemies,  and  with* 
out  a  piDspect  of  escape;  then  gazed  for 
an  inistant  on  those  about  hiip,  and  pep> 
eeiving  the  exulting  looks  of  Antcmello^ 
the  fatal  truth  burst  upon  bis  mind,  that 
in  bim  be  saw  the  betrays  of  his  lord. 
With  the  speed  of  youtii,  and  an  energy 
given  by  despair,  he  ran  furiously  upon 
the  traitor,  and  with  one  blow  dispatched 
bim.  The  soldiers  of  Loria  were  about 
to  revenge  his  fall  by  the  instantaneous 
sacrifice  of  Carusello. 

"  Saveliim  !**  cried  Perollo;  **  it  is  my  old 
and  &ithful  friend  distracted  by  our  loss  I 
save  him,  don  Erasmo,  I  beseech  you.*^ 

^*  His  blow  was  wdl  and  justly  aimed^'^ 
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said  liOiia;  ^  I  will  do  my  best  to  pii^ 
serte  him.  Secure  his  person,''  he  oon^ 
tinued  to  the  soldters,  ^*  and  convey  him 
to  my  quarters.'* 

FeroUo  took  from  his  neck  it  chain  of 
great  value,  and  ^itreated  don  Erasmo  to 
receive  it  as  a  pledge  of  gratitude  for  hi» 
kindness. 

In  thdr  way  to  the  Castel  di  Luni^ 
they  were  met  by  Giovanni  la  Liparia^  a 
Trapaneae  of  low  birth,  who  having  been 
detected  by  FeroUo  in  several  disgracefiil 
and  illegid  proceedings  in  an  office  which 
he  held  from  the  viceroy,  had  been  dia> 
missed  fh>m  his  situation,  and  consequently 
became  one  of  his  most  inveterate  ene- 
mies. 

When,  he  saw  the  captive  chief  sup- 
rounded  by  his  guards,  he  shouted  with 
insulting  delight,  and  forcing  himself  to- 
wards FeroUo^  requested  to  speak  to  d<Hi 
Erasmo.  Loria  commanded  hiiA  to  defer 
his  communication,  but  he  persisted  in 
making  his  way  through  the  soldiers,  who 
knowing  him  to  be  of  their  party,,  per- 
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mitted  him  to  pass.    Loria  demanded  his 
puTpofie. 

**  To  hare  a  nearer  view,"  he  exclaimed^ 
^'  of  this  humbled  culprit,  who  will  to-day 
pay  the  debt  which  he  owes  to  the  world 
for  his  iniquitous  t3rranny  and  oppres* 
WOP.** 

'*  Silence  I  dishonest  low-rbom  villain,"* 
said  F^rollo ;  '« the  fate  of  Ftodolfina  de- 
pcnds  not  on  such  menial  slaves ;  retire^ 
m4  provoke  not  the  anger  of  your  supe* 
riors.** 

Though  a  captive,  defenceless  and  „n. 
9rm^9  liiere  was  a  native  air  of  dignity 
and  command  in  the  manner  of  PeroUo, 
whidi  the  Trapanese  had  not  the  power  to 
resist  Loria  was  more  indignant  than 
doD  Giaoomo  himself  at  the  insult  which 
had  been  offered  to  a  prisoner  under  his 
eonduct  and  protection,  and  he  ordered 
the  fellow  to  retire,  under  pain  of  imme« 
diate  punishment  With  looks  of  subdued 
but  vindictive  fury  at  both  cavaliers.  La 
Liparia  withdrew,  and  afier  deliberating 
an   instant  with  himself,   flew  to  seek 
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Calogeio  Calandrino  or  the  baron  Adriano^ 
to  whom  be  had  particularly  attached 
himself,  and  who  had  brought  him  forward 
as  one  of  the  party  of  don  Sigismund. 

Amongst  the  most  vehement  of  the 
persecutors  of  don  Giacomo^  stood  the  & 
mily  of  Calandrino ;  and  during  the  siege, 
the.  two  brothers,  who  were  considered  as 
the  heads  of  the  house,  Geronimo^  and 
'  Calogero,  had  distinguished  themselves 
by  several  acts  of  sanguinary  cpueMy, 
which  shewed  the  deep-rooted  and  inve- 
terate hatred  they  bore  to  the  namie.  of 
FeroUo.  In  the  debate  upon  accepting 
terms  from  the  baron,  they  had  both  argued 
warmly  against  all  compromise  or  treaty. 

After  the  capture  of  the  castle,  Gero- 
nimo  had  wantonly  bombarded  the  build- 
ing into  which  the  females  and  children 
had  retired,  and  received  the  orders  of  don 
Sigismund  to  desist  with  much  dissatis- 
ftction  and  murmuring. 

The  dispositions  of  both  the  brothers 
Were  equally  sanguinary.  They  had  for- 
merly  been  subject  to  punishment  for 
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cruelty  and  oppression,  and  seeined  only 
to  live  for  vengeance.  In  the  character  of 
the  younger  of  the  two,  Calogero,  avarice 
was  a  passion  exceeded  only  by  his  in- 
human barbarity.  He  had  no  sooner 
gained  the  interior  of  the  Casa  di  Perollo, 
than  his  attentions  were  directed  to  unite 
plunder  atid  assassination;  and  both  his 
ruling  passions  seemed  likely  to  be  gratis 
fied.  A  confidential  attendant  of  the  ba* 
roness,  who  had  been  separated  from  her 
mistress  by  some  accident  during  her  flight, 
was  «dzed  by  the  murderous  Calogero, 
and  regardless  of  her  sex  or  her  prayers, 
"Be  was  about  to  dispatch  her,  when  she 
oflfered,  if  her  life  was  spared,  to  conduct 
him  to  a  secret  deposit  of  some  of  tlie 
treiEisures  of  PeroUb.  The  uplifted  sword 
of  the  barbarian  was  arrested,  and  he  de« 
sired  instant  pr6of  of  her  power  and  in* 
dination  to  purchase  her  preservation.' 
She  conducted  him  without  loss  of  time 
to  a  cistern  in  the  interior  courts  in  which 
he  toon  ascertained  that  a  prize  of  no  small 
Vfilue  was  ccmtained. 
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''  Know  you  of  any  other  depoeitoiy 
of  this  sort?" 

^  No,  Agncfr/*  reined  the  trembling 
female ;  *^  the  chief  part  of  the  baron's 
money  and  jewels,  I  believe^  is  here.** 

Calandrino  deliberated  but  an  instant, 
and  then  added  the  unfortunate  ki^niiant 
to  the  number  of  victims  he  that  day  but* 
cfaered.  The  avarice  of  Calandrino  was 
BOW  gratified  beyond  his  highest  expeet»- 
tions^  and  he  lost  no  time  in  securing  his 
acquisition,  which  he  caused  his  own  vas- 
sals instantly  to  remove  to  his  re^enoe ; 
and  he  had  just  seen  it  securely  lodgied, 
when  La  Liparia  appeared,  breathless  from 
the  impatience  with  which  he  had  hastened 
in  search  of  him. 

•*  What  important  intelligeiKe,  Gio- 
vanni, brings  you  here  in  such  a  hurry  ?" 

•Giacoaio  is  taken,"  he  replied;  *•  I 
have  seen  him  in  the  hands  of  our  troops; 
but  unless  some  method  is^  devised  of 
doing  ourselves  justice  before  he  comes 
into  the  presence  of  count  Luna,  I  fiear 
we  shall  be  deprived^   of  our   revenge. 
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lErasmo  Lorn,  in  w&ose  hondis  the  pri« 
sonerndiris^  seems  ni(»re  inclined  to  fight 
his  battles  than  to  tonduct  h^m  to  execu^ 
tSon.  Luchese  ki^d  several  of  the  other 
efeaeft  will,  I  ktiopr,  be  clamorous  to  dis** 
ttiSis  hlUfib  uninjured;  and  I  doubt  the  re- 
SK^utiDn  of  don  Sigismund  to  resii^  tbeiir 
united  importunijdeB :  but  tell  me^  sigtior, 

.  **  Witk  the  count  and  my  brother  Ge. 
ixiniBK)  stUl  in  the  castle." 

f^-jDeciskm  and  expecKtion  only  can  pre- 
i^ent  the  misdiief  I  apprehend/  said  La 
liiparia. 

Calandrino  contemplated  the  escape  «f 
PeroUo  and  the  probable  consequences; 
the  punishment  to  which  he  Would  bring 
aU  his  enemies,  and  the  restoration  he 
a^ould  have  to  make  of  his  ill-gotten 
wealth:  he  commanded  La  Lipam  and 
bisiown'  retainers  instantly  to  f<f41ow  him, 
and  hastened  towanis  the  Cufite)  di  ILxMm* 
'  On  liie  way  thith«  he  met  .with  Odo^ 
fiio  iHAbiagnia,  and  several  other  partisana^^ 
ct  Lunl^  whom  be  desired  to  attend  hhn. 
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to  the  castle,  ^here  Erasnio  was  nearly  ar- 
rived with  his  prisoner.  Without  suspi- 
don  of  his  purpose,  he  saw  Calandrino 
following  him  with  great  impetuosity,  and 
was  just  assuring  Fandolfina  of  all  his  in- 
terest  with  count  Luna  to  accommodate' 
matters  honourably,  to  both  parties,  when 
the  villain  Calogero  ran  up,  and  buried  his 
sword  in  the  back  of  his  unarmed  victim ! 
As  Ferollo  fell,  the  weapons  of  Imbiagnia, 
Liparia,  and  most  of  the  party  present, 
were  sheathed  in  his  body ;  and  he  expired 
beneath  the  innumerable  blows  of  his  in- 
furiated murderers,  near  the  fountain  of 
San  Martino,  opposite  the  gates  of  Luna 
Gastle. 

The  sword  of  Loria  was  not  drawn  in 
vain  to  revenge  the  fall  of  his  ill-fated 
captive^  Calandrino  received  a  deep 
wound,  and  La  Liparia  was  felled  to  the 
ground;  but  don  Erasmo  was  soon  dis- 
armed, and  his  reproaches  and  remon- 
strances regarded  with  inattention  or  ccm- 
tempt  He  had  engaged  his  word  to  pro- 
tect ^Perollo  till  he  had  brought  him  to 
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the  presence  of  count  Luna,  and  therefore 
considered  himself  bound  to  defend  him ; 
but  his  single  exertions  were  soon  over- 
powered, and  the  body  of  Parollo  was  left 
defenceless  in  the  hands  c^  the  murderers, 
who  wreaked  their  fury  on  his  lifeless  re- 
mains, with  a  barbarity  as  disgraceful  to 
themselves  as  it  was  harmle^  to  their 
victim. 


roL.  IV. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

SrTierff.— Signor  deV  moiuU  a  te  cbe  maaca  ? 
JVirronew— Pace*  Alfiam. 

Calandrino  and  his  associates  iiad 
scarcely  completed  their  atrocious  act, 
when  Sigismund  rode  up  with  impatient 
speed,  to  receive  his  prisoner  from  the 
hands  of  don  Erasmo;  the  crowd  made 
way  before  him,  and  exposed  the  mangled 
form  of  Pandolfina  weltering  in  his  blood. 
He  threw  himself  from  his  horse,  and  con- 
templated for  some  moments  in  silent  de- 
light the  dreadful  spectacle;  at  length 
exclaiming — "  Thus  perish  all  the  ene- 
mies of  our  house !  Destruction  to  Pe- 
roUo !  Liberty  to  Sciacca,  and  long  life  to 
the  emperor  !** 

His  partisans,  who  now  crowded  around 
the  scene,  rent  the  air  with  acclamations. 
*'  Viva  Luna  ^  Peralta !  viva  rinaperado're ! 
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^  morano  i  nostri  nemici!".  mtig  tlu^ongK- 
tmt  the  city.  Inebrkt^  with  their  tri- 
umph, the  soldiers  and  vassals  of  the  vic- 
torioas  chieftains  scattered  themselves 
through  every  part  of  the  town,  and  sobh 
told  the  melancholy  tale  of  the  ftcll  of  the 
.brave  and  ill-fated  PeroUo. 

The.  ruffians  who  remained  with  Sigis- 
jnund  aboulirthe  body,  encouraged  by  the 
.  approbation  with  which  the  bloody  deed 
liad  been  received  by  him,  resolved  on 
gratifying  to  the  utmost  their  vengeance 
agabist  the  lifeless  object  of  their  hatred. 
A  ^x)rd  wais  tied  round  thie  body^  and  ^- 
tened  to  a  horse,  upon  which  one  of  th<& 
4ulherentB  of  Calandrino  b^ing  mounted, 
tiiey  proceeded  to  drag  the  mutilated  re- 
:  mains  through  the  streets,  whilst  count 
Xiuna,  who  encouraged  this  adt  of  savage 
liaiAmrity,  remounted  his  diarger  to  follow 
Hbe  disgraceful  procession. 

Ferrante  Luchese  arrived  as  they  wetc 
setting  forth,  and  beholding  thie  conducit 
of  his  party,  indignantly  seized  the  bridle 
lof  .don  Sigiamund,  arid  besought  iiim,  ihat 
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if  ndther  the  common  feelings  of  huma- 
nity, nor  r^^rd  for  his  own  character, 
could  stop  this  shameful  act,  that  he  would 
consider  the  infamy  it  must  afi&x  upon  all 
his  family  and  connexions. 

'^  I  want  no  advice  from  Ferrante  Lu- 
chese  to  teach  me  what  is  due  to  the 
friends  of  count  Luna,**  replied  Sigis-^ 
mund ;  *^  he  has  already  snatdiied  from  my 
just  revenge  the  murderer  of  Gilberte^ 
and  the  destroyer  of  half  my  people.  Pro- 
ceed, my  brave  fellows,"  he  continued  to 
his  soldiers,  **  and  shew  to  the  citizens  of 
Sciacca  how  Sigismund  di  Luna  punish^ 
their  tyrant  and  oppressor.'* 

Luchese  tore  from  his  shoulder  the 
badges  of  his  party,  and  trampled  them 
beneath  his  feet. — "  The  lowest  citizen  in 
Sciacca,"  he  exclaimed,  "  will  now  learn 
to  despise  the  dishonoured  name  <^  Luna, 
and  not  a  man  amongst  them  but  would 
prefer  the  situation  of  the  brave  Fandol- 
fina  to  that  of  his  vindictive  disgraceful 
butchers.** 

The  trumpets  and  drums  ^  the  party, 
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tiie  shouts  and  cries  of  the  soldiers  and 
vassals,  drowned  the  farther  reproaches 
and  remonstrances  of  Luchese,  aqd  he  re-* 
lired  in  silence  to  seek  don  Paolo,  and 
Vent  his  rage  in  declaiming  against  those 
idth  whom  he  had  leagued  himself. 
'  Don  Sigismund  was  now  surrounded 
hj  those  who,  like  himself  had  given  up 
every  regard  to  their  own  honour  and  re- 
{lutation  for  the  gratification  of  their  im- 
potent revenge.  Geronimo  and  Calogero 
Calandrino,  Onofrio  Imhiagnia,  and  his 
fanother,  the  malignant  Adriano,  and  Del 
NadOre,  formerly  the  flatterer  of  PeroUo, 
Und  the  object  of  his  bounty,  now  amongst 
the  most  vehement  of  his  insulting  foes — 
all  these  now  crowded  round  their  chief- 
tain, who,  in  complete  armour,  except  his 
helmet,  and  with  a  naked  sword  in  his 
hand,  immediately  followed  the  body  of 
PeroUo  as  it  was  drawn  through  the  streets 
of  Sdacca.  But  even  in  this  hour  of 
triumph  the  pride  of  Luna  received  a  se-^ 
vere  and  grating  wound ;  the  citizens  who* 
Biet   the  procession  fled  with  horror  i» 
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every  directioiii  whilst  the  {emiiea  y/ho 
beheld  the  sad  spectacle  frpm  the  wipdow^ 
bewailed  with  loud  and  pierciRg^Eclaaia* 
tions  the  loss  of  their  &ther  and  benefac- 
tor.    Many  of  Ihe  lower  class^   tearing 
their  hair,  and  impredating  curses  upoD 
the  murderers^  rushed  oqt  into  the  street, 
and  followed  Sigismund  ^iilritb  «very  spe- 
cies of  opprobrious  abu^,  in  d^ianee  of 
the  ill  treatment  they  met  with  from  his 
adherents.     The  praises  of  bi»  rival,  low 
as  he  now  was  laid,  we^e  to  LuiSa  jMXiols 
of  tlie  indelible  affection  his  generous  libe-' 
rality  had  purchased,  and  conveyed  more 
bitter  pangs  to  his  heart  than  bad  the 
greatest  display  of  power  and  pomp  which 
had  ever  been  exhibited  by  l^eroUp  in  l^is 
days  of  joy  and  splendour. 

When  the  party  arrived  opposite  the 
house  of  Imbiagnia,  where  the  wounded 
Delia  Bardia  still  lingered  in  a  hopeless 
and  dying  state,  the  recollection  <rf  his 
fate  roused  the  assassins  to  another  ebul- 
lition of  fiiry,  and  they  redoubled  their 
cries  of  triumph  and  revenge.    The  CQun« 
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te»  CaltabeUotta  had  not  quitted  the 
bouge  since  her  first  aiTival^  but  watehed 
every  turtfof  Delia  Bai*dia's  changing  coun- 
tenance. For  hours  he  had  appeared  not 
to  reoaark  her  presence.  Agaiii  she  thought 
ths^  at  times  he  recognised  her,  when 
she  would  throw  herself  beside  his  couch 
in  agony,  imploring  him  by  some  means 
to  relieve  her  anxiety  respecting  the  de- 
pository of  her  secr^r  But  he  paid  little 
attention  to  her  supplicatigns.  Every 
exertioii  brought  on  a  new  convulsion^ 
wd  ^9ept  at  the  approach  of  don  Sigis- 
9und»  or  count  Giorgio,  he  gave  no  signs 
of  beuig  interested  by  those  about  him ; 
for  SQsae  time  previous  to  the  murder  of 
Feroljk),  he  bad  lain  in  a  quiesc^t  state^ 
gradwdly  jgrowing  weaker.  The  countes^s 
had  dreaded  every  instant  wou]d  bring  on 
the  termination  of  his  existence,  ^d  had 
been  revolving  within  herself  the  me^ni^ 
of  discovering  the  secret  so  iniportant  Uk 
her  future  comfort  and  aecuri<y«  Tp  sei^. 
the  person  of  qount  Giorgiq^  the  f^ei^d^ 
«nd-coiifidfMit  of  iVccursii  wAp  the  only 
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plan  she  had  yet  devised,  and  was  fully 
resolved  that  the  death  of  Delia  Bardia 
should  be  the  signal  for  the  6reek*s  de- 
struction. 

As  the  sound  of  the  approaching  caval- 
cade reached  her  ears,  she  rose  from  her 
seat  to  observe  the  cause;  an  attendant 
entered,  and  informed  her  that  the  con- 
querors were  dragging  the  body  of  Pe- 
rollo  in  triumph  through  the  city;  the 
lady  threw  open  the  lattice  to  feast  her 
eyes  upon  the  shameful  spectacle,  and 
could  not  restrain  her  exclamaticms  of  de- 
fight  when  the  mangled  form  appeared  in 
View.  Wrapt  in  exultaticm,  she  ftirgot 
for  an  instant  all  her  anxiety  respecting 
Delia  Bardia,  and  contemplated  with  bar* 
barous  pride  the  disgraceful  vengeance  of 
the  friends  of  Luna  and  Peralta. 

When  the  shouts  of  the  party  rose  be* 
neath  the  windows,  she  was  advancing  into 
the  balcony,  but  felt  her  arm  grasped  vio- 
lently by  some  one  behind  her.  She  turned 
and  saw  the  ghastly  form  of  Delia  Bardia 
standing  erect  upon  the  couch,  his  eyes 
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Atthing  Mdtii  demoniacal  expression,  and! 
idl  his  features  terrifically  distorted.  She 
•ctood  transfixed  in  horror  and  amazement. 
The  eyes  of  the  wounded  man  caught  a 
momentary  view  of  his  destroyer.  With 
a  tremendous  voice  he  shouted  out — "  lo 
moro  contento !  io  moro  felice  T  and  fell 
a  lifeless  corpse  at  the  feet  of  the  coun-^ 
less  and  her  attendant.  They  attempted 
in  vain  to  raise  the  fiillen  form  of  Delia 
'Bardia;  its  gigantic  and  stiffening  weight 
^resisted  all  their  efibrts ;  and  the  lady  hav-- 
ing  ascertained  that  death  had  terminated 
lier  hopes  of  making  any  discovery,  pre- 
pared to  return  to  Luna  Castle^  still  tor^ 
mented  with  the  uncertainty  of  what 
might  be  the  result  of  those  threats  which 
idone  had  saved  Accursi  d^Amato  from 
Xhe  ponmrd  of  a  secret  assassin. 

In  the  meanwhile  Sigismund  and  his; 
ecMnponions  held  on  their  way,  unconscious; 
of  the  event  which  had  taken  place,  and 
it  was  nearly  sunset  when  the  barbarous 
procession  closed  before  the  gates  of  Fran^ 
Cisco  Ferolk)»  the  captmn  of  the  city,  wha 
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Wfts  absent  itt  Partaima,  raising  troops^  it 
was  supposed,  to  aid  his  murdered  kins- 
man. Here  the  mangled  body  of  Pan** 
dolfina  was  left,  covered  with  blood  and 
dust,  and  so  deformed  and  disfigured  by 
the  treatment  it  had  received,  as  to  render 
it  impossible  to  be  recognized  even  by  his 
dearest  ^ends.  He  who  but  a  few  days 
bacl^  had  l^een  surrounded  by  every  do- 
inestie  bli^ng,  by  numerous  gallant 
friends  and  retainers,  whose  will  and  whose 
word  were  law  tftr6ughout  the  country, 
who  was  followed  by  the  blessings  of  the 
poor,  by  the  respect  of  thousands,  and  the 
envy  of  now  a  few,'  was  not  left  without 
a  friend  to  save  his  mangled  body  from  in- 
sult and  indignity,  or  to  remove  it  from 
the  spot  where  his  enemies  had  cast  it 
forth,  when  sated  with  their  inhuman  re^ 
venge. 

To  have  been  enrolled  amongst  the 
friends  of  don  Giacomo  Perollo,  was  but 
a  short  period  before  the  ambition  of  his 
equals,  the  fortune  of  his  inferiors ;  now 
his  very  name  was  the  signal  for  perse« 
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fsutioii.  The  dearest  objects  of  his  love 
ware  maurners  aiid  fugitives;,  indebted  (6^ 
tbeir  existaiee  to  the  ncurderer  of  the 
liusband  and  the  parent ;  liis  faithful  fol- 
lowers buried  beneath  the  ruins  of  his 
fipkndid  abode,  or  escaped  wounded  and 
ispoiled,  reduced  to  misery  and  want. 

NiV  was  the  situation  of  the  victor 
more  to  be  envied.  Don  Sigismund  had 
now  obtained  a  full  and  complete  revenge. 
The  power  of  PeroUo  v^as  apparently  an- 
nihilated, the  house  of  Luna  triumphant, 
and  all  their  injuries  and  insults,  real  or 
ima^nary,  fully  and  amply  repaid.  The 
daughter  of  Solanto  was  completely  -in 
bis  power,  deprived  of  every  friend  who 
might  support  or  encourage  her  in  resist- 
ing his  will  and  pleasure.  Every  thing 
had  yielded  before  him,  and  of  all  his 
purposes,  not  one  had  ffdled  in  being  ac- 
eomplished,  even  beyond  his  most  san* 
guine  expectationSr  Yet  even  in  the 
moment  which  completed  his  triumph,  and 
erowned  him  with  victory,  he  was  an  ob. 
jeet  of  greater  compassion  than  the  most 
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miserable  of  those  from  whom  be  had  torn 
every  earthly  happiness*  The  lamenta- 
tions and  the  praises  he  had  heard  kvbhed 
upon  the  fallen  FeroUo^  and  the  curses 
poured  forth  against  his  destroyers,  had 
checked  his  er^yment  even  at  the  instant 
of  gratification ;  and  his  sanguinary  ha- 
tred now  gorged  to  its  utmost,  histhoughts 
necessarily  wandered  from  the  present  to 
the  future ;  the  lives  and  fcwtunes  of  hk 
bouse,  of  al>  his  fHends  and  adherents, 
were  justly  fiwfeited  to  the  outraged  laws 
of  humanity  and  justice.  The  vengeance 
of  Monteleone  would  be  swid  to  punish 
ti^  murder  of  his  friend  ;  and  to  resist  the 
viceregal  forces,,  was  a  task  he  could  not 
expect  to  accomplish.  The  emperor  was 
known  to  be  inflexibly  just,  and  to  punish 
w^ithout  mercy  all  insults  offered  to  the 
sove^ign  authorities  and  to  the  laws  of 
the  realm,  a«d  the  massacre  of  Statella 
w^ild  ak>ne  have  been  an  unpardonable 
crimeK  Ox^  tlie  other  hand,,  the  interest 
which  Jumm  had  with  Pope  Clement,  and 
in  wbvilx  be  trusted  to.  make  bis  peac^ 
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might  possibly  be  dilatory,  at  all  events 
could  not  be  exerted  before  the  viceroy 
%ad  an  opportunity  of  trying  his  strength, 
and  perhaps  of  completing  his  final  ruin; 
he  had  been  abandoned  and  insulted  by 
several  of  his  party,  who  stood  highest  in 
reputation  for  gallantry  and  honour.  Fn- 
giades,  Luchese,  and  Erasmo  LcMia,  had 
forsaken  him  with  reproaches  and  con^ 
tempt;  Talyavia  had  left  him  in  silent 
indignation ;  and  his  own  heart  secretLy 
whispered  that  he  was  dishonoured  and 
disgraced,  though  even  to  himself  he  would 
neither  have  allowed  or  acknowledged  it. 
Many  of  his  bravest  troops  had  fallen  in 
the  siege*  Gilberto  had  long  been  a  firm 
and  faithful  friend,  and  Delia  Bardia,  with 
all  his  faults^  was  a  zealous  and  devoted 
partisan.  On  the  subject  of  Costanza  di 
Solanto,  the  mind  of  Sigismund  was  even 
inore  disturbed ;  his  love  had  increased  by 
the  obstacles  thrown  m  his  way,  and  the 
sight  of  her,  even  in  sorrow,  illness,  and 
in  anger,  had  blown  the  fiame,  till  he  felt; 
that  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to. 
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live  without  her ;  yet  the  spuit  she  had 
munifested  upon  every  oocpsion,  promised 
a  re^stanoe  he  dreaded  to  encounter^  and 
tlie  abhorrence  she  had  expressed  against 
himself,  augured  but  ill  for  his^  prospect 
of  inducing  her  to  accept  \iim$  by  the  geur 
tkr  means  of  persuasion  and  affection. 

Arrived  at  Luna  Castle,  he  learned  from 
Jiis  mother  the  conclusion  of  Delia  Bar* 
dia^s  sufferings;  and  after  some  debate 
upon  the  necessary  steps  to  be  taken  with 
regaid  to  Frandsca,  whom  he  resolved  to 
commit  solely  to  the  guidance  of  his  mo- 
ther, the  count  enjoined  her  to  use  every 
possible  means  of  soothing  the  lady  Cos- 
tanza^  and  to  see  that  all  the  respect  due- 
to  the  memory  of  the  baroness  was  scru- 
pulously attended  to.  The  body  had  been 
removed  from  the  Casa  di  PeroUo,  and 
Costanza  again  allowed  to  attend  upon  it 

Don  Sigismund  then  proceeded  to  hold 
B  consultation  with  Adriano  and  his  re- 
maining friends,  upon  the  necessary  steps 
to  be  adopted  to  secure  themselves  against 
the  viceroy,  and  the  machinations  of  the 
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scattered  fiieiids  and  adherents  of  .Fq- 
roUo,  who  were  still  Qiuneroua,  and  mightf, 
if  united^  beoonie  powerful. 
.  3^ye«il  of  the  chiefs  of  .the  insufgent^ 
icontwued  during  the  night  their  devas- 
.ta^on  {^nd  plunder  within  the  walls  of  the 
Casa  di  Fer<^o,  whilst  others  were  em- 
j4oy ed  in  perpetrating  various  schemes  of 
petty  malignity  against  the  y^nquished* 
BiouneMaurici,  with  a  numemus  company^ 

{>ai:aded  the  streets,  deling  tlie  insignia 
of ,  the  PeroUo  family  from  every  public 
.building  which  their  munificence  had  em^ 
bellished;  and  so  great  liad  been  their 
power,  so  princely  tlieir  liberality,  that 
^w  of  the  principal  ornaments  of  Sciacca 
but  exhibited  the  emblems  of  their  illus* 
triou9  lious^ ;  in  every  place  where  tbes? 
appetoed,  Maurici  and  his  band»  with  the 
minutest  care,  endeavoured  to  effiuoe  thenv 
Another  act,  the  memory  of  which  will 
endure  as  IcHig  as  the  names  of  Luna  an4 
Perollo  are  remembered  in  Sciacca,  is  re* 
corded  <^  Fietro  Imbiagnia,  equally  dis? 
graceful  to  himself  and  his  friends.    In  a 
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garden  beyond  the  dty  wrils,  belonging 
to  one  of  the  poorer  citizens,  was  a  pear 
tiee,  the  fruit  of  which  had  long  been  oe^ 
lebrated  for  its  flavour  and  perfection ;  and 
the  possessor  of  this  garden  having,  in 
common  with  most  of  his  dass^  a  grate* 
fill  sense  of  the  kindness  and  protection 
of  Perollo,   was  annually  accustomed  to 
present  him  with  an  offering  of  the  fruits 
i^this  celebrated  tree,  which,  in  honour  of 
bis  favourite  chief,  was  called  ^Talbera 
Perollo  :^  to  this  garden  Imbiagnia,  and 
a  large  concourse  of  the  followers  of  Lun^ 
took  their  way,   early  on  the  morning 
after  the  death  of  Pandolfina ;  when  not 
contented  with  cutting  down  the  trecv. 
they  burnt  and  destroyed  its  roots,  that  no 
shoot  might  afterwards  arise    from  the 
Mock,  to  recall  the  memory  of  the  name 
which  they  abhorred.  The  tree  itself  they 
tlien  bore  in  triumph  to  the  dty^  shouting 
through  the  streets,  "  Let  us  not  leave  a 
scion  rf  Perollo!"    which   has  since  be- 
come  a  proverb  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
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SdaocB,  to  signify  the  extreme  of  vol- 
geiUDK»  and  extermination. 

~  When  dcm  Sigismund  and  his  friends 
were  assemUing  in  council,  they  were  in- 
terrupted by  the  arrival  of  a  deputation 
from  the  monks  of  the  Carmelite  convent^ 
to  beg  his  permission  for  the  interment  of 
liie  body  of  Statella  and  his  unfortunate 
oompanions,  who  still  remained  without 
the  rites  of  sepulture.  To  this  don  Sigis- 
mund consented,  desiring  the  body  of  the 
commander  to  be  buried  in  the  sepulchre 
of  d<Mi  Geronimo  Leggip,  formerly  captain 
of  the  city,  who  had  been  punished  with 
death  for  treasons  discovered  through  the 
activity  and  exertions  of  Pandolfina.  The 
situation  in  which  the  remains  of  Perollo 
had  been  abandoned,  was  at  that  lime  un- 
known to  the  monks,  who  retired  as  soon 
as  their  request  was  granted. 

The  intelligence  of  the  murder  of  don 
Giacomo  had  been  conveyed  by  Luchese 
to  don  Paolo,  who,  after  seeing  the  baro- 
ness and  her  companions  in  safety  to  the 


cdDTent,  had  retired  to  the  raaidjmee  of 
his  brave  preserver ;  he  now  received  the 
ittfonxiation  with  firmness,  and  without 
any  observation  on  the  conduefc  of  the  9^ 
aassinfi ;  but  when  he  reflected  upcm  the 
widow  and  the  orphans  to  whom  the  &t4 
event  must  be  commucucated,  his  resa* 
hition  forsook  him,  and  he  gave  way  to 
the  feelings  with  which  he  was  oppresscid. 

liuchese,  with  as  little  detail  aa  pomUe^ 
mentioned  the  unworthy  treataaeat  whieh 
was  about  to  he  inflict  upon  the  body^ 
arid  entreated  ioff'  Faolq,  if  possift]^  to 
save  the  baroness  from  hearing  of  tlm 
outrage.  Perollo  beard  with  indignfitnon 
the  barbaipus  proceedings  of  the  enemy^ 
and  agreed  with  Fervante  in  the  necessity 
of  ap|ffising  the  ladies  cf  their  loss,  and 
preventing,  if  possible,  any  of  the  parti* 
culars  from  being  known. 

Liuchese  ofiered  to  attend  him  to  the 
convent,  to  save  him  from  the  injuries  and 
insults  of  the  partisans  of  Luna. 

As  they  {Nroceeded  on  their  melanchdy 
embassy^    the  distant  shouts  of  the  in* 
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butmn  trininpb  reached  their  ears;  don 
Paolo  trembled  violently.;  Luchese  sup- 
ported  biin»  usd  loudly  exclaimed  i^nst 
faimaelf  for  haviog  erer  joiaed  with  so 
disgraceful  a  banditti,  and  lent  his  aid  in 
fUftheriqg  so  iniquitous  an  end;  from 
henoi^i:^^  vowing  to  renounce  aU  inter* 
eoixrse  a^d  Gommunieatioa  with  tiie  bouse 
qf  Ijnm,  and  with  every  one  who  had 
piirlicipated  in  the  shasneful  sci^nes  whicK 
dii^raced  their  victory. 

They  reached  the  convent^  V^hich  waa 
without  the,  walls^  untnolested  aud  uusei^ni) 
ai^  were  immediately  conducted  to  the, 
h^roQ€^,  who  luaxiqusly  awaited  intelU-^ 
g^nee  of  her  lord  and  husband.  The  coun^ 
trance  of  don  Paolo  was  the  herald  of 
his  tidings.  Luchese  had  i^emained  with- 
out,  not  to  intrude  upon  the  affiicted  fi^ 
mily ;  and  i^  the  messenger  of  new  mis^ 
fortunes  entered  the  ap^m?nt;>  his  palet 
GOUKitettanoe  and  altered  ey^  his  qu|v^« 
ing  llpf  and  the  hesitation  of  kis  ^manq^jc 
too  clearly  told  his  tale.  j 

*^  My  children  are  fatherless^  and  my* 
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selfawid<>wr  exdaimed  the  bnroneMy  in 
a  tremulous  tone. 

Don  Paolo  stood  silent  and  incapable 
of  utterance,  and  the  wife  of  Pandolfins 
sank  lifeless  at  his  feet.  The  diildreli 
screamed  in  agony.  Marguerita  attempted 
to  raise  her  fisdlen  protectress,  and  exert* 
itig  all  the  power  she  possessed  over  her 
own  feelings,  endeavoured  to  quiet  the 
lamentations  of  the  young  ones,  who 
clung  round  their  mother  with  loud  and 
bitter  cries  (^  grief  and  terror.  Don  Paolo 
appeared  bereft  of  all  his  powers ;  heoould 
neither  act  nor  speak,  and  catching  the 
youngest  child  in  his  arms,  wept  over  it 
with  unrestrained  and  inexpressible  agony. 
The  entreaties  and  exhortations  of  Ma^ 
guerita  roused  him  at  length,  and  he 
tried  to  follow  her  example,  and  endeavour 
to  recover  the  baroness,  who  remained  for 
some  time  relieved  by  insensibility  from 
the  misery  to  which  she  was  destined  ti> 
awake;  at  length  she  slowly  unclosed  her 
eyes  to  returning  sense  and  wretchednessi 
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Her  first  request  was  to  be  taken  imme- 
diately  to  the  body  of  her  husband. 

Don  Paolo  represented  the  impossibility 
of  any  of  their  party  adventuring  them- 
selves amongst  their  enemies  during  the 
Arst  eflPusion  of  their  violence. — ^  To- 
morrow,''  he  said,  **  Luchese  shall  demand 
tde  restitution  of  their  victim,  who  shall 
instantly  be  removed  hither." 

The  night  was  passed  by  the  afflicted 
.£unily  of  PeroUo  in  deep  and  bitter  la- 
mentaticms,  and  don  Paolo  requested  Lu- 
diese  to  apply  for  the  restoration  of  the 
body,  who  not  supposing  that  the  barba- 
rity of  count  Luna  would  extend  beyond 
the  first  ebullition  of  his  frenzy,  had  de- 
^red  his  lu'other,  don  Marco,  to  make  the 
demand,  which  was  rejected  by  the  count 
with  the  most  unfeeling  and  decided  reso- 
lution. 

To  attempt  to  remove  it  without  his 
permission,  was  impossible,  his  adherents 
bdng  entirely  masters  of  the  dty,  and 
BOtitb&red  through  it  in  every  direction. 
Upon  the  fall  of  Perollo,  their  numbess 
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bad  been  increased  hy  aO  tbe  idle  and  lE- 
disposed  persons  in  the  town  and  ndgh« 
bourhood,  who  flocked  eag&Ay  to  the 
standard  of  don  Si^smund,  in  liie  hopes 
of  sharing  in  the  enormous  plund«;  an 
hundred  thousand  florins  having  been 
seized  in  the  Casa  di  Perollo,  and  it  hax^ 
expected  t^t  the  rage  of  Luna  would 
next  be  directed  against  other  members 
of  the  family  of  Fandolfina,  who  must 
undoubtedly  fall  easier  yictims  than  their 
chief  Collecting  round  him  a  numerous 
body  of  men,  was  ccmsidered  by  the 
count  as  likely  to  overawe  the  vic«t)jr, 
and  to  secure  more  advantageous  terms; 
on  which  account  he  encouraged  all  who 
chose  to  enrol  themselves  amongst  his  ad- 
herents. 

The  refusal  of  interment  to  the  body 
of  don  Giacomo  was  communicated^  by 
Luchese  to  PeroHo,  with  every  expression 
of  indignation  and  disgust  at  such  ocm- 
duct,  and  with  an  offer  of  his  services  in 
miy  way  to  accomplish  the  undertakii^ 
secretly,  or  to  attempti  by  remonstratnig 
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trith  the  more  honourable  members  of  the 
faction^  to  induce  them  to  compel  their 
chief  to  grant  the  desimd  permission. 

Den  Paolo  wceived  the  intelligence 
with  bcrrbr  and  regret,  and  requested  a 
shopt  time  for  ddiberation  before  he  de>- 
termined  how  to  act  In  the  meanwhile 
lie  was  obliged  to  revisit  the  convent  of 
Santa  Martha,  having  promised  the  ba^* 
Toness  to  be  absent  but  a  short  time 

Upon  his  arrival,  he  found  that  she  had 
vuiik  for  a  few  minutes  into  a  disturbed 
state  of  slmnber,  and  Marguetita  appeared 
to  request  he  would  remain,  as  she  was 
aware  that  her  protectress  would  inquire, 
the  Instant  she  awoke,  for  her  kind  friend^ 
and  be  distressed  at  his  absence. 

Don  Paolo  willingly  consented  to  stay^ 
and  Marguerita  anxiously  inquired  when 
the  body  of  her  second  parent  would  be 
restcM^.  Perollo  could  scarcely  articulate 
the  refusal  which  had  been  made  to  theif 
demand ;  his  companion  asked  by  wheni 
the  request  bad  been  preferred  ? 
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''  By  don  Marto  Luchese^**  replied  don 
Paolo. 

'*  It  is  impossible,"*  said  the  lady,  ^  but 
that  a  few  hours  reflection,  and  the  re- 
monstrances o^  his  friends,  will  bring 
count  Luna  to  a  just  sense  of  his  wanton 
inhumanity.'' 

^  Those  by  whom  he  is  surrounded  are 
equally  strangers  to  every  feeling  of  ho- 
nour and  charity,"  said  FeroUo,  despair^* 
ingly. 

The  orphan  of  Landolini  remained  a 
few  moments  silent,  as  if  deliberating  with 
herself. 

"  Allow  me,  signor,"  at  length  she  said, 
with  some  hesitation,  ^'  to  undertake  the 
task  of  inducing  count  Luna  to  grant  our 
petition." 

FeroUo  looked  in  wonder  at  his  young 
companion,  and  shook  his  head  in  despair. 
— -**  I  possess  no  powers  of  oratory,  ngnor, 
nor  perhaps  any  persuasive  arguments,  but 
I  think  I  can  rely  upon  my  perseverance 
in  the  cause ;  and  from  the  conduct  of  the 
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count  when  he  granted  us  permission  to 
withdraw  from  the  Casa  di  Perollo,  he 
cannot  be  totally  devoid  of  humanity^ 
though  warped  by  passion  and  revenge. 
For  myself,  I  fear  no  dangers  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  baroness,  and  devotion  to  the 
memory  of  my  murdered  parent  and  pro- 
tector, will  give  me  resolution  to  surmount 
any  obstacles  which  may  be  thrown  in 
my  way.  To  aid  me  I  shall  have  every 
argument  which  human  feeling  and  Chris- 
tian charity  can  give,  and  to  oppose  me 
only  a  barbarous  revenge,  which  is  not 
always  the  sole  inhabitant  of  the  bosom 
of  count  Luna." 

Don  Paolo  knew  no  other  feasible  plan, 
and  although  the  one  proposed  by  Mar- 
guerita  was  not  such  as  to  excite  any  san- 
guine expectations,  he  listened  to  it  with 
attention. 

"  To  expose  yourself  alone  and  unde- 
fended to  the  insolence  of  the  brutal  ruf- 
fians by  whom  Sigismund  is  surrounded, 
cannot  be  permitted,"  he  said. 

VOL.  IV.  K 
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'*  Silreljr  the  abtfess  and  sottffe  of  titer 
sisterhood  wilt  l6nd  ttf^ir  aid  in  aLed6lri- 
pKshlngan  act  so  conson^int'with  th*e  crtf- 
tfes  of  reir^on ;  the  father  Aiigelmt  I 
khow,  would  attend  us:  do;  sign6r,  per- 
mit me  to  attempt  thi^  act  of  gratitude  to 
the  memory  of  hirn  to  who^e  nobte  gene- 
rosity I  am  so  eternally  indebted.** 

."If  the  lady  abbess  objects  rtot;  my  <^ 
positron  shkll  giVe  way  to  your  wishfes;  blit 
let  us  not  distress  thfe  bkroneito,  by  inform- 
ing her  of  the  necessity  of  this  meaisftlr^.^ 

Mairguerita    withdi'ew  td   recjue^t  tftfe 
abbess  would  attend  don  Pkblo,  and  de!- 
cide  upon  the  propriety  of  hfer  r^uest 
The  venerable  superior  had  long  bfeen  af- 
fectionately attached  t6  the  baroness  Pan-* 
dolfina,  and   her  house  had  experiend^ 
the  liberality  of  don  Giacomo.    She  th^rt-* 
fore  received  the  helpless  fugitives'  with' 
the  tenderest  sympathy  andnconsideriation; 
warmly  entered  into  all  thdr  suflferings,  anfl' 
shared  their  grief:  with  unfeigned  ^abhtiri* 
rence  she  now  h6ard  ih^  detail  ofiidtttrt' 
Luna's  conduct,  btit  at  the  proposal  of 
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Marguerita,  she  hesitated,  terrified  at  the 
difficulty,  and  astonished  at  the  idea  of  so 
great  a  breach  of  the  usual  discipline  of 
her  order. 

The  signora  Landolini  trembled  for  the 
fete  of  her  petition,  when  the  father  An- 
gelini  entered  the  room  ;  he  had  come  to 
visit  his  patroness  in  her  affliction,  and  was 
ignorant  of  the  new  distress  in  which  her 
friends  were  involved. 

To  the  confessor  Marguerita  now  ad- 
dressed herself,  and  to  her  infinite  satisfac- 
tion succeeded  in  engaging  him  in  her 
cause,  which  he  advocated  so  successfully 
as  to  persuade  both  the  superior  and  Pe- 
rollo  to  compliance,  and  to  aid  in  further- 
ing her  plans.  The  abbess,  from  age  and 
infirmity,  was  unequal  to  the  task  of  at- 
tending her,  but  did  not  object  to  part  of 
the  nuns  joining  in  the  procession^ 

Angelini  undertook  to  ensure  the  at- 
tendants of  the  monks  of  San  Francisco, 
to  which  society  he  belonged,  and  had  no 
doubt  but  that  the  Carmelite  brothers 

K  2 
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would  again  assist  in  so  charitable  and 
pious  an  undertaking.  In  a  few  hours  he 
engaged  to  be  in  readiness,  and  requested 
the  permission  of  the  signora  to  commu- 
nicate her  intentions  to  some  of  the  princi- 
pal ladies  connected  with  the  family  of 
Perollo,  or  who  favoured  his  party,  and 
lamented  his  untimely  end,  that  their 
company  might  have  every  addition  which 
was  likely  to  produce  an  effect  upon  the 
mind  of  the  vindictive  Sigismund. 

Marguerita  willingly  consented  to  leave 
every  thing  to  the  disposal  of  tlie  confes- 
sor, and  it  liaving  been  determined  to 
keep  the  whole  proceeding  from  the  baro- 
ness, she  withdrew  to  see  if  the  object  of 
her  anxious  care  was  roused  from  her  tem- 
porary repose. 

When  she  left  the  apartment,  the  ab- 
bess remarked  to  don  Paolo  her  astonish- 
ment at  the  conduct  of  Marguerita — "  An y 
other  girl,"  she  said,  "  under  such  circum- 
stances, would  have  required  support,  in- 
stead of  being  able  to  give  it ;  but  the 
signora  Landolini  seems  to  acquire  cou- 
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rage  and  resolution  by  every  fresh  diffi- 
culty." 

"  Your  observation,  signora/'  said  don 
Paolo,  **  is  perfectly  just ;  but  the  firm- 
ness and  steadiness  evinced  by  Margueri- 
ta,  are  no  more  than  might  be  expected 
from  her  education;  and,  unhappily  for 
her,  she  has,  ere  this,  had  opportunities  of 
shewing  the  support  to  be  derived  from 
good  sense  and  good  principles  in  the  hour 
of  trial." 

The  baroness  was  risen  from  her  couch 
when  her  adopted  child  entered  the  room, 
and  was  kneeling  before  the  crucifix  in  si- 
lent prayer.  Marguerita  joined  in  her  de- 
votion, and  when  she  had  risen,  inquired 
tenderly  if  she  felt  refreshed  by  her  repose. 
The  mourner  was  more  composed  than 
she  had  been  since  the  event,  affectionate-  * 
ly  replied  to  her  questions,  and  asked  if 
don  Paolo  had  yet  arrived  ?  Being  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative,  she  prepared  to 
receive  him.  Their  feelings  were  again 
violently  agitated  at  meeting,  and  the  ba- 
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roness  could  with  difficulty  a^k  if  any  re- 
ply had  been  received  from  count  Luna. 

"  No  final  arrangement  has  yet  been 
made,"  said  Perollo;  "  as  soon  as  it  is, 
your  excellenza  shall  be  .inforined." 

*^  It  will  be  a  melancholy  satisfaction  to 
pay  the  last  offices  to  him  we  have  lost" 
she  said,  after  some  hesitation,  findinir  it 

,.  »  «      »i.»(..      >».-^        IJ      .  ki  ^'    ^  T.I 

impossible  to  pronounce  the  name  of  her 
murdered  lord. 

Don  Paolo  endeavoured  to  turn  her 
thoughts  into  another  channeL  by  men- 
teing  a  private  di^patehhrh^fo^ 


state  into  which  gciacca  had  been  tlm)wn 
by  thie  violence  of  the  rebels. 

"  And  Federico,"  exclaimed  the  ago- 
mzed  mother, "  will  then  learn  the  horrors 
of  our  situation." 


11    '^.-'-'v.  -J 


ATresh  burst  of  grief  once  more  impe- 
ded  all  conversation ;  but  after  a  time.  Be^ 
roHo  succeeded  m  turning  her  attention  to 
lier  children,  and  especially  to  her  absent 
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son.  ^^  then  pbisewed  that  Marguerita 
hftd  nojt  ))dd  any  rest,  and  proposed  to  re* 
i}ff4n  in  b^  st^tioi^  if .^he  wauld  retire  for 
fp  ,l^QUr  (ff  twa  > 

*^  TJf^  dear  child,"  said  the  harones^,  ''has 
hjfA  ^Q  thoughts  but  for  our  afflictions :  it 
Y?;i^Ibp  a  qorafbrt  to  laeif  she  can  find  re- 

]K|^t^gi;ierita  understood  the  puipose  of 
^ipSfi  Fwilp  VX  disKi^mQg  her,  wd  inataiM^- 
\jf  ^tir^  xiot  to  t^ke  the  rest  she  so  much 
wanted,  but  to  prepare  for  her  eventfql 
^pi^idjiti(m  tp  L«ina  Castle,  and  to  try  the 
ppwj^^  of  pjrsuaaiop  on  the  relentless  Si- 
gil^^xund. 

7h^  ^nfesiSOE^  father:  Angellni^  at  length 
^my^  to  aH^j^  the  young  petition^*;  he 
was  accompanied  by  the  monks  of  his  own 
op^vent*  an4  wa^  to  be  joined  by  the  Car- 
ij[^t(?  t^rotl;i!^s ;  n^any  of  the  noble  ladies 
in  the  (^j  he  also  hoped  would  attend  the 
pixjM^ssipjQ ;  and  six  of  the  nuns  had  been 
engaged  m  the  charitable  undertaking. 

M^Fgueiita  was  still  attired  in  the  weeds 
s)^  TfOTQ  for  her  father,  and  her  com- 
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panions,  the  sisters  of  Santa  Martha,  en- 
veloped in  the  thick  black  veils  of  their 
order,  formed  a  sad  and  funereal  traia 
Slowly  they  entered  the  adjoining  gate  of 
the  city,  and  as  they  held  on  their  way 
through  the  streets,  several  ladies  of  rank, 
and  females  of  all  classes,  joined  the  la- 
menting cavalcade.  The  Carmelites  met 
them  near  the  plain  before  the  castle  cS 
count  Luna,  and  the  whole  assemblage  ar- 
rived at  the  gates  without  meeting  with 
any  obstruction. 

The  prior  requested  to  be  conducted  to 
don  Sigismund,  and  all  the  party  were  ad- 
mitted into  the  great  hall,i  wKere  they 
awaited  his  appearance.  Marguerita  now 
trembled  with  agitation,  and  leaned  upon 
Angelini  for  support. 

At  length  the  count  entered :  the  sig- 
nora  Landolini  tried  to  advance  towards 
him,  but  her  limbs  refused  their  office,  and^ 
she  could  only  fall  at  his  feet  in  an  agony 
of  tears.  The  other  females  followed  her 
example,  and  for  some  time  their  sobs  and 
lamentations  were  the  only  sounds  heard 
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throughout  the  assembly.  Luna  seemed 
affected,  and  stood  waiting  an  explanation 
of  the  scene. 

The  prior  of  San  Francisco  stated  their 
request,  and  demanded  permission  to  re- 
move the  body  of  the  baron  Pandolfina 
for  the  purpose  of  interment. 

Displeased  at  so  public  a  testimony  to 
the  worth  of  his  rival,  and  indignant  at 
the  general  commiseration  excited  by  his 
fete,  Sigismund  declared  that  his  deter- 
mination was  already  taken,  and  that  he 
had  decreed  the  carcase  of  the  tyrant  as  a 
prey  to  the  fowls  of  the  air  and  the  beasts 
of  the  field. 

The  prior  attempted  to  remonstrate. 

"  My  resolution  is  fully  fixed,"  said 
Luna,  in  an  angry  tone;  "  let  any  one  who 
dares  presume  to  contradict  it." 

Marguerita  rose  firom  her  position,  and 
firmly,  but  modestly,  asked  if  such  was  his 
final  answer  ? 

**  Yes,"  he  replied,  scarcely  regarding 
the  questioner. 

K  3 
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•        #  * 


**  Hear  me,  count  Luna,"  sbe  a£»in  be? 


gah  ;  "  for  your  own  sake,  allow  me  a 
snort  and  patient  heannfir.      I  am  rki 


*    .Vi*  -     i  K 


about  to  plead  the  cause  of  the  victim  who 
IS  now  beyond  the  reach  of  human  ven- 
geance,  insult^  or  compassion;  it  is  the 
cause  of  don  Sigismund  di  Luna,  the  ho- 
nour  of  his  house,  the  reputation  of  his 
name,  through  all  succeeding  ages,  and 
in  every  nation  where  the '  feelings  ot 
humanity  are  respected  and.  acknowledg- 
ed.  Count  Luna,  you  have  deprived 
me  of  a  father,  a  benefactor,  a  protec- 
tor — you  have  taken  away  their  support 
from  the  widow  and  the  orphan :  do  not 
refuse  to  grant  them  the  only  consolation 
in  your  power  to  bestow — the  melancholy 
satisfaction  of  paying  their  last  duties  to 
the  dead.  Your  own  heart,  count  Luna, 
would,  in  its  quiet  moments  of  reflection, 
yield  ah  assent  to  our  petition.  Put  "'away 
for  an  instant  the  passions  oy  which  your 
reason  is  obscured.  If  there  is  a  person 
upon  earth  whose  good  opinion  yoii  value 
— one  for  whose  approbation  yoii  feel  a 


K>  jn. 
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d€^iai4;a]»ipui»;de«m^  think  what  would 
b^  tliifQ]|^ju4gn)i9Pt:OB  yourpi^eeentittfuaaL 
If,  jpu,  bav«,  any.  respect  tct  th^  ftdth'  of 
yo^t  forefathggs-^if  you.  hove  hqpes  iiir 
bcsfH^   h^evea^r,.  count,  Lun%  revdke 
your  barbarous  decree.    By  the  obji^etor 
d€)E||^-ta  you  oq  ei9j;th-*^y.  thei  honour 
of  ,ypu];.Qpme*-by,  every  fedii%  of  hajfm^ 
ni|{f,  and.€very  pnopip^e  o£  Christianitj^ 
r^gioii^.and  pii»ty>  you  are;  compelledi to: 
giW?t»  ouc  prayer.    Thinli^.  not  *  H^  i£  thiflv 
poor  boon  shaU.  be.  denied,  Beiolla  will- 
want  a  monument  to  reoord-  his  name^and 
n^eB;^(;uy  to  suoeeeding  ag^ ;  hia  famesbalL; 
flcKur^bf  though  his^ashes.  are  seatta:;ed  tO' 
the  wmds  of  heaven ;  whilst  the.  name  of 
liima,  ^if  F  stained  by  this  inhuman  •  act; , 
tbpug];!.  crowned  with  victoty^  supportedr 
by f  unbounded:  power,  and  recorded^ with 
all  the*  ingenuity .  of  man,  shall  heireafiter 
for. ever  b^  blasted  by  in&my,  and  blight- 
ed by  disgrace." 

Tbe  lovely,  speaker,  animated  by  her 
sub}?ct,  .and  pleading  the  cause (^.all. who 
w^ro  jdearest  to  her  on  earth,  had  forgot- 
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ten,  in  her  d^p  interest  and  anxiety, 
every  fear  which  at.  first  had  overpower- 
ed her;  her  veil  was  thrown  back,  and,  dis- 
played her  striking  beauty,  inspired  by  the 
entiiusiasm  with  which  she  was  trans- 
ported. 

Don  Sigismund  stood  speechless  in  ad- 
miration and  astonishment ;  the  lamenta- 
tii»i8  of  the  other  females  had  gradually 
sunk  in  wonder,  and  the  whole  assembly 
were  fixed  in  various  attitudes  of  attention, 
when  the  voice  of  Marguerita  ceased  for 
an  instant.  Not  a  breath  disturbed  the 
silence  of  the  hall ;  the  changing  manner 
and  softened  aspect  of  the  count  gave  en- 
couragement to  the  pleading  damsel,  and 
after  a  short  pause,  she  renewed  her  sup- 
plications— **  Count  Luna,  I  have  received 
one  fiivour  already  at  your  hands ;  in  the 
moment  of  triumph,  you  preserved  the  life 
of  her  who  has  been  more  than  a  mother 
to  the  orphan  child  of  Landolini,  and  your 
conduct  in  that  hour  of  distress  convinces 
me  that  your  heart  possesses  the  feelings 
which  I  now  seek  once  again  to  awaken. 
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You  have  numbefrs  attached  to  you  by  the 
bonds  of  affection  and  of  blood ;  think  what 
would  be  their  sufferings,  could  your  situa- 
tion be  exchanged  for  that  of  him  for  whom 
I  plead;  you  have  known  the  force  of 
human  affection,  and  of  love,  signor,  in 
the  various  ties  by  which  they  bind  us 
to  our  kindred.  Report  sp^ks  loudly  of. 
the  filial  piety  of  don  Sigismund  di  Luna, 
and,  I  doubt  not,  there  are  other  chains 
around  your  heart,  which  would  teach  it 
what  our  sensations  must  be  in  imploring 
such  a  mercy  as  we  now  seek  to  obtain. 
Count  Luna,  again  let  me  entreat  you  to 
revoke  your  barbarous  resolution." 

Marguerita  was  about  to  kneel  a  second 
time^  when  Sigismund  prevented  her — 
"  You  have  prevailed,  signora,  and  upon 
certain  conditions  your  request  is  grant- 
ed.* 

The  lady  expressed  her  thanks,  and 
asked  upon  what  terms  he  acceded  to  their 
petition. 

•*  That  the  body  be  removed,*"  he  said, 
**  without  pomp  or  ostentation--*without 


of  *^ Plwjsquieft by  ik^(^iftam^  9^  b^ 
or,tfl?S  PW^ftof  crpfi59ftaji4,fli|m^^  I^ 
itlais,C9nye)5e^  tp  its  £ma)^  a^ft^.^uictfer. 

Mai-gjijj^iita)  ac^pted^  th^.  09190^09,  of 

painty /ii{i0i4ffi?i!;  ^^i  ^\^  ca^flft  for  the 
PW3?»«p  of  Qfyp^Ypyingi  t^fc  b^yj  tg,  the. 

Coftxwt  Qfi  Saij^  ^feftha^.  4  Wjjr  waf 
s<»ii,pE9Curei.ai}4,%  i!^]^eifs.,]^fOQei^, 

fo]re.M{hi<*,ith^b?!^^^  Tbp.routilat: 
e^  re^^ains  w^ep^  n^Ls^jf^o^i}  th^^^^  wltl) 
every  marjk  of  re^^;  w.bil$^j  tl^  .unpeas^ 
iqg^tears  .of  thct,a^^^p4ing  multitude  pro- 
daiiQCid  thq.  value  of  the  friepd  aad  jx^. 
tef^^  they -haii  Ipst- 

In.  sad.  and:  ^nt.  state  tlie  profession 
then  took  their  way  to  Santa  Martha,  gain: 
ing^^umb^rs.as  tb^y^  psii^fed  along^  who  all 
unjit^  in  te$tjiyjii:)g,tb^if  rcfspect^.tQ  the. 
worth  and  honour  of  the  departed.  More 
thi^  ,^n,  Jiun4re4> jof  the .  p^ndpal  ^ladies  in 
S«ac(»i  CQYwe^.  M^ith  m9unwg;veibi^ 


#- 


^^c^M^^m^^-  Wj 


tended  the  body  to  the  convent,  and  when 
placed  m  the  church,  they  e^e  way  to 
the  yenemence  of  then:  gnet  m  cnes  and 
lamentations. 

''Tbie  bflux)ness  Pandolfiqa  was  apprised  c^ 
the  event,  and  rose  mstantly  to  make  her 
way  to  the  place  where  the  remains  of  her 
lord  were  placed,  but  the  representation  of 


every  precaution  was  taken  to  conceal  the 
outrages  which  had  been  committediOn  the, 
body.  A  largce  pall  was  thrown  over  it;^ 
and  every  part  covered,  when  don  Faolp , 


led  the  amicted  widow  into  the  church. 

■  '1    VI  ycv'Tn   ■    '".       ;^.   .;»*.'/ T-t-  .  .'1.    oil*-. 
and  earnestily  entreated  her  not  to  l^d^lge 

her  feelings  more  than  she  could  avoid. 
She  summoned  all  her  resolution,  and  con- 
ducted herself  with  the  most  heroic  for- 
titude: her  wish  to  remain  some  time 
with  the  body  was  acceded  to,  and  she 
could  only  be  persuaded  to  retire  when 
the  necessary  preparations  for  the  inter- 
ment began. 

On  the  following  evening,  the  last  re- 
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mains  of  the  illustrious  baron  Fandolfina 
were  removed  to  the  Carmelite  churchy 
with  none  of  the  usual  appendages  of  fu- 
neral pomp,  but  followed  by  the  best  and 
noblest  of  his  fellow-dtizens,  embalmed 
with  their  sincere  and  generous  sorrows, 
hallowed  by  their  prayers,  and  consecrated 
by  their  love. 

The  monks  received  the  honoured  relics 
at  the  great  gate  of  the  church,  and  convey- 
ed them  to  the  chapel,  in  which  many  of 
his  noble  ancestors  reposed ;  but  never  had 
one  of  their  race  been  consigned  to  his 
last  abode  more  sincerely  lamented,  more 
ardently  beloved,  or  more  devoutly  ad- 
mired, than  don  Giacomo  PeroUo. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


Oh,  Memory  !  thoo  fond  deceiver  ! 

Still  importunate  and  Tain; 
To  former  joys  recurring  ever, 

And  turning  all  the  past  to  pain.    Goldsmith. 

The  first  messengers  who  had  been  sent 
from  Sciacca,  unfortunately  arrived  two 
days  after  the  viceroy  had  departed  for  the 
continent  of  Italy :  they  had  followed  him 
into  Calalnia,  and  met  him  on  his  return, 
he  being  ordered  back  soon  after  his  land- 
ing, in  consequence  of  the  final  conclusion 
of  the  negociations  between  the  emperor 
and  the  pope,  which  had  rendered  an 
increase  of  troops  in  Italy  unnecessary ; 
whilst  the  proceedings  between  Margaret 
of  Austria  and  Louis  of  France  at  Cam- 
bray,  promised  a  general  termination  of 
hostilities  throughout  Europe. 

Upon  his  return  to  Messina,  the  duca 
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di  Monteleone  learned  the  fatal  tenninap 
tion  of  the  struggle  which  Ferollo  had 
made  against  the  insurgents,  and  the  sub- 
sequent eonduot  of  the  pairtisans  of  Luna; 
his  horror  and  indignation  at  the  barba- 
rous transactions,  at  the  violation  of  the 
laws,  and  the  insult  offered  to  the  person 
of  the  emperor  in  the  murder  of  don  6e- 
rpnimo  Statella,  were  increased  by  the 
deepest  sorrow  for  his  own  personal  loss,  in 
^4e^th  of  his  ^tljifijl  l^d  tl?^ ^ib^W* 

W^d  9II  Bpw^r^  fff  4e^ptipn;  ^4  al- 

%9»S^  few  <>WJp  4^B9rtuffi  frp^ij  ^mm 
^  b^9  ip  ohe^rifie  to  ord^  )^  qo^ 
nq^  xe^t,  wd  ^Ijie  cetum  of  tljie  t^E^op^ 
^  him  m  afi^  i^  wlucb  b^  M  W 
yqif^  ypt,  in  the  agoi>y  qf  bis  grief,  hfi 
reproached  himself  for  having  deserted  bjs 
^aie^ts  an4  ^^Uy  wlien  his  pres^nc^  vf¥ 
most  necessary. 

The  viceroy  Idndly  felt  for  his  distress, 
^d  ^^red  b;ni  tb^^  ^1  possible  expedi- 
tion should  be  ifsi^  ifi  pending  him  over 
to  revenge  his  fatber'i^.  ^^\hf  tP  prq^t  bis 


viridoy^  ffi9ther^^  his  j^eysec j^ted^g^ld^, 
f0  to  mffict.rtie  ^^yere^t  p^^pishfl^elit  vpqp 
mie  rebels.  Gai^tano  also  moj^t  smceir^jr 
^mi^athizedip  the  cplaipity  c^  his  friend, 
and  from  his  visit  to  ^dacca,  bad  apq^uire^ 
an  Section  for  don  Qiacomo,  ly^hiqli  piade 
Idin  ilament  his  ui\ti]^ely  M^  with  un- 
lived sorrow,  in^epe^'^^^tQfhisjregai:^ 
for  Federico. 

A  council  of  stfite  yj^as  called  as  soon  as 
■Do^Sfjl^,  po  which  WGT^  conyeped  all  ti^e 
g^nc^  o^^^  attac^hed  to  th^aj^fny.  T\f^ 
viceroy  ppj^ned  |ljtie  assjembly  ifi  much  agi- 
^tbn,  and  jjn^ef  much  di^tres^,  stating 
t^J  %  ^yen^  whigji  tad  pajjljed  tl^etpa  to- 
j^er  was  such  >  faust,  fiU  eve?y  Ipy^ 
subject,  every  one  posses^  )yith  the  sp)ui:ijt 

¥^  %H  iSfe»^ffle4  tfeem  ^t  (pfx^%  S\g^ 
ff«?4v  4i.  ^;^.una,  haying  f^^U^fe^  liog^Jb^. 

^gfet  ?>un*«4  {?9f?§EiratQf?/  ha^  Pade  hipi- 
8e)£  master  <?f  ^cjao^a,  sHJR  dqn  Gewniixio. 
Stasia,  with  all  ^i?  oflficei^s,  guard^  wd 
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outrages  which  had  been  committed  by 
some  of  the  friends  of  count  Luna ;  and 
that  after  this  massacre,  they  had  besieged 
the  castle  of  don  Giacomo  Perollo,  baron 
of  Fandolfina,  which,  after  three  days 
fighting,  they  had  taken,  and  murdered  its 
gallant  defender,  whose  body  they  had  af- 
terwards inhumanly  insulted,  drawing  it 
through  the  city  at  the  tail  of  a  horse,  and 
denying  to  it  the  rites  of  sepulture.  They 
had  also,  he  informed  them,  murdered 
and  cut  in  pieces  the  vassals  and  retainers 
of  the  baron,  burnt  and  destroyed  his 
castle,  and  making  themselves  masters  of 
the  city,  committed  every  species  of  vio- 
lence and  rapine,  not  vsparing  even  the 
sanctity  of  religion. 

Exclusive  of  the  barbarity  of  these  atro- 
cious deeds,  they  were  to  consider  the 
treason  and  the  insult  offered  to  the  pers(»i 
of  the  emperor,  not  to  mention  himself,  and 
those  to  whom  the  powers  of  government 
had  been  delegated;  and  he  called  upon 
them  to  punish  these  unheard-of  offences 
in  such  a  way  as  might  vindicate  the  out- 
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raged  laws  of  humanity  and  justice,  and 
be  sufficient  for  ever  to  deter  others  from 
similar  crimes. 

Theassembly  were  unanimous  in  express- 
ing their  detestation  of  the  offences  of  count 
Luna  and  his  adherents,  and  in  advising 
his  highness  to  dispatch  an  overwhelming 
force  to  crush  the  insurgents,  before  they 
could  have  time  to  escape  or  elude  the 
sword  of  justice.  It  was  also  resolved  that 
Cala  Palastra  and  Giovanni  Regnati,  two 
of  the  principal  judges  of  the  kingdom, 
should  be  sent  to  pronounce  legal  sentence 
upon  the  offenders,  and  with  full  power 
to  punish  all  who  were  concerned  in  the 
transaction. 

A  large  body  of  men,  under  experien- 
ced officers,  were  instantly  ordered  to  be 
in  readiness  to  march  on  the  third  day, 
with  Gaetano  and  Federico,  whose  impa- 
tience to  reach  his  mother  was  such,  that 
he  was  only  restrained  from  proceeding 
alone,  by  a  promise  which  the  viceroy  had 
insisted  on  his  making,  not  to  expose  his 
person,  by  entering  Sciacca,  until  the  pub- 
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littpe^c^  was  ensured  by  the  presence  oT 
t*6'sotdiei^: 

The  state  of  the  city  during  the  days 
irinnfediat^ly  succeeding*  the  death'  of  Pe- 
rollo,  was  one  of '  continued  discord  aha 
di&K)rder.  The  peaceful  citizens  were  pre- 
vented  from  proceeding  in  their  usual  occu- 
pations, by  the'  dread  of  thie  lawless  bands, 
who  were  continually  plundering  and 
s^biling  those  whbm^  they  considered 
either  as  their  enemiei^,  or  likiely  to  afford 
af  v^luablfe  booty. 

The  course  of  justice  was  entirely  stop- 
ped ;  the  magistrates  arid'  principal  officers 
had  either  fled  or  joined  themselves  to  the 
party  of  count  liuna,  and  there  was  nopower 
or  influence  exerted  to  restrain  the  outrages 
of  these  licentious  brigands.  In  the  prin- 
cipal church  the  sacraments  and'  all  reli- 
gious rites  were  suspended,  part  of  the 
trctops  of  tlie  rebels  being  quartered  there 
arid  in  the  open  space  adjoining, "who,  re- 
gardless of  the  sacred  place,  indulged  in 
every  exciessj  arid  polluted  the  altars  theih- 
selVes  by  th^ir  drurikerihess  arid  debauch- 
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efy.  In  tbestf  exbes*^  the?  Greek  fblldw^ 
eW  of  oouM  Giorgto '  jjtoticiflarly'  diitiri- 
goii^b^  tfyektisdhres,  nf/ost  of  thei!)^  bieih^ 
nxflBntis  stained  With  dvety  crime,  arid  sfthis^' 
ittatics  item  the  trtte  faith. 

I>ofif '  SigisihU'ftd  •  had  endeavoured,  hf 
e^&j^'itKsqplaj  of  attention  and  respect  t6' 
th*^  kdy  Colstanza,  to  conciliate  her,  and 
t6  reeotW  her  gbbd  t)pini6ti ;  btit  she  per- 
snted'lil  treating  hittk  with  open  aveniion 
aftd  <»dntempt,  and  Whienever  he  approach- 
ed, either  received  'him  with  silent  dis- 
pleasure or*  the  bitterest  reproaches.  Every 
hmour  which  could  be  paid' tcr the  remains' 
of  the  ■  baroness  Solan  to  ^hid  been  most 
cinifUlly  shewn,  and'  her  body  depofeited^ 
id  th&  church  of  Santa  Maria  dlstrii;  to- 
gether with  that  of  Gilbert©. 

AdHaho  and*  the?  corintess  continually 
urged'  LuIJa  to  complete  his  nuptials  with^ 
odif  ddUy^  and  not  to  throw  away  the 
jl6^i6i*  wWiiA  he  now  hdd,  or,  by  waiting' 
lilt  the  5g#««nlttient^could  proceed  to  mea-' 
sures  of  retribution,  to  permit  Costaiizato" 

^Xvitb  his  enemies;  or  the  siir- 
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viving  members  of  her  family,  or  to  run  the 
hazard  of  her  being  rescued  from  his  grasp; 
but  he  still  hoped  that  perseverance  would 
disarm  her  resentment,  and  that  it  would  be 
unnecessary  to  proceed  to  violent  measures, 
which  in  the  present  state  of  her  mind  he 
must  have  done,  and  he  knew  her  spirit  too 
well  to  dare  to  provoke  it  to  the  utmost. 

The  countess  had  several  times  attempted 
to  intrude  upon  her  sorrows  with  consola- 
tion and  advice,  but  her  presence  always 
excited  such  a  tempest  of  indignation  and 
grief,  that  Luna  had  requested  his  mother 
to  indulge  the  wayward  and  impetuous 
disposition  of  his  mistress,  under  the  plea 
of  her  violent  grief,  and  the  wretchedness 
which  oppressed  her,  that  produced  an  ir- 
ritation upon  her  spirits  likely  to  yield 
only  to  time  and  indulgence.  For  a  few 
days  therefore  Costanza  was  left  to  the 
melancholy  satisfaction  of  weeping  over 
the  memory  of  her  parents,  undisturbed 
by  any  intrusion  except  occasional  visits 
from  Luna. 

The  countess,  after  the  death  of  Ac- 
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cutsi  d'Amato,  liad  resolved  to  discover,  if 
possible,  to  what  extent  his  confidence  had 
been  placed  in  count  Giorgio,  and  whether 
he  was  the  depository  of  her  own  Bi^cret.  On 
the  evening  after  Accursi's  death,  she  sent 
to  request  an  interview  with  the  Greek  in 
her  own  apartment,  determining  to  use 
all  the  art  she  was  mistress  of  to  discover 
how  far  she  was  in  his  power ;  and  unless 
she  could  rescue  from  him  the  evidence 
which  Accursi  possessed,  to  remove  him 
speedily  from  the  power  of  betraying  her. 

The  count  was  however  fully  a  match 
for  her,  both  in  art  and  villany,  and  hoped 
to  obtain  an  influence  over  her,  equal  to 
that  which  his  deceased  friend  had  possess- 
ed, and  to  use  it  for  the  furtherance  of 
his  interest,  in  any  way  which  might  most 
materially  promote  it. 

He  was  punctual  to  the  appointment  of 
tlie  countess,  who  received  him  with  every 
possible  mark  of  distinction  and  respect, 
bestowed  the  greatest  encomiums  on  his 
conduct  during  the  siege  of  the  Casa  di 
FeroUoy  and  extolled  the  obligations  he 
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had  conferred  upon  her  son  and  his  family^ 

fler  flattery  had  no  effect  upon  its  ob- 
ject, who  however  replied  with  many  ex- 
pressions of  thanks  for  the  honour  and 
distinction  which  her  approbation  confer- 
red. 

There  was  nothing  in  his  manner  which 
gave  any  indication  of  his  possessing 
power  or  influence,  if  he  chose  to  exert  it; 
nothing  which  could  manifest  an  acquaint- 
ance with  her  character,  or  excite  the 
smallest  suspicion.  He  was  distantly  re- 
spectful, and  appeared  unconscious  of  any 
motive  which  could  have  induced  her  to 
request  this  interview. 

The  countess  felt  rather  relieved  from 
her  fears,  and  proceeding  with  her  artful 
commendations,  said,  that  amongst  the 
many  favours  for  which  the  house  of  Luna 
and  Peralta  stood  indebted  to  him,  were 
the  kind  friendship  and  regard  he  had  al- 
ways shewn  towards  their  dear  kinsman, 
the  barone  della  Bardia. 

She  watched  the  countenance  of  the 
Greek  as  she  thus  ventured  to  approach 
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liearer  to  the  subject  she  had  at  heart.  It 
betrayed  no  expression  to  alarm  her,  and 
she  continued  the  conversation-^"  His  loss 
has  indeed  been  a  severe  one  to  count  Lu- 
na, but  more  particularly  to  mj'self ;  we 
were  nearly  and  intimately  connected." 

**  By  the  marriage  of  the  lady  Francis^ 
ca  ?**  said  count  Giorgio, 

*  The  lady  started,  and  was  silent  for  a 
moment.  Here  was  a  proof  that  Accursi 
had  at  least  communicated  part  of  his  se- 
cret affairs  to  his  friend. 

**  You  were  acquainted,  I  doubt  not, 
signor,  with  all  the  proceedings  of  our  de- 
parted relative?" 

**  Delia  Bardia  concealed  nothing  from 
nie,  I  believe,"  was  the  reply. 

"  Indeed!"  said  the  countess,  evidently 
discomposed;  but  soon  recovering,  she 
continued — "  As  one  of  his  nearest  con- 
nexions, it  will  probably  be  my  melan- 
choly duty  to  arrange  his  affairs,  and  I 
shall  feel  infinitely  obliged  by  your  kind 
assistance,  signor,  in  making  the  final  dis- 
position of  them." 
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Tlie  Greek  expressed  his  sense  of  the 
lionour  conferred  upon  him  by  the  confix 
dence  of  the  countess. 

"  Some  of  the  joint  inheritance,"  she 
said,  "  which  Accursi  and  myself  received 
from  the  elder  Luchese  still  remains,  and 
in  consequence  of  his  death,  would  devolye 
upon  me;  but  I  know  no  means  of  be- 
stowing it  which  will  accord  with  my  own 
sense  of  your  services,  signor,  and  with 
what  perhaps  would  have  been  the  wish 
of  Delia  IJardia,  as  in  requesting  you 
would  consider  it  as  a  legjicy  to  yourself." 

The  count,  astonished  for  an  instant  at 
this  generosity,  was  eloquent  in  his  thanks, 
but  ahnost  immediately  considered  that  it 
was,  in  all  probability,  intended  as  a  bribe 
for  some  services  to  be  hereafter  required. 

"  It  will  be  necessary,*'  said  the  coun* 
tess,  with  some  hesitation,  "  to  procure 
all  the  papers  and  documents  my  ill-fated 
kinsman  has  left.  Perhaps,  signor,  you 
may  have  some  in  your  possession  which 
n^ay  assist  in  completing  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements,  and  if  you   will  have   the 
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jgoodness  to  transfer  them  to  me,  the  af- 
fairs may  all  be  speedily  settled." 

"  That  my  friend  Delia  Bardia  has  left 
documents  in  my  hands^"  replied  the  wily 
count,  "  is  a  fact  I  am  willing  to  confess 
to  your  excellenza ;  but  how  far  I  may  be 
justified  in  giving  them  up  at  present,  I 
know  not.  Your  proposal  requires  some 
consideration  on  my  part,  and  an  exami- 
nation of  the  papers  themselves.  As  soon 
as  things  are  in  a  more  quiet  state,  I  will 
inspect  what  documentsi  hold,  and  give  you 
the  necessary  information  upon  thesubject." 

He  fixed  his  eye  upon  the  countenance 
of  the  lady  as  he  spoke ;  her  colour  chan- 
ged, and  she  averted  her  face  in  confusion. 
— ."  It  is  no  matter,  signor,"  she  said,  with 
some  disorder;  ^  I  had  hoped  to  find  you 
more  obliging  in  the  business,  which 
would  probably  have  been  as  much  to  your 
own  interest  as  to  mine;  but  I  do  not  ap« 
prehend  the  papers  in  your  possession  are 
of  any  very  great  importance.** 

•*  From  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
confided  to  my  charge,  I  doubt  not  but  they 
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relate  to  matters  of  some  import,"  answer- 
ed count  Giorgio;  "but  I  can  repcMl  farther 
upon  tliem  after  I  have  inspected  them." 

"  And  where  are  these  documents  now 
deposited  T 

•*  They  are  in  perfect  safety,  signora,  and 
beyond  the  reach  of  accidents." 

•*  Are  ttey  in  your  own  hands  ?" 

*'  They  are  not  with  me  in  Sciacca." 

The  countess  was  fearful  of  betraying 
too  great  on  interest  in  the  affiiir,  yet  her 
|ij»xi^ty  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  h^  dsn- 
gj^  made  her  still  continue  her  inquiries.. 

^  You  are  not  aware  then  of  the  con- 
tents of  these  documents^  signor  ?^ 

**  Not  entirely,  madame,  thou^  con- 
jecture enables  me  to  form  some  idea  of 
them ;  but  as  I  may  possibly  be  mistaken, 
you  will,  I  trust,  excuse  my  nok  being 
more  explicit." 

"  They  very  probably  allude  to  the 
afiairs  of  Luchese,  $ind  will  perhaps  be 
necessary  ip  the  adjustment  of  that 
business,"  said  the  countess.  "  If  you 
would  entrust  them  to  me,  count  Giorgio, 
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for  a  short  time,  I  should  not  be  dilatory 
in  repaying  the  obligation,  and  will  re-- 
turn  them  when  called  for." 

**  The  instant  I  have  made  myself  mas- 
ter of  their  contents,  they  shall  be  at  the 
service  of  your  excellenza,  if,  consistently 
with  my  honour,  I  can  part  from  them.** 

"  You  must  be  aware,  signor  conde,"' 
continued  the  persevering  lady,  **  that 
there  are  in  all  families  various  domestic 
'.;arrangements,  which  it  is  uncomfortable 
to  all  parties  to  have  disclosed  to  those- 
who  are  not  deeply  interested  in  them,^ 
and  such  may  be  the  case  with  the  papers 
Accursi  has  deposited  in  your  hands.  I 
would  willingly  redeem  them  unread^  at 
any  price,  eft  at  least  must  be  most  anx- 
ious to  know  where  th^  are  deposited,  in 
case  of  accidents  to  yourself,  which  Heft- 
ven  forbid,  as  you  wish  them  not  to  fall 
into  other  hands,  I  presume,  than  those 
in  which  Delia  Bardia  himself  faaS  place^d 
them." 

The  bribe  thus  held  out  might  haVe 
purchased  the  accordance  of  thd  Greek  tb> 
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any  terms,  bi>t  be  hoped  to  get  the  lady 
more  completely  in  his  power,  and  was 
not  fully  aware  of  the  strength  of  those 
ties  by  whicK  he  held  her  in  subjection. 

"  The  solemn  pledge  which  I  have  given 
to  my  lamented  friend  upon  this  subject, 
is  my  only  nK)tive  for  not  complying  in- 
stantly with  the  wish  of  your  excellenza,'' 
he  replied,.  "  and  whatever  may  be  the 
contents  of  them,  I  trust  you  may  rely  upon 
my  honour  and  secrecy^  in  their  being 
buried  in  oblivion  as  deeply  as  if  commk- 
ted  to  the  fiUimes  unopened." 

''  I  possess  both  the  means  and  indina- 
tiou  to  be  grateful,  count  Giorgio,  for  any 
obligation  you  may  confer^  though  you 
still  object  to  favour  me,  in  the  highest 
possible  way,  by  the  immediate  restoration 
of  the  deeds:  but  you  have  not  yet  relieved 
my  mind  tVom  its  natural  auxiety  respect- 
ing the  present  place  in  which  these  secret 
records  are  kept." 

"  Tliat  they  are  perfectly  secure  your 
excellenza  may  rely :  more  I  am  not  per- 
mitted to  say," 
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The  countess  was  disappointed  and  pro- 
voked ;  but  it  was  not  expedient  for  her  to 
irritate  the  count ;  and  after  a  few  more 
fruitless  efforts  at  discovery,  she  desisted 
for  the  present,  and  entered  upon  general 
topics  of  conversation. 

'*  The  baroness  della  Bardia  has,  I  pre- 
sume, been  informed  of  the  deatl)  of  her 
lord  T  said  the  Greek. 

•*  The  continued  state  of  bustle  and  fa- 
tigue in  which  all  our  attendants  have 
been  kept  by  the  funerals  of  the  baroness 
Solanto  and  Gilberto,  have  prevented  don 
Sigismund  hitherto  from  having  any  com- 
munication with  his  sister ;  but  I  believe 
it  is  his  intention  to  invite  lier  over  short- 
ly to  Bivonia,  and  there  too  the  obsequies 
of  Della  Bardia  are  celebrated;  but  I 
doubt  not  Francisca  will  prefer  returning 
to  her  convent*" 

'*  It  is  melancholy  to  think  of  such 
charms  being  sacrificed  to  the  rigour  of  a 
monastic  life,"  said  the  count. 

^'  It  has  always  been   my  daughter's^ 
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chsiec^  sod  now^  I  doobt  not^  bat  k  Will 
be  still  raoie  earnestly  so,  since  ber  ea- 
Ifsgeroent  bas  ended  so  fatally*'^ 

**  Hie  lepiigBaiioe  of  tbe  ladj  to  her 
matrimwiial  oonnexion  appeared  extreme,'^ 
lepfied  the  Greek ;  ^  but  it  might  be  ti- 
midity and.  refierre  inddental  to  her  se- 
cluded cducBtkm.'* 

^  She  has  ahrays  expressed  the  warmest 
admifatibn  for  Ae  recrement  of  Santa  Ca-- 
terina^  and  I  wouM  not  willingly  induoe^ 
ber  again  to  ^it  it,*^  was  the  answer  oC 
tlie  lady ;  and  after  a  few  minutes  viore  of 
nnimportant  eonvansation^  the  count  re- 
tired to  reflect  on  the  erents  of  the  in- 
terview, and  the  countess  CaTtabellotta 
to  devise  means  to  circumvent  his  pur- 
poses^ ajid  wrest  the  documents  from  his 
possession.  Upon  the  s«bject  of  Pietro 
she  had  not  ventured  to  make  any  inqui- 
ries; but  she  had  convinced  herself  that 
upon  the  wary  Greek  ber  ehief  care  must 
now  be  placed^  eithes  to  purchase  his  si- 
fence,  OF  secure  him  by  death  or  imj^nson^- 

€tut  ftom.  betraying  bet. 
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Intelligence  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
viceroy  was  not  long  in  reaching  count 
Luna  arid  his  partisans,  who  lost  no  time 
in  preparing  for  resistance,  by  strengthen- 
ings in  every  ix)ssible  way,  the  fortifica- 
tions of  his  castle  at  Bivonia,  whither  he 
removed  with  all  his  firiends  and  adherents,, 
his  raftks  having  been  considerably  re- 
cruited by  the  numbers  who  had  joined, 
him  after  the  fall  of  donGiacomo.  The  lady 
Costanza  di  Solanto  was  also  conveyed  tO) 
tI)efottnes^,.and' again  Adriano  vehemently 
pressed'  the  celebration  of  the  nuptials; 
but  the  health  of  Costanza  appeared  to 
have  suflfered'  considerably  from  the  late 
events,,  and  Sigismund  was  too  sincerely 
attached  to  hei?,  notwithstanding  the  treat- 
ment he  received,,  to.  proceed  to  any  mea- 
sures which  might  tend  to  increase  her 
malady,,  or  risk  her  life^  which  he  feared 
would  be  the  conseqiience  of'  using  force,, 
to  a  spirit  so  high  snd  independent.     He 
therefore  resisted  all  the  arguments  of 
Adriano^  and  even  reproached  him,  for  the* 
ai  success  of  some  of  the  previous  schemoc^ 
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he  had  devised  for  bringing  the  unioh  to 
the  wished-for  condusion. 

Peralta  had  long  been  aeeustomed  to 
bear  with  the  violence  and  hasty  temper 
of  his  kinsman,  but  bis  efid  was  now 
gained.  He  had,  thiough  his^  means,  ob- 
tained a  full  and  complete  revenge  against 
the  baron  Pandolfina,  and  neither  the  ties 
of  kindred,  the  bonds  of  friendshq),.  or  the 
calls  of  honour,  would  have  kept  him  longer 
with  the  party,  who  he  perceived  were 
approaching  the  end  of  their  prosperous 
career,  could  he  have  made  a  separate 
treaty  for  himself,  and  by  betrayiag  the 
cause  of  which  he  had  been  the  original 
support,  have  gained  advantageous  terms; 
but  it  was  understood  that  the  most  in- 
flexible justice  would  follow  the  victory  of 
their  opponents,  and  that  none  would  he 
received  to  mercy  who  had  been  concern- 
ed W  the  various  acts  of  assassination 
CoimnHted  during  the  insurrection.  His 
safety,  therefore,  like  that  of  the  rest  of  the 
party,  consisted  only  in  a  strict  union  of 
tlieir  forces,  by  which  they  might  compel 
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tfad*  vioenegftl  commanders  to  compromise 
theaffkir^  and  pass  a  general  act  of  am- 
nesty.r  and  although  the  baron  Adriano 
had  not  now  the  same  motives  and  pur- 
poses in  view^  as  had*  hitherto  induced 
■him  to  Submit  to  the  humours  of  count 
LiUna,  still  he  considered  it  politic  to  keep 
on  terms  with  him ;  and  after  a  slight, 
though  vrith  him  unusual  remonstrance, 
•he  bore  the  reproaches  of  his  chieftain 
quietly,,  and  olBered  little  contradiction 
to  the  complaints  alleged  against  him^ 

On  the  tiding  of  the  approach  of  the 
troops  being  brought,  the  most  vigorous 
preparations  were  made  ;  the  whole  of  the 
spoil  wa&  removed  by  its  difievent  posses* 
sors  to  Bivonia,  as.  the  most  secure  asylum, 
and  aU  who  liad  ranged  themselves  be- 
neath  the  banners  of  Loina  and  Peralta> 
knowing  that  their  existence  depended  oa 
their  courage  and  exertions,  made  ready 
for  the  storm  with  all  the  spirit  they  pos^ 
sessed. 

It  was  determined.  Uiat  they  should  eui- 
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dearour,  by  striking  a  panic  into  their 
enemies,  to  induce  them  to  listen  to  terms^ 
before  tlie  strength  of  the  respective  par- 
ties could  be  brought  to  a  trial,  and  by 
not  waiting  the*  attack,  shew  how  little 
they  feared  the  powers  which  could  be 
ImHiglit  against  them^ 

Calandrino^  Pietro  Infonitefhet^  and 
count  Gioi^,  vdlunteered  their  services 
in  condncti^g  an  ambuscade..  Their  ofier 
was  accepted,  and  a  position  taken  up  in> 
a  narrow  pass  amongst  the  bills^  between^ 
Castronovo  and  Sciacca,.  from  whenee,^ 
after  having  done  M^hat  injui^''  they  could 
to  the  advanced  guard  of  their  adversaries 
they  might,  with  little  difficulty,  escape 
to  the  shelter  of  Bivonia; 

The  Imperial  tpoups,  unsuspecting  any 
danger,  and  relying  upon  the  terror  their 
approach  would  excite  among  the  rebelsj 
advanced  in  an  unguarded  and  disorderly 
manner ;  and  had  not  the  partisans  of  Lu- 
na been  premature  in  their  attack,  might 
have  received  a  severe  blow ;,  but  the  sig^ 
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nal  was  given  injudioiously  early,  and  be- 
f(H^  any  considerable  number  had  enter^ 
thepass. 

*  A  panic  seized  the  advancing  army,  and 

•  they  retreated  towards  the  main  body, 
leaving  thirty  of  their  number  dead  upon 
the  field.  Federico  and  Gaetaiio  wene 
fl^mongst  the  first  to  rally  the  flying  sol- 
diers, and  leading  them  bade  gallantly  to 
the  charge,  their  enemies  retired  from 
their  portion,  and  succeeded  ih  reaching 
Bivonia  without  any  loss;. 

The  Imperial  forces  advanced  without 
any  farther  interruption  to  Sciacca,.  de- 
taching a  sufficient  body  to  wateh  the  mo* 
tions  of  the  enem^%  and  guard  the  ave^ 
nues  to  the  fortress,  to  prevent  the  fUture 
assaults  or  flight  of  the  garrison^  A  mes* 
senger  was  dispatched  by  count  Luna  tOi 
the  commander  of  the  forces,  but  he  was 
instantly  sent  back,,  with  an  order  for  the 
tmconditiimal  surrender  €ii  the  place,  and 
all  the  offenders,  and  denouncing  the  se- 
verest punishment  against  those  who  re^ 
aist^.  ThelLves  of  those  who  had  not  been. 
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immediately  ootioemed  in  the  murders  of 
Ferollo,  Statella,  or  Ferrafa,  or  in  open 
arms  against  them,  were  the  only  exeep- 
ti<His  mBde,  and  even  these  were  not  to 
be  granted,  if  they  remained  in  the  fortress 
after  the  summons  to  surrender  had  been 
rejected* 

This  answer  shewed  a  firmness  which 
count  Luna  did  not  expect  frona  tlie  ge- 
neral after  the  success  he  had  obtained; 
and  the  desertion  of  the  barone  del  Nadore 
during  the  night  produced  a  general  sen. 
sation  throughout  the  garrison,  which 
jaugured  iU  for  the  steadiness  of  their  reso- 
lution. Del  Nadore  had  indeed  not  ap* 
peared  personally  in  any  of  the  acts  of  hos- 
tility ;  but  he  had  been  amongst  the  first 
to  join  the  standard  of  count  Liina.  He 
had  quitted  his  post  as  a  magistrate  of  the 
city,  and  during  the  whole  proceeding,  re- 
mained with  tlie  party  as  their  aider  and 
abettor.  This  he  now  pretended  to  say 
was  merely  an  act  of  self-preservation ;  he 
called  every  saint  to  witness  the  remon- 
strances he  had  made  to  don  Sigisraund, 
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and  the  dangers  he  had  run  in  opposing 
his  outrageous  proceedings,  and  with  the 
most  abject  meanness  implored  that  bis 
life  might  be  spared,  under  any  circum- 
stances, however  severe,  which  the  cle- 
mency of  the  vicCToy  chose  to  decree. 

As  the  baron  had  not  stained  lus  hands 
in  the  blood  which  was  shed,  he  might  be 
included  in  the  promise  made  by  the  ge- 
neral, and  it  was  not  considered  politic  to 
act  with  severity  to  the  first  deserter  who 
had  obeyed  thj^  summons,  and  submitted 
himself  peaceably.  It  was  hoped  and  ex-> 
pected  that  the  example  of  a  p^'son  of 
Del  Nadore's  rank,  thus  coming  over  and 
shewing  the  bad  opinion  he  had  of  the 
cause  in  which  he  was  exigaged,  might 
have  great  weight  with,  the  inferior  sol* 
diery ;  and  the  barone  was  accordingly  re- 
ceived to  mercy,  and  publicly  conducted 
through  the  streets  of  the  city  to. a  plaoe 
of  secuiity,  till  his  future  destiny  could  be 
properly  determined. 
,  The  feelings  of  Federicoi,;  on  .approach* 
ing  Sdaccaa  were  such  as  all  must  compai^ 
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sionate,  and  the  most  considerate  attenti<m 
was  shewn  him  by  all  the  cheers.  He 
could  not  but  remember  how  recently  he 
had  viewed  its  ^  distant  spires,"  with  such 
buoyant  feelings  of  delight  and  hope  ^ 
his  present  distress  told  him  he  should 
feel  no  more;  and  perhaps  his  presenti- 
ments were  right;  for  even  when  time 
has  taken  off  the  keen  edge  of  sorrow,  jcy 
does  not  necessarily  succeed,  and  there  is 
in  youth  itself  a  capability  dTbrilliant  hap- 
piness, of  which  no  suc(5eBses  in  after  life 
can  ever  bring  a  repetin6n.  When  we 
have  lived  long,  and  learned  how  often 
we  welcome  what  it  were  better  to  rgect, 
we  consider  befin^  we  rejoice;  and  while 
we  consider  the  first  bright  hue  of  pleasure 
has  passed  away,  and  though  we  may  be 
gainers  by  our  gratifications  being  more 
lasting,  still  it  is  uncertain  whether  we  do 
not,  in  the  loss  of  our  enthusiasm  to  enjoy 
them,  piy  too  costly  a  price  for  their  du- 
rability. 

Pignatelli  rode  by  the  side  of  his  friend; 
it  was  too  soon  to  attempt  consolation,  and 
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he  felt  for  bim  in  silence.  As.  they  came 
Mrithin  sight  of  Perollo  Castlei,  Federicb 
looked  at  Gaetano,  and  pointed  to  the 
dii^HQtled  towers;  he  could  not  speak, 
but  his  look  was  doquent  in  grief. 

Wh^  they  entered  the  dty,  the  change 
was  still  greater  in  the  appearance  of  ereiy 
tiling  around  than  could  have  been  ima- 
gined ;  instead  of  the  beautiful  dty  they  had 
ridden  through  a  month  beffbre,  where  all 
was  life,  wealth,  and  bustle,  th^  now  saw 
ruins  in  every  direction ;  the  roc^s,  wfaddi 
had  echoed  to  sounds  of  gladness  at  their 
appioacby  were  now  tenantless  or  destroy;* 
ed.  Fedevico's  thoughts  could  scarody 
for  a  moment  wander  frcmi  his  loved  and 
murdered  father,  a^d  SciAcca  seemed  to 
hini  like  one  vast  tomb  to  his.  memory.; 
his  manly  figure,  splendid  costume,  and 
cheerful  countenance,  as  he  had  so  c^n 
seen  him  in  these  now-desarted  streets, 
seemed,  in  his  mind's  eye,  perpetually  op- 
posed to  the  degrading  condition  in  whidi 
bis  lifeless  form  had  so  lately  traversed 
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these  same  paths ;  and,  in  the  agony  of  Ins 
feelings,  he  thought  tliat  one  great  sacri- 
fice of  all  connected  with  L#iina  and  Pe- 
ralta,  would  be  too  small  a  revenge  for  his 
father's  individual  wrongs. 

Their  headquarto^  while  the  troops 
remained  in  Sciacca,  it  had  been  previous* 
ly  agreed,  should  be  at  the  house  of  Fran- 
cisco Perollo  (one  of  the  giurati  who  had 
escaped) ;  and  when  they  arrived  there, 
the  distress  bf  Federioo  had  arisen  to  such 
a  hdlght,  that  Gaetano  feared  for  his  senses, 
and  determined  not  to  let  him  see  the  ba- 
roness in  that  state ;  he  therefore  requested 
him  to  wait  while  he  sent  a  messenger  to 
don  Paolo,  that  his  too-sudden  appearance 
might  not  overpower  his  mother,  and  dur- 
ing the  interval  this  gave  him,  endeavour- 
ed to  sooth  him  to  more  composure. 

Don  Paolo  came  to  them  instantly,  and 
as  Federico  threw  himself  into  his  arms, 
he  said — "  Oh,  what  a  home  am  I  return- 
ed  to !  Why,  why  did  I  go  away  ?  why 
did  I  leave  him  whom  I  ought  to  have 
died  to  save  ?" 
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**  Calm  yourself,  my  dear  child,"  said 
don  Paolo,  in   a  voice  scarcely  audible 
from  emotion,  "  and  do  not  add  to  what 
yjou  must  feel  by  useless  and  undeserved 
self-reproaches ;    rather    thank   Heaven, 
which  mercifully  ordained  that  you  should 
be  preserved  as  a  stay  to  your  widowed 
mother  and  her  orphaned  children,  and  a 
chief,  under  whose  banners  your  father's 
death  may  be  avenged,  and  your  family  : 
again  collected  in  peace.    In  all  our  trials, 
there  is  always  something  to  be  thankful 
for.    The  child  of  your  friend,  don  Gae- 
tano»  now  more  than  repays  her  adopted 
mother's  kindness,  and  the  comfort  she 
has  been  to  her,  in  this  season  of  affliction^ 
has  been  far  greater  than  any  which  hu* 
man  wisdom  could  have  devised.     Now 
compose  yourself,  Federico;  we  will  go 
to  your  mother.    Do  not  agitate  her  by 
your  grief;  her  own  is  sufficient ;  but  she 
bears  it,  as  indeed  she  does  every  thing, 
with  the  patience  of  a  woman,  and  the 
fortitude  of  a  man.    I  only  fear^  when  I 
witness  it,  that  such  grief  will  not  soon 
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yield.  Signor  Pignatelli^  do  not  leave  us; 
your  presence,  after  the  first  few  minutes, 
will  relieve  us  all,  and  the  support  you 
will  be  to  the  spirits  of  her  children  can- 
not fiiil  to  communicate  itself  to  the  heart 
of  the  baroness.** 

When  they  reached  Santa  Martha,  Fe- 
derico  could  scarcely  support  himself,  and 
when  shewn  to  the  apartment  where  his 
mother  was  alone,  he  felt  at  first  unable  to 
enter ;  but  at  last  making  a  violent  efibrt 
fw  composure,  he  opened  the  door.  The 
alteration  which  her  sufferings  had  made 
in  her  appearance  was  so  great,  that  not- 
withstanding the  full  occupation  of  his 
thoughts,  he  started  with  alarm  at  the 
sight.  She  tried  to  rise  from  her  seat 
when  she  saw  her  son,  but  could  not,  and 
he  could  only  throw  himself  on  his  knees 
before  her,  clasp  her  in  his  arms,  and  give 
way  to  the  bitterness  of  sorrow. 

.  The  instant  that  Federico  left  them,  don 
Paolo  had  inquired  for  Marguerita  and  the 
children ;  she  was  very  much-  affected  at 
seeuig  Gaetano;  with  him  always  came 
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the  remembrance  of  her  &ther9  and  the 
affection  he  had  expressed  for  him;  and 
this  was  not  a  time  for  such  things  ta  ^ 
h§  forgotten.  Marguerita,  like  all  the 
rest  of  the  party,  was  faded  by  watching 
and  tears;  but  Gaetano  thought  her 
paleness  now  better  than  beauty,  and  felt 
his  interest  in  her  increased  beyond  mea- 
sure in  his  short  but  eventful  absence. 
The  respectful  tenderness  of  his  manner 
towards  her  was  more  grateful  now  than 
it  could  ever  have  been  before,  and  was 
more  expressive  than  any  professions  he 
could  have  made. 

.After  a  very  short  time,  don  Paolo 
proposed  their  going  to  the  baroness—^ 
".This  first  interview  with  Federico,*'  he 
said,  ^^  must  be  too  painful  to  both  of  them, 
for  us  to  leave  it  long  uninterrupted,  and 
aU  together  we  shall  be  less  distressing 
than  any  one  singly." 

When  Gaetano  appeared,  it  caused  the 
baroness  a  violent  struggle  with  her  feel- 
iqgs  to  obtain  any  thing  like  self-posses- 
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sion ;  years  can  pass  in  thought  with  such 
rapidity,  that  while  he  walked  a  few  paces 
towards  her,  she  had  reviewed  his  arrival 
at  the  Casa  di  Perollo,  seen  again  the  joy- 
ous welcome  and  animated  delight  of  Fan- 
dolfina,  and  compared  them  with  the 
frightful  reverse  which  now  presented  it- 
self; and,  as  Gaetano  stooped  to  kiss  her 
hands,  he  felt  her  tears  fall  silently  on 
his  head,  and  that  she  trembled  exceed- 
ingly. 

For  a  minute  all  were  silent;  there 
seemed  no  safe  subject  to  talk  of;  those 
present  did  but  recall  the  remembrance  of 
the  absent,  and  of  all  the  absent,  they 
could  think  of  none  but  Pandolfina. 

At  length  Gaetano  ventured  to  make 
some  remark  upon  public  affairs,  and  don 
Paolo  exerted  himself  to  inquire  about  the 
probability  of  peace,  and  to  support  some 
sort  of  conversation,  while  Marguerita  en- 
deavoured to  amuse  the  children,  and  pre- 
vent their  asking  any  unfortunate  ques- 
tions, or  giving  to  their  brother  and  his 
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friend  any  details  which  would  disti'ess 
jtheif  mother. 

,  Conversation  in  such  a  party  must  ne- 
cessarily languish,  where  the  thouglits  of 
bll  are  directed  to  the  one  subject,  which 
each  feels  must  not  be  mentioned;  but 
ithe  constr^nt  at  such  times  is  but  adding 
another  pang,  and  gradually  the  objects  of 
their  thoughts  were  brought  to  view,  and 
they  talked  of  the  troops  and  the  com- 
manders, and  the  projected  attack  upon 
Bivonia ;  and  as  the  baroness  became  sen- 
allele  to  fear  for  Federico's  safety,  her  heart 
tpld  her  how  much  she  still  had  to  lose, 
ftnd  she  almost  felt  her  tears  less  bitter,  and 
her  bosom  less  oppressed. 
.  They  all  seemed  ^to  have  gained  some 
degree  of  composure,  when  some  one  en- 
tered the  apartment,  and  addressed  Fede- 
JJGO  as  baron  Pandolfina !  It  was  the  first 
.time  they  had  heard  it.  Federico  covered 
his  fiioe  with  his  hands,  and  sobbed  audi- 
Uy.  The  baroness  seemed  fainting ;  Mar- 
guerita  hastened  to  her,  but  she  said— « 

.    VOL-  IV*  M 
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«  No,  my  love,  I  am  better;  I  must  get 
used  to  this ;  the  shock  I  have  outlived 
must  render  all  others  comparatively 
light.** 

It  was  long  before  the  party  regained 
the  appearance  of  tranquillity ;  but  the 
exertions  of  Gaetano,  Marguerita,  md  doa 
Paolo,  in  some  degree  succeeded,  and  ^ 
remainder  of  the  day  passed  itt'Calm  and 
melancholy  endeavours  of  all  parties  te 
lighten  the  burthen  which  each  was  com« 
pelled  to  bear.  In  the  evening  ibl  eoundl 
of  war  was  held,  to  which  the  two  young 
men  and  don  Paolo  were  summ<!ffied ;  it 
having  been  the  strict  command  of  the 
viceroy,  that  every  possible  attenti<»i  should 
be  shewn  to  Federico,  and  tx)  all  the  friends 
of  the  late  gallant  chieftain  of  the  house 
of  Per  olio. 

The  giurati  of  the  city  were  in  tlie  first 
instance  displaced  from  their  offices,  and 
orders  given  for  the  immediate  appr^en* 
sion  of  tiieir  persons,  with  the  exoeption 
of  Francisco  Perollo.  Pietro  Laurifici^ 
and  his  companions^  Baldasare  and  T^y- 
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onda,  nvbo  had  aonoealed  tlm^raelvts,  ^^M 
ibond  'gtiilty  far  thar  cowandsee :  in  ^deafiort- 
ing  their  posts,  4Mid  leaviog  don  ^YdOofioo 
and  Stat^  unsuppotted  by  Hke  amfitit 
t\ie  citizens,  by  which  itheymij^lit^bave 
been  in  all  probability  safely  defended. 

It  was  also  determined  that  the  troops 
should  rest  for  a  day  or  two,  leaving  the 
avenues  to  Bivonia  guarded  so  effectually 
as  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  insurgents, 
and  then  by  a  general  assault  endeavour 
to  carry  the  fortress. 

To  encourage  the  soldiers,  the  plunder 
was  promised  them ;  and  the  panic  excited 
by  the  unexpected  attack  upon  them  on 
their  way,  was  soon  dissipated  in  the  de- 
sire of  an  opportunity  to  get  such  a  booty. 
Orders  were  given  through  the  whole 
body,  that  any  ladies  who  might  be  met 
with  in  the  castle  should  be  treated  with 
the  utmost  respect,  and  instantly  con« 
ducted  to  the  general. 

Don  Paolo,  in  consequence  of  having 
surrendered  lumself  a  prisoner  to  the  party 
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of  don  Sigismundy  could  not  act  in  hos- 
tility to  them ;  but  no  entreaties  were  aUe 
to  prevent  Federico  from  joining  in  the 
expedition*  to  revenge  the  outrages  com- 
mitted against  his  &ther. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

And  flame  for  flamey  ^nd  blood  for  blood,  must  tell. 
The  tide  of  triumph  ebbs  that  flowed  too.  weii. 

Lord  Btron. 

DuRiNO  the  two  days  which  the  troops 
remained  in  Sciacca,  to  recover  from  the 
fetigue  of  their  rapid  march  from  Mes- 
sina, the  party  of  don  Sigismund  lost  se* 
vcaral  of  their  number  by  desertion*  The 
rejection  of  all  term»  but  those. of  uncon* 
ditional  surrender,  instead  of  exciting  the 
courage  of  desperation,  had  depressed  the 
spirits  of  the  men,  and  count  Luna  now 
felt  the  loss  of  the  gallant  Luchese,  the 
undaunted  boldness  of  Accursi  d'Amato, 
and  the  intrejHd  eodness  of  Gilberto, 
which  were  but  ill  supplied  by  the  vaciU. 
lating  irresolution  of  Mauridt  the  crooked 
policy  of  Adriano,  and  the  rash  and  ill- 
directed  impetuosity  of  Calogero  Calan-^. 
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drino,  who  were  now  his  principal  ad- 
visers. 

During  the  attack  upon  Ferollo»  he  had 
lost  the  flower  of  bis  tsoops,  aiid  the  men 
who  had  since  joined  him  were  a  loose 
undisciplined  multitude,  impatient  of  con- 
trol, and  uninfluenced  by  any  other  feel- 
ing than  that  of  personal  safety,  and  pre- 
pared  to  accept  any  terms  by  which  their 
lives  could  be  spared. 

The  vigour  ^the  first  prepamtions  had 
subsided  in  a  short  time,  and  thoagb  ^ 
success  of  the  Ambuscade  hadT  in  some-^ 
gree  raised  th«r  courage,  yet  it  fell  again 
upon  the  reply  returned  to  the  count  by* 
the  commander  of  the  forces;  arnJ  an  uni- 
versal gloom  hnng  over  the  late  trinm^ 
phant  insurgents. 

Don  Sigismund  persevered  in  his  reso^ 
lution  to  defend  himself  to  the  last  tKio^ 
ment,  and  indignantly  rejected  the  advke 
of  Adriano  to  endeavour  to  eseape  to 
llome,  and  there  plead  in  person  for  the 
intercession  of  Clement  in  his^fiivour.  Pe> 
ralta  wo«=ld  willingly  have  persuaded  his 
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kinBinatt  to  abandon  Bivonia  and  his  con- 
nexiona  th^re  to  tb6  vengeance  of  the 
Vio«x>y,  and  by  securing  their  own  per- 
sons, to  preserve  a  remnant  of  the  house 
of  Luna  and  Feralta  from  the  extermi- 
nation with  whid)  it  was  threatened. 

At  length  the  day  arrived  which  was 
destined  to  decide  the  &te  of  Bivo^iia* 
The  troops  marched  soon  after  midnight 
from  Sciacca,  in  high  spirits  from  the  an- 
ticipation of  the  booty  they  hoped  to  ac« 
quirci  and  encouraged  by  the  represent' 
tations  of  the  deserters,  with  the  expeoi 
fation  of  no  difBdult  conquest. 

The  assault  was  ocnmnexicad  with  niu 
daunted  resolution,  and  for  i|  time  i^e 
conflict  was  maintained  with  a  reaistance 
unexpected  by  the  assdiants.  Ai  lengtb 
bdwevisr  a  breadi  wva  efii)ctad.  Fedencd 
and  Gaetano  nulled  iii  at  the  head  w  the 
conquerors,  and  the  partisans  of  Luna 
gave  way  hi  eveiy  ^voctiofi.  Qerosiimo 
Calandrino  fell  by  the  hand  ot  IVrotto, 
who  aought  ei^^ly  in  the  thiekest  of  the 
fight  to  iqeet  witii  Luna  himself.    The 
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person  of  Adriano  was  secured  by  Ga^ 
tano ;  and  Sigismund,  after  beholding  th^ 
extinction  of  his  hopes  and  the  carnage  of 
his  friends,  escaped  through  a  secret  pas- 
sage which  led  beyond  the  castle  wallsL 

Amoi^st  the  slain  were  Geronimo  Ca-' 
landrino,  Pietro  Imbiagnia,  and  Infbnta- 
tanetta.  Calogero  Cahtndrino  was  made 
prisoner  after  a  desperate  resistance,  and 
having  receiyed  numberless  wounds; 
Count  Giorgio  was  discorered  in  a  pri-' 
vate  apartment;  but  it  did  not  appear 
from  whom  he  received  his  death.  Ohcf 
deep  wound  in  the  back,  as  if  inflicted 
upon  him  in  his  flight,  was  the  only  mark 
upon  his  person;  and  it  was  not  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Greek  to  turn  his  face  from 
danger :  his  fate  however  was  almost  un- 
noticed in  the  general  slaughter,  and  thef 
short-lived  wonder  it  excited  was  soon  for- 
gotten. 

The  principal  captives  were  Adriano, 
Marco  Luchese, .  the  two  brothers  of  Im- 
biagnia,  and  several  nobles,  who  had  at- 
tached themselves  to  the  party  of  count 
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Xuna.  They  were  all  immediately  march* 
ed  under  a  strong  guard  to  Sciaoca^  and 
lodged  in  the  prisons  of  the  city* 

With  frantic  impatience,  PeroUo  had 
cut  his  way  through  all  opposition ;  the 
remembrance  of  his  wrongs  gave  him  re» 
sistless  strength,  and  he  was  also  fighting 
for  the  release  of  Costanza  from  persecu^- 
tion  and  ciqstiyity.  Pignatelli  kept  as 
near  to  his  friend  as  possible  during  the 
conflict,  and  whithersoever  they  directed 
their  steps,  the  enemy  fell  before  them* 
The  instant  the  castle  was  gained,  and  the 
insurgents  had  ceased  from  opposition^ 
Federico  demanded  of  a  prisoner  where 
c^ount  Luna  had  confined  his  captives? 
The  man  himself  could  give  no  infohno* 
tion^  but  offered  to  point  out  some  one 
who .  could,  and  directed  Federico  to  an 
elderly  man  who  was  a  confidential  ser- 
vant of  count  Luna.  Ferollo  inquired  if 
he  Could  direct  him  to  the  apartment  of 
the  captive. 

After  some  hesitati(Hi,  he  was  answered 

in  the  affibmative* 

m8 
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.  "« Ccniad  me  thilhcr  imtalUiy,*'  said 
Ok  iinpafittt  PeroUow 

!'  I  ha^  not  the  k^s  of  the  tovra; 
ligiior/ 

^  We  went  no  k^s;  point  out  the 
wkff  end  we  will  remove  eveiy  obetede.^ 

The  men  led  to  the  interior  of  the 
boUdtng,  and  aaeending  the  stairoi»e  of 
Mie  of  the  tnweis  most  remote  from  the 
point  of  attack^  shewed  a  high  and  mas* 
sixnedcx>r,  which  was  firmly  fastened,  and 
resisted  all  the  efforts  of  Fedeneo  and 
Gaetano.  They  summoned  some  of  their 
men,  and»  after  a  little  trouble,  succeeded 
in  forcing  tlie  door. 

^  Therc  is  one  prisoner,  signor,  confined 
in  the  principal  chamber  of  this  tower, 
and  another  in  the  dungeons  beneath,  but 
I  know  of  no  more  in  the  castle.^' 

Federico  scarcely  listened  to  the  speaker^ 
hot  fiew  forward  tlie  instant  the  fastenings 
Weie  removed,  to .  assure  his  Costanza  of 
her  liberty  and  safety  ;  he  threw  open  th^ 
inner  door  with  the  eagerness  of  a  loyer, 
and  behead,  not  Costanza,  but  her  father^ 
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the  baron  di  Solanto»  alon^.  Mid  waiting 
in  luixious  astonisliment  the  eyent  of  the 
tumultit  which  raged  round  bi^  priso^i.  . 

**  Signer  Perollo,"  he  exclaimed*  "  and 
I^natelli  too !  Then  am  I  again  restored 
to  liberty*'* 

*'  Where  is  donna  .Co^tansa,  signor  ?** 
asked  Perollo^  hastily » 

"  Anywhere,  I  trust,  but-  in  this  abode 
of  violence  i>nd  tyranny.** 

**  We  must  seek  her  instantly,  or  count 
Luna  may  attempt  to  remove  her  beyond 
the  power  of  rescue.** 

^  Is  it  possible/*  exclaimed  the  baron^ 
^  that  Sigismund  di  Luna  knew  of  my 
imprisonment*  or  extended  his  outrages 
to  my  unprotected  child  ?'* 

**  We  have  no  time  at  present*  signor^ 
fi>r  explanations ;  let  us  seek  the  signora 
without  delay,** 

^  The  man  who  guided  us  hither***  said 
PignatelU*  **  mentioned  another  captive* 
who  was  inclosed  in  the  dungeon  be. 
neath.** 

•  *V  Surely  not  even  the  barbarity  of 
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LiUnft  could  have  consigned  tbe  signbra  <£ 
Sdanto  to  such  a  place,''  replied  Fede- 
rico;  "  buf  we  will  ascertain  it  speedily .** 

Having  feiroed  the  doors  to  the  dark 
recess  under  the  tower,  they  reached  the 
melancholy  cell  of  a  being  whose  appear- 
ance was  scarcely  human ;  squalid  misery, 
in  all  its  extremest  horrors^  was  depicted 
in  the  unhappy  creature,  who  was  found 
chained  to  the  wall  of  this  dark  and  dreary 
prison.  The  appearance  of  his  deliverers 
produced  a  wild  and  inarticulate  cry,  which 
made  them  at  first  fear  for  his  senses. 

Perollo  waited  to  inquire  no  farther, 
and  Gaetano  commanding  every  care  to 
be  taken  of  the  miserable  victim,  followed 
liis  friend  and  the  baron  Solanto  to  the 
court  above.  Federico  now  seemed  wild 
with  anxiety,  and  impatiently  made  his 
way,  still  attended  by  the  baron  and  Pig- 
natelli,  to  the  great  Iwill  of  the  castle, 
where  the  general  was  giving  orders  for 
the  pursuit  of  Sigismund,  who  had  es- 
ea{Krd  during  the  tumult.  A  group  of 
offiic^rs  surrounded  him,  and  by  his  ^idc 
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iBtood  a  female  in  deep  mourning;  and 
closely  veiled. 

As  the  three  gentlemen  entered,  she 
turned  her  head»  and  exclaiming-««^*  My 
father!  oh,  my  father!"  burst tlurough^the 
crowd,  and  in  an  instant  was  hanging  on 
the  neck  of  die  baron  Solanto. 

^  I  had  intanded  this  fair  prize  for  you^ 
baron  Pandolfina,"  said  the  commander ; 
'^  but  she  seems  to  have  discovered  one 
who  has  claims  to  which  all  others  must 
give  place.'* 

Costanza  wept  for  some  minutes  in  her 
father's  arms,  wlio»  as  he  clasped  her  to  his 
bosom,  was  scarcely  less  affected. 

"  Where  is  your  mother,  my  beloved 
child  ?^  he  asked  with  some  hesitation. 

Costansa  looked  at  her  mourning  dressy 
and  a  fresh  burst  of  sorrow  told  the  me- 
lancholy tale. 

**  The  present  scene  is  not  odculated 
fyr  ex]danations,  signer,**  said  die  com- 
mander, **  and  we  can  affcnd  you,  I  fear,  no 
means  of  privacy ;  but  an  escort  to  Sdacca 
is  instantly  at  your  service,imd  the  sooner 
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the  bdy  is  retnoTed  from  this  pboe  tike 
better;  you  will  command  in  all  things 
my  assistance.  My  orders  are  to  raze  this 
fortress  to  the  ground,  and  to  secure  the 
pei«ons  of  c6unt  Luna  and  his  adherenta 
The  count  has,  I  am  sorry  to  say»  escaped 
us  for  the  present ;  but'  I  bare  sent  out 
parties  in  all  directions,  and  trust  we  shall 
still  capture  the  chief  of  these  daring  in^ 
surgents." 

Solanto  could  only  comprehend  part  of 
this  address,  but  he  expressed  his  thanks 
to  the  dfficer,  and  looking  towards  Cos- 
tanza,  she  implored  him  tatake  her  to  the 
baroness  Pandolfina. 

"  My  mother,*'  said  FedericQ,  "  ha^ 
found  an  asylum  at  the  convent  of  Santa 
Martha,  and  with  all  the  Welcome  she 
can  now  give,  will  most  readily  receive 
the  lady  Cos  tanza  into  her  company  of 


mourners.'* 


A  lettiga  was  prep^ed  without  delays 
and  in  it  the  baron  Solanto  and  his  daugh- 
ter proceeded  towards  Sciacea»  accompa- 
nied by  Perollo,  Fignatelli,.  axid  a  sndatt 
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{wrt^  of  the  ctvalry.  As  th«y.  Were 
iqiiitting  BWcmii^  oae  of  the  people  itk 
whoee  htncU  the  wfetcfaed  captive  had 
been  left,  appvoacbed  to  speak  to  Fede- 
irioo. 

**  The  perscm  you  gave  into  our  cuiSN 
^  tody,  signor,  offisrs  to  confiass  some  sedret 
of  importance.'' 

*'  Let  him  then  he  conducted  to  the 
general,  who  will  act  as  he  thinks  proper,?' 
replied  Perollo,  as  he  listened  alter  the 
lettiga. 

On  their  way  to  Sciacca,  Costanza  nar^ 
rated,  as  intelligibly  as  slie  could, theevents 
which  had  succeeded  her  father's  sudden 
and  mysterious  departure^  the  shock  it 
had  given  to  her  mother's  health,  the 
kindness  of  the  Perollo  family,  and  the 
dreadful  catastrophe  which  had  rendered 
their  hospitable  mansion  no  longer  her 
abode.  Of  the  conduct  c£  Luna,  she 
could  not  think  with  composure,  and  the 
mention  of  her  mother's  death  caused  oon«> 
siderable  interruption  to  her  tale^  both  from 
her  own  distress  and  that  of:her&theit 
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Upon  the  first  rumour  of  danger,  Lima 
had  caused  her  to  be  eonvejred  to  Bivoni% 
and  though  treated  wiUi  the  greatest  re* 
tpeet^  yet  she  was  watched  with  the  cau* 
tion  of  a  prisoner.  Upon  the  approach  of 
the  troo{»  to  the  attack,  don  Sigismund 
had  sought  her  apartmeot,  and  in  the 
most  passionate  terms  implored  her  pity 
and  forgiveness ;  entreating  that  if  he  fell 
in  the  ensuing  action,  she  would  endea* 
vour  to  efl&ce  from  her  memory  the  c^« 
fences  which  his  love  had  induced  him  to 
commit. 

Costanza,  weak  and  dispirited,  implored 
him  in  a  manner  which  she  had  not  before 
condescended  to  assume,  that  if  he  hoped 
for  any  diminution  in  her  indignation,  he 
would  relieve  her  anxiety  respecting  her 
father.  Luna  was  overpowered  by  his 
emotion,  and  trembled  violentiy;  Cos* 
tanza  renewed  her  supplications.  He  was 
about  to  reply,  when  he  was  summoned 
to  the  defence  of  his  castie,  and  a  peal  of 
ordnance  hurried  him  away  to  the  walls 
without  a  moment  for  explanation  ( 
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The  daughter  d*  Solanto  had  aWaited 
in  the  extremest  agitati<Mi  the  event  of 
the  attack,  for  she  ^till  hoped  that  the 
complete  subjugation  of  Ltina  and  hi» 
party  would  throw  some  light  upon  the 
mysterious  loss  oi  her  father ;  and  whea 
the  count  was  no  longer  present,  the  im- 
pression which  his  anguish  had  at  the  time 
made  upon  her  feelings,  faded  before  the 
recollection  of  her  mother's  death,  the 
murder  of  PeroUo,  the  agony  she  siifiered 
on  her  father's  account,  and  all  the  train 
of  Sorrows  which  had  been  brought  on  by 
the  violence  of  her  persecutor.  She  there* 
fore  ardently  prayed  that  victory  might 
crown  the  party  of  the  assailants. 

The  clang  of  arms  in  th^  interior,  and 
the  cessatimi  of  the  artiUery^  prodaitned 
the  entrance  of  the  troops.  All  her  at- 
tendants, except  old  Beatrice^  had  fled; 
and  when  the  invaders  burst  into  h^  rbom,^ 
she  was  found  endeavouring  to  support 
her  &ithful  nurse,  who  was  nearly  dead 
with  terror.  The  men  w1m>  were  entering^ 
paused  at  the  doorway^  and  assured  her« 
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tbat  they  bad  strict  orders  to  sbew  the 
tadies  in  the  castle  every  possible  respect, 
and  begged  to  be  allowed  to  conduct  her 
fo  the  general. 

Costaiiza  complied  without  hesitation, 
and  was  conducted  to  the  great  haQ^  where 
she  was  received  with  every  attention  by 
the  commander,  who  was  just  informing 
her  that  the  young  baron  Pandolfina  was 
anxiously  seeking  her,  when  Federico  en- 
tered the  hali«  followed  by  her  father  and 
Gaetano. 

In  her  first  moments  of  joy  at  meeting 
her  lost  parent,  the  daughter  of  Solanto 
had  paid  little  attention  to  PeroUo,  who 
did  not  intrude  upon  her  notice,  but  felt 
happier  than  he  had  done  for  some  time, 
in  thus  contributing  to  her  release,  and 
restoring  her  to  the  protection  of  her  fii- 
ther;  and  as  he  rode  by  the  lettiga,  he 
watched  for  every  opportunity  which 
gave  him  a  view  of  her  features. 

Having  satisfied  the  curiosity  of  the 
baron,  Costanza  sought  to  learn  the  par* 
ticulars  of  his  sudden  disappearance  firomi 


the  casBina  His  adventures  tvc!ra  soon 
tdd ;  he  bad  been  wandering  in  the  ¥al«« 
ley  at  some  dHtenee  6om  his  own  abode^ 
when  heimexpeetedly  felt  fainndf  ariaed 
from  behind  bj  several  persons;  A  doak 
was  tfarowir  over  his  head^  and  be  was: 
dragged  with  gveot  rapidity  to  aome  con^ 
wferable  distance;  he  was  then  to»eova!ed 
fer  an  instant^  when  he  behdid  aerend 
armed  men.  saroand  him,  and  dnd  person 
With  the  viaor  of  his  hefanet  ddsad,  who 
seemed  to  be  th^  director  of  tiie  afiair. 
Sohmto  in  man  endeavoured  iao  shake  o& 
Im  assaihnits;  be  waA  boanMl^  and  againi 
Uitidfolded;  all;  his  enti^atiet.  eotiU  pix>^; 
dnce  no  explanatibok  Henvas  desived  to> 
remian  siieni  undeir  pain  of  deaths-  and 
being  monnted  on  abors^  hewaamade 
secure  to  the  penou  who  was  plaoed  be^ 
fore  faiai»  and  carried^;  at  a  furmia  rate^ 
for  a  eonsideralile  tiiiie.  Dorkig  the  vriiole 
of  that  night  they  remained  dh  their 
horses,  sometioiea  stationary,  as  if  for  the 
purpose  of  concealment^  at  otben^  rapidly' 
moving  on.    When  morning  came,  they 
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•  * 


dimnounted,  and  he  was  led  aome  short 
distance,  when  they  appeared  to  be  mak^^ 
ing  their  way  throng  biishes,  over  a  steep 
and  rugged  path,  and  his  eyes  were  lor  the 
first  time  uncovered  in  some  subterranean 
apartment^  where  refreshment  was  offisred^r' 
and  he  was  Idlowed  to  rest  several  hours, 
stirrounded  by  his  guards,  from  whom  he 
could  still  gain  no  intelligence.  The  per-* 
son  with  his  vizor  closed  nevar  left  him 
for  an  instant,  and  from  his  height,  lUfid' 
the  tone  of  his  voices  as  he  once  or  twice: 
gave  orders^  Solanto  thought  he  i^soog" 
nized  the  baron  Adriano ;  and  as  he  was 
the  only  person  he  could  suppose  to  be 
his  enemy  in  the  island,  he  doubted  not 
but  he  had  caused  him  to  be  Seized,  on 
some  plan  of  revenge.  It  was  in  vain  he 
asked  for  explanation,  atid  he  was  obliged 
to  resign  himself  to  his  &te,  trusting  to 
the  exertions  of  his  friends  for  his  deli«» 
very.  Towards  night  he  was  again  blind* 
folded,  and  led  by  a  winding  ascent,  as  he 
conjectured,  through  some  parts  of  a  large 


LUNA  AND  PEBOLLO.  261 

.  building,  to  the  tower  from  whence  Fe- 

vderioo  had  released  him. 

During  his  long  and  scditary  confine- 

ment,  he  was  treated  with  attention  and 
respect ;  but  the  impenetrable  fidelity  of 
the  person  who  waited  upon  him,  resisted 
every  bribe  which  could  be  made,  either 

.to  aid  his  escape,  convey  the  slightest  in- 
telligence to  his  family,  or  even  infixm 

-  him  where  or  l^  whom  he  was  thus  kept 

•  in  confinement.  Anxiety  for  the  fate  of 
his  wife  and  child,  and  distress  at  their 

jsufienng  for  him,  weighed  heavily  on  his 

mind,  and  had  begun  to  affect  his  health, 

when  he  was  thus  providentially  restwed 

to  liberty  and  peace. 

The  baroness  received  the  lady  Cos- 

.  tanza  and  her  father  with  melancholy  sa- 
tisfaction. Her  joy  at  the  return  of  Fede- 
rico,  safe  and  unwounded,  was  expressed 
in  gratefiil  thanks  to  Heaven,  for  preserv- 
ing to  her  this  solace  and  support  in  her 

.affliction;  and  having  got  over  the  first 

.^hodk  oi  sedng  him  after  the  loss  of  hia 

^fiitber^  she  could  not  endure  to  part  with 
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hkn&am  her  Mght;  md  every  otlier  ftknd, 
though  they  might  Jrit  the  ficst  Intervkiw 
oiuse  «  pangattkeBeofiykectMi  a£tlm  fast, 
yet  it  "Was  compeBatively  io  flUgbt  to  what 
«he  felt  when  Federioo  rtAnmed^  tiiat  the 
eflfect  was  not  more  than  her  caha  snd 
dignified  resokitkm  coidd  generally  con- 
quer; aiid  whatever  her  ow»  feelings  might 
be»  she  rarely  dis^iotyed  them^  or  diatxessed 
others  by  the  sight  of  her  hopdess  mi- 
aery«  The  attentions  of  Fedeorieo  to  Cos- 
taBEa  were  distant  and  respectftil;  ytt 
there  was  something  in  them  Whicli  cooU 
not  escape  the  observation  of  the  baron 
SolantQ;  and  it  was  not  l(mg  before  he 
received  from  his  daughter  a  candid  avowal 
of  nil  tliat  had  passed;  to  whidi  he  gave 
bis  most  coirdial  approbation^  but  fcn^xat, 
in  the  recent  state  of  afflictkwi  under  whidi 
all  parties  bad  su^Sfped,  to  aUude  to  or 
notice  w^t  he  Inui  leamed^or  wiwt passed 
before  him  daily. 

Ufxin  the  destraetkoi  of  the  loattle  af 
Bivoraa,  the  civil  power  pmeeeded  ima«- 
tdiatdy  to  the  vexerase  of  tfaeic  jwficiil 
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autlKHrity.  The  ifif^lisoniiieiit  of  the 
giumti  was  followed  by  a  general  sentence 
agiEdnst  the  city,  wfiich  was  declared  guilty 
of  the  crime  of  lese  majesty,  for  not  har^ 
ing  wied  Stat^Ua  and  Ferollo  ^ain^ 
count  Luna,  who  was^  with .  all  hi^  adhe^ 
rents,  ^oda^ped  rebels  against  thcdr  Uege 
lord  the  emperor,  and  a  reward  offi^red  for 
the  apprehension  of  the  count.  Or  lany  c^ 
his  abettors  who  might  hare  ^uded  the 
seardi  of  the  captors  of  his  fortress.  A 
heavy  fine  Was  imposed  upon  the  city^ 
and  the  esta^tes  of  ^ail  the^^^beU  declare4 
confiscated  to  the  use  of  the  state.  The 
fine  was  paid  without  loss  of  time,  and 
Sdaeca  absolved  from  further  punishment 
I^rom  tlie  confiscated  estates  it  was  or^ 
dered,  that  the  losses  of  the  baiion  Faur 
dolfina,  by  the  demolition  and  plunder  of 
his  &ther*$  castle^  should  be  restored. 

Don  Paolo  excreted  all  his  power  in 
favour  of  his  friend,  Ferrante  Luchese^ 
and  procured  the  mildest  sentenoe  which 
eould  ifi  justice  be  passed  upon  him»  that 
of  baoisfafaa^it  &om  his  mtive  coi,iiitry, 
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He  had  been  m  distinguished  a  person  in 
every  part  of  the  siege,  and  was  so  deariy 
convicted  of  having  been  the  first  to  laj 
bands  upon  the  dty  artillery,   throu^ 
which  the  final  catastrophe  was  produced, 
that  his  fault  could  not  be  entirely  passed 
over ;  he  was  however  restored  to  his  ho- 
nours and  estates  through  the  Interces- 
sion of  don  Fbolo,  whose  exertions  in  his 
favour  ceased  not  af^er  the  first  cause  for 
them  had  passed  away.      Erasmo.  Jjom 
also  met  with  slighter  punishment  than 
most  of  the  confederates,  in  consequence 
of  an  application  from  Federico  on  his  be- 
half, and  he  was  only  sent  into  temporary 
banishment.    The  barone  del  Nadore  and 
Giovanni  Maurici  were  condemned  to  per- 
petual imprisonment,  and  the  forfeiture 
of  their  property.      Calandrino,  Infonta- 
netta,  the  baron   Adriano,    with  several 
others,  were  condemned  to  sufier  by  the 
hands   of  the    public  executioner:    the 
former  however  died  from  his  wounds  in 
prison,  and  the  two  latter  were  from  time 
to  time  reprieved,  till  their  sentence  wai 
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finally  mitigated  to  solitafry  confinemferrt 
during  life  in  the  prisons  at  Messina,  with 
the  confiscation  of ^all  their  property.  Three 
days  after  the  fall  of  Bivonia,  a  numbed 
of  the  inferior  tools  of  the  party  were 
hanged  and  quartered,  few  escaping,  fit)m 
the  prompt  and  decisive  exertion  of  the 
administration  of  justice. 

The  countess  Caltabellotta  had,  during 
all  these  proceedings,  remained  at  the  Ca^ 
di  Luna  with  a  few  attendants.  She  had 
beheld  with  ungovernable  fury  the  en- 
trance of  the  troops  into  Sciaeca,  and  the 
return  of  Federico  Perollo;  every  suc- 
ceeding hour  brought  fresh  misfortunes 
in  its  train — the  fall  of  Bivonia,  and  the 
flight  of  Sigismund,  a  rebel  proscribed 
and  abandoned.  This  seemed  the  climax 
of  her  misery ;  yet  she  was  destined  to 
sufibr  in  all  its  bitterness  the  retriSution 
due  for  her  dark  crimes.  For  s6me  few 
days  she  remained  unmolested  at  th<^ 
castle,  and  was  only  tortured  by  her  un- 
certainty as  to  the  fate  of  Sigismund,  and 
the  disgrace  and  suffmng  to  which  h^ 
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friends  were  condemned.  But  at  length 
the  thunder  burst  over  her  head,  and  she 
felt  all  the  horrors  of  her  individual  situ- 
ation. The  sentence  of  attainder  and  con- 
fiscation against  count  Luna  had  been  suc- 
ceeded by  an  order  from  the  ruling  powers 
to  take  possession  of  his  property  in  the 
name  of  government. 

Every  delicacy  was  at  first  shewn  to 
the  feelings  of  the  countess,  but  she  had 
the  grief  of  seeing  the  mansion  of  Luna 
and  Peralta,  for  so  many  ages  the  seat  of 
their  illustrious  line,  taken  possession  of 
by  the  emissaries  of  a  party  she  abhorred 
and  detested;  whilst  their  fortress  at  Bi- 
vonia,  the  strength  of  their  family,  was 
ruined  and  destroyed.  The  seals  of  office 
were  affixed  to  every  remnant  of  their 
property,  and  she  was  about  to  quit  for 
ever  the  abode  which  it  had  been  the 
highest  ambition  of  her  life  to  call  her 
own.  She  was  awaiting,  in  an  agony  of 
grief,  the  litter  which  was  to  convey  her 
to  a  cassino  of  her  own,  and  contemplat- 
ing, with  the  e;xtremest  feelings  of  deso- 
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lation^  the  future  fate  of  herself  and  all 
who  were  dearest  to  her  upon  earth,  when 
an  officer  of  justice,  accompanied  by  se^ 
veiul  attendants,  entered  the  apartment 
She  rose  from  her  seat,  and  with  no  abate- 
ment of  the  proud  and  haughty  demea- 
nour which  in  her  brightest  days  had 
been  so  conspicuous  in  her  character,  de- 
manded what  brought  them  thus  unan- 
nounced into  her  presence,  and  indig- 
nantly commanded  them  to  retire. 

"  I  have  an  order,"  said  the  principal 
officer,  "  to  attach  the  person  of  Maria, 
countess  of  Caltabellotta,  Bivonia,  and 
Selafani,  to  answer  for  sundry  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanours." 

**  What !"  exclaimed  the  lady,  furious 
at  the  insult,  "  have  these  Spanish  but- 
chers no  other  victims  to  drag  before 
their  murderous  tribunal,  that  they  thus 
seek  the  unprotected  females  of  Luna  and 
Feralta,  to  punish  for  high  treason  against 
the  person  of  Giacomo  Perollo  ?  Pray 
who  are  my  accusers  ?" 

"  Your  excellenza,"  replied  the  officer, 

N  2 
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*'  ttattck  (^Ibo^,  upent  the  cmiltttiaft  ^ 
Pietrodi  Forni  wkbvariM»oriltle^1ltikAf 
at  theb  lasart  the  high  jwtidariM  Will 
^Investigate.  In  ikt  m^antiiie  1  hMre^  aiy 
order  to  remove  your  petsMi  t^llfepieni' 
t^Fitiary  eoDvent  of  Santa  Liidt,  wb€i^ 
yoQ  wiU  remain  tHl  prcteeiidiiigs  etim  be 
instituted  to  inquire  properly  into  this 

From  the  moment  the  mme  of  Pietio 
was  mentioned,  the  spirit  of  the  countess 
sunk  into  abject  despondency.  She  in- 
quired no  further,  and  regwded  with  soBen 
dkmay  all  that  pasised  aromid  her. 

€hi  arriving  at  the  convent^  her  person 
was  searched,  to  remove  any  secret  iheans- 
she  might  possess  for  self-d^strtictioA, 
which  was»  apprehended  from  the  kmywn 
violence  of  her  temper.  Jewels  ef  itia- 
mense  value  were  found  upow  her^  trhich 
were  instantly  taken  aws^^  and  she  v^^ 
removed  to  one  of  the  disflial  ceUs  i^  the 
most  wretched  of  adl  abodes  a»  penften- 
tiary  convent,  and  there*  dbtttt^Ked  tt  h^t 
lonely  meditaftionsr  whi^h^  MMft  pii^uced 
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SO  powerful  an  effect  upon  a  mind  which 
had  neither  innocence  to  support  its 
agony f  or  patience  to  endure  it,  that  be- 
fore morning  the  oountess  Caltabellotta 
was  a  maniac,  from  which  state,  during 
the  remainder  of  her  miserable  existence, 
she  never  for  an  instant  recovered. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


Even-handed  justice 


Returns  th'  ingredients  of  our  poison'd  chalice 
To  our  own  lips.  Macbeth. 

When  Sigismund  perceived  that  all  was 
lost,  and  the  fortress  in  the  hands  of  his 
enemies,  he  hurried  from  the  scene  of 
contest,  and  succeeded  in  gaining  the  sub- 
terranean passage  by  which  the  baron  So- 
lanto  had  been  conveyed  into  the  castle, 
the  entrance  to  which  was  so  carefully 
concealed  in  the  building,  as  to  render  it 
almost  impossible  to  be  discovered.  As 
soon  as  the  count  had  gained  this  place, 
and  secured  the  doors  which  led  to  it,  he 
paused  for  some  time  to  consider  the  best 
method  of  securing  his  ultimate  retreat 
The  mouth  of  the  passage,  which  was  at 
some  short  distance  from  the  castle,  re- 
quired an  acquaintance  with  the  existenc 
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<rf  the  place  to  make  it  an  object  even 
of  suspicion  ;  and  it  was  so  well  covered 
by  a  thicket,  and  huge  fragments  of  rock, 
as  to  make  it  difficult  to  be  found  by  a 
stricter  search  than  was  likely  to  be  made 
in  the  tumult  and  eagerness  with  which  he 
expected  to  be  pursued. 

One  of  the  great  objects  of  his  enemies 
would  be,  beyond  a  doubt,  to  possess 
themselves  of  his  person;  and  upoii  his 
escape  depended  the  future  safety  of  such 
of  his  partisans  as  might  be  so  fortunate 
as  to  survive  the  general  destruction  which 
threatened  all  connected  with  the  house 
of  Luna  6  Peralta.  He  therefore  deter- 
mined to  remain  concealed  in  the  cavern 
till  the  darkness  of  night  might  favour 
his  escape,  and  having  from  his  infancy 
been  well  acquainted  with  the  surrounding 
couritry,  he  hoped,  by  keeping  along  va- 
rious  tracks  in  the  mountains  inaccessible 
to  the  cavalry,  to  elude  pursuit  altogether. 

Daring  the  hours  he  passed  in  this  soli- 
tary asylum,,  the  mind  of  Luna  suffered 
all  the  pangs  of  remorse,  disappointed 
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ambition,  hopele83  loye,  aod  deepondiBg 
wretchedness;  $o  mixed  md^y^wydnod, 
t^  there  was  $earo9  a  wjbj.ect  on  which 
his  thpughts  could  ^,  whijsh  was  not  ne^ 
plete  with  anguish  »n4  d^^p^r*  It  wfis 
true,  he  had  aiciQoiiiplifllii^  hU  purpose  ^ 
the  fullest  extent,  ay  far  as  tibie  diestnicltijPB 
irf  Perollo  W3S  hi9  f^ef^  i  b|*t  jey^n  m  his 
proudest  momenjts  of  j|iiumph,  the  np- 
proaches  of  Luch€^tipi4  Ifhe  ^Q^eiiinf  p^d 
to  the  memory  of  1^  ^f^W^J^,  hg4  fi^9H4^ 
all  hi?  enjoyments ;  apd  mw  Jb^  potfeupg 
jrenaained  of  aU  hp  fe»4  Wjcflured.to  ^e^ 
l>ut  the  sad  and  he^vy  pi^ni^ment  for  his 
q&diices,  whi<?b  h^d  already  lighted  pn  so 
jaWMay  of  Jiis  adh^PJits,  wd  h^ng  oyer  \iis 
QWn  hepd,a«  it  wemsu^p^nd^d  by  «  ringje 
^$di:,  be  ^It  the  Wfe^lqness  as  )^ell  a^  the 
yri/ekednpi^s  Qf  bU  dewi«.  Thus  tp  look 
tp  thie  past,  wfW  fr)  lec^  p»ly  the  hapefql 
prpduct  pf  bis  PW»  inhunaw  rey^^i^  to 
GQfiji^re  up  |;^@  shades  of  Qella  Bardia, 
QilbjBrtP,  FerraWi,  and  tbe  mi^ltitudes  who 
bad  ^len  in  bis  cw$e,  of  wl)«t  w^  wc^^ 
to  reu^ipd  bim  <^  the  bonpiiry  which  b^ 
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hem  shewn  to  his  ofi^my,  whfp  4<x^ppf)4 

<^  aU  those  attributes  which  piyrehafl?  tbf 

s^pUMise  c^  mm-    Defeated,  pmrd^ra4 

i»d  insults,  the  bocly  (^  Fandgl^a  li^fi 

hem  as  mwb  an  object  q£  pul^  v«j*- 

ntiQii  and  respect,  as  when  Uvjiog  ifi  all 
tihe  pomp  of  splendour  and  affliu^ice^ 
dealing  round  him  the  &vours  of  goveni^ 
ment;  9nd  environed  by  all  the  honouM 
of  popularity  and  power ;  whilst  he  hi»^ 
self,  in  the  hour  of  victory,  had  been  puiv 
sued  by  the  curses  of  the  people,  and  the 
reproaches  of  those  whc»n  he  loved  and 
esteemed. 

If  the  thoughts  of  Luna  were  fixed 
upon  the  future,  there  was  as  little  cause 
for  hope  or  satisfactioii*  He  badcalcu- 
l9ted»  beyotid  a  doubt,  during  the  tide  of 
his  prosperous  fortune,^  on  the  success  of 
his  application  to  the  pope,  whose  petition 
ha  thought  the  emperor  could  be  in  no 
ai^tion  to  resist;  but  now  that  the  hour 
was  come  when  this  protection  was  most 
qeedfuly  he  felt  the  insecuri,ty  c^  the  hop^ 
QQ  whieh  he  h&d  reUed.    It  was  aeon- 

n8 
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siderable  hazard  whether  he  should  escape 
to  make  the  trial,  as  he  was  well  aware 
that  his  enemies  would  endeavour  to  pre- 
vent him  from  applying  to  the  pontiff; 
and  even  should  he  succeed  in  effecting 
his  escape,  it  was  by  no  means  certain 
that  the  representations  of  Clement  would 
be  attended  to.  He  had  now  adjusted  all 
his  controversies  with  the  emperor,  and  it 
was  not  probable  he  would  again  jeopardy 
his  state,  or  risk  the  event  of  another 
contest,  even  if  he  were  able,  in  order 
to  support  so  distant  a  connexion;  and 
Charles  had  in  several  instances  shewn  an 
inflexible  regard  to  justice,  which  no  per- 
suasions had  been  able  to  move.  There 
was  still  another  subject  from  which  Sigis- 
mund  would  willingly,  if  possible,  have 
diverted  his  thoughts,  namely,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Solanto. 

Cut  off  from  all  chance  of  success  with 
her,  he  now  trembled  at  the  thought  of 
her  being  in  the  hands  of  his  more  fortu- 
nate rival ;  and  when  she  should  discover 
the  treatment  her  father  had  received  at 
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hiis  hands,  through  the  instigation  of 
Adriano  (who  had  in  this,  as  in  every  other 
instance,  made  the  friendship  of  Sigis- 
mund  a  tool  to  work  his  own  schemes  of 
revenge),  the  influence  this  must  have 
upon  her  mind  would  increase  her  dislike 
of  himself. 

A  prey  to  reflections  like  these,  Sigis- 
mund  awaited  the  approach  of  night.  As 
soon  as  the  shades  of  evening  had  dark- 
ened the  surrounding  objects,  he  ventured 
into  the  thicket,  and  carefully  examined, 
as  far  as  he  could,  the  state  of  things 
around  him.  The  towers  of  Bivonia  were 
still  red  with  the  glare  of  the  flames  which 
had  enveloped  a  considerable  part  of  them, 
and  told  but  too  clearly  the  fate  of  his 
friends  and  adherents.  Cautiously  he 
advanced  from  the  shelter  of  the  thicket, 
and  taking  his  course  along  the  craggy 
side  of  an  adjacent  hill,  he  could  distinctly 
hear  from  the  valley  below  the  trampling 
of  steeds,  and  the  voices  of  his  pursuers. 
He  was  well  acquainted  with  every  turn 
and  winding  of  the  hills,   and  keeping 


376  THS  FEUDa  (» 

c(|refully  along  the  highest;  ftnd  ^a0Ht;  di^- 
cult  passes,  he  elufie^  the  numerpil9  l)an4^ 
who  were  spread  over  the  OQuntiy  with 
tjjie  hopes  of  iqtercepting  his  r^tre^t. 

The  Castle  of  San  Bartolonieo  pfe|^t^d 
to  Sigismund  the  nearf^st  and  best  a^yliu^ 
he  could  hope  to  reach,  and  his  unlpK^ini 
sister  Frandsca  was  almpst  th?  only  con- 
nexion with  whom  he  could  expect  tq  be 
safe,  as  her  existence  was  kno\fp  .  to  but 
few»  and  those  his  pe:irest  relatives.     Thi- 
ther thep  he  determined  to  4i^^t   h)S 
course.     Several  times  during  his  ha^sardr 
ous  journey,    he  was  within  so  shqr^   a 
distance  pf  his  pursuers,  as  dearly  to  dis- 
tinguish their  conversation ;  at  others  l\e 
was  in  the  greatest  danger  froppi  the  bad- 
ness pf  the  paths  through  which  he  tool^ 
his  way ;  but  just  as  morning  dawned^  he 
arrived  near  the   ruined  towers  of   S^n 
Bartolomeo,    after  a  long  and  most  ik- 
tiguing  march  over  the  worst  route  which 
could  be  found  through  the  ri^ed  moun-r 
t^ins  of  the  Val  di  Mazz^ra. 

It  was  with  difficulty  the  count  8|s- 


of4»ppiF^red  W9S  hi»  l^  ^tigue,  ai)4  b^ 
1i|i«  psyl^fn  he  sought  b?§n ^ shwldistap^ 
%ther,  he  cpul^  ^\  h^ve  repehed  it;. 

Delia  Bardia  had  brou^b^  all  |uf|  ^^ 
tinkers  to  serve  his  Vwffoaa  ^t  ^da^scfi, 
^ad  U  "W^  pot  th^i^oic  probable  tl)^ 
th^e  wene  inany  ^ih^lutants  in  the  falling 
m^sian,  uid  the  early  hour  prevented  h^ 
b^ng  (nbserve^  by  any  of  the  peasantry  vx 
the  adja<jent  hamlet.  Sigismund  loqg 
tfannd^ped  at;  ^b^  gate  without  ai)y  pers^ 
ai^^emring,  At;  lengd»  an  o^  m^  ^ 
m^ded  ^k^  ^  grated  windo^a  who  tb^g 
dif  tuyifb^  t^e  inhabiti^it§  pf  the  c^tle  ? 

"  A  i;i9^i^||engeF  from  couq^  LuRft,"  ^ 
r^ie4,  v*  >irhp  ijaust  jfist^tly  see  ^bfi  l^u 
ronefij  4^  ^^" 

The  q^  withdreiif  &m  *be  win49^ 
wHiwwt  gaftlpng  fmy  reply,  p^d  §igj§paup4, 
was  again  compelled  to  wait  some  ^goj^ 
an4  w^  renewing  jliji;  c^  fai^  ^dmigsipn, 
when  the  qld  nia^  «g^  9C>P^qe4«  flpa^pq^^ 
panie4  by  WJothw  pws<^??,.  w^  Tff-mfi^ 
tl^  quflj^^on^    Th^  FloYffi  |q  biR  ^1|§ 
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castellan,  who  had  been  left  by  Delia 
Bardia  in  charge  of  the  fortress,  and  who 
having  been  in  Sdacca,  knew  the  person 
of  count  Luna,  but  not  immediately  re- 
cognizing him  in  the  dim  light  of  the 
morning,  seemed  to  hesitate  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  admitting  a  stranger.  From  his' 
appearance  however  he  perceived  he  must 
be  some  cavalier  of  rank,  and  descending 
to  the  great  entrance,  he  slowly  unclosed 
tibe  wicket,  and  admitted  the  weary  fugi- 
tive. Instantly  remembering  the  chief 
upon  this  nearer  view,  the  castellan  ut- 
tered an  exclamation  of  surprise. 

"  Silence  1*^  said  Sigismund,  pointing  to 
the  old  man  who  had  followed  him; 
"  t^onduct  me  to  some  apartment  where 
I  may  rest  myself,  and  inform  the  baro- 
ness della  Bardia  that  a  messenger  from 
her  brother  requests  an  immediate  inter- 


view." 


The  castellan  understood  the  injunc- 
tion, and  conducted  the  count  in  silence 
to  one  of  the  most  habitable  of  the  rooms. 
Wheii  they  had  left  the  old  man,  Sigis- 
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mund  enjoined  the  strictest  silence  on  his 
attendant,  and  commanded  him,  at  the 
peril  of  his  life,  to  secure  the  other  man 
from  mentioning  his  arrival  beyond  the 
walls  of  the  castle ;  and  as  soon  as  he 
had  informed  the  baroness  of  his  arrival, 
to  procure  him  some  refreshment,  of  which 
he  stood  in  the  greatest  need. 

Count  Luna  had  always  been  to  the  in- 
habitants of  San  Bartolomeo  as  a  person 
to  whom  all  the  emperors  and  monarchs 
in  the  universe  were  far  inferior.  The 
castellan  himself  had  seen  him  in  Sciacca, 
attended  with  all  the  feudal  state  of  Luna 
Castle,  beyond  which  his  ideas  of  worldly 
grandeur  could  not  mount ;  and  though 
he  now  came  stripped  of  all  external  ce- 
remonies, yet  there  was  a  dignity  in  his 
manner,  which,  united  to  a  knowledge  of 
his  greatness,  caused  his  commands  to  be 
received  as  edicts  from  a  divinity. 

• 

"  Shall  I  announce  your  altezza  in  per- 
son to  the  baroness  ?"  asked  the  man, 

"  No,**  replied  Luna,  "  inform  her  that 
a  friend  of  her  late  lord,  and  a  messenger 


from  her  brother,  requests!  to  ge^  h^r  upon 
business  of  importanpe." 

The  time  of  Frandsca  l)f4  pfts^ed  ig  » 
dull  uniformity  at  San  Bartolomeo,  whicl; 
to  any  one  else  would  h^ve  beeq  %he  i^prt 
irksome  iits(te  of  existence ;  but  she  Ijad, 
i^xun  her  earliest  childhood,  beeq  habituated 
to  the  strict  confinement  and  dujl  monor 
tony  of  Santa  Cateripa,  and  the  exchi^qge 
was  scarcely  for  the  worse.  The  convor-i 
s^tion  of  old  Beatrice  might  b^  less  edify- 
ing than  th^t  of  the  nuns,  but  it  was  frs^ 
quently  more  enterta^ling,  and  less  likely 
to  be  disturbed  by  petulant  ill-humouf, 
than  her  fonder  cpipp^inions.  The  only 
epiployments  to  which  she  was  ^ccus- 
tom^  were  her  beads  and  her  em\)X(iU 
dery,  and  those  were  ea^y  contini;^. 
So  firm  was  her  reliance  on  Proyidence, 
that  even  antidpatu^  the  return  of  Pel|a 
Bardia  did  not  much  disturb  her  compo- 
sure, and  she  was  resolutely  detennined 
to  undergo  apy  trials,  ^ther  th^n  abandon 
her  intention  of  devotipg  l^erself  to,  the 
cloister.    She  had  l^arqed  the  death  of  her 
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persecutor,  and  oonsidefted  it  as  a  manifest 
instance  of  the  protection  of  her  taitelary 
aaint. 

Awaiting  the  communioation  with  her 
ikimly,  who  she  did  not  doubt  would  asr 
4sbt  her  in  returning  to  Santa  Caterma,  tbie 
aiunmons  which  she  npw  received  wa8  mt 
unexpected ;  and  nmg  &m»  h^r  cpMCJ^^ 
where  Beatrice  had  awakened  her,  she 
pr^pwed  with  aUwtrity  to  receive  tbis  pom* 
^atf^dls  of  ber  luiother  or  brother  by  tbis 
naes^engep,  who.  she  (uppqsed,  ii|raf»toiepq9r 
munii^Ute  th^  dfso^ion  Hfm  ket  futHirf 

At  timiefi  «be  ba^  felt  gwa^  mx\^  v^ 

min<mty  *o  i$ee  tbpi%  q^s^r  ))}it  Hpkn^^ 
?ffetive? ;  yet  whm  fffee  Pfi9»4fiie4  the  Wr 

«n  iQti{p«(^  pQuld  be  £^^  ^9  tb^i^ht 
iit  WW  perbape  inpr0  tp  h&e  peA«e  n^  te 

create  any  links  which  might  bind  ber  to 
the  world,  md  ^xdt^  re^fr^ts  «t  parting 
firpm  it.  Thft  life  ©f  the  »lQ¥iee  hi^  been 
4  constant  cp^ree  pf  depi^y^^ib  w4  ?»W 

i^iQd  was  strwgthmed  \v  *  hplnt  of  sd^ 
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denialf  which  might  have  been  impossible 
to  many  older  and  more  prudent  reasoners 
than  Frandsca,  and  by  the  various  exam- 
ples by  which  her  memory  was  stored,  of 
saints,  virgins,  confessors,  and  martyrs, 
who  had  broken  all  the  ties  of  natural  af- 
fection, and  been  chronicled  by  the  writers 
of  their  legends  for  such  acts  of  unamiable 
supererogation. 

Count  Luna  had,  during  the  time  she 
prepared  herself,  obtained  such  refresh- 
ment as  the  castle  afforded,  and  he  was 
still  at  his  repast  when  she  entered  the 
room,  and  modestly,  but  with  an  air  of 
dignity,  required  the  purport  of  his  visit 
Sigismund  looked  at  her  for  a  few  mo- 
ments in  pleased  astonishment,  and  rising 
fix)m  his  seat,  affectionately  approached  to 
embrace  her,  forgetful  that  he  was  to  her 
an  unknown  stranger.  Francisca  retreated 
in  some  confusion. 

"  Forgive  me,  my  dear  sister,"  he  said, 
"  for  not  first  announcing  myself  as  your 
brother,  Sigismund  di  Luna;  we  meet  in- 
deed under  bad  auspices,  but  let  us  hope 
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'  the  clouds  which  now  obscure  the  glories 
of  our  house  will  soon  be  deared  away, 
and  that  friendship  and  affection  may  have 
many  years  in  store,  to  compensate  the 
long  estrangement  you  have  suffered  from 
your  friends  and  family." 

Francisca  had  been  totally  unused  to 
the  society  of  men;  Accursi  d'Amiato 
was  the  first  she  had  ever  had  any  know- 
ledge of,  and  from  him  and  count  Giorgio 
.she  had  formed  such  an  opinion  of  them, 
that  all  the  ideas  of  relationship,  the  pre- 
possessing appearance  of  Luna,  and  his 
gentle  and  affectionate  manner,  could  not 
at  once  overcome  the  influence  of  her  first 
impressions;  and  she  answered  with  what 
Sigismund  >  considered  coldness  and  indif- 
ference, and  merely  said,  that  she  hoped, 
now  her  tyrant  and  persecutor  ivw  n6 
more,  she  should  be  allowed  to  return  to 
Banta  Caterina. 

Luna  looked  at  her  habit  of  a  novice, 
which  she  had  constantly  retained,  and 
could  not  but  think  it  a  singular  dress  tot 
the  widow  of  his  friend ;  her  manner  also  ^ 
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of  mmtioiiiiig  the  dmth  of  rtfldln  B^ndia 
increased  his  vondo;  and  &r  aom^  iQO- 
ments  lie  fevgot  his  own  situatioii  in  the 
interest  excited  hf  Ida  newTdiscoveneii  it- 
lative,  and  he  inqimed,  witb  erary  ap- 
pearance of  surprist^  if  she  reall^r  pti^imied 
her  ODnvent  to  the  aode^  and  Ubfti^  she 
might  enjoj  as  harpness  deUa  BwdM? 

^  If  ycMi  aie  really  ray  famthw^"  she 
lephed,  ^  and  can  sanction  so  hqivibte  an 
Mt  as  tearing  a  novioe  &em  hat  tomrnt, 
4Hi4  ^si^l^^  her  by  foroe  i»  the  alfsar*  hy 
the  name  of  manriage,  liien  inde§dfiifi»yis|i 
is  my  only  hope,  and  that  yet  wUl  aai^e 
me.'' 

<^  My  sister,  you  do  not  know  watf  or 
you  would  he  assured  I  haye  no  hopo  of 
.tomlbrt  left  equal  to  that  of  contribiiting 
to  yours.  Delia  Bardia  told  me  yon  were 
his  wif^  and  my  mother  acknowledged  to 
have  given  her  consent;  and  though  I 
might  feel  oflended  at  not  heing  consulted 
on  such  a  sul^ect,  still  I  had  never  dreamed 
that  a  girl  of  your  age  and  rank  eouU 
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rettiiy  prefer  liie  gloott  i£  Saonfca 
to  the  pleasmes  of  the  world.'' 

^'  What  the  pleasures  of  the  woiid  are/' 
sakl  the  novioey  ^  I  know  noty  and  Heaven 
fotirid  that  I  sfaoaid  ever  be  expoited  to  tte 
teiittptadons !  but  what  you  catt  the  gloom 
of  Santa  Caterina  is  surely  more  cheering 
than  this  frightful  pkee^  where  the  only 
brings  I  have  seen,  have  been  the  hideous 
wretch  who  called  himself  my  husband^ 
anetfoer  whom  be  called  his  friend,  a  priest 
whom  I  believe  they  cnurdered^  an  igno^* 
raM^td  #oman>  and  sMfte  ferodoua-look- 
ing  sdldie^  Thitik  yoti  not  the  holy 
mother  md  pioiais  siste^AcHMl  I  left,  must 
be  tqgyetted  in  sueh  oompany  ?" 

^  You  do  nbt  seem  to  (insider  yourself 
married,  Frttncisca?" 

'*  I  do  net ;  I  am  the  eleet  spouse  of 
Grod,  and  during  the  whole  mockery  of  a 
niaMfii^eLdereiiiony,  T  ebn^tantly  protested 
agttiiiiit  it ;  and  if  I  have  no  nearer  relaftive 
than  you,  to  you  I  entreat  to  be  lAowed 
to  Mat  the  destiny  I  have  so  kxig  doA- 
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Count  Luna  listened  with  the  greatest 
attention  and  interest  to  Francisca  as  she 
spoka^  and  when  she  ceased^  he  said — 
*•  Neither  you  nor  I,  my  sister,  have  been 
fairly  dealt  by  in  this  business,  I  fear ;  but 
Accursi  is  gone  to  his  account — we  will 
not  judge  him.  You  had  better  remain 
quietly  here  for  a  short  time.  Neither  your 
mother  nor  myself  can  at  present  afford 
you  assistance  or  protection  ;  I  am  in  fact 
forced  hither  by  necessity  to  seek  a  refuge 
fix>m  my  enemies ;  but  I  trust  to  be  able, 
through  your  assistance,  to  reach  the  conti- 
nent of  Italy,  and  to  engage  our  kinsman, 
the  sovereign  pontiff,  in  my  cause,  when 
all  will  once  more  be  as  we  would  have  it, 
and  you  shall  be  free  either  to  come  forth 
to  the  world  as  the  beloved  sister  of  Sigis- 
mund  di  Luna,  or  to  return  again  to  your 
seclusion." 

With  considerable  surprise  Francisca 
asked  what  assistance  it  could  be  in  her 
power  to  afford  ? 

"  Rest  and  concealment  for  the  present, 
and  a  disguise  hereafter  to  facilitate  my 
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escape  to  some  port,  from  whence  I  may 
embark  for  Italy." 

To  this  the  novice  expressed  her  most 
ready  compliance,  and  whilst  Sigismund 
continued  his  repast,  the  castellan  was  sum- 
moned, and  the  injunction  of  secrecy  most 
strictly  enforced.  It  was  determined  that 
it  should  be  given  out  to  the  few  domestics 
in  the  castle,  that  the  person  who  arrived 
was  sent  over  on  business  respecting  the 
death  of  the  baron,  and  had  departed  again, 
a  few  hours  after,  from  the  postern,  as  pri- 
vately as  he  had  entered.  It  was  settled 
also  that  Luna  should  remain  a  day  or  two 
to  recover  fix)m  his  fatigue,  during  which 
time  the  old  man  was  to  procure  for  him 
the  habit  of  a  monk,  which  he  said  he 
could  do  without  difficulty. 

The  interval  of  Sigismund's  stay  at  San 
Bartolomeo  was  spent  in  long  and  interest- 
ing conversations  with  his  sister,  who  lis- 
tened with  deep  and  painful  interest  to  the 
details  of  her  family  and  connexions ;  and 
Sigismund  having  his  own  tale  to  tell  as 
he  thought  prqper>  she  was  led  to  consider 
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htm  B§  a  peniecutedand  kijared  mai^wli^ 
having  been  driven  by  ptivate?  oppiesrion 
and  puUSc  insult  to  pedresff  Ms  wrongs, 
and  his  eiteifiy  having  fallen  beneath  his 
victcnfious  artos,  he  was  now  con^j^died  by 
tlK  tyranny  of  tiie  governuieiit  to  aban- 
don his  home,  and  to  seek  for  proteMidii 
with  the  ponti£^  whose  sacred  ramie^  tlMw 
ccmneefeed  with  the  oansjie,  snbttifidd,  in  die 
eyes  c(  Ae  devoat  novice^  every  action 
in  which  her  brother  had  beien  engaged, 
and  she  considered  it  aa  impossible  for  any 
one  to  rei^t  his  entreatfe^  whose  com- 
mands  she  had  been  tau^t  were  at  feast 
equal  to  edicts  published  by  Heaven  itself. 
Her  confidence,  zeal,  and  affection,  dibered 
the  drooping  spirits  of  Luna ;  and  as  the 
hour  of  parting  drew  near,  he  felt  that  it 
would  cost  him  a  bitter  pang  to  separate 
the  ties  which,  evto  in  the  short  aoquaint- 
ance  of  two  days,  this  new-found  sistar 
had  entwined  aifound  his  heart.  Respecting 
the  character  and  diq>osition  of  her  ino- 
thei'v  Frandsca  bad  been  anxiously  inqui- 
sitive,* and  Luha^  whose  filial  nSsdtkm  exr 
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taiuated  many  of  her  faults^  and  whose 
vanity  blinded  him  to  others,  drew  a  por- 
trait of  the  countess,  in  which  few  beside 
himself  would  have  been  able  to  discover 
the  slightest  resemblance  to  the  original, 
judging  also  by  his  own  .gratified  feelings, 
and  by  the  thoughts  of  his  mother's  deso- 
late and  abandoned  state.  During  his 
absence  he  earnestly  conjured  his  sister^  fqr 
a  time  at  least,  to  give  up  the  idea  of  re- 
turning to  Santa  Caterina,  and  as  soon  as 
possible  to  hasten  to  Sciacea,  and  endea- 
vour by  her  presence  to  cheer  £ind  comfort 
their  unhappy  parent. 

The  feelings  of  Sigismund  during  his 
concealment  at  San  Bartolomeo  had  been 
softened  and  subdued  to  a  lower  tone  than 
they  /had  known  during  the  whole  of  his 
previous  existence;  his  pride  had  be^ 
hutnbled  ^y  misfortune,  his  revenge  had 
expired  after  its  gratification,  and  his  heart 
had  been  expanded  to  the  soft  influence 
of  his  sister's  innocent  and  gentle  afTectiop, 
which  had  met  with  none  of  those  ob^t^t^p- 
Hom  or.  irritating  jealousies  he  had  endured 

••  voju  rvi  >j:-  •..  1  ;     o     • 
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from  Im  pam^B  fcrr  ClMtaoKa  di 'ScAnlto. 
He  had  never  "befbre^appeaFed^so  ai:miMe» 
and^his  fraternal  kihdnefia  (bad  aU  tbeeffiect 
vrpcm  the  mkid  of  bb  «i8ter  which  «iMPdd 
beexfpected    /from  «  y^mthftrl  dteart,  ^to 
'¥^dh  >eVery  ^Aiihg  like  tendemieas  and^i^ 
fection  in  others  4owai^  hersdlf  had  hi- 
therto been  unknown*    The  castellan  had 
iprodured  the  disguise,  ^md  iSigiamiaMl, 
-stripped  of  his  armouiv  bis  iiair  isbom,  and 
c^angedin  appearance  froiKtdiie  warrior  to 
l^e  monk,  awaited  4^he*fitU  of  ooigbt;,  with 
anticipated  regret  dt  the  thoughts  <0f -part- 
ing from  the  kind  solace  ^of  his  atfflictions. 
The  cheering  predictions  dfJbis  sister, 
and  fhe  full -reliance  she  placed  on  thee& 
feet  of  his  application  at  Rome,  -had  re- 
stored the  confidence  < which  he  had  at  oHe 
time  nearly  It^t,  land  he  felt  (Stveiigthoasd 
both  in  mind  and  body  £roDQ  tiie  sbovt 
'time  of  his  stay  with  \hec    Fiir;montiis 
previous  'to  this  time,  his  <whole  .soul  ihad 
%een  in  a  fever  and  tomuk  of  -all  'the 
darker  passions.    Jealousy,  snger,  and  tve- 
>enge,  hadscaroeffy  beei^feriin'inM»ft«t 
rest  witlnn  Vum^aud  he  had^becii' «ur- 
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jomided  on  ell  sides  by  those  w^o  u^ged 
mB  finrwBrd  in  his  evil  and  unhappy 
x>urse,  and  by  irritating  instead  ^of  sooth- 
J9g  his  leelings,  had  ,a4ded  fuel  to  their 
^fismshipg  yehemenoe,  ^d  iplm^  liim 
iffiet^eyably  in  nais^ry  ai^d  gVM^t.  He  had 
HOW  felt  the  benigip^  io^i^enpe  of  all  the 
gSOtSie  v^'itoes,  and  ^igh^  At  quijtting  ^ 
OMrrpw  circle  they  illuiipj;iii|ed. 

.  On  thcieve  of  his  dq)9rjliurQ,  the  hcotber 
and  i^ister  sat  watching  the  ^ink;iqg3ttn»  as 
he  rapidly  declined  towards  the  dis^nt 
Qoean* 

<rl  hai?e  a  ha^sardous  and.^veptful  JQvr- 
ney  fbefore  me/'  said  Sigisn^wdy  wijldi  a 
^h.  ''  Upon  its  success  tdepends  ;ljl)?  .veiy^ 
es;istence  of  the  name  of  Luna  and  JP^xf^lts^ 
or  el^  methifiks  this  habit,  whiqh  JL  iWresir 
but  for  a  tin^e,  would  be  the  pbyeot  Qf  iny 
dboice  for  ever,  and  the  boundary  pf  my 
wishes." 

"The  ol^t  of  ypur  imissipu4}nQe.(((Hnr 
ptete,  toy  hrothpT,"  ,FepUed^  Jf^wnqiw^ 
^m^  the Jdnd.fiwnds  who AMavepartiricW; 
y«rtr  fflftHBes  «ei^tq?ed..  to  j>e^(^  «f]^£^)^((y^ 

oS 
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where  caii  you  better  hope  to  meet  with 
blEippiness  on  earth  than  in  the  shelter  of 
a  convent  ?** 

Sigismund  thought  upon  Costanza;  if, 
sis  he  feared,  she  was  the  prize  of  Federico 
PeroUo,  thCTe  was  not  the  spot  on  earth 
in  which  he  could  hope  for  happiness  or 
peace.  Yet  to  abandon  his  mother,  whose 
very  being  depended  on  his  fame,  to  quit 
this  loved  and  affectionate  sister  for  ever, 
required  a  resolution  he  did  not  possess. 

Frarlcisca  saw  that  he  was  disturbed  by 
a  conflict  of  distracting  feelings,  and  be- 
gin tiing  in  a  low  sweet  tone  the  first  notes 
of  the  rosario,  she  succeeded  in  catching 
his  attention.  She  continued  her  strain 
of  simple  devotion,  and  the  whole  soul  of 
Sigismund  was  melted  by  its  fascination ; 
he  threw  himself  on  his  kiiees  beside  her, 
and  covering  his  face  with  his  habit,  wept 
with    unresisting  vehemence.     Francisca 

w 

was  astonii^hed  at  this  conduct,  and  stopped 
fyr  an  Instant ;'  Sigismund  implor^  her  to 
^  on,  and  after  some  moments  he  afose 
mfore  composed  ai)d  tranqdfrH  atid  imjdor* 
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ing  a  blessing  upon  her  head,  entreated 
her  not  to  abandon  him  should  he  return^ 
but  for  a  time  to  refrain  from  concluding 
her  vows,  that  he  might  look  forward  tp 
the  consolation  of  her  society,  for  a  short 
season  at  least,  before  her  abjurement  of 
the  world  divided  them  for  ever.  To 
this  she  consented,  and  throwing  her  ro* 
sary  over  his  neck,  exhOTted  him  to  look 
forward  without  despondency  to  the  oon- 
dtision  of  his  present  difficulties.  The 
count  then  gave  her  an  affectionate  part- 
ing embrace,  and  hurried  from  the  room, 
while  the  novice  prostrated  henself  in 
prayer  for  the  protection  of  the  wanderer, 
and  his  restoration  hereafter  in  happiness 
and  peace. 

The  castellan  conducted  him  some  short 
distance  from  the  castle,  and  took  an 
humble  and  respectful  leave  of  the  dis- 
guised chieftain,  with  repeated  promises 
of  inviolable  secrecy,  which  he  most  &ith« 
fully  observed. 

When  count  Luna  escaped  fi-om  Bivo- 


tmd  jewek  about  hiii  peito»>  i^ieb  wi¥6 
wore  then  Mf&^tit  tiyi^  Ufa  j^MiMey  Uiifd^ 
Ms  {>i*eient  disguise,  by  v^dk  he  was  so 
ehanged  iir  ttppdiipkiic^,  a^  to  gi'te^  hlM 
little  catise  t<>  f^^dtedoih^rf. 

NeveMhekss  be  a>n8idef^  it^  pftiJmvt 
to  avoid  both  tbe^  (Aim'  of  Mi^itttna  and 
Palermo^  as  in^  s^b  ]M|»tilMI6>  placid,  the 
H^idences  of^tbd'iiblirtiUiid'sfMiyv^ite  p«i^ 
c^M^  nfiighf  pMtebfy'  he  well  Yamm  M 
ttldny  individui^ ;  iiid  he  tii^^rd  ^SM^ 
xh^Aed  t<y  cMsd^  iike  Cbhiittf  td  %ni6t<^, 
Ti*^Fti  and  Mdih^a^  Wihg  h^^  fbwn^  i^ 
wMdhlid  mijgfttbefecogHteed,  fttim  their 
vicinity  to  Scmc^.  And  «o»  m^KAd  f^ 
pmMwjig  CdltatbeUotta^  htf  toi^  his  way 
at  first  northward  along  the  hiils  to  tite 
we^  of  Samtkoea;.'  and  im  the  mording 
arrive  at  a  small  Tillage  on  t&e  bonk  of 
the  river  Caltafcelbtts^  where  be  was 
kindly  welcomed  by  the  piety  alid  hospi- 
tatlity  of  the  poov  inhaUtants ;  snd  after 
several  hours  repose,  he  forded  t^e  stream, 
andr  bending  his^  stepsf  to  the'  soutb-east, 
proceeded  in  the  direction  of 


Dttring.  isiefvfeiiii  wQcoedbig.  db^fsi  b^  gdrt 
tiniied  his  roiBte  OMiaiotesto^  wd  p^iscied 
throdtghf  IlegaliautQi.Ma»aiurinc^  aoid^^ 
ta^rpne.  Leaving  Visiai  ou  the  sQ(i|th»> 
he  crossed  the  n^^un^insnaar  Buue()l[Hur^ 
beld  Q9{  hist  way  by  Cassava^,  mid  toilit^ 
up  the  western;  ^e  e£  HyMi  Moffeore^  at 
length  arrived  in  sigbi  of  the  pott,  fiscal^ 
whenee  he.ho]^  to.  embark  fos  Italy* 

DoH:  8igi$mund  pauaed  to  seat  biiusel^ 
aad  cask  hia  ^e$i  with  wooder»  OH^the  scew 
heileath  bimH— th^fe  imidcd^-eiftdendQd  fMlft 
fitHtt)  Aiiguatar  lo^  %nao$iiii  l^o^towcriqg 
wmm^  >of  Etna^  btniedth.  wbeae  gigwtio 
flbad^w  i^l/ieiyi  n^bbomdug  naouata^ 
dweUi^ea  to  i^othing^.  risio^.  daaK  ^nd  imr 
eoKwected  with  eveiy  otbm^  bitti  osqiped 
mithimow,  a«idv  s«99i^iB0:fhim<it8  topiaosfc 
ecateirA»ecd«mn  o£istnoke^  lyfatebta^y^endod 
pcrpeatKeulavly  towAid  tbe^skies^  an^s  aA 
an  jJMfQfmse:  e^TBtioii^.uidiined,  sofioawljMA 
ter  the  sQHib.  On  tbier  other,  band  Wiere  tbo 
crnggy  eUfl&>  o»o^i  <m>w wd  by  the  waUa  c^ 
the  &i!^aied  city,  and  beyond  tja/eia  the' 
aafibeao^ai^ittef ed  on  the  secu  ^nd  sparkU^ 
on  the  waves  of  the  bay,  which  resembled 
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an  inland  lake.  The  poor  remains  of  this 
great  city,  now  dwindled  to  a  few  insig- 
nificant buildings,  which  Occupy  the  island 
of  Ortygia,  seemed  but  a  speck  on  the 
landscape;  and  the  harbour  which  bad 
held  the  navies  of  Greece  and  Rome,  could 
boast  only  a  few  small  galleys  and  insig- 
nificant fishing  vessels. 

Luna  had  yet  a  long  journey  to  his 
resting-place,  and  after  a  short  pause  upon 
the  mountain's  brow,  he  descended  to  the 
plain ;  and  having  crossed  it,  and  toiled 
up  the  steep  ascent  called  the  Scala  degli 
Gred,  he  had  still  nearly  two  leagues  to 
reach  the  present  town ;  and  through  the 
whole  track  which  had  once  been  covered 
by  the  habitations  of  man,  not  a  single 
dwelling  could  now  be  seen.  Even  the 
very  materials  of  which  Syracuse  was 
built  have  passed  away;  and  of  a  dty 
once  two-and-twenty  miles  in  length,  so 
few  vestiges  remain,  that  it  appears  almost 
impossible  to  credit  the  tales  of  its  former 

grandeur  and  extient ;  but  the  car-worn 
track  of  the  wheels  which  had  once  rattled 
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through  its  narrow  crowded  streets,  shew 
the  direction  in  which  they  ran,  and 
the  traffic  which  must  one  day  have  filled 
them. 

Luna  however  passed  these  scenes  ab- 
sorbed in  feelings  of  private  interest  and 
concern,  and  gave  no  thought  to  the  de- 
solation which  time  had  spread  around 
him.  The  walls  and  fortifications  of  the 
present  city  had  not  been  erected,  and  a 
slight  gate  and  rampart,  admitted  the  tra- 
veller unquestioned  and  unregarded.  A 
monk  on  his  way  to  Rome  was  an  object 
of  little  curiosity  or  suspicion ;  and  count 
Luna  remained  unmolested  in  Syracuse 
till  he  found  an  opportunity  of  embarking 
for  the  continent  of  Italy ;  and  when  he 
bade  adieu  to  the  shores  of  his  native 
island,  he  considered  his  difficulties  and 
dangers  at  an  end. 

He  reached  the  Imperial  city  without 
^ly  extraordinary  incident  or  delay,  and 
was  welcojtned  by  his  holiness  with  all  the 
kindness  he  could  wish.  Clement  had 
heard  a  rumour  of  the  transactions  in 

OS 
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ite  listened  Wfth  eotiipassion  t&  Bftp  drtaS  cff 
ffie  grfet^nces  by  ivWd!r  fce  had  b^eft 
driven  to  so  desperate  an  act,  as  to  ph^ 
^  ibf^esf  at  hfe  hous^,  the  fivfta  of  his 
ftiendj,  afid  evefi  ihe  ^xiistetiee'bf Ms*  timi!ii^ 
fh  flOtfcb  jeoj^drd^,  atid  ptdaS&eA  lb  cf!seM 
Mi  influence  and  aitthority  Tidth  Cbdttes 
ttt  thfeir  approatWngr  interview,  ie  being 
lit  a  fe^  d^s  to  tot  but  lor  Bolos^hi^  Kk 
fftfe  ptir^ie  of  placing  th^  eroWft  of  Italy 
itpoit  Mi^  &ead.  The  tiiipMienc6^  off  Ltma 
wag  obliged  to  yield  tb  dtcumirtdftteSi  and 
for  §fx  thonfhs  h^  ^fffered  all:  tfre  tdrments 
of  the  delay  which  afose,  befbre  the  em- 
pferof  ^t  out  tftj  Ins  progress  to  the  scene 
6f  his  coronation. 

Uncertain  rumours  reached  hittt  during 
this  time  from  Sicily  of  ttie  Sufiferings^  of 
his  friends ;  but  of  his  mother  and  his  ^ 
ter  hfe  could  hear  nothing ;  and  when  his 
hdliness  did  set  out  updn  hi^  e^peditiMt, 
t^  Sup{ilicant  had  been  so  harassed  by 
uncertainty  and  e^pectatieM,  that  M^  hedlth 


was  injured,  and  his  ^iiit  smk  intodei- 
9pMdeiM^. 

Clement  cpoaght  the  oppcM-tunhy  tnoet 
fiiV0uraMe  for  Im  sfgt;  and  en  the da^ oMi 
wkidi^  lie  placed  the  crown  on  Cbsrleflf$ 
kead^  ieSare  fte  whole  asaemtiled  <eourt  of 
cardhudr  and  prineea  of  the  empire,  and 
the  nohks  of  Spain,  Goimany,  and  Itat^, 
HDpkaed  the  ImpetM  pardon  £br  tnn  re^ 
ktive^  count  S^bmund  di  Lima.  With 
the  deepest  expresnons  of  regret,  the  mo- 
nardi  lamented  that  it  should  be  possible 
for  his  holiness  to  ask  that  whfch  he  fe)t 
it  an  imperious  duty  to  deny;  and  with 
every  assurance  et  respect  and  veneration 
fot  the  pedtioner,  who  might  in  all  things 
else  command  him,  declared  his  firm  re- 
solution never  to  forgive  the  inhumaw 
murder  of  tiie  gallant  Pandolfina,  the 
borbarons  treatment  o£  lA^  mangled  re* 
-noains,  the  rebellious  assassination  of  Sta* 
tella,  and  the  unheard-of  outrages  by 
which  Sciacca  had  been  visited  tlirough 
count  Luna  and  his  associates. 
The  pope  attempted  to  change  the  pur*- 
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pose  of  the  emperor^  but  in  vain.  To 
shew  however  his  inclination  to  gratify 
the  head  of  the  churcb>  as  far  as  a  due  re- 
gard to  the  laws  of  jostice,  and  the  rights 
(^  the  pec^le  would  admit,  Charles  offered 
to  remit  the  sentence  of  attainder  which 
^lad  been  decreed  against  the  heirs  of  the 
offenders,  and  declared  bis  willingness  to 
restore  the  children  to  their  honours. 
Clement  perceived  his  prayer  would  be 
useless,  and  most  unwillingly  desisted, 
dreadii^  the  effect  his  failure  might  have 
upon  the  unhappy  Sigismund. 

The  Imperial  party  broke  up,  and  Cle- 
ment returned  to  Rome  in  February, 
where  the  ill-fated  chief  awaited  his  sen- 
tence in  agony  and  dread,  hardly  more 
for  himself  than  for  his  friends,  whom  he 
continually  heard  were  suffering  under  the 
severest  penalties  the  viceroy  could  inflict- 
The  pontiff  sent  for  Luna  to  his  presence 
{immediately  on  his  return,  and  after  prp- 
^ssing  his  readiness  to  exert  his  power  in 
his  own  dominions  to  render  his  ftiturelife 
safe  and  honourable,  broke  by  degrees  the 
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fatal  intelligence  whidi  fell, at  lengtji  like 
a  thunderbolt  upod  the  subdued  and  heart- 
broken victim  of  passion  and  revenge. 
All  the  offered  kindness  of  the  pontiff  was 
forgotten  in  the  tide  6f  despair  which 
rushed  upon  him,  and  he  withdrew  from 
the  interview  in  a  state  of  mind  but  little 
removed  from  distraction. 

Descending  from  the  steps  of  the  palace, 
he  was  proceeding  Mong  the  streets  with 
folded  arms,  and  thoughts  absorbed  in 
misery,  when  the  sudden  exclamation  of 
a  person  nesit  him,  roused  him  once  more 
to  a  sense  of  external  objects ;  he  raised 
his  eyes,  and  before  him  stood  Ferrante 
Luchese ;  both  remained'  for  some  time  in 
silent  surprise,  and  Luna  was  about  to 
turn  away,  indignant  at  the  remembrance 
of  the  reproofs  be  faadmet  with,  and  the 
subsequent  desertion  of  his  partisan,  when 
Lfuchese,  who  had  observed  the  altered 
appearance  of  Sigismund  with  the  deepest 
regret,  and  had  forgotten,  in  compassion 
foe  his  fallen  fortunes,  .all  but  the  love  aqd 
respect  be  had  once  borne  to  his  chieftain 
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BttA  bW  ^netiS^  cMghM  Mm  hy  the  mm, 
and  in  a  TQ^  ti^emfilotis}  fimn  ^f^fMAm, 
entMMtd  ta  beheaid.  It  waagome  time 
ii]ioeti»  tones  cfafitc^ott  had  m^  the 
Mief  SigJMoiiiid^  and  noi  unwiibng^  be 
allowed  ImaBelf  td  be  detadned. 

^*  We  puied  hi  anger,,  fflgnor— we^  meet 
in  banishment  and  doraow..  Forget,  I  be- 
aeeefa  yoa,  ait  hot  csur  fiovmer  fiaeBdbhip, 
and  once  tnoce  aeoe^  Hm  ser^ces  ef  Lm^ 
cheaeu'' 

**  I  have  no  racens  of  rewarding*  the 
seivioes  of  any  one^"  repfied  Luna,  m  a 
¥oice  siifTocated  hy  the  idofenee  of  eofi- 
teadti^  emotions ;  *I  should  have  thought 
the  party  to  w4iobqi  3ron  had  transferred 
your  fiiendship,  might  have  &mnd  some 
better  remuneration  for  their  ally  than 
banishmetit  and  di^raoa" 

Lnchese  perceived  that  anguish  and 
grief  had  overpowered  the  mind  of  Luna» 
and  sought  by  ei^cry  means  to  conciliate 
and  appease  him«  Sigismund  gradually 
appeared  in  softer,  and  at  length,  with 
some  hesitation,  iarqnired  the  fiite  <^  some 


norant.  -^       '         ,.  v  ,    , 

Luches^  gavd  hita  all  the  itttelligehce 

in  Ms  pouter:  ;      - 

Lutia  hedtated  for  ah  mstafht,  le^  at 

<*  Her  eicelienisa  fe  rtfir^  ftoiri  Se»- 


acca," 


To  whaf!  part  of  the  islawd  ?*" 
To  a  convent  in  the  neighbourhoioA'' 
**  And  Frahd^ca,  the  widow  of  Etella 
!ftiardia,  have  you  hmvA  of  her  ?^ 

^The  lady,  I  presame,'*  repBed  Fc*^ 
ratite,  **  who  wais  fotrtkf  at  San  Batrtold- 


meo" 


'^FbtiAd  at  San  Bartoldtrifeor  ebhd«« 
Luna»  ^^  arid  by  whotn?"' 

**  By  those,  sigftof,  who  Were  Sttrf  t6 
^smaritte  tfie  fortress  of  ottt-  party**  ' 
'  **  Arid  Md  my  toother  sfttfffer  her  to  rtJ. 
itiain  tilt  iihe  ^as  dragged  a  (ifiisdher  ftMh 
thetic^,  dc^dti^ted  hi  tritltfipft  brfbtt?  d&t 
persecutors  ?  and  has  sh^  tffiMb^  ^AmridEtKSd 
her?* 

''  The  countess  is  ntft  to  Mhitt^  in  thk,    ^ 
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and  the  lady  Fraodsca  has  found  an  asy- 
lum with *"    Ferrante  paused. 

"  With  whom?"  asked  Luna. 

His  companion  still  continued  silent. 
.   Sigisn^und  seized  him  by  the  arm,  and 
demanded,  in  a.  tone  of  alarm  and  suppli- 
cation,  with  whom  his ..  sister  had  been 
placed? 

"  With  th^  widowed  baroness  Pandol- 
feia." 

Luna  trembled ,  violently,,  and  seemed 
struggling  with  his  feelings. — ^^  I  had  not 
supposed,"  he  said,  "  my  mother  would 
submit  to  this  degradation.  Has  her  spirit 
been  subdued  by.  our  misfortunes?  We 
are  fallen  indeed,  when  the  countess  Cal- 
tabellotta  allows  her  daughter  to  be  an 
humble  dependant  on  the  widow  of  a  con- 
quered enemy ;  I  could  have  borne  any 
thing  but  this — any  thing  rather  than 
have  known  my  mother  thus  yielding  to 
n^isfortunes,  and  inflicting  disgrace  upon 
iierself  and  fiunily  !" 

"  The  countess  was  not  accessary  to 
this,"  said  Luchese. 


LUNA  AND  PEAOLLO.  SOS 

"  Why  then\  did  she  not  prevent  it  ?^    > 

"  Her  exceUenza  possessed  not  the 
power."  . 

"  And  who  could  restrain  thfe  mother 
and  the  child  from  sharing  each  other's 
afflictions?  they  at  least  were  innocent 
from  our  offences ;  nor  would  the  injustice 
of  our  judges,  I  trusty  seek  to  involve 
them  in  our  punishment.'' 

*^  The  countess  is  not  in  a  state  to  have 
received  the  lady  Francisca  into  her  care,** 
said  don  Ferrante. 

^*  The  same  convent  which  received  her 
mi^t  have  afforded  shelter  to  my  dster; 
and  the  countess  ought  to  have  leflected 
0n  iAie.  pangs  ^hidi  Sigismund  must  feel^ 
when  he  knew  of  Frandsca's  degradatira^ 
in  being  left  to  the  charity  and  proteetiou 
of  a  PeroUoi  .  I  did  not  think  my  mother's 
heart    could  ^  have    suffered    by  -my  i^ 


verses.** 


*  '**  The  countess  is  changed  indeed,"  re* 
plied  Luchese;  "  grief  and  misfortune 
have  unhinged  her  mind,  or  her  maternal 
feelings  would  have  shone,  ^  as  they .'  have 
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evet  done,  awmgst.  th*^  morti  pMtiiiiient 
feAturef*of  hm  ehacaoten'' 

In  vain  Ferrante  sought  to  ooncedi  the 
dbre  intelligence  d  the  mdady  which  pos- 
sessed the^  unbaf>|iy  mother  of  Lunn  Hit 
hsquiries  coold  neitbcr  be  elraded'  nor 
nnfinswiered^  and  he  extorteiS  tiie  wMe 
deiml  from  the  uxMirilling  nartHtDr^  who 
endeavoured  to  soflbtn  addi  «<Hionl;the  most 
aflffioting-cireumstanoesL 

.  To  bis  great  astcmishni^nt;^  Ike  Mmnfe 
listened  some  time  witfanub  anyrviDlmt 
aMfeiifrsfatkni  off' hotarw  at  the  aceetmt; 
bi£b  fitoppir^  mMml^'^he  seized  the  hand 
d£Littd»se^  and  anevting^  hia  ftee,  uttered 
staHle^  inartkalate  werdb;  Hia  companieB 
requested  j^ertaoiasion  to  atttendibimt  to  his 
abode.' 

^  )^  at  presentr"  said  Luna,  in  aihur^ 
rted  tone.  '*  Commend  rae  to  Francisca; 
tell  her,  as  she  valued  the  wretched.  Sigis» 
miind,  td  break  off  s31  connexion  with  the 
face  of  Pandxrifimg" 

He  then  endeavoiaed  td  leave  Lucheae; 
but  the  latter  wdsbed  to  aeeompany  him 
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taefe  an  rbOiKf  of ^  i^Sl^ion^    Theyt  wiUfeod 

refused  to  return  eitlief  to 'hiQ^'Qwn>  abodes 
dr  %o  tfa^)  p^ntificalf  palaeev  wlfenctfieeting 
Pi  psocesfikm^  dboiltf^  whiefaf  a  .<x»8idei;aU9 
crovrA  wa$^  c^lleeted,  t^a  oeuBi^  suddiaajijif 
^^t€id  Ih&  coi»fttnio«>  eludedrJiiaRpui^^uk) 

Fmrant^  aldiiunf6d>  and'  disti^eeseld^  afe  tb^ 
ewci^of  daein  conversation^'  wd  the  peri 
tuffbed  dtate  d[?  mind  >  hito^  whidt  Signi 
Botirid)  Wasr  cfeidentlfjs  tiiroWnv  bjr  tiie  ootll^ 
mmiieaikaais  whitii;  baa  iadieKf6rted)ftota 


.v       ?■    r-:*-! 


Sigpsiiinbdr^  b(WTitd  impM^tly- liiiE^ 
fa"  esciape  liuehete:  Hht-  fireliiigk)  bod 
tei«eb€d  tbafe  frigfatfiifc  adne  of  sdifeinii((^ 
tHndD  rendfars^  even  kmdtttts  ifll|N)l-tiitlatK> 
Hd  bad  Bffv«et  be^  aedustoatedr  fd  wiigfa 
any  sdbjbc^  oir  oonsMeiT  ady'  kxadieait  dfef 
passionateigr.  Ni^w-  b^  seetded  to  baiM 
lost  the  power  of  tUinfaihg:;  be  ccklilid  diilfji 
feA  andr  snffitb  >  Hia  nlodier^  Md  sister, 
bia  mistitptraf  < » #11  Hiofe  bdhigs  to'WlaaiB^tiw 
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▼ictim  of  crime  or  mi^brtune  naturally 
turns  for  sympathy^  o^  cDhBolation^  seemed 
to  the  unhaippy  Si^smund  but  as  phan- 
toms to  torment  him. 

As  he-  fled  through  *  the  streets,  each 
object  was  to-  his  agonized  imagination  a 
fresh  source  of  pain/  He  had  in  his  de- 
spdr  left  the  only  one  whose  attachment 
and  discrimination  might  have  soothed  the 
phreneied  disappointment  of  his  every 
hope  and  atffectibn.  A  church  attracted 
his  'sight ;  he  entered  without  knowing 
why ;  perhaps  to  esca^  the  bustle  of  the 
streets.-  A  marriage  had  just  been  solem- 
nizedy  and  the  party  were  returning  from 
the  altar.  Their  mirth  roused  the  atten- 
ticm  of  poor  Sigismund,  and  he  looked 
earnestly  towards  them ;  his  eye  rested 
on  the  bride;  the  misery  of  the  moment 
made  him  fancy  her  like  Costanza;  the 
idea  deprived  him  of  reason,  and  he  ut- 
tered a  wild  and  frightful  groan,  and 
rushed-  from  the  church. 

In  the  mean  time,  Luchese  had  been 
seeking  him  with  all  the  anxiety  which 


must  be  felt  for  one  wborto  he  had  been^ 
accustomed  to  respect  ^nd  love,  and  whom 
he  met»  like  himself,  a  wanderer; and  an 
exile  from  his  native  home. .  ^  It  wa3:  jxq 
time  for  a  heart  like  h^  to  repoembeir  any. 
thing  but  the  sorrows  of  his  fri^nd^oandr 
has  fear  and  sympathy  for  him  increasing 
every  minute,  he  continued  his  search  for 
several  hours,  tilL  at  last^  hopeless  ^and- 
weary,  he  wasoretuming  over  the  Ponte 
Ilotto,.'When  .be  saw  a  crowd  of  peojde 
pressing  to  the  battlements  to  look  over, 
and  by  their  gestures  seenoiingfy  shocked  at 
idCNQae fearful acc^ent^;.  »  JV,»):  -.^  ?; 
Luchese  inquired  of  one  who  seeQ(^ 
hfifhrmed'On  the^iibj^ct,  aii4  }^m  told  that 
a  gentleman  had  just  thrown,  himself,  off. 
tbei^pabapet  towards  the  nv^ei".  Q^: ielta 
d)Ul.<^ hortoi:^t  the, ideft:  that  it  migjit  be 
SigismMnd^i,  apd  evei^y  >  JQint  trembling 
withithei  exceijs  of  Ins  alarm,  spught  the 
1irfrter>fedge,}wber^  he  saw? that  a  boat  bad 
ptat  >9ff,  jmd  ^k^y  h$d .  picked  ug  tbe  bodji 
Q6di)e/uiifo]^tilmto/auldid^.  ;  J  -'«:,)  j 
YiBe£ol:erfhe]^cpiild  i^ch  the  9h(M^^^  l^. 
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dke&e  rartiod  tiiraugh  ftfae.  water  te  mert 
them ;  4ie  found  Us  wopM  ^feaons  ^reifised, 
and'  <clBi^>td  in  his  ams  die  ^ie£»wom 
S»m<tf  Lmna*;  4ie  thoisght  ihe  'breathed, 
apd  femtiedfy  imidoped  assistanoe  fi<oai 
Aiei)ystMDdef8. 

ykfter  «  Aw  miniitcs,  iSigisinuiid  u»- 
ckwedliis  eyes,  -and  Lucfattse^  tears  dfjogr 
fell  upon  bk  besom,  but  they  weie.pre- 
mtttHie.  The  unhappy  joount,  in  falUn^ 
btc}'4Btruok'SeY0tal  times  against  the  niin* 
ous  >ffagmeBte  under  (the  ^  bridge ;  and 
ev«>i  befoFe  ^udbese  covddepeak  his  hopes, 
gave  one  look  of  grateful  vecogniti(ui,  and 
expired. 

Sincere  iffidheartfi^lt  was  Ludhese's  grie^ 
as  he  fallowed  the  remains  of  the  proud, 
^e^  ^reat,  the  -gallant  ehi^tain  tg^  X<una 
and  "l^eralta  to  his^bode* — ^t^i^reat  were 
tihy  faoSts^  dear  Sigismunld/^  he  mentally 
said,  ^^*  but  greater  might  ■faave>  been  thy 
Virtues;  yet  they  weFe'CJaert  i^ide,  and 
'^)y  ^failing^  only  ciiltlyat0d*r^tiie  weedii 
nourished,  and  the^fiewMaieft  >txi^iwitii6r 
\xpm  tte'i^m;W^eie4i^eLnofrfttiei»sadty 


sit 


jnd  diekAydemeuKNir  whidli  dista^^^ 
eddiee?  where  die  noik,  thepower,  die 
ncfaesy  of  wliidi  tboa  wert  so  tixd  ?  AU» 
allpMoed«ny,  «id  AKsffiaei  to  leveir^ ! 
Would  I  had  met  tiiee  sooner — ^would  al- 
most  diat  I  had  never  Idt  thee!  but  just 
me  the  ways  of  Hettven;  and  f»  for  my 
mlknceB,  hmwe  hwed  to  see  diee  dius."" 
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CONCLUSION. 


The  examination  of  Pietro  di  Fomi  was 
delayed  for  a  few  days,  in  consequence  of 
the  more  important  business  in  which  the 
ministers  of  justice  were  engaged ;  he 
was  however  carefully  secured  and  hu- 
manely treated ;  at  length  he  was  brought 
before  the  judges,  and  having  obtained  a 
promise  of  mercy  and  protection  for  him- 
self, he  unfolded  a  long  train  of  villainy, 
of  which  he  had  been  first  the  agent,  and 
afterwards  the  victim. 

Seduced  by  the  promises  and  bribes  of 
the  countess  Caltabellotta,  whose  servant 
he  had  been,  he  had  administered  the 
poison  which  cut  off  the  lady  Lucretia, 
the  wife  of  count  Luna.  He  had  also  been 
her  confidant  in  the  affair  of  Francisca ; 
and  at  length  became  an  object  of  dread 
to  his  employer,  who  resolved  to  rid  her- 
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self  of  her  fears,  by  the  death  of  the  un- 
happy tool  of  her  iniquitous  practices. 
To  this  end  she  applied  to  a  notorious 
bravo  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sciacca. 
The  man  was  connected  with  Delia  Bar- 
dia  and  count  Giorgio,  and  revealed  to 
the  former  the  application  which  had  been 
made  to  him.  The  consequence  was,  the 
seizure  of  the  miserable  Pietro,  whose 
death  was  reported  to  the  countess,  and 
the  bribe  paid  to  the  supposed  assassin ; 
whilst  the  prisoner  was  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  Accursi. 

In  possessing  himself  of  the  secrets  of 
the  countess,  Delia  Bardia  hoped  to  secure 
a  fund  of  wealth,  and  an  accession  of  in- 
fluence, which  might  at  any  time  further 
his  interested  or  ambitious  views.  Every 
method  of  torture  was  unsparingly  used 
to  the  unhappy  captive,  and  from  him  the 
fullest  discovery  was  extorted  of  all  the 
private  afiairs  of  the  countess,  who  was 
thus  placed  completely  in  his  power.  How 
that  power  was  used,  has  already  been 
detailed.    Aware  that  fear  of  exposure 
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coMld  aJone.s^f^^re  his*  life,,  he.^had  always^ 
decUr^,  that  he  ;h^  taken  suchimeanaitty> 
enaum  the  publicatitaa<o£.  the  facts,  in  case 
any  attempt  wask  made  ag^iinst  his  own  life^* 
thai  the  prasarration  of  bev  perseciitor  had 
bQconoe  an '  objeet  of  the  greaffcest -  interest 
to-  the  countess,  in  spite  >of  hep>hatred  ^and 
alarm;   and  Pietro  di  Fomi  lingered  in- 
the-dungeons  of  San  Bartolomeo,  and  was 
af^e^war ds  removed  to  Bivonsa^  in  ordar 
to  kie^  the  lady  in  CDBtstant  t^ror  of'  his: 
production  to  the  world,'  in:  case  she  shoidd 
be  prompted  to  resist  the  will  of  her  ty^ 
rant.     The  whole   was-  now^  hronghlt  to 
light,  by  the  ddiverance  of' the  captive^ 
whp.  was/; retaliated  i  as  evidence  ag^nst  the 
countesa,.  and  she  iierself, committed  to  the 
con venJt;^of  Sanjba  Lucia^.  where  the  course' 
of  hjumaQ:  JustijseM was  siispendid '  by**  the' 
awful  visitation  oft  Heaveo.^ 

The  troops  ^  sent  to  demolish  thts*  caatie"^ 
of  San  Bartolomeo  had  received  orders  40  * 
for\var4»  as^prisoners  4:o  Sciacca^*any  pepspna  ^ 
discovered.;  there  who^ might  have^  b^^p* 
am^Qgj^fcfth^  lateiQsul^ents^^iAd4x>  search  > 
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(Carefully  for  iihe  iperson  of  count  liunti, 
wfao'was  supposed  to  be  cbneealed  in  ^ome 
df  the  abodes  bf  his  friends;  >but  as  Piete) 
knew  nothing  of  Delia  Bardia's  maii^gtge, 
iFrancisca  was  naturally  supposed  "from  ^bis 
confession  to  be  m  the  ^oon  vent  of  Sanfta 
Cetterina,  and  in  consequ^ce,  no  dire<;- 
tions  had  been  given  as  to  the  dispbsbl  of 
her  person. 

Every  possible  courtesy  was  however 
shewn  her  kfy  ttie  ^officer  e&atmatudmg  Vhe 
'dietacbment,  anid  an  o£Per  inade  4:o  cell- 
ddct  her  safely  whitberso^er  she-^ebose  to 
go.  To  return  to  Santa  CateiSna  watM 
iiatorally  harve  beai  her  widi^  had  wA-  Iv^ 
promise  been  given  to  dcm  t^giisratMd  tb 
'se^  h&r  tndAier  in  Sdisiciei^  stnA  thiiiber 
she  f^ipiested  to  be  ^fettt. 

Upon  arriving  4n  tlie  city,  «nd  learning 
tiie  arre^  of  tiie  countess^  the  distress  of 
FraTicisca  ifTas  wibound^.  IgnoriAit  of 
the  world,  unacquainted  with  any  on^, 
und  herself  unknown  to  all>  she  was  for 
some  time  unable  to  decide  on  what  steps 
to  pursue — ^to  abandon  her  parent  in  af- 
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fliction  and  imprisonment,  was  however 
impossible ;  and  she  requested  to  know  if 
she  might  not  be  permitted  to  share  in  the 
captivity  of  the  countess.  She  was  neces- 
sarily referred  to  the  principal  authority  in 
Sdacca,  and  conducted  to  the  residence  of 
the  commander  in  chief.  Her  narrative 
and  her  appearance  equally  interested  the 
gallant  general,  who  assured  her  that 
every  thing  she  wished  should  be  com- 
plied with  as  far  as  possible ;  but  that  some 
delay  was  inevitable ;  forbearing  to  shock 
her  with  the  detail  of  her  mother's  ma- 
lady ;  and  he  was  considering  to  whose  pro- 
tection he  should  commit  the  friendless 
novice,  when  Federico  and  don  Paolo  Pe- 
roUo  were  announced.  With  every  mark 
of  respect  and  attention,  he  requested  Fran- 
cisca  would  retire  to  another  apartment 
for  a  short  time,  whilst  he  deliberated  on 
the  necessary  steps  to  be  taken  with  re- 
spect to  her  petition ;  assuring  her  of  re- 
ceiving every  indulgence  it  was  in  his 
power  to  afford.     Having  communicated 


^ 


LUNA  AND  PEROLLO*  S17 

the  drctimstanoes  to  bis  vtsitaR^  Federico 
instantly  offered  the  services  of  his  mother. 

**  Our  injones^'*  be  said,  ^  have  excited 
no  vindictive  fedings  towards  the  innocent 
members  of  the  Luna  family;  and  the 
baroness  wiQ,  I  am  assured,  be  most  ready 
to  extend  her  protection  and  kinchiess 
even  to  tbe  sister  of  don  Sigismund." 

"  It  may  be  more  prudent,**  observed 
don  Faolo^  **  to  prepare  the  baroness  for 
the  meeting,  and  to  consult  b^  ot)  the 
subject  She  may  not  be  strong  enough 
to  stand  the  shock  of  encountering  any  of 
the  family  of  Luna,  whose  name  alone 
might  s&rve  to  keep  up  too  constant  a  re- 
membrance of  the  sad  ideas  with  which  it 
must  be  associated." 

Federico  proposed  instantly  to  consult 
his  mother  on  the  affair,  and  the  com^ 
mand^  having  accepted  his  offer,  he  re^ 
turned  without  loss  (^  time  to  Santa 
Marthai  Whatever  might  have  been  the 
private  feelings  of  the  baroness  Pandol^ 
fina,  grief  had  not  so  chmiged  her,  but 
tliat  the  daims  of  humanity  oTen^mcf 
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every  other  consideration ;  and  Frandsca 
di  ^una  became  her  proUgie^  and  the 
companion  of  Marguerita  and  Costanza. 

What  at  first  was  perhaps  a  painful 
duty,  soon  became  a  subject  of  pleasure 
and  satisfaction.  The  manners  and  ap- 
pearance of  Francisca  pleaded  with  irresis- 
tible force,  and  her  new  acquaintance  be- 
came, ere  long,  warmly  and  sincerely  at- 
tached to  the  stranger  thus  accidentally 
thrown  on  their  benevolence,  while  to  the 
novice  the  scene  of  social  affection  was 
captivating  beyond  any  thing  she  had  fan- 
cied or  heard  of. 

The  anxious  and  devoted  maternal  love 
of  the  baroness,  the  innocent  and  unre- 
strained happiness  of  the  children,  the 
courtly  polish  and  elegance  in  the  manners 
of  Costanza,  Marguerita,  Federico,  and 
Gaetano,  were  equally  new  and  fascinating 
to  the  recluse ;  but  accustomed  to  con- 
sider all  pleasure  as  sin,  she  enjoyed  with 
fear  and  trembling ;  and  more  than  once, 
when  her  growing  affection  and  confidence 
for  those  around  her  had  tempted  her  into 
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some  innocent  ebullition  of  youthful  mirth, 
or  given  evidence  that  the  noble  and  sen- 
sitive feelings  of  her  sex  and  age  were  but 
damped,  not  extinguished,  she  started  to 
recollection,  as  if  she  had  committed  a 
crime,  and  retired  to  the  convent  chapel, 
endeavouring,  by  penitence,  to  efface  the 
stain  she  had  contracted  in  the  world. 

But  of  all  her  new  friends,  none  seemed 
to  enjoy  with  so  much  zest  the  contem- 
plation of  the  artless  character  and  gentle 
timid  manners  of  Francisca  as  don  Paolo 
PeroUo.  He  was  not  apt  -to  conceive  sud- 
den affections,  but  the  pure  and  unso- 
phisticated orphan  of  Luna  took  him  by 
surprise;  his  maturer  age,  and  usually 
graver  demeanour,  attracted  the  confidence 
of  Francisca ;  and  oftener  to  him  than  to 
any  one  else,  she  ventured  to  express  her 
ideas  and  sensations  on  the  new  and  de- 
lightful scene  around  her. 

It  was  judged  by  the  family,  for  some 
months  after  her  return  to  Santa  Cateri- 
na,  that  don  Paolo  had  not  enjoyed  the 
distinction  of  her  first  and  artless  friend- 
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ibip,  witlicrat  paying  in  his  heart  a  eostly 
{Hkeibrthe  short  pleasure;  hut  he  was 
not  one  whom  any  daied  trifle  irttii,  tbere^ 
fiire  Im  feelingi  on  tike  oocasiont  wiiatever 
ihey  MJgbt  he,  were  oonfioed  to  his  own 
bseast^  and  in  time  conquered. 

JCM  Franciscn?s  dKNft  Tisit  to  the  world 
and  Its  Tieiaiitudes  add  ta  or  diminish  the 
hsppness  of  her  doisfeesed  life  ?  It  is  a 
question  not  she  heaeii  could  answer :  it 
added  toi  her  ei^oymentB,  as  it  expanded 
her  ideas,  and  gaffi^  to  her  solitary  hours 
nueh  new  materisl  for  thought,  and  many 
very  novel  and  sweet  remembrances  of  her 
brother  and  her  PeroUo  friends ;  but  per* 
h^  she  sometimes  fdt  a  pang  of  regret, 
that  such  pleasures  were  never  more  to 
return^  and  tibat  her  declining  years  would 
BOt  be  soothed  and  dieered  by  the  smiles 
ei  infimcy,  or  the  gratefiil  attentions  of 
filial  love ;  but  then  she  could  not  have  to 
sonow  over  the  loss  of  parents  like  the 
j^ounger  party»  or  mourn  the  loss  of  wed- 
ded happiness,  like  the  baroness ;  in  short, 
unless  it  were  determined  whether  the 
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pains  or  the  pleasures  of  memcwy  predo- 
minated, it  could  not  be  discovered  if  the 
nun  of  Santa  Caterina  lamented  or  che- 
rished the  recollections  of  the  world. 

After  the  adjustment  of  the  affairs  in 
Sciacca,  Federico,  at  the  express  desire  of 
the  viceroy,  exerted  himself  to  persuade 
his  mother  to  remove  for  a  short  time 
to  Palermo,  which,  as  she  had  no  ties 
that  bound  her  to  her  former  hpme,  she 
consented  to  do,  and  was  received  with 
fraternal  kindness  by  the  duca  di  Monte- 
leone,  whose  affectionate  care  for  the  chil- 
dren and  widow  of  his  murdered  friend 
remained  through  life  unshaken  and  un- 
changed. 

The  lapse  of  a  few  months  witnessed 
the  celebration  of  the  double  marriage  of 
Federico  PeroUo  and  Costanza  di  Solan  to, 
and  that  of  Gaetano  and  Marguerita.  In 
contemplating  the  happiness  of  her  own 
and  her  adopted  child,  the  baroness  en- 
joyed all  the  consolation  her  widowed 
heart  could  know  on  earth. 

The  future  destiny  of  one  more  of  the 
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peiffbruiCFB  in  thes^^  memorable  events  nay 
%e  worthy  rfnote.  Don  Ferrante  Lfucfaese, 
soon  after^the  death  of  count  Liiina,  W98 
mtrodueed,  through  the  Teoommendation 
of  don  Paolo  PepoUo,  to  don  Virgilio  Ur- 
mno,  condedeU  Anguillara,  through 'whose 
interest  he  obtained  at  length  a  military 
•command  in  Italy,  hi  whidi  he  acqnitted 
4ikn8€llf  with  the  waae  gdlantry  he  had 
«ianifested  in  the  unfortunalte  end  crinH- 
«d  aflbir  of  ISciaeca^  end  enjoyed,  dnifng 
^ke  ^lemainder  of  his  long  and  hcmonratde 
-CBrear,  the  reputation  of  a  brnvetind  no- 
iile  cavalier. 
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